
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
  
Especially at this time of year when the darkness at night is 
long and extended, I find hope in the return of the light in 
the months to come. Although I appreciate the changing of 
the seasons in the Midwest, I find myself longingly 
remembering the brightness of the mid-year months, 
when the sun shines brightly.  
 
That’s part of the reason I adore these words from the 
book of Isaiah, chapter nine. 

 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;  
 on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. […] 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulders. 
 And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 
We are people who walk in darkness each day: brokenness, sadness over loved ones, unexpected 
changes in our lives, guilt over times passed, faltering relationships, financial and health concerns. For 
many, “the holidays” – as the world celebrates them – are filled with sadness and darkness.  
 
But we celebrate differently. “For to us a child is born!” And that Child is our Savior who calls Himself 
“the Light of the world” (John 8:12). He is “the Light no darkness can overcome” (John 1:5). And so we 
pray, “Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, and the day is almost over. Let Your light scatter the 
darkness and illumine Your Church.”  
 
Because of Christ, Christmas can be all year long for Christians. Jesus Christ is the True Light, and 
because of our baptism into Christ, He is present in us, with us, and through us. Or, as we learned long 
ago in the words of Away in a Manger, “Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay close by me forever 
and love me I pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and take us to heaven to live with 
Thee there.”  
 
We are filled with unfading Light. We are filled with the One whom we confess as 
“God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.” What a bright confession of faith 
in a darkened world!  
 
Christmas is a bright moment in an otherwise dark time. And I am not simply 
speaking of the physical darkness of the winter months! Christmas is a breath of fresh 
air, filled with hope and possibilities.  
 
When you are feeling overwhelmed with darkness – physical, metaphorical, or 
spiritual – turn to the Light. He has “Love’s pure light radiant beams in His holy face.” 
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned!  
 
A blessed Christmastide to you all.  
Pastor Jeff Teeple 

2021 
December 

News 
 

FREMONT 
INDIANA 



 

  

Advent by Candlelight 
This year, once again, we will begin our Advent midweek series with Advent by Candlelight on Wednesday, 
December 1 at 6:30pm. We will be hosting a small group of musicians from Old Crown Brass Band.  

Old Crown Brass Band is based in Fort Wayne, IN although its members are drawn from a three-state area. They 
include professional musicians (from two major symphony orchestras), music educators, music-industry 
professionals and plain fun-loving amateurs. 

The idea for the band was conceived by a group of brass players who were inspired to name the band after a 
certain beverage brewed by the now-defunct, but oft-remembered, Centlivre Brewing Company – Old Crown Ale. 

A British Brass Band differs from other wind bands. Reed instruments (such as clarinets and saxophones) are 
excluded while certain brass wind instruments rarely found in other types of bands (flugelhorns, baritone and 
tenor horns) are included. 

British Brass Bands flourished in the early nineteenth century during the Industrial Revolution. 
Company owners often formed and funded bands as a “distraction” for workers who might 
otherwise engage in political activity which was potentially detrimental to the interests of the 
owners. The popularity of this movement has resulted in a significant repertoire of original 
compositions for the brass band as well as custom arrangements of orchestral compositions.  

In the concert here at Peace, the music will include Christmas and Holiday music such as: Bring A 
Torch, Jeannette, Isabella; Ding Dong! Merrily On High!; Go, Tell It On The Mountain; God Rest Ye 
Merry, Gentlemen; Here We Come A-Wassailing; The Huron Carol ('Twas In The Moon Of 
Wintertime); I Saw Three Ships; and Sussex Carol. 

Please help spread the word about this free concert, open to all!  

Worship for the 2021 Holidays at Peace Lutheran 
     Gatherings with friends and family always makes the Holidays more festive!      
So does Advent and Christmas worship at Peace Lutheran. We invite you to mark 
your calendars so that worship during Advent and Christmas does not get lost. 

“Advent by Candlelight” — Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 6:30 pm 
Mid-Week Advent Vespers — Wednesdays, Dec. 8, 15, & 22 at 6:30pm 
Children’s Christmas Program — Sunday, Dec. 12 at 10:30 am 
Christmas Eve Worship — Friday, Dec. 24 

5:00 pm – Family Worship 
8:00 pm – Lessons and Carols (w/ Holy Communion) 

Please Note — Only 1 Service on December 26: 
Christmas Sunday Worship – Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:00 am (with Holy Communion) 

New Years Eve Worship – Friday, Dec. 31 at 6:30 pm (with Holy Communion) 

Epiphany Sunday – Sunday, Jan. 2 at 8:00 am and 10:30 am; Monday, Jan. 3 at 6:30 pm 

https://oldcrownbrassband.org/


Comfort Dog Ministry 
 

 
Dove is patiently waiting for more Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes to be dropped off at 
Peace in November. Peace Lutheran packed and 
shipped over 161 boxes and Wee Creations kids 
filled over 31 boxes this year! 
 
Our Samaritan’s Purse Drop Off Center received 
over 1436 Shoeboxes this year.  

 
It is a privilege to have 
completed 15 years in 
providing this service!! 

Advent Devotion Book 

     As a part of your Advent journey of faith to the Christmas manger, 
include scripture reading, reflection, and prayer each day from this 
year’s devotion book:   

“A Journey of ADVENTure - Walking with the Lord to Bethlehem.”    

     You will be encouraged by the stories of twenty-eight of Peace 
Lutheran members who tell how the Lord has walked with them through 
a particular phase in their life.   

     Copies of “A Journey of ADVENTure” are available in the church 
entry. Or you may: call, text, or email the Church Office to have it sent 
to you. Share a copy with a friend! 

     This Advent, be encouraged by the Word of God and by others in 
Christ:  “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2:5) 

———————————————————————————————— 
 
 

“There is nothing so secular that it cannot be sacred,  

and that is one of the deepest messages of the Incarnation.” 
—Madeleine L’Engle 



——————————————————————————————————— 

The Advent of Our King! 
     The church’s season of Advent helps us recall the coming of Jesus into the world.  It adds hope 
and peace to the days leading up to Christmas.  In recalling God’s promise to send a Savior and then 
seeing the story unfold in the birth of Jesus, we are filled again with love and joy! 
     The words of the Nativity of our Lord from Luke 2 guide our journey to see the coming of Jesus 
through our Advent worship series:  “In Those Days”. 

November 28 – “A Decree Went Out” (Luke 2:1) 
  December 5 – “To the City of David” (Luke 2:4) 
   December 12 – “No Place For Them” (Luke 2:7) 
    December 19 – “Her Firstborn Son” (Luke 2:6-7) 

     Join us here at Peace as you prepare your heart and mind for Christ’s coming anew into your life!     
——————————————————————————————————— 

 

Three Wise Women 
 Christmas – the birth of Jesus – immerses three women in the life of our Savior.  Join us for 
Sunday Bible Class  during Advent as we study the accounts of these women who were part of the 
Nativity of our Lord.  Pastor Jim will lead you through an in-depth look at Luke 1 & 2 as well as cultural 
information from the First Century.   

December 5 – “Mary:  The Humble Virgin” (Luke 1) 
December 12 – “Mary:  Mother of Our Lord” (Luke 2) 
December 19 – “Anna:  Aged Saint in His Service” (Luke 2) 

There’s more to the Christmas story than the image on a greeting card! 

Thursday Morning Bible Class  
December 9, 16 and into January 
 
Compassion in Action!  We will be closing out the year 2021 and bringing in the new 

year of 2022 by exploring some Biblical examples of compassion in action.  Our 

focus will be on Moses, Elijah, Job, a paralytic and Christ Himself during some very 

“trying” times.  What we learn through Scripture and discussion will give us 

direction and encouragement 

with our own mental health as 

well as aid us in showing 

compassion to those around us.   

A great way to “ring out the old” 

and “bring in the new” in the 

Word of 

God.  

 Join us! 

9:30 AM.  

Men and 

women 

alike. 

Church Text Messages & Email App 

To sign up for church text messages:  
Send a text to the number 81010.  

In the message type “@peacefrem”.  
You will receive a text  
asking for your name.  

Respond with your first  
and last name.  

You will receive text 
messages from  

Pastor Teeple regarding 
church closings. 

 
You may also listen to:  

our local radio station WLKI (100.3 FM — Angola). 



Preschool & Daycare at Peace Lutheran Church 

Are you in search of the perfect Christmas present  
for that special someone?   

Look no further than gift cards purchased from Wee Creations!  

You may purchase gift cards in amounts from $10 up to $250 
from hundreds of  participating retailers!  
Please use the “Family Order Form” located in the Edge Folder 
located at the Connection Center to place your order! Place 
completed orders and payment in the “Wee Creations” mailbox 
in the copy room.  
Orders will be placed as they are received in December.   
Be sure to order no later than December 13th to ensure 
delivery by Christmas.  
Email Sara Miller for more details: Director@weecreations.org 



The Lutheran Witness 
It is time for our congregation to have the opportunity 
to subscribe to the LUTHERAN WITNESS.  

Read about exciting ways the gospel is brought to 
people everywhere, learn how Christians support those 
in need, share in the victories of fellow Christians, and 
be more informed about our church’s activities.  

For $11.00/year, you can keep in touch with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations in our 
district, in the United States and worldwide. 
 
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$11.00 by January 9, 2022. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

 
NAME ________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 
                ______________________________ 
 
 __  Renewal __ New Subscription 

For the holidays! 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Elsner.Jim@gmail.com 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 
 ComfortDog@plcms.org 
         (Hope Korte) 

Just a Friendly Reminder — 

In order for contributions to be included in your 2021 giving statement, they 
must be dated and received by the church by December 31, 2021, (and if 
mailing, it must be done early in order for it to be received by the end of year). 

Another giving option is available to you online via our church website: 
plcms.org (Online Giving tab).  

If you need to make a required minimum distribution (RMD) from an IRA or 
retirement plan, your RMD can be given as a Qualified Charitable Distribution 
(QCD) to Peace Lutheran, and it will not be taxable to you! If you have 
questions, please feel free to contact Don Wunrow, 260-704-5970. 

If you would like a giving number for 2022, please contact the church office. 

God tells us to give thanks in everything (1 Thessalonians 5:18).  
In this season, we thank God for the lives that are being changed through Jesus.  
We also thank God for His provision through His faithful people, including you! 



A blessed Christmas and Spirit-filled New Year to all who worship 

here and adore the Christ Child this Advent and Christmas season. Another 

year has come and is nearly gone. As you look back into 2021, consider all of 

the blessings showered upon you as well as the challenges set before you. 

Some were met and conquered; some will roll into 2022. Let us never forget 

that as we struggle with life issues such as the loss of a loved one, illness, 

financial issues, and the depression that often follows these and many other 

life changing events, we are not alone. Our loving, compassionate Lord 

promises to walk along side you and even carries you as the need arises.   

 

And He does more than that. He calls all of us to be caring, compassionate and loving to our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. And there's more! God has called a number of men and women at 

Peace who went through more than 50 hours of training to become Stephen Ministers and are 

available to spend quality time and expertise with anyone needing this Spirit-led and Spirit-fed 

ministry. But we need more trained members to give even more care. This Fall you heard sermons 

and studied Scripture in Bible Classes that pointed to each of us and the “calling” we all have to 

serve one another. It is our prayer that many of 

you are hearing and feeling the nudge of the Holy 

Spirit to consider becoming a Stephen Minister.  

Listen for that call to be made audible to you. 

 

PEACE LUTHERAN STEPHEN MINISTRY TEAM 

Family Promise 

     People of Peace will have an 

opportunity to help with a mission in 

Branch County, MI. We support 

Family Promise through the Missions 

portion of the church budget. Thank 

you! Also 11 people pray specifically 

for Family Promise, and a core group 

of people from Peace supply the 

evening meal one week out of every 

6 weeks. We will prepare and deliver 

those meals from December 13-19. 

Sign up sheets will be by the west 

entrance the first two weeks in 

December. 

     November was Homeless 

Awareness month. A front page 

article about Family Promise 

from The Coldwater Daily 

Reporter is in the hallway by the 

church  offices. It will be there until 

15 December. Please take a moment 

to stop by and read it. 

Our Upward basketball program has been 
cancelled again this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

Like so many other difficult decisions, we   
did so in keeping with our understanding of 
the fifth 
commandment 
that we are to 
“help and 
support [our 
neighbor] in 
every physical 
need.”   

At this time, 
we don’t feel it 
is safe to 
gather large groups of people in our gym.  

We are deeply disappointed. 

God willing, we will return next year! 



Altar Flowers  
 for the month of December 
12/5 Miriam Cook in memory of her husband, 
 Jack and their 60th anniversary. 
12/12 Donna Lagemann in memory of her husband,  
 Jerry and in thankfulness for friends & family. 
12/19 George & Anne Griffith. 

12/26 Gary & Paula Huguenard. 

WINGS OUTREACH 
The following supplies are 
being collected for 
Concordia Seminary in 
Fort Wayne during 
December: 

 Stuffing  

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Rice and Noodles 

 Dried Beans 

The 2022 FLOWER CALENDAR —  is up in the Fellowship Hall. There are many weeks 

available to choose from to sign up and purchase flowers that will beautify our sanctuary in the 

coming year. You may also designate a special remembrance if you wish. Cost is $40. Not able 

to be at church? Contact Carol Gepfert, 260-668-1956 or the church office to sign up. 

Please consider signing up for Altar Guild on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to help with 

the upkeep of our altar area during the next year.  

Contact Carol Gepfert if you have questions about this WINGS ministry.  

Ask a friend and sign up together! 

WINGS News & Notes 
                    DECEMBER 2021  

One of the missions we support as WINGS is Wee Creations Ministries at Peace.  

Specifically during Christmas, we collect items on their classroom wish lists. This year 

Director Sara Miller has created an AMAZON list that you can access with the following 

link: “https://a.co/hwD0osz.” When you order at that link, you can 

have the item shipped directly to WCM or to your home (if you 

want to wrap, for example). Or you can look at the list and purchase from your own 

choice of store. Wrapped gifts may be brought to the WINGS Christmas party on 

December 9. Another great option is to purchase gift cards from AMAZON. If you 

have questions or help with that link, give Sara a call at the WCM office 495-4306, 

extension 350. 

“A CUP AND A PRAYER” is our January WINGS project. 



Peace Youth — News & Notes 
Youth Christmas Program 

December 12th during the 10:30 AM service 

 
 

Practices will be during  
 

the Sunday School hour 
 
on November 21st, 28th,  
 
and December 5th. 

 
 

All ages of youth are encouraged to participate 

 
National Youth Gathering 

    Calendar Fundraiser 

 

Our youth will be selling 

2022 calendars featuring 

photographs by Don Luepke 

as a fundraiser for the 

National Youth Gathering.  

They will make great gifts!! 
 

Place your order at the 

Information desk or look 

for the link to order in the 

weekly e-newsletter.  They will 

be delivered before Christmas. 
If you have any questions, 

contact Amber. 

 
Upcoming Youth Activities 

 

Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5 — Christmas 
program prep and practice 

 

Nov. 30 — Dove and Amber at Angola 
library, 3:30-4:30 

 

Dec. 12 — Youth Christmas program 

 

Dec. 14- Dove and Amber at Angola 
library, 3:30-4:30 

 

December 19th, 4-6 PM 
Happy Birthday, Jesus  
party for kids, PK-5th grade 

 

Dec. 28- Dove and Amber at Angola 
library, 3:30-4:30 

 

Open Gym nights during Christmas 
break 

 

Virtual Snowman Building contest-TBD 
depending on weather 

mailto:donluepke@juno.com


12/1 Leslie Carr 
 Michelle Fincher 
 Madeline Smith 
12/3 Bob McNeal 
 Ralph Thiele 
12/4 Nathan Clary 
12/6 Cinda Gerbers 
12/8 Jennifer James 
 Wendy Yahne 
12/9 Mel Hathaway 
 Kelly Honer 
12/12 Richard Lehman 
12/13 Sharon Whalen 
12/15 Saundra VonSeggern 
12/17 Kathy Rolf 
12/19 Erin Ross 
 Bennett Johnson 
12/20 Linda Lake 
 Kelly Shelburne 
12/21 Ellen Luepke 
 Lana Jackemeyer 
12/24 Tom Crabill 
12/25 Karen Oberst 
12/26 Judy Schuller 
12/28 Wanda Oberst 
12/29 Katie Burgoon 
 Chris Goeglein 

12/1/1979  Rob & Joy Ross 
12/7/2002  Kevin & Donna Hieber 
12/15/1990 Pat & Sandy Brewbaker 
12/16/2006 Doug & Amy McNamara 
12/19/1987  Steve & Kelly Kobelak 
12/28/1980 Dave & Audrey McDowell 
12/30/1967 Dick & Karen Spake 
12/31/1994 Ron & Kim Hogan 

Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

Savoring simplicity 

Clare of Assisi, who lived in the 1200s, founded the 
Poor Clares, a community of simplicity and service. 
“O holy poverty,” she wrote, “to those who possess 
and desire you, God promises the kingdom of 
heaven and offers … blessed life!” 

These ancient words still ring true. We can’t serve 
both God and money, says Jesus, adding that it’s a 
matter of the heart. But before selling your house, 
consider small steps for embracing simplicity and 
blessing: Trade an afternoon of shopping for coffee 
with a friend who’s struggling. For guests, prepare a 
pot of chili rather than a multicourse meal. Donate 
good-quality items you’re not using. 

Living simply is challenging, especially at the 
holidays, but the rewards are simply amazing. “The 
challenge of simplicity is a magnet to the human 
spirit,” writes Dale Evans Rogers. “Much of the beauty 
of Christmas lies in its challenge to look further, 
deeper, until we find its secret in the heart of God.” 


