
March News, 2022 

Peace Lutheran Church 
FREMONT, INDIANA 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

March 2 is Ash Wednesday! And I am sure I don’t 
need to tell you Easter is coming – April 17 – and that 
means that our Lenten season begins this month;  

But putting aside our worship and liturgical 
references during services, “Easter” advertising is 
everywhere in the stores and on TV. (Of course, I call 
it “Easter” advertising, because almost none of it has to do 
with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.) 

Even though some people don’t know much about the 
Christian meaning in this holiday, they can still sense 
something special is happening. They see Easter decorations; 
they see Easter candy.  

With all these candies and lightly-colored decorations, 
today’s culture and marketing specialists say Easter is a 
special day for children – it’s also a special day for adults too! 

Easter is an extraordinary day for Christians. It’s the day 
we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son and our 
Savior, from the dead. It sounds funny to say, but in order to 
die Christ had to be born and live! 

As you recall, our Christian story literally took shape at 
Christmas. On Christmas, Christians recall the birth of Jesus. 
Between Christmas and Easter, we tell and retell the stories 
of how Jesus grew to be a man. We hear of the miracles He 
performed to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies that 
demonstrated He was indeed God’s Son and the promised 
Savior. 

Six weeks before Easter, Christians begin preparing for 
Easter with the season of Lent.  During this time, Christians 
recall Jesus’ suffering and death. Lent reminds us that it was 
because of our sins that God’s Son left His home in heaven.  

As a Christian, I believe that Jesus Christ lived a life on 
earth – that He was born into a family and had friends…what 
might be called ‘loving relationships’. He even had enemies 
and those who plotted against him…what might be called 
‘strained relationships’. As a Christian, I confess that by faith I 
now have a relationship with Him…what might be called a 
‘saving relationship’. And those thoughts get me thinking 
about relationships again.  

God’s understanding of life lived in relationship to others is 
different than the world’s understanding.   

The world tells us that to be in love and in a relationship 
with others should be like boxes of chocolate – sweet and 
tied with a cute pink bow. The world often tells us that love 
should not be difficult or hard. The world tells us that 
relationships should not cause us any stress or strain. The 
world tells us that if those relationships do cause problems, 
they aren’t real and they aren’t worth having. And that 

message isn’t always direct, often it comes indirectly 
by insinuation. 

On Ash Wednesday we are going to come together for 
worship and be reminded of what real love looks and 
sounds like. When we read in John 3:16 that “God so 
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but 

have eternal life,” we find out that God’s understanding is 
that being in a loving relationship means bearing a burden. 

When God wanted a relationship with us, He took on a 
burden and sent Jesus to be with us. Then He took on another 
burden and lived a life here with us. Finally, He took our sins 
to the cross where He suffered the burden of hanging 
bloodily with those sins on His body.   

Christ lived the perfect life God asks us to live. Jesus 
suffered the punishment for our sins through His death on 
the cross. Just before He died, Jesus said, “It is finished.” His 
work for us was complete. God demonstrated that He 
accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for us by raising His Son to life again 
on Easter.  

Through faith, we believe that what Jesus did counts for 
us. Now, when God looks at us, He does not see our sinful 
lives. Rather, He sees the perfect life of His Son. And, as God’s 
children, we are promised eternal life with Him in heaven.   

This is the beautiful and simple story of God’s love for us! 

If you have never heard this story or if it has been a long 
time since you paid any attention to it, I encourage you to do 
something. (If you have heard the Easter story for many years 
and know it by heart, I encourage you to do something too.)  

Here it is: Attend the midweek Lenten 
services, as well as the Holy Week and 
Easter services here at church! When you 
do, you walk the path of Jesus and 
experience the joy surrounding this special 
day by being present in Jesus’ own house!   

Afterwards – and this is really 
important! – talk about what you see, hear, taste, and smell. 
The church is beautifully adorned. We sing special and 
familiar songs of triumph. The flowers on the altar are 
particularly pleasant. If someone welcomes you with the old 
Christian greeting, “Christ is risen”, you can respond with 
“Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!”   

As we rejoice in the Easter story, may your hearts be 
touched by the depth of Christ’s love. As we are joined 
together by Word, song, and Sacrament, may the direction of 
your lives be changed to reflect God’s will. As we remember 
and celebrate, may God richly bless you this Holiday season! 

Pastor Jeff Teeple 



 
The Blessings of Serving  
as a Stephen Minister 

 

 

Since 1975, nearly 500,000 Christian men and women from all walks of life have trained and served as Stephen 
Ministers. Most become Stephen Ministers as a way to serve others—but quickly discover the amazing blessings 
God gives them in return. Following are a several personal testaments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministers Care 
Our Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to people who are: 

• Grieving the death of a loved one 
• Lonely or discouraged 
• Coping with a terminal illness or caring for a family member with a terminal illness 
• Unemployed or in a job crisis 
• Facing a life transition 
• Experiencing divorce 
• Major health crisis 

 

What Is a Stephen Minister? 
A Stephen Minister is… 

• A child of God who walks beside a hurting person; 
• A caring Christian who really listens; 
• A member of our congregation who has received 50 hours of training in how to provide distinctively 

Christian care; 
• A person who is ready to focus on your needs; 
• A trustworthy confidant who will keep everything you way—and even your identity—confidential; and 
• Someone who will faithfully meet with you on a weekly basis for as long as your need persists. 

A Stephen Minister is NOT… 
• A counselor or therapist; 
• A problem-solver; 
• Someone who runs errands or helps with chores; or 
• A casual visitor. 

 

Why Stephen Ministry? 
Because the Bible tells us to: 
"Love one another as I have loved you."  -John 15:12 
"Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ."  -Galatians 6:2 
"Encourage one another and build each other up."  -1 Thessalonians 5:11a 
"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  
          –Ephesians 4:32 

Please consider God's calling to serve Him and our congregation. If you wish more information about the 
training process, contact one of our Stephen Leaders:  Ellen Luepke, Rick Kirkton, or Pastor Teeple. 

"Stephen Minister training has helped me relate 
better to family, friends, neighbors—everyone I 
meet. I've experienced the fruits of the spirit—
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
self-control. God is part of my daily life more 
than ever before. It's been a real blessing." 
Maria, Mother 
Ridgefield, Connecticut 

"Since becoming a Stephen Minister, I've experienced a 
richness of God's grace beyond anything I could have 
imagined. To truly listen with the ears of Christ, to see 
others through his eyes, to know his heart, to see Jesus 
working through you to touch the life of someone else 
is a window into heaven." 
William, Business Owner 
Katy, Texas 
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WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Elsner.Jim@gmail.com 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 (Kristin) Admin@plcms.org 
 comfortdog@plcms.org 
      (Hope Korte) 
 Director@weecreations.org 

Permanent Endowment Fund 
 Did you know that Peace has a Permanent Endowment Fund? Established in 2019, the 
endowment fund has grown to approximately $225,000. The endowment serves to further and fulfill 
the mission of Peace now and in the future. There are four options for funding ministries through the 
Endowment at Peace: 

1) The Church Fund advances the mission and ministries of the congregation. 
2) The Wee Creations Fund supports and promotes the outreach and educational 

ministries to children and their families. 
3) The Scholarship Fund assists families of Wee Creations with fees and tuition costs 

when families are financially restricted. 
4) The Restricted Gift Fund allows the Board of Directors to work with individuals to 

designate gifts or funds for special initiatives. 
There are many different ways to contribute to the Endowment Fund. Some options include 

outright gifts of cash, securities, real estate, bequests, life insurance and Trusts. This list is not 
exhaustive. We encourage you to consult with your accountant, attorney or financial advisors to 
review your estate planning options. Pastor Teeple and/or representatives of our Permanent 
Endowment Committee are available to assist you in making a gift to the Endowment Fund.   

Please consider supporting the ministries of Peace through a gift to the Endowment Fund. 

Lectors to Return 

Beginning with the First Sunday in Lent, March 6, we 
will be served by lay readers 
during the worship services.  
Continuing their traditional 
role at Peace Lutheran, 
Lectors will read publicly the 
Old Testament and Epistle 
readings along with their 
introductions.   

If you would like to serve as a Lector, please sign up 
at the information counter by the front entrance and 
indicate a preference of worship times for reading.  
Later this spring, an Orientation Meeting will be held 
for all Lectors.  

Questions? Contact Pastor Jim Elsner. 

“Faith is the first factor in a life 
devoted to service.  

Without it, nothing is possible.  

With it, nothing is impossible.” 

—Mary McLeod Bethune 



WINGS 
OUTREACH —  
Beverages are being 
collected during 
March for Concordia 
Seminary in Fort Wayne: 

Coffee Tea Juice 

GriefShare will begin on Tuesday, March 15, 2022 and will meet for 13 weeks. 
3:30-5:00 pm. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
This is a program designed for those who have experienced a loss ……  There is a workbook 
for your personal use at no cost. Even if you decide to come at the last moment, your are by 
all means welcome.  
 
Group facilitators are Steve & Charla Cygan and Doug 
& Luanne Haupt. Please feel free to contact them with 
any questions. 

Altar Flowers for the month of March, 
3/6 Steve & Linda Soldano in celebration  
 of their granddaughter’s 1st birthday. 
3/13 Eugene Sumney in loving memory of his 
 wife, Marjorie. 
3/20 Carol Harkins in loving memory  
 of her  husband, Rick. 
3/27 Jim & Linda Miller in loving memory  
 of their daughter, Kris Thiele. 

WHAT IF the January Women's Retreat 
at Camp Lutherhaven was 
rescheduled? 

WHAT IF the 
Retreat will be 
March 25-27, 2022? 

WHAT IF you could 
now attend the 
rescheduled 
Retreat? 

It would be an "intentional pause" with 
other followers of Christ, learning, 
worshiping, laughing, and connecting 
with other women!  Experience the 
theme "What If?"  What if . . . we 
believed God is who He says He 
is?  What if . . . we believed we are who 
God says we are?  What if . . . we did 
what God asked us to do?   

Camp Lutherhaven is in Albion; the 
Retreat was rescheduled from January 
due to Covid.  For more information or 
to register, please visit 

www.lutherhaven.org  

Come and join the fun!  Invite a friend! 
Enjoy the outdoors!  Need more 
information?  Contact Elaine Elsner. 

http://www.lutherhaven.org/


NYG Envelope Fundraiser 

 

     In February and continuing through March, there 
is a wall of numbered envelopes hanging in the 
Fellowship Hall. Each 
envelope includes a 
letter from a Peace 
student. The number 
on the envelope 
represents a 
donation amount. We invite you to take an envelope to 
help us raise the funds needed to attend the National 
Youth Gathering. 

We will also have envelopes for prayer partners. Take 
an envelope and pray for that youth now, while they 
are in Houston, and for as long as you’d like. I hope 
this will be a  great way to connect our teens with the 
adult members of our congregation! 

The envelopes (both monetary 
donations and prayer 
envelopes) can be returned to 
one of the donation boxes in 
the church. Checks are to be 
written to Peace Lutheran 
with NYG in the memo.   

We couldn’t do this without 
your support. 
If for any reason you need me, 

call or text anytime at 260-414-8184.   

Thanks! -Amber 

MARCH    SCHEDULE 

During the month of March in 

Junior Sunday School we will be 

learning about Paul. 

 

March 20th and 27th- 

NO Pre-K through HS 

Sunday School (Fremont 

and Angola Spring Break) 



 MAKE 

        A    

           JOYFUL 

                    NOISE! 

As the season of Easter approaches, the 
worship leaders of Peace are looking for 
more joyful noise makers: 

… voices for the choir 
… solo voices for the choir on special songs 
… instruments for accompanying special songs  
 (e.g. flute, trumpet, percussion, violin) 
… bell-ringers 
… pianists for piano/organ duets 

Please contact Judy Scharpenberg by phone or text at 260-248-1166 to check out all the 
possibilities for becoming a part of our worship services through music.   

Choir meets on Wednesdays and Handbells meet on Thursdays. 

The Holy Season of Lent 

The church’s holy season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2.   
Our Mid-Week Lenten Vespers are centered on the theme:  “In View of God’s 
Mercy”.  Lent is a season when we take a look at our lives in view of God’s 
mercy toward us in the sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross.  We, in turn, are 
called by God, especially during this time of repentance and reflection, to be 
living sacrifices for him, displaying our devotion to him in word and deed.   

+  Ash Wednesday  (Mar. 2) – “Mercy in Ashes” from the ancient prophet Joel. 

+  Lent 1 (Mar. 9) – “Mercy in Betrayal”  (Arrest in the Garden) 

+  Lent 2 (Mar. 16) – “Mercy in Temptation”  (Peter’s Denial) 

+  Lent 3 (Mar. 23) – “Mercy in Service”  (Jesus’ Trials) 

+  Lent 4 (Mar. 30) – “Mercy in Relationships”  (Jesus Publicly Condemned) 

+  Lent 5 (April 6) – “Mercy in Suffering”  (On the Cross) 
 
All Mid-Week Lenten Vespers  will be conducted in-person at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary of Peace Lutheran. 
 

Daily Devotions for Lent — “In View of God’s Mercy” 
     Each day through Lent and Holy Week, we take a look at our lives in view of God’s mercy toward us 
through the sacrifice of his Son for us on the cross. Jesus helps us to see and experience the richness of 
God’s mercy in his life, death, and resurrection. We, in turn, are called by God to be living sacrifices for him, 
displaying our commitment to him in word and deed. These devotions help us to set our sights on what is 
meaningful and holy in our faith walk with God. 
     Copies of In View of God’s Mercy  Daily Devotions for Lent are available in the church entry or by 
calling the church office. 

+ + + 

Lenten Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries 
     In Suffering Servant, we encounter Jesus the Man sent to redeem a lost world. Born in the flesh, Jesus 
became like us. Taking the form of a Servant, He emptied Himself.  Bearing our sins to the cross, He gives us 
newness of life through His victory over death won for us by His resurrection from 
the dead. 
     Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as you do 
the same for others.  Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast the audio 
devotional, access them on your mobile device through the FREE app, or listen 
with Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa, or Google Home.  Seasonal Devotions for Lent are 
available in both English and Spanish.    
     Visit the LHM website:  lhm.org  
     Perfect for personal reflection or to share with family and friends, these seasonal 
meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of these seasons. 

https://www.lhm.org/newsroom/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/podcasts/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/apps/default.asp
https://open.spotify.com/show/6hAn6YcXLeoM2H73cSLhDY
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/966-daily-devotions-29418008/
https://www.lhm.org/voiceassist/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/printenglish_step2.asp


“Faith  

is permitting 

ourselves  

to be seized  

by the things  

we do not see.” 
 

— Martin Luther 

Family Promise 

     People from Peace are invited to help provide 
the evening meals for 8 guests at Family Promise, 
March 7 - 11 (Monday through Friday only). Bring 
your dish to the Fellowship Hall kitchen at Peace by 
5 p.m., and a driver will transport the food to 
Coldwater. 
Both cooks and 
delivery people 
are needed 
each evening. 

     Sign up at the Connection Center by the west 
door from February 27 through March 6.  Choose a 
day that suits you, decide if you want to provide the 
entree, side dish (if needed), salad or vegetable, 
and, some days, a dessert. The guests are not the 
same people each time, so you may even make the 
same recipe from an earlier time! Disposable pans 

are available if needed. Please pray 
as you prepare your dish.  

     Questions?  Call Susan Fisher  
at 517-238-5302. 

 
   CALLING ALL LADIES OF PEACE  

 

Important WINGS meeting at 6:30pm on Thursday, 
March 17 … PLANTING THE SPRING GARDEN!   

Our special guest is Paula Huguenard who will talk to us 
about some gardening basics zeroing in on gardening with pots and containers.  
She will also share an overview of the Master Gardner program and 
information about the garden plots at Peace. So whether you plant vegetables, 
fruits, or flowers, you won’t want to miss this presentation. We will also be 
learning how to plant the spring garden of daily living.  

Our business agenda includes planning for the WINGS Women’s Retreat 
coming on Saturday, October 1, 2022. Bring your ideas for fundraising for that 
event!  Of course there will be food for you to enjoy too.   



Birthdays & Anniversaries 
3/2 Dan Toigo 
3/3 Grant Korte 
3/4 Bonnie Hollman 
 Earlene Panning 
 Sue Shollenberger 
3/5 Chuck Crosby 
 Rick Panning 
3/6 Kelly Johnson 
3/7 Marla Toigo 
 Andrew Miller 
3/8 Jack Clark 
3/10 Chris Hanke 
 Bill Metzger 
3/11 Jaeger Bergquist 
3/12 Ken Scharpenberg 
3/13 Audrey McDowell 
3/15 Cheryl Johnson 
3/18 Luanne Haupt 
 Sandy Heilman 
3/19 Konner Stockwell 
3/20 Tammy Panning 
3/22 Emma Griffiths 
 Brian Parrish 
3/23 Ron Oldsen 
 Barbara Kraegel 
 Tom Gerbers 
3/25 Loren Jackemeyer 
 Dan Haffner 
3/28 Sydney Hinchliffe 
 Brooke Shelburne 
 Taylor Shelburne 
3/29 Amber Vonderau 
3/31 Tina King 
 Joshua Mann 

3/3/1967 Dan & Patti Haffner 
3/18/1967 Don & Joyce Schuller 
3/18/1972 Jerry & Linda Lake 
3/26/1966 Jim & Linda Miller 
3/27/1981 Dick & Pam Lehman 
3/27/1982 Peter & Randi Keck 

Dove Tails  

Hi all, I am PAWsitively excited to share with you 
one of my travels this past month. Amber and 
Leslie Ann took me to the library! I love it there. I 
always enjoy the smell of old books.  If you visit 
the library, be sure to eat first—they don’t have 
any food on the floor.  Some of my friends come 
every time they know I am there, that makes me 
feel special. Leslie Ann saw this tall human that 
had a heavy heart and she prayed with them, 
which I appreciated because I have trouble 

finding my words. Amber overheard another tall person talking to a 
short person. The tall person had the short person pet my crimpy ears. 
The tall person then said to the short one to remember the softness and 
try to recall it when they struggle with their emotions. I’m pretty lucky 
to be able to calm others down or to help humans 
struggling. I love going out into the community and 
providing love, comfort and sharing the love of Jesus with 
others. Thank you for adopting me into your Church family! 
Paws to you! 

Dove 
 

From the desk of Top Dog: 
I would like to ask everyone to pray for our team. We are doing exciting 
things in the name of Christ. Please consider being a handler on our 

team or refer me to someone you think would be a good fit. 
We need 2-3 people who have a Christian faith, daytime 
flexibility, willingness to go to Chicago for 3 days for training, 
and the love for Dove. Please pray for this team to find the 
answer to this need. I sincerely appreciate the outpouring of 
support and love that you’ve shown to our ministry. 
Hope Korte, Top Dog, 260-243-0893 


