
Dear friends in our Lord, 

In this article last month we looked at ‘Praise.’ We said that Praise is the ongoing, joyful 
response directed toward God. It is within that vertical relationship where we receive life; where 
we live, move and have our being. This month we look at our next verb: Proclaim.  

Let’s start with the facts again: We are Peace Lutheran Church; we are a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; our central purpose is to provide believers and non-believers: 
(1) the opportunity to participate in Biblically-centered worship of and learning about God; (2) a 
friendly, encouraging Christian fellowship; and (3) learning opportunities to help them grow in 
their holy call to be agents of Godly change in their family, community and world. We talked about 
all this during the presentations on Vision Sunday; we envisioned the activities that can take place 
and the way we can effectively carry out those three purposes in this region 

This is the calling that God has given us here at Peace, and our job is – by the power of the Holy 
Spirit – to act on that calling!  

With that in mind, who we are as God’s people tells us about our mission. Our mission is what 
we understand our calling to be, as the congregation of God in this place. We can state it like this: 
“Peace Lutheran Church exists to intentionally disciple people of all ages to grow in their faith as 
God’s holy people – people who are called to praise and proclaim His Name, learn and love like 
Jesus Christ, and care and celebrate together in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” 

So, to summarize, we are “Friendly People, Growing in Christ - Called to: Praise and Proclaim, 
Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate” in Fremont, Angola and the entire tri-state area! This 
happens because we are a congregation – a group of people!  

In its essence, Peace Lutheran Church is not a building, facility, or campus, though God has 
blessed us with those things, and our job is to put those to use in His kingdom! We are the people 
of God; not a business or social agency – though we do have work to do and relationships to build. 
That also means that wherever you go, you are Peace Lutheran Church to those around you! You 
praise and proclaim; you learn and love; you care and celebrate! So that others can know the 
Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and His love and forgiveness for them. 

Now we ask the old Lutheran question, “What does this mean?” Last month we looked at 
‘Praise.’ We said that Praise is the ongoing, joyful response directed toward God. It is within that 
vertical relationship where we receive life; where we live, move and have our being. This month 
we look at our next verb: Proclaim.  

‘Proclaim’ is the ongoing, joyful response of an individual Christian or group of Christians, 
directed toward others in order to share the grace, mercy and peace given in Jesus Christ. This is 
the horizontal element of our relationship. And it necessarily must come second – in obedience to 
the First Commandment. 

Proclamation is best summarized in the great prophet Isaiah, chapter 61. “The Spirit of the 
Sovereign Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release 
from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance 
of our God.” All these words are connotations of the word Proclaim – let others know! Talk to each 
other! Share the good news!  
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Even still, all creation is tasked with proclamation, not simply individuals. 1 Chronicles says it 
this way: “Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory 
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” 

Proclamation also carries with it a connotation of spreading news and information. Nehemiah 
8:15 uses the word this way, “They should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their 
towns and in Jerusalem: ‘Go out into the hill country…to make booths.’” 

We should always remember that this proclamation activity first happens in worship. Paul says 
that “As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He 
comes.” But it doesn’t end in worship, it continues on. In Matthew 10:27, Jesus said: “What I tell 
you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs!”   

Praise is our ongoing, joyful response toward God; Proclaim is our ongoing, joyful response 
toward our neighbor! Colossians 1:28, “We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.” 

 Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 

Almighty God, direct and guide us by Your Holy Spirit. May we both plan and accomplish those 
things that will benefit Your Church, and glorify Your Name; though Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

In May, many churches celebrate confirmation, a practice with biblical roots. For example, 
Peter and John are sent to “[lay] their hands on” new believers and “[pray] for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:15, 17, NRSV). 
 
In the early church, new Christians, most of whom were adult converts, received baptism 
and confirmation as one ceremony. As more children were brought for baptism, the practice 
became for pastors and priests to baptize but for only bishops to “confirm” a baptism, or 
make it official, granting the baptized full membership in the church. Later, confirmation 
became a rite by which adolescents, often following intensive Christian education, profess 
for themselves the faith into which they were baptized. Some denominations prefer the term 
“affirmation of baptism.” 
 
Confirmation serves as a milestone of faith, when young adults begin embracing a life of  
discipleship with a sense of purpose.  
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GIVE FROM YOUR 
IRA 

If you have a traditional Individual  
Retirement Account (IRA) and are 72 years 
old or older, you can take  
Advantage of a unique tool —-  
a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) — 
to support Peace Lutheran Church, Wee 
Creations or The  
Permanent Endowment.  
 

Making a QCD through your IRA is just an-
other way to support Peace through an asset 
you already own. A QCD  
transferred directly to an eligible charity like 
Peace Lutheran Church can also help you 
reach your annual Required Minimum  
Distribution (RMD), up to $100,000. 
 

Please Note: While there are income tax related 
benefits to making Qualified Charitable  
Distributions, the information above is not legal, 
tax, estate planning or financial advice and is  
Intended for general information only. Interested 
individuals are encouraged to consult their  
Licensed legal and/or financial advisor for  
professional advice.  
 

Give through your  
Donor-advised Fund 

 

When you use your charitable giving account 
you provide resources for our vital work.  
 

Donor-advised funds (DAF) are one of the 
easiest and most tax-advantageous ways to 
give to a charity. Here are three ways you 
may want to use your donor-advised fund to 
further Peace Lutheran Church: 
 

1. You may elect to authorize a new grant 
at this time to help share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with the world.  

2. You can set your DAF account to make 
automatic recurring grants in the amount 
and frequency of your choice. Simply log 
in to your account on your charitable 
sponsor’s website and select the 
“recurring” option.  

3. Finally, you may wish to name PLC as 
the successor beneficiary of your DAF 
account. 

Like to be a Lector? 
     Since March, we have continued the 
traditional role of Lectors at Peace 
Lutheran: reading the Old Testament and 
Epistle readings along with their 
introductions in our Sunday worship 
services.  
 
     We are growing our Lector team! If you 
would like to serve as a new Lector, please 
sign up at the information counter by the 
front entrance and indicate a preference of 
worship times for reading. Orientation  
information will be 
provided to you. A 
new schedule is 
coming in June for 
all Lectors.  
Questions?   
Contact Pastor Jim 
Elsner. 

“To the world you are a dad. 

To our family you are the 

world.” —Unknown  

GriefShare  
will continue to meet 
on Tuesday’s at 3:30-
5:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall until 
June 7th. A new 13-
week session will start 
up again in August.  
They will meet on 
Tuesdays from 6:30pm-
8:00pm starting August 
2nd –October 25th. 
 

This is a program designed for those who have 
experienced a loss through death. There is a 
workbook for your personal use at no cost. Even if 
you decide to come at the last moment, you are by 
all means welcome.  
Group facilitators are Steve & Charla Cygan and 
Doug & Luanne Haupt. Please feel free to contact 
them with any questions. 



Supper Sock Hop 
On Friday, June 24, join us in Caffe de la 

Paix (Peace Fellowship Hall) for a  
SPAGHETTI SUPPER paired with a  

50’s-60’s HOP from 6-8pm. Come and 
dance … or just enjoy the entertainment 

while you eat spaghetti, garlic bread, salad 
and desserts.  There will even be “dances” for the children  

(you know, Hokey Pokey, Limbo).   
A FREE WILL OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED. 

PLEASE SAVE THE  
FOLLOWING  

TENTATIVE DATES FOR 
THESE EVENTS: 

 Fish Fry — Friday, July 22nd 
 Rummage Sale — Friday-Saturday  

 September 16th-17th 
 

Details to come.  And, ladies, watch for 
sign-up sheets to volunteer to help with 

these events. 

"Peace Lutheran Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation."   

No doubt you have heard this before.  If the above quote is true, then 
each man and woman over the age of 18 (as a committed member 
of Peace), has ownership in this caring ministry. You, yourself, may be 
struggling with a hurt, or you know someone who is. You may have a 
certain compassion with which the Lord has blessed you and could 
be a blessing to others by training as caregiver in 
Stephen Ministry... or even as leader.   
 
The important first step is to "THINK STEPHEN!"   
Won't you please commit to that? 
 

Your Stephen Ministry Leaders  
(willing and able to answer all of your questions) 

The next American Red 
Cross Blood Drive at 

Peace  
will be: 

Wednesday, July 13 

PICKLBALL—  

is in full swing!  
 

Meet in the gym 
on Wednesdays. 

 
4:30 pm — newer players and lessons 

6:00 pm — advanced play 



 This year’s recipient of  
The Maxine Rippe Award is our very own  

Ellen Luepke 
 
 The Maxine Rippe Award recognizes an individual whose past 
and present service to the Allen County community exemplifies 
Christian compassion. Administered by The Lutheran Foundation, it is 
one of four monetary awards given annually through the Raymond 
Rosenberger Award Foundation.  
 
 A longtime member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and a  
Kunkle Valve employee, Mr. Rosenberger lived frugally and invested  
nearly all of his income. At his passing, his estate established a 

foundation that funds four individual 
service awards, each granted by a 
different local northeastern Indiana 
organization. The Rosenberger Award Foundation funds The 
Lutheran Foundation’s Maxine Rippe Award, along with annual 
awards given by Parkview Hospital, St. Joseph Community Health 
Foundation, and the United Way of Allen County. Each of the four 
awards recognizes an individual who has demonstrated outstanding 
community service on behalf of a local charitable organization.  
This award was named in memory of Maxine Rippe to honor those 
who are dedicated to serving their community and alleviating human 
suffering. Maxine was a student at the Lutheran School of Nursing 
when she died of polio in 1940. She was a graduate of South Side 
High School and a member of the National Honor Society. A member 
of Trinity English Lutheran Church, Maxine sang in the choir at the 
church, was a past queen of Fort Wayne Bethel of Job’s Daughters, 

and served several local civic organizations. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Rippe, she was 
engaged to Dr. Lad Zeman of Chicago. Maxine was just six months shy of graduating and a few 
months from becoming a bride when she passed away at the age of 20 at Riley Hospital in 
Indianapolis. 
 
 Qualified Maxine Rippe Award nominees 
have demonstrated exceptional service—either as a 
volunteer or as an employee—to a local Allen 
County charitable organization that alleviates 
human suffering, promotes wellness, or enhances 
quality of life for those suffering from illness or 
injury. In keeping with the goals of the Rosenberger 
Award Foundation, the annual award typically 
exceeds $10,000 and is meant to encourage 
lifelong community involvement. The recognized 
recipient is selected from the submitted nominees to 
receive the cash award. Qualified nominees: Have 
performed diligent and faithful service on behalf of a 
tax-exempt, charitable Allen County organization 
that works to alleviate human suffering, enhance the quality of life of persons afflicted with illness or 
injury, or promote wellness through the prevention of illness, disease or injury. Have displayed 
extraordinary devotion to furthering the organization’s objectives. 
Have encouraged others to serve the organization and further its objectives. Have served or 
currently serves the organization either as an employee or a volunteer. 



WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
Pastor Jeff Teeple – PastorT@plcms.org  
Pastor Jim Elsner – Elsner.Jim@gmail.com 
Sara Miller – Director@weecreations.org 
Kristin McGee – Admin@plcms.org 
Jodie Church – JChurch@plcms.org 
Corin Vincent – Secretary@plcms.org 
Amber Vonderau – Amber@plcms.org 
Hope Korte – ComfortDog@plcms.org 

Church Text Messages  

& Email App 

To sign up for church text messages:  
Send a text to the number 81010.  

In the message type “@peacefrem”.  
 

You will receive  
a text  

asking for         
your name.  

Respond with your 
first and last name.  

You will receive text messages from           
Pastor Teeple regarding church updates. 

Dove Tails 
 

Hello friends! I’m excited to tell you about a fun adventure I had this past month. I got to take 
a long car ride with some of my regular humans, Pam, Stan, and Connie. I really love car 
rides; except they don’t let me stick my nose out the window. I went to a thing called “A Night 
To Remember” in a place called Indianapolis.  
Everyone was dressed fancy, so my team bought me a sparkly bandana!  I met a new friend 
and I think he fell in love with me right away. Of course, I wanted to lick him and show him 
love right back, but—once again—I was told not to lick. My new friend understood that I love 
to lick. He told Pam that I was showing love by licking. Pam agreed 
but explained to my friend that I can’t be allowed to lick ‘cause some 
humans don’t like it. (Weird, right?) My team is trying to teach me 
that I can show love to friends in other ways. But I still try to sneak a 
lick when they aren’t looking.  
Pam told the new friend to look into my “pretty brown eyes”. My new 
friend agreed that I have pretty eyes and that they show love when 
he stared into them. Maybe I can show love without licking, but it still 
seems weird to me. Anyway, my new friend gave me the biggest 
smile and a great big hug. He walked away very happy. I was so 
happy to make him smile. Pam said that moment melted her heart. 
She said, “Good girl!”. I know she was talking to me. 
Love,  
Dove 





Peace Youth and Young Adult News 
 

Amber’s contact info- 260-414-8184 or amber@plcms.org 
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Although we don’t have  
in-person Sunday School 
during the summer months, we 
are excited to offer your family 
something new. Beginning  
after Memorial Day, we will 
have Bible stories, songs, 
lessons, and activities  
available for you to do at home 
each week together. The  
stories will go along with the 
weekly church readings.  
Printed copies will be available 
for pick up at the Connection 
Center and online links and 
materials will be posted on our 
Sunday School  
Facebook page. I can’t wait to 
see how many of our families 
enjoy a “Summer in the Son.” 

Regular Sunday School will begin 

again in September.  

Be on the lookout for “Summer in the 

Son” at-home lessons for your family 

to do together  

during the summer months! 
 

National Youth Gathering 

We have 19 youth and adults going to Houston this summer! Thank you for all 
your fundraising help. We are almost to our goal! Our next parent  

meeting will be June 26th and we really need all involved youth and a  
parent to attend. 

High School and Young Adult Summer Series 
 

This summer any interested high school or college age student who wants to dive deep into  
his/her strengths and purpose can do so through a Bible study this summer. The study will 
guide us to identify our God-given talents and see how God may be calling us to use those  

talents to further His kingdom. Let Amber know if you are interested so she can order  
supplies. In-person or virtual options can be available depending on the group schedules. 



On May 20th our mission team headed out to Alaska for a 
building missions work project. Our team of 8 flew out of 
Detroit airport and will be in Alaska for a full week. 
We can’t wait to hear all about their trip when they  
return. Prayers for safe travels. 

Philip Mann 
Don Luepke 

Pam Hall 

Dean & Jeanette 
Meridew 

Tom & Cinda Gerbers 
Chelsea Gerbers 

OUR 
TEAM! 

These 4 Seniors came here for a work day. 
They spread 3 pallets worth of much on the  

playground in 2 hours! 
 

One of the boys, Sam (in the gray shirt) Attended  
Wee Creations Preschool when he was little.  



BEGINNING THIS SUMMER 2022 
A NEW MUSIC MINISTRY AT PEACE 

PRAISE TEAM 

Beginning in June of 2022 Peace Lutheran Church will have its very own 
Praise Team to assist the congregation with worship songs and to incor-
porate into our worship services contemporary Christian praise selec-
tions accompanied by live music.  What are some of the elements of this 
new ministry? 

The Praise Team will consist of an ensemble of instruments and singers (e.g., piano, 
guitar, drum).   

The Praise Team will provide worship songs and contemporary praise music with 
live accompaniment for the 10:00am/10:30am Sunday worship services and the 
6:30pm Monday worship service. Occasionally, they may be involved in the 
8:00am service, e.g., during the summer months and special festival Sundays. 

The Praise Team will provide not only leadership of congregational singing but also 
special contemporary praise selections.  These will be pre-scheduled and practiced 
by the team.   

The Praise Team will practice primarily two times a month on Mondays from 
7:30pm-8:00pm (after the 6:30pm worship service) and sometimes at 9:00am on 
Sundays during the summer months when there is no Bible Class taking place. 

The Praise Team will be under the direction of Judy Scharpenberg, our former adult 
choir director.  As a side note … the adult choir and handbells are now directed by 
Mary Anne Hibbard and will practice on Wednesday evenings beginning in Sep-
tember. 

CONTACT JUDY SCHARPENBERG (260-248-1166) 
TO BECOME A PART OF THE PEACE LUTHERAN PRAISE 

TEAM! 
It is our mission - in this new praise team ministry – 

 to glorify God and edify the people of Peace 
through the gift of music in our worship services. 

SAVE THE DATE … SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 … 4PM-6PM 
 

The Praise Team will sponsor an end-of-the-summer OLD-TIME GOSPEL  
SINGALONG!  This will take place in our outdoor pavilion.  We’re planning to have 
pizza and ice cream sundaes for this event.  Watch for details to come. 



6/1 John Urbahns 
6/4 Jan Thiele 
6/5 Jill Crosby 
6/6 Cathy Frastaci 
6/7 Bonnie Handlin 
 Pat Ervin 
6/8 Inge Hermann 
 Chad Korte 
 Pam Freeman 
 Linda Keele 
6/9 Rick Kirkton 
 Corey Lahnum 
6/11 Janet Ahlersmeyer 
6/12 Sandy Hathaway 
6/14 Margie Eyster 
6/20 Bill James 
 Angie Hendrickson 
 Alfred Bass 
6/21 Drake Hepp 
 Jim Schuller 
 Dove 

6/23 Brea Harris 
 Kevin Hieber 
6/24 Lynn Hoffman 
6/25 Rita James 
 Liz Thomas 
6/27 Carol Frenger 
 Larry Oberst 
6/28 Rhoda Rupright 
 Jon Armstrong 
 Cindy Bond 
 Chad Murphy 
 Oliver Ross 
6/29 Yvonne Berlew 
 Carol Gepfert 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
6/1/2013 Jack & Ann Clark 
6/2/1984 Steve & Linda Soldano 
6/3/1995 Larry & Marie Font 
6/4/1977 Scott & Cindy Bond 
6/5/1965 Ron & Sandra Heilman 
6/5/1965 Richard & Carol Glusenkamp 
6/7/1980 Rick & Gay Kirkton 
6/9/1984 Larry & Linda Reidenbach 
6/9/1995 Frank & Pam Hall 
6/10/1989 Kenn & Laurie Lehman 
6/12/1999 Ryan & Kelley Smith 
6/13/1987 Mike & Judy McCrea 
6/14/1968 Jim & Judy Schuller 
6/16/1990 David & Aimee Biddle 
6/18/1959 Fred & Kay Bright 
6/20/1981 Paul & Elaine Beckwith 
6/21/1953 Bill & Margie Eyster 
6/21/2014 Dean & Brenda Von Deylen 
6/22/1963 David & Alice Phillips 
6/22/1968 Norm & Tina King 
6/22/2001 Brian & Lisa Harris 
6/25/1960 Bob & Sharon McNeal 
6/25/1983 Rod & Lori Olson 
6/25/1988 Philip & Christy Mann 
6/26/1993 Brian & Pam Freeman 

Altar Flowers — for the month of June 
  

6/5 Ron & Sandy Heilman in honor of their 
 57th wedding anniversary 
 

6/12 Norm & Tina King in honor of their 54th 
 wedding anniversary 
 

6/19 Bill & Margie Eyster in honor of  
 their 69th wedding anniversary 
 

6/26 Rod & Lori Olson in honor of  
 their 39th wedding anniversary.  

Happy Birthday Dove! 




