
Dear Friends, 
A blessed New Year to you! May we all be given opportunity to recognize and thank God for His 

steadfast love through all generations, years, and seasons.  
 
New Staff Member! 
 As we head into the New Year, I want to share with you exciting news: we have a new 

staff member here at Peace! Kristin McGee is our new Business Administrator! Kristin will be the point 
person for several different areas in our ministry, both in the congregation and at Wee Creations. The 
general duties of the position will be centered around oversight for 
human resource processes and programs, financial management, facility 
and property oversight, volunteer program coordination, and church 
office management. 

 As this is a new position for us at Peace, there will be a 
large learning curve for Kristin and for us. Please keep this in your 
prayers! Over the next year, we will be growing in our understanding of 
this position and all the ways Kristin will be involved in the day-to-day 
operations, as well as in the overall leadership of the ministries.  

Kristin is a wonderful addition to our staff and brings a wealth of 
business experience and a strong Christian faith to our team! We will be 
installing her in the month of January. Welcome Kristin! 

 
Witness and Outreach 
As we think about all the opportunities to grow in faith and Christian love, I recognize that many 

faithful people don’t know much about evangelism – short of scattered visions of canvassing a 
neighborhood or mission work in distant countries.  

I desperately want to change those perceptions – because every person can share what God has 
done; every person is given a story to tell.   

Maybe you have never thought of it this way, but in its simplest form, evangelism is a brief 
moment of exchange. More often than not, evangelism happens during quiet conversations between 
two people. Evangelism can happen when another person recognizes that you live, see and understand 
things differently because of your faith.    

In many ways, our life as a witness to Jesus Christ is a commitment to long-term relationships 
with people. And, in the course of those relationships we are given ample opportunity to draw 
attention to God’s work in our lives – that is, to evangelize, to share the Good News that God is with us 
in his love, grace, and forgiveness.  

According to one researcher, people seldom are “suddenly catapulted into a relationship with 
Christ.” Rather, a relationship with Christ comes about over time as people are exposed to the message 
of Christ through their relationship with you!  When you share with others, you can make an eternal 
difference in their lives. That is a moment of evangelism. 
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You are called to something precise, something very special.  You are called to witness to Jesus 
Christ to individuals that you are in relationship with.  

You are called by God to be a witness. A witness points to the working of Jesus in their own life.   
A witness says: “Jesus died for me!”  A witness says: “God is at work in my life!” Witnesses tell a 

very special story – their own life story. Witnesses tell the powerful story of how God works His love 
and grace in specific ways – through all the trials, tribulations, and even joys of their own lives.  As the 
witness tells his or her own story, that witness tells the story of God’s love at work in the lives of all 
people!  What a great story to tell! 

Take stock of all the relationships that you have, whether at home, work, school, or elsewhere. 
As you recognize the relationships that you are in – the relationships that God has brought into your 
life – be looking for opportunities to share your own story of God’s work in your life.  As you do, you 
will be acting as a witness to Jesus Christ. 

May God bless our New Year together! 
Let’s head into 2022 renewed in our Mission at Peace:  

“Friendly People – Growing in Christ! Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love,  
Care and Celebrate!” in this tri-state area! To God be the Glory!  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

Dear Friends,  

I wanted to give you all a quick update on our deployment to Oxford, Michigan. Thank you for the 
continued prayers for us and this community. Chad Korte, Stephanie Paradine, and I were the handlers 
from Sunday-Wednesday. Steve and Charla Cygan came up early and were God's mouth and feet from 
Wednesday-Friday. The community and Lutheran Church Charities released us from our duties a few 
days early so we can all get some rest and give Dove some rest. They asked Team Dove to come back 
next week, Wednesday-Friday when Oxford school district is reopening its elementary and middle 
schools. LCC is bringing in dogs for the beginning of the week – all the way from Illinois and Kentucky! –  
until we are able to come back to Oxford. The high school is yet to reopen, which will be after the 
holidays. We are expecting to be asked back for the high school reopening in January sometime.  

The Oxford community is a small tight community, similar to ours. Everyone has appreciated us coming 
and is surprised at what lengths we have gone to be with them.  We have visited preschools, high 
schools, churches, youth groups, coffee houses, Meijer (where the students were reunited with their 
family after the shooting), and a mom's group that have gathered because of the shooting. (I'm probably 
forgetting some of the spots we visited, but hopefully, you get the idea that we have met a lot of people!) 
The days have been long and at times you don't feel like you are reaching the "right" people. Just when 
we start to second guess ourselves, God gives us a light and encourages us to keep up the good work! 

If you follow LCC on Facebook, you can see many of the 
positive comments from people in the community! 

I am sure I don't need to tell any of you, but Dove is just 
perfect. In every group we met, someone named her their 
favorite dog. She would get exhausted by the end of the day 
but kept working and doing her job. She gained a lot of new 
followers on her social media pages! She really is the bridge 
for our work: sharing God's love, compassion, and mercy. 

I really can't thank you all enough for your thoughts, prayers 
and concerns. You all contribute to this ministry and it is all 
very much appreciated. It takes a village! We are truly 
blessed to be a blessing to those who are hurting. Please 
keep the whole ministry team in your prayers as they serve 
in the coming weeks. I am so thankful for all of you!  

God Bless you. 

Hope Korte, Top Dog 
ComfortDog@plcms.org 
https://www.facebook.com/DoveComfortDog 



-A CUP AND A PRAYER- 
     WINGS JANUARY PROJECT 
 

During January, at 8:30AM each day, all ladies of Peace are invited to join 
WINGS prayer warriors while sipping on a cup of your choice of hot beverage.  
Create your prayer space with a warm quilt, rocking chair, quiet corner or 
whatever it takes to create an atmosphere for prayer.   If you would like to be 
included in an email that reminds you each week and updates our prayer topics, 
please email to Judy Scharpenberg at kjscharp@mchsi.com.     
 

This year our WINGS January prayer time is going to focus on the mission statement of Peace … Friendly 
People – Growing in Christ called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate.  Now think 
of the multitude of groups of friendly people who are associated with Peace Lutheran Church!  The 
prayer for each group, each week, is the same – to be friendly people, to be growing people, to be people 
who support the Peace mission within their special group and who organize their activities within the 
parameters of each part of the mission.  As you pray for each group, the challenge is to discover just how 
the Peace mission is “expressed” by that group.  Please add any groups that may not be listed. 
 

                       

 January 2 – 8 Sunday School/Bible Class, Confirmation, Stephen Minsters 
 Monday Bible Class, Sunday School, Youth Ministry, Confirmation teachers, Stephen Ministers 
 Tuesday What is their Friendship quotient?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 
    Wednesday  How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  
 Thursday  How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 
 Friday   What activities demonstrate caring for each other and celebrating together? 
 

 January 9 – 15 Groups directly related to our Worship time  
 Monday Pastors, Musicians, Choirs, Elders, Altar Guild, Ushers, Computer specialists 
 Tuesday What is their Friendship quotient?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 
 Wednesday  How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  
 Thursday  How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 
 Friday   What activities demonstrate caring for each other and celebrating together? 
 

 January 16 - 22 Groups who are involved in the organization of Peace 
 Monday Trustees, Office Staff, Financial people, Maintenance, Church Board, WINGS, WCM 
 Tuesday What is their Friendship quotient?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 
 Wednesday  How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  
 Thursday  How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 
 Friday   What activities demonstrate caring for each other and celebrating together? 
 

 January 23 – 29 Groups who support the mission of Peace in the community 
 Monday Sewing/Crafts Ladies, Operation Christmas Child, Family Promise, Comfort Dog Ministry 
 Tuesday What is their Friendship quotient?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 
 Wednesday  How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  
 Thursday  How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 
 Friday   What activities demonstrate caring for each other and celebrating together? 

mailto:kjscharp@mchsi.com


 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY     

 
Winter is the perfect season to work on this 
warm project. 
 
As the shawls are finished, they 
may be left in the church kitchen 
or taken to the sewing rooms. 
Thank you for your help. 

The Peace Knitting group is not 
meeting currently.  

 

—————————————— 
WINGS OUTREACH  

    We will be collecting the over-the-
counter medications for Concordia Seminary 
in Fort Wayne during the month of January: 

Tylenol (adult & children’s) 
Ibuprofen Allergy medications 
Cough medications Motrin 

The Lutheran Witness 
       It is renewal time for our congregation to 
subscribe to LUTHERAN WITNESS. Read about 
exciting ways the gospel is brought to people 
everywhere, learn how Christians support those in 
need, share in the victories of fellow Christians, and 
be more informed about our church’s activities. For 
$11.00/year, you can keep in touch with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations in 
our district, in the United States and worldwide. 
  
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$11.00 by January 9, 2022. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 
  
NAME ____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _________________________ 
  
                 _________________________ 
  
    __  Renewal     __ New Subscription 

Altar Guild 
 
The 2021 Flower Calendar is available in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please sign up for the week or 
weeks you desire. Bouquets are $40 for two.  
 
Unless we hear differently from you, the flowers are 
automatically ordered from: 

 Out of the Woods Florists 
1601 N Wayne Street, Suite 105 

Angola, Indiana 
 

(Located in Angola Square by Rural King) 
260-665-6808 or 1-800-922-4149 

 
Payments may be put in Carol Gepfert’s mailbox. 

Altar Flowers   
for the month of January 2022 

1/2 Pastor & Gina Teeple in  
 thankfulness for Peace and 
 special kindness shared at  
 the holidays. 
1/9 Rod & Lori Olson in loving 
 memory of Rod’s mother. 
1/16 given to the glory of God 
 by the Peace Altar Guild. 
1/23 Patti & Dan Haffner 

 1/30 Dot Othersen in loving 
  memory of her parents.  

Have you heard about the upcoming 

Women’s Retreat at 

Camp Lutherhaven in 

Albion, IN?  
 
You are invited to join 

with other women as 

they kick off 2022 

together on January 21-

23 to experience the 

theme “What If?” What if…we believed God 

is who he says he is? What if…we believed 

we are who God says we are? What if…we 

did what God asked us to do? This New 

Year’s retreat promises to be an intentional, 

fun, and encouraging time with others and 

with Jesus.  
 
For more information and to register, please 

visit  www.lutherhaven.org.  Have questions 

or need more information? Please contact 

Elaine Elsner. “One resolution I have made, 
and try always to keep,  

is this: to rise above  
the little things.” 

—John Burroughs 

http://www.lutherhaven.org/


Getting Blown Away 
 
Getting blown away in seconds... the terrifying anguish of the 
families...  the tornadoes really caught our attention. Tornadoes, yes 
– BUT NOT in DECEMBER for Christmas, no less! 

How do we prepare?  

A friend of mine emailed that question the next day. Maybe you’ve 
thought or asked the same thing. 

My simple response is:  We ARE prepared: we are "In Christ." 

Our eternal relationship with Christ is the best preparation we have to face a sin-filled world that 
blows apart without notice. Some words of encouragement: (NIV texts) 

Psalm 23:4 - Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me. 

Isaiah 43:2 - When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you,  When you walk through the fire, 
you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord your 
God. 

John 16:33 – Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  
In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” 

Romans 8 

v. 28 - And we know that in ALL THINGS God works for the good of those who love 
 Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 

v. 31 - If God is for us, who can be against us? 

v. 38-39 - For I am convinced that [nothing - no thing]... will be able to separate us 
 from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So if you didn’t quite listen closely to what the angels (the messengers of God, sent from 
heaven) have to say to people like shepherds and you and me, catch again these words from the 
Christmas story – Luke 2:10-11:  

"Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been to YOU; He is Christ the Lord!" 

AMEN!  Glory to God! 

At this time, no one can stop sin and sorrow and pain and fear. 

But Christ died to give us forgiveness, and life in Him, and eternal salvation when our days are 
done. 

Yep, you are prepared. You are "In Christ" and He ain't lettin' go! 

His blessings of peace, hope, and joy in the new year! 

Pastor Jim 

Facing the future 

Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches the work of grace within you.  

The future belongs to God. He is in charge of all things.  

Never second-guess him. 
—François Fenelon 



Stephen Ministry at Peace is Searching  
for Caring Individuals  

    to Become Stephen Ministers 
 
We are making a call out for those 
caring individuals who want to use 
their gifts to care for hurting 
individuals.  We would like to 
organize a new training class in 2022.   
 
Stephen Ministry is an important way 
we as a congregation carry out our 
mission (Praise and Proclaim, Learn 
and Love, Care and Celebrate) – a 
tangible way we can share God's love 
with those going through painful 
times in life. Think of all the hurting 
people in our congregation: 
  
 -experiencing grief after losing a loved one; 
 -dealing with cancer, heart disease, or other major illnesses; 
 -caring for a parent or spouse with a chronic condition; 
 -picking up the pieces after a divorce or broken relationship; 
 -coping with the pain of unemployment or financial difficulties; 
 -facing other life difficulties. 
 
With Stephen Ministry, our congregation has a great opportunity to reach 
out to people who are hurting and minister to them during their times of 
need by matching them with a Stephen Minister, who will walk with them 
for as long as needed, providing emotional and spiritual support.  It's part 
of our mission as a congregation, our calling as Christians. 
 
But to need all these needs, we need Stephen Ministers! We need people 
with gifts of caring, compassion, patience, faith, listening—who feel called 
to serve, who want to make a difference in people's lives, who want to be 
part of a life-transforming ministry. 
 
Our vision is to meet all these needs for care and share Christ's love with 
those who are hurting. And to make this vision a reality, we need people 
to prayerfully consider becoming Stephen Ministers. 
 
You can find out more by calling one of our Stephen Leaders: Ellen Luepke, 
Rick Kirkton, or Pastor Teeple. 

REMIND 
An Opportunity to 

receive  
Church 

Communications 

To sign up for —  
Church text messages:  

• Send a text to the 
number 81010. 

•  In the message type 
“@peacefrem”.  

• You will receive a 
text asking for your 
name.  

• Respond with your 
first and last name.  

You will be able to 
receive text messages 
from Pastor Teeple 
regarding information 
such as church closings 
due to weather, etc.      
(If you have already 
signed up, you do not 
need to do so again.) 

To sign up for —   
Online Weekly Updates: 

• Send your email 
address to Pastor 
Teeple at 
PastorT@plcms.org. 



Special Gifts — 2021 
 
Thanks to your generous support over the 
last year, as a congregation we were able to 
support the following CHARITIES with special 
gifts at the close of 2021.  

Thanks again, for your amazing outreach. 

To God alone be the glory! 

 
Wednesdays beginning 

January 5, 2022 
 

7pm — Adult Choir 

Contact Judy 

 with any questions. 

 

2022 Handbells are   

Thursdays at 7pm. 
Contact Mary Anne Hibbard with 

your questions.  
Begin the New Year by joining us! 

THURSDAY MORNING  
BIBLE CLASS  
Join our group Thursday, January 6th, as we 
“pick up where we left off” in our study of 
Biblical examples of Compassion in Action.  
 
What we learn through scripture and 
discussion will give us direction and 

encouragement for ourselves 
as well as aiding those 
around us. 
 
Join us at 9:30 am every 
Thursday … everyone is 
welcome and invited! Local Missions 2021 

Boomerang Backpack $1000 

Cahoots Café $500 

Camp Lutherhaven $1000 

CASA of Northeastern Indiana $500        

Compassion Pregnancy Center       $500 

Faith Community Health Clinic                    $1250 

Family Promise $2000  

Fremont Community Food Pantry $250     

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry $1000       

Project Help of Steuben County      $2000 

Easter Seals RISE $500 

Steuben County Council on Aging      $1000 

Turning Point $1000 

Well Child Clinic $500 

Women in Transition $500 

 $13,500 

Regional Missions  

Lutheran Military Veterans & Families    $1000 

Lutheran Social Svc. of NE Indiana $1000 

Ray of Hope (Children special surgeries) $500 

Worship Anew $1000 

 $3500 

National/International Missions  

Alaska Mission for Christ $2000 

Adopt-A-Student $2000 

English District Mission $500 

Lutherans for Life $500 

The Lutheran Hour (LLL) $500 

Lutheran World Relief $500      

       $6000       

Grand Total $23,000 

Women’s Bible Study —  
Monday morning Women’s Bible 
Study begins again on January 10th 
at 10 am. They will be studying the 
life of Abraham’s wife, Sarah.   
Contact Mary Anne Hibbard with 
any questions. 





Birthdays  and  Anniversaries 
1/1 Alice Phillips 
1/2 Bob Mann 
 Kaitlin Kobelak 
1/3 Hannah Bruick 
 Caleb Brewbaker 
 Kara Laughlin 
1/5 Steve Soldano 
1/6 Josh Boehme 
 Don Schuller 
 Pam Hall 
 Brendan Steele 
1/7 Alice Koester 
1/8 David Phillips 
 Hannah Hagerty 
 Linda Raichart 
1/9 Emery Laughlin 
 Grace Shelburne 
1/11 Ralph Traycoff 
 Carter Vonderau 
1/12 Dave Armstrong 

 Daniel Koch 
1/13 Chris James 
1/16 Boston Baas 
 Doug McNamara 
 Connie Pociech 
1/17 Brad Fincher 
 Brian King 
 Harry Koester 
1/20 Pam Lehman 
1/21 Kay Donaldson 
 Dave Handlin 
1/25 Bob Shirey 
1/27 Kim Hogan 
 Delaney McGee 
1/28 Bonnie Schlegel 
 Weldon Baas 
 Traci Bruick 
1/29 Ross Sumney 
 

1/15/2011 Chad & Kris Murphy 

1/18/2014 Jack & Wendy Yahne 

1/20/1968 David & Karen Roudebush 

1/21/1995 Dave & Jenni Sorg 

2/26/1981 Steve & Stephanie Paradine 

1/29/1988 Larry & Pam Satek 

WEATHER 
CANCELLATION  

POLICY 
 
Church Text Message 
To sign up for church text 
messages: Send a text to the 
number 81010. In the 
message type “@peacefrem”. 
You will receive a text asking 
for your name. Respond with 
your first and last name. You 
will receive text messages from 
Pastor Teeple regarding church 
closings. 

For the New Year! 
Be sure to check out our website: 

    Peace Lutheran Church  
 Missouri Synod: 
 

plcms.org 
  

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 PastorJim@gmail.com 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 Kristin McGee 
      Admin@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 
 Hope Korte 
      comfortdog@plcms.org 


