
November News  

FREMONT, INDIANA 

Dear friends at Peace,  

Taking a look at Jeremiah 31:31-33. “Behold the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I 
will make a NEW covenant with the house of Israel, and the house of Judah.” You are the house 
of Israel! You are the house of Judah! The old covenant wherein we are trying to keep the Law of 
God perfectly failed because we failed. The Law was perfect in its expectation. The Law was 
perfect in its holiness. But because we sin, and because we fall short of the glory of God, God 
gives us this gospel message, “The days are coming when I will make a NEW covenant.” 

And what is that covenant? “I will put my law within them, and will write it on their hearts. I 
will be their God and they will be my people.” God enters into relationship with us through his 
Son Jesus Christ, through the waters of Holy Baptism, through the word of God preached and 
shared, through Holy Communion – the Lord establishes a new relationship with us, one that 
saves us from our sin.  

And it is that relationship that is key. Because God does not sit as Almighty Judge on high and 
leaves us poor people down here to our own failed lives. But what does he do? He sends his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life (John 3:16). You 
know that verse!  

You know Law and Gospel whether you realize it or not. You know the Law because “the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:23). We see and feel the 
Law each and every day. If you don’t believe me, take a look at my glasses. Take a look at my 
graying hair. The Law is having an effect on my body. It is having an effect even as I deteriorate 
before you! I’m not the same person I was one day, one year, one decade ago! “Oh my back 
hurts! Oh, I can’t do what I used to do!” And a lot of you are saying, “You’re too young.” Yes, but 
the Law has an effect on every one of us. And I need a Savior. I need a Redeemer. I need 
someone to come and rescue me from my sin.  

And it is God who gives us a Savior – Jesus Christ. John 1:14, “And the word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” You hear that at Christmas time. “The word became FLESH AND DWELT 
AMONG US!” There it is! God the Father sends the Son, who becomes flesh. He takes on human 
flesh and dwells among us. God does not leave us alone and abandoned, but God gives us his Son 
as a ransom for many.  

This is where it all comes together. And on the cross of Christ, the Law is fulfilled perfectly. For 
you. For me. For every person. But it isn’t just about the cross; it is also about Easter morning 
when Christ is raised from the dead and spends more time dwelling among us. And when he 
ascends into heaven he has breathed out upon his disciples, and they are now called ‘apostles.’ 
You can see in that word ‘apostle’ the ‘POST’ segment of the word, from the same root that we 
get ‘postal.’ So the disciples are now posted letters of God, sent out into the world to continue his 
dwelling among all people. And you are a part of that apostolic tradition. Remember, I told you: 
you are the house of Judah; you are the house of Israel. You are now sent to dwell with others in 
the midst of their pain and suffering.  
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This is what we call the Incarnational Theology. That is a fancy way of saying, “the fleshly words 
of God in humanity.” The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. God resides with us. And 
not just with us, but with the entire world John 3:16, “God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, and he gives his Son to you, and now he gives you to the world! You are an 
ambassador of that peace, love, and forgiveness by virtue of your baptism, and by virtue of your 
participation in Holy Communion.  

You carry Christ out to the world. You are the body of Christ. It is incarnational theology at 
work, day to day! This incarnational theology changes everything for us. We are the fleshly words 
of God out in the community – sharing words and deeds of faith, hope, love, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness. Incarnational theology is all about being Christian in 
the world.  

Christ has redeemed us back in this new covenant from all the brokenness in the world around 
us. And not just us, but those around us too! He brings us back into relationship with God and each 
other.  

And Christ calls us to pick up our cross daily and follow him – to walk in his footsteps, and to be 
incarnated in this world. Get off our phones and actually be with the people. Social media – 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter – is antithetical to this incarnational theology. We set down devices 
and we sit with people when they are hurting. We hug them. We walk with them in their journey. 
We see them. We know them. And we feel their pain. We are fleshly words of God out in the world.  

We are commissioned. And we are commissioning a special ministry, sent out in the world with 
the message “I will be their God and they will be my people.” We are a banner of hope. As people 
are hurting, lonely, hospitalized, jails, dealing with devastation of life. And it isn’t about the dog! 
The dog is the bridge, the key that opens the door. It is the people-to-people ministry. It is the 
handlers and ministry partners that go with the dog. And people are once again reunited and not 
alone in their hurts and despair.  

But this is just one caring ministry where we are the fleshly word of God. But we also see it in 
Stephen Ministry. We see it in GriefShare ministry. And this is just the start of a commissioning on 
each and everyone of us to carry the word of God. It is a powerful and saving message for all to 
hear.  

Each and everyone of us is called to be the fleshly word of God to be out in the world. How dare 
we sit back and not share! How dare we become comfortable with God’s comfort and not share! 
There is work to be done; let’s get to it!   
 

Pastor Jeff Teeple 
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Comfort Dog Ministry 

 

On Sunday, we welcomed our comfort dog, 
Dove, to our church with an official “vesting” 

ceremony and a reception afterwards! We are 
so excited to have started this ministry off on 
the right “paw.” If you would like Dove to visit 

your group or organization, or have any 
questions, contact our Top Dog, Hope Korte, 

at comfortdog@plcms.org!  

Welcome to Peace, Dove!  

 

 

 

 

 

We are so happy to 
have you!   

We are looking forward to 4 weeks of meeting with Pastor 
Teeple as we gather for THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS, 
9:30 am in Fellowship Hall. We gather for morning coffee, the 
sweet of the day, and fellowship, followed by either a topical or 
Bible Book study.  

We just finished 2 Peter and are ready to explore more with 
Pastor T. Come one, come all...men & women alike.   

It's a good place to be! 



Christian Worship 
 Worship is one of the most fundamental religious practices around the world.  Every worship experience has 
its own sights and sounds, rituals and traditions. 
 Our practices of Christian worship are no different at Peace Lutheran.  Our practices are filled with a rich 
liturgical tradition that helps us recall and honor the mighty acts of Almighty God in Scripture.  Our practices remind us 
of what we believe and practice as Christians.  And our practices put the words on our lips and in our hearts and minds 
that bring us closer to the Almighty Triune God and Jesus Christ. 
 In the coming weeks and months, you will notice a shift in the focus of our worship themes and content.  As we 
conclude the church’s season of Pentecost, our attention is drawn to the things of heaven and eternity.  And then we 
begin the season of Advent and Christmas.  Our focus is on the birth of Jesus and His incarnation for our salvation.  Our 
focus in worship will continue to be on the life of Jesus through the end of May-2022 when we celebrate His ascension 
into heaven. 
 We’re entering the “Festival” portion of the Christian church year.  It’s filled will all kinds of sights and sounds, 
rituals and traditions.  Make worship at Peace Lutheran a regular part of your life!       Pastor Jim Elsner 

 
——————————————————————————————————— 

O Give Thanks to the Lord! 
 During November, gather in worship with God’s people at Peace Lutheran to reflect on God’s love and 
grace and to honor Him and to give Thanks!  Each service this month centers on a Psalm that conveys the 
theme for the day. 

All Saints Sunday – Nov. 7  -  We join in thanking God for His love and grace in the lives of those who have 
gone before us into the joys of Heaven.  Psalm 30 sets the theme:  “O LORD, You restored me to 
life .” (Ps. 30:3)  The “Commemoration of the Faithful Departed” is part of this worship. 

Harvest Celebration  -  Nov. 21  -  This Sunday of the Church Year has traditionally been called “Christ the 
King Sunday.”  And here at Peace Lutheran we thank God for His love and grace in the bounty of the 
produce of our land!  “I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living!” 
Psalm 27 says. 

Thanksgiving Eve Celebration  -  Nov. 24 (Wed.)  -  Psalm 138 begins this service:  “I give you thanks, O 
LORD, with my whole heart.”  We join in thanking God for His love and grace in the provision of all our 
wants and needs of body and soul! 

 
——————————————————————————————————— 

The Advent of Our King! 
     The church’s season of Advent helps us recall the coming of Jesus into the world.  It adds hope and 
peace to the days leading up to Christmas.  In recalling God’s promise to send a Savior and then seeing the 
story unfold in the birth of Jesus, we are filled again with love and joy! 
     The words of the Nativity of our Lord from Luke 2 guide our journey to see the coming of Jesus through 
our Advent worship series:  “In Those Days”. 

November 28 – “A Decree Went Out” (Luke 2:1) 
  December 5 – “To the City of David” (Luke 2:4) 
   December 12 – “No Place For Them” (Luke 2:7) 
    December 19 – “Her Firstborn Son” (Luke 2:6-7) 

     Join us here at Peace as you prepare your heart and mind for Christ’s coming anew into your life!     
——————————————————————————————————— 

 

Three Wise Women 
 Christmas – the birth of Jesus – immerses three women in the life of our Savior.  Join us for Sunday 
Bible Class  during Advent as we study the accounts of these women who were part of the Nativity of our 
Lord.  Pastor Jim will lead you through an in-depth look at Luke 1 & 2 as well as cultural information from the 
First Century.          November 21 – “Elizabeth:  Wife of the Hesitant Priest” (Luke 1) 

December 5 – “Mary:  The Humble Virgin” (Luke 1) 
December 12 – “Mary:  Mother of Our Lord” (Luke 2) 
December 19 – “Anna:  Aged Saint in His Service” (Luke 2) 

There’s more to the Christmas story than the image on a greeting card! 
——————————————————————————————————— 



STEPHEN MINISTRY offers these words of comfort to anyone in need of hearing them.   
 
“Cast all your anxiety upon Him because He cares for you.”    Isaiah 40:1 
 
“My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him.  He alone is my rock and 
my salvation; He alone is my fortress, I will never be shaken.”    Psalm 62: 1-2 
 
“Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea, hear me and answer me.  My 
thoughts trouble me and I am distraught; but I call to God and the Lord saves me.  
Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.”   

Psalm 55, 1-2, 16-17 
 

Stephen Ministry Team 
Pastor Jeff Teeple, Rick Kirkton, Ellen Luepke 

Advent Devotion Book 

     As a part of your Advent journey of faith to the Christmas manger, 
include scripture reading, reflection, and prayer each day from this 
year’s devotion book:   

“A Journey of ADVENTure - Walking with the Lord to Bethlehem.”    

     You will be encouraged by the stories of twenty-eight of Peace 
Lutheran members who tell how the Lord has walked with them through 
a particular phase in their life.   

     Copies of “A Journey of ADVENTure” will be available beginning 
November 14.  You may pick up a copy (or more) at the Connection 
Center in the church entry.  Or you may: call, text, or email the Church 
Office to have it sent to you.  Share a copy with a friend! 

     This Advent, be encouraged by the Word of God and by others in 
Christ:  “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.” (Isaiah 2:5) 

——————————————————————————————————— 
 
Worship for the 2021 Holidays at Peace Lutheran 
 Gatherings with friends and family always makes the Holidays more 
festive!  So does Advent and Christmas worship at Peace Lutheran.  We invite 
you to mark your calendars so that worship during Advent and Christmas does 
not get lost. 

“Advent by Candlelight” returns on Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 6:30 pm 
Mid-Week Advent Vespers – Wednesdays, Dec. 8, 15, & 22 at 6:30pm 
Children’s Christmas Program  -  Sunday, Dec. 12 at 10:30 am 
Christmas Eve Worship – Friday, Dec. 24 

5:00 pm – Family Worship 
8:00 pm – Lessons and Carols (w/ Holy Communion) 

Christmas Sunday Worship – Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:00 am (No worship on Dec. 25) 
New Years Eve Worship – Friday, Dec. 31 at 6:30 pm 
Epiphany Sunday – Sunday, Jan. 2 at 8:00 am and 10:30 am; Monday, Jan. 3 at 6:30 pm 



Thankfulness in action 

To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, 

to enact gratitude is generous and noble,  

but to live gratitude is to touch heaven. 

— Johannes Gaertner 



Church Text Messages 

To sign up for church text messages:  
Send a text to the number 81010.  

In the message type “@peacefrem”.  
You will receive a text asking for your name.  

Respond with your first and last name.  
 

You will then be on the list to receive text 
messages from Pastor Teeple regarding 
church closings or other important information. 

WINGS OUTREACH 
The following supplies are being 
collected for Concordia Seminary in 
Fort Wayne during November: 
 Laundry supplies 
 Cleaning supplies 
The seminary has the ability to 
purchase products for much less.   
So cash donations go much further.  
Gift cards from local Fort Wayne 
merchants (e.g. Walmart, Meijer) 
are very helpful. 
All gift cards and cash donations 
should be put into envelopes and 
given to Judy Scharpenberg.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the month of November: 

11/7 Stan & Connie Sweeney in          
    celebration of Marci’s 30th birthday. 
 
11/14 Pat Schultz in loving memory  
 of her husband, Chris. 
 
11/22 Ken & Judy Scharpenberg 
       in honor of their 51st anniversary. 
 
11/29 Donna Cooper in loving memory  
 of her parents, Calvin & Doris. 

The 2022 CALENDAR for Flowers —  is up in the Fellowship Hall.  There are many 

weeks available to choose from to sign up and purchase flowers that will beautify our 

sanctuary in the coming year.  You may also designate a special remembrance if you wish.  

Cost is $40. Not able to be at church? Contact Carol Gepfert, 260-668-1956 or the church 

office to sign up. 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
Please consider signing up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall to 

help with the upkeep of our altar area during the next year.  

Contact Carol Gepfert if you have questions about this WINGS ministry.  

Ask a friend and sign up together! 



 Help and hope as you navigate  

Surviving the Holidays 
Wondering how you will survive the weeks 

surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are 

you dreading these holidays, knowing that 

everything has changed and that happy 

memories from past years can’t be recreated? 

Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is a one-

session meeting, open to anyone in our 

community, but especially for people who are 

grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn: 

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll 

face during the holidays 

• What to do about traditions and other 

coming changes 

• Helpful tips for surviving social events 

• How to discover hope for your future 

 

Thursday November 4, 6:00 pm 
and 

Tuesday November 9, 1:30 pm 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like additional information,         
please contact Steve & Charla Cygan. 

Family Promise  

Ministry Meals 

will be needed 

December 13-19th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep the financial and other 

needs of Family Promise in prayer as 

churches and other social action 

groups are planning their budgets. 

Currently, Family Promise needs an 

extra $5,000/month to meet expenses.  

Volunteers are always needed. 

Wednesday, November 10, 2021 
1:00-5:00 pm 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 
or go to redcrossblood.org, sponsor code 

“peaceluth” 
to schedule your blood donation appointment. 



  3 Bonnie Phillips 

  6 Marci Sweeney 

  7 Dick Spake 

 Tom Fisher 

 Eli Hendrickson 

  8 Rev. Jim Elsner 

 10 Trishia Bergquist 

 Dick Glusenkamp 

 12 Natalie Brewbaker 

 14 Kenn Lehman 

 15 Ashley Stockwell 

 16 Brandon Baas 

 Bryan Baas 

 19 Donna Biddle 

 20 Kirk Smith 

 22 Jeanie Frasier 

 Frank Hall 

 23 Trevor Steele 

 Linda Yerks 

 24 Lois Dehr 

 25 Sally Mowrey 

 26 Audrie McNamara 

 Grace McNamara 

 28 Dick Drewes 

 29 Norm King 

 30 Kennedy McCrea 

11/2/1962 Bill & Rita James 

11/2/2002 Craig & Kristin McGee 

11/2/2013 Kyle & Ashley Stockwell 

11/3/1978 Gary & Paula Huguenard 

11/7/1987 Grey & Patti Baals 

11/10/1984 Dean & Carol Hepp 

11/16/1963 Bob & Carol Gepfert 

11/17/1951 Harry & Alice Koester 

11/21/1953 Jim & Saundra VonSeggern 

11/21/1970 Ken & Judy Scharpenberg 

11/26/1982 John & Patty Hartman 

11/29/1969 Roger & Carole Diehm 

11/30/1974 Rev. Jim & Elaine Elsner 

It’s that Time Again! 
We are collecting items for our Operation 
Christmas Child shoeboxes on the tables in 
the Fellowship Hall. We are also accepting 
donations to mail completed shoeboxes! 

We are asking individuals and families to fill 
boxes on their own time using their own 
items or items from the tables. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tiffany Baas! 

OCC Relay Center - 15th Year at Peace!!! 
From November 15-22, our church will be serving as a place where 
other churches, groups, and individuals can bring their completed 
shoe boxes. We will be open specified hours during the week. If you 
are interested in helping at the relay center, please contact Tiffany 
Baas, 269-718-2488. 

Peace members and friends 
have been very generous with 
this project in the past. God 
has blessed your work and 
generosity all over the world. 
It will be fun to see what 
happens again this year. 
Thank you in advance! 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Remember to: 

On Sunday,  
November 7th 

 


