
Dear friends in our Lord, 

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”  

This month on Easter morning we will greet 
each other with these words. I pray that until 
then you continue in your Lenten journey 
steadfast, and celebrate all the special 
moments of Holy Week especially: Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday. Please 
avail yourselves of these special days of 
worship and prayer!  

On a different note: Six years ago – way 
back in 2016 – our congregation engaged a 
Strategic Planning Process that helped us 
understand ourselves as a congregation, and 
our opportunities in the Kingdom work that God 
has for us in this region. We were asked to look 
deeply into the life and identity of the 
congregation. Through those meetings, surveys 
and other activities, we attempted to answer 
some basic questions about who we think we 
are, and about what we believe God is directing 
us to do as His congregation.  

When all was said and done, there were five 
foundational questions which we were 
addressing: What is our identity? What are our 
core values? What is our missional identity? 
What is our mission statement? What is our 
vision for the future?  

This month for my newsletter article, once 
again, I want to share with you a brief review 
of those questions and some of the answers 
that we prayerfully uncovered in our work back 
then – and what we have committed to in the 
years since. I hope that this article will help you 
see the ‘big picture’ of what is happening here 
at Peace. This ‘big picture’ is especially helpful 
as we are in the change process of growing our 
ministries, our staff team, and prayerfully 
considering our campus and facility. 

Then, in the months to come, I would like to 
explain and expand on some of these concepts. 
I want to help us see our biblical foundation, 
and some of the application of these answers 
into the life of our ministries.  

First, what is our Identity? Who are we? 
Peace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod whose 
central purpose is to provide believers and non-
believers the opportunity to participate in 

Biblically-centered worship of God; a friendly, 
encouraging Christian fellowship; and learning 
opportunities to help them grow in their holy 
call to be agents of Godly change in their 
family, community and world.  

Second, what are our Core Values? 
What do we value and what do we hold dear? 
We are a Christian congregation that values 
Biblically-centered teaching and preaching; 
friendly, Christian fellowship; and opportunities 
to grow as Christ-like leaders in our community. 

Third, what is our Missional Identity? 
What has God given us to do? Peace Lutheran 
Church exists to intentionally disciple people of 
all ages to grow in their faith as God’s holy 
people – people who are called to praise and 
proclaim His Name, learn and love like Jesus 
Christ, and care and celebrate together in the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  

Fourth, what is our Mission Statement? 
How can we summarize it succinctly? We are 
“Friendly People, Growing in Christ - Called to: 
Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and 
Celebrate!” 

And fifth, what is our Vision Statement? 
In other words, what is our direction as a 
congregation, as we head into the future that 
God has planned for us? We envision that, 
because of the friendly fellowship at Peace 
Lutheran Church, all the people of our area will 
join us as we praise and proclaim the Triune 
God, learn and grow in the love found only in 
Jesus Christ, and devote ourselves to sharing in 
our neighbor’s life by caring for all! 

May God the Holy Spirit continue to bless our 
life together here at Peace. And may we 
explore the boundless opportunities that God 
gives us each and every day to live in His 
mission in Fremont, Angola, Coldwater and the 
whole tri-state region!  

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 

Almighty God, direct and guide us by Your Holy 
Spirit. May we both plan and accomplish those 
things that will benefit Your Church, and glorify 
Your Name; though Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

Peace Lutheran Church 
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Stephen Ministers need Care Receivers. Care Receivers need Stephen Ministers.   
 
Our Stephen Ministers have received over 50 hours of training and up to two 
years of supervision and continuing education. They are ready! A few female 

Caregivers have reached closure with their Care Receivers and 
stand ready to be a listening ear, prayer partner, and ready to 
walk along side of any woman struggling with issues in her life.   
 
Speak with any Stephen Leader (Rick Kirkton, Ellen Luepke or 
Pastor Teeple) to walk you through the process. We also need 
several men to become Stephen Ministers. We would like to 
begin a new class soon. Speak with a Stephen Leader who will 
help you discern that “tug” from the Holy Spirit. 

Dove Tails  
Happy springtime! I love spring, my handlers not so much. 
They say I get too muddy and think I need a bath all the time. 
Mud is fun, though! I am getting more walks and get to be 
outside more! 

One of my very important visits this past month 
was when I visited the Fremont Police and Fire 
Departments. I took them food — well, I didn’t 
take food. I tend to eat food. One of my favorite 
handlers, Pam, made special cookies that had my 
picture on them. She knows how to make a girl 
feel special. The police and fireman loved me. I 
think they really appreciated my crinkly ears and 
that I was a good girl. They even let me climb on 
a fire truck. Luckily, they didn’t 
turn on any sirens. The first 

responders, at least 
that is what my Top 
Dog kept referring to 
them as, learned 
about my program. 
There was a lot of 
discussion that I didn’t 
understand, but my 
team thought it was a 
great visit. 

Dove 
 

From the desk of Top Dog, Hope Korte: 
We are still taking applications for handlers. If you would like more information about the role 
of a handler, please reach out to me at 260-243-0893. We are always adding to our team, 
there are many ways to be an active Ministry Partner, just ask! 



Holy Week - 2022 
 

If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.   
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  

 (1 Corinthians 15:13-14) 
 
 Our annual holy season of Lent draws to a close this month. For these forty days, we have 
again directed our gaze more earnestly to the cross of Christ. But these Lenten days are not an 
end in themselves. They are a means to life! The cross of Christ is not an end in itself. It is a 
means to life!   
 Since Jesus Christ rose from death and the grave on Easter, forgiveness, life, and salvation 
are guaranteed to every believer. To paraphrase the passage above:  “Your faith is not 
worthless! Your faith in Jesus Christ has value - now and forever!” 
 
During Holy Week (April 10-17) — Join us in worship as we remember those events that 
brought our forgiveness and salvation to reality.   
 
Palm Sunday (April 10)  (Celebration Worship w/ Holy Communion) — The people of Jerusalem 
waved palm branches and welcomed Jesus, shouting "Hosanna to the Son of David!”   
 
Maundy Thursday (April 14)  (Evening Worship at 6:30 pm w/ Holy Communion) — On the night 
He was betrayed, Jesus shared His last supper with His disciples. Through the simple forms of 
bread and wine, He established a new covenant in His Body and Blood.  
 
Good Friday (April 15)  (Evening Worship at 6:30 pm) — Wearing a crown of thorns, Jesus was 
mocked by soldiers as He went to the cross to die for our sins. With great awe, we recall what 
Christ has done.   
 
Easter Sunday (April 17)  (Celebration Worship w/ Holy Communion) — Early in the morning of 
the first day of the week, Jesus rose from the grave!  Death and the devil could not hold the 
Lord Almighty! His appearances that day confirmed that “Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!” 
 

Bring your family and friends and celebrate our eternal salvation in Jesus Christ 
 during Holy Week at Peace Lutheran! 

GriefShare continues on Tuesdays, 3:30-5:00 pm,  
in the Fellowship Hall or the Library.  

It is not too late to attend, but please contact the 
group leaders. The facilitators are Steve & Charla 
Cygan and Doug & Luanne Haupt. Please feel free 
to contact them with any questions. 
 
This is a program designed for those who have 
experienced a loss ……  There is a workbook for your personal use at no cost. Even if 
you decide to come at the last moment, your are by all means welcome.  



 
 

Don Luepke    
 
The equinox has passed, daylight continues to fill more of our day, and my fellow gardeners are 
waking up from the winter. I feel like a big ol' grizzly bear coming out of hibernation -- A bit 
groggy and hungry! I am hungry for this coming growing season. I am hungry for garden 
tomatoes and gritty, fresh-out-of-the-soil carrots. I am hungry for another year with all of you!   

It has been a strange winter with a somewhat warmer and drier January and 
then finally the snows came in February. I have no idea what is in store for us 
for the coming months but it could be crazy as ever. Regardless, all of us who 
are intrigued by the soil and growing plants are certainly ready. There are no 
better optimists than gardeners. Being down here in the warmth of the 
Sunshine State, I could not help but plant some tomato, pepper, spinach and 
flower seeds to get a jump start on the growing season. When your hands get 
dirty in the soil, you just have to grow closer to your Creator. 

And so we begin the tenth year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.”  Again, the first 
portion of the name identifies who and what we are and the second why we exist, as we grow 
both physically and spiritually. This is a unique ministry of Peace Lutheran to help church and 
community members experience the joy of gardening and to share the fruits of the harvest with 
others.  

And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. There is no fee or cost involved but —        
Note: if you request a plot, it is necessary that you make the commitment to maintain 
the assigned garden area throughout the entire growing season. Priority in assignments 
will be given to gardeners who have had plots in prior years as they have worked to develop a 
particular area. 

From what I understand there may be a gardener who had a plot last year who will not be able to 
continue this year and so there will probably be a plot or two available to “newcomers” to the 
Peace Garden. What we need now is a list of all those who wish to have a garden plot for the 
season. Each plot is approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an area, you need to sign up 
in one of two ways: 
 1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Connections Desk in the church narthex. 

 2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-mail 
address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the same 
plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 3, so that we can develop our organizational plan. 

We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes 
community and perhaps mentor them in establishing a garden and 
producing food and flowers for their homes. If you know of someone 
outside of our church family please let them know. It is a matter of 
mission and ministry. After all, we are Peace Lutheran Church:  

“Friendly People – Growing in Christ,  

Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love,  
                       Care and Celebrate!”    

As always, let’s get growing! 

mailto:donluepke@juno.com


FAMILY PROMISE welcomes all Peace 

people who would like to help supply the 

evening meal for guests of this shelter for 

homeless people, mostly women and 

women with children.  

We will supply meals from April 18 (the 

day after Easter) through Friday, April 22.  

Sign up sheets will be on the Information 

Desk from Sunday, April 10, through 

Easter Sunday, April 17.  

If you are new and wish to help but have 

questions, please call Susan Fisher,    

517-238-5302.   

GRADUATION 
We will be recognizing all Peace  

High School and College graduates 
for 2022 

Please return this form to the church  
office by Sunday, May 22nd 

Email info/photos: Amber@plcms.org 
 
NAME ____________________________ 

SCHOOL __________________________ 

GRADUATION DATE? _______________ 

DEGREE ___________________________ 

FUTURE PLANS  _____________________ 

 _________________________________ 

SPECIAL HONORS ___________________ 

 _________________________________ 

Thursday Bible Class  
 
“April Showers... Along with May Flowers”    
 
Introducing a brand new Thursday morning 
Bible Study Series with Max Lucado's 
“Before Amen” - a study of the power of a 
single prayer.  Prayer is not a privilege only 
for the elite and leaders at Peace, but an 
opportunity God gives each one of us as a 
gift to simply have a conversation with our 
gracious Father. 
 
“Spring” into Spring with a commitment to 
gather with your sisters and brothers at 
Peace... and grow in your 
prayer life. Bring a friend! 
Hey, bring an enemy. 
Bring anyone you would 
like! Thursday mornings. 
9:30 AM. The coffee is on 
and there is something in 
the oven. 



Wednesday, May 11 
1:00-5:00 PM 

 
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 

or go to redcrossblood.org, sponsor code 
“peaceluth” 

to schedule your blood donation appointment. 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Elsner.Jim@gmail.com 
 (Kristin) Admin@plcms.org 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 Hope Korte 
    comfortdog@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

Altar Flowers  
 for the month of April, 
4/3 Dan & Jeanie Frasier in loving 

memory of their parents. 
4/10 Norma Schuler in memory of loved ones. 
4/17 Donna Lagemann in praise and 

thankfulness for our Risen Savior and in 
loving memory of her husband, Jerry, who 
is celebrating Easter in heaven with our 
Heavenly Father. 

4/24 to the glory of God by Donna Webb.  

EASTER is ALMOST HERE! 

We are asking anyone who would like to 
bring flowers for Easter to purchase their 
own at the store/florist of their choice.  
Please have them at the church by Saturday 
at 9am, April 16th.  
 
You may pick 
them up following 
the 10:30am 
Worship service 
on Easter 
Sunday.  

Thank you for 
adorning our 
church for this 
special day. 

WINGS OUTREACH —  
Items are being collected for Concordia 
Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of 
April: canned fruit and canned vegetables 

————————————————— 

“Lent is spring training.  

Easter is opening day!” 

—seen on a church sign 



4/1/2000 Pastor Jeff & Gina Teeple 
4/2/1983 Dan & Jeanie Frasier 
4/4/1964 Loren & Lana Jackemeyer 
4/8/1956 Gene & Bertie Melcher 
4/17/1982 Jeff & Nancy Zimmerman 
4/18/1964 Roger & Rhoda Rupright 
4/21/2001 Corey & Marie Lahnum 
4/23/1965 Dennis & Judy Hieber 
4/23/1994 Rod & Laura McCrea 
4/28/1984 Tom & Cinda Gerbers 

Birthdays 
 and Anniversaries 

4/1 Fred Bright 
 Jan Nowakowski 
 Carol Sturgis 
4/2 Phyllis Hall 
4/3 Lee Chard 
 Michael Carr 
 Joy Ross 
4/4 Laurie Lehman 
4/6 George Griffith 
 Dean Twitchell 
4/7 Shane Steele 
4/8 Linda Miller 
 Jack Yahne 
4/9 Ryan Bergquist 
4/10 Norma Schuler 
 Deb Twitchell 
 Braden Toigo 
4/11 Bertie Melcher 
4/12 Thomas Kirkton 
4/13 Sandy Gast 
4/14 Sandy Brewbaker 
4/15 Lori Olson 
 Pastor Teeple 
4/17 Doug Haupt 
 Nona Miller 
4/19 Ron Barkley 
 Joe Honer 
4/20 Roxanne Metzger 
 Steve Paradine 
 Rob Ross 
 Linda Soldano 
 Cindy Wiebke 

4/22 Andrew Goeglein 
 Jim Ehle 
 Allison Hall 
4/23 Ann Peters 
 Wanda Hullinger 
 Alice Gerken 
4/27 Tim Bruick 
4/28 Aimee Biddle 
 Gina Teeple 
4/29 Ashley Brown 
4/30 Jaret Laughlin 

Life and Light 

Easter is the assurance 
that no matter how 
hopeless and dark things 
appear, God is alive and 
actively working. Our 
heavenly Father births life 
out of death, transforms 
brokenness into 
wholeness and shines 
light into darkness. 

In the words of the poet Christian Wiman  

     (from Every Riven Thing):  

When the time’s toxins 

have seeped into every cell … 

somehow a seed of belief sprouts … 

tugged upward by light … 


