Peace News
FREMONT, INDIANA

Dear Friends,
It has been a wonderful September, as I write this article! Activities at Peace have been transitioning into
our ‘Fall mode’ – Wee Creations, Youth and Sunday School, choir practices, Bible classes! There’s a lot
happening – Praise the Lord!
As I did in last month’s article, I wanted again to provide you with a list of “notables” – people and
ministries playing an important role in our congregational life together:
1. On September 19, we officially welcomed Pastor Jim Elsner in an
installation service. Pastor Jim has been serving the congregation for
many months already. So it was fitting to be able to extend a Pastoral
Call to him and install him as our Associate Pastor. Pastor Jim and his
wife Elaine live down in Auburn, where they enjoy retirement life! (We
hope they will continue to do so, even as they serve the Lord here!) We
are so thankful that he is willing to serve on a part-time basis here at
Peace, where he will be coordinating worship activities, as well as
occasionally preaching and teaching. Please join me in welcoming
Pastor Jim and Elaine!

2. There’s another Jim who is an important part of the ministry here at Peace: Jim Miller! I want to
extend thanks to Jim for all of the things that he does on our campus. Jim is tireless! Even on the
hottest days, you can find him trimming bushes, doing lawn work, sprucing the
building, fixing things, coordinating the lawn and snow removal services – he even
has responded to fire alarms in the middle of the night (thankfully, they were false
alarms)! Jim is a behind-the-scenes kind of guy, but he makes a huge impact on
keeping things beautiful and tidy here at Peace. Thank you, Jim!
3. Another Thank You goes out Don Luepke, who is our Master Gardner and coordinator of our
Community Garden. If you haven’t been out to the garden, you are missing something very
special! Don does a great job with all that happens out at the garden – tilling, cleaning, mowing,
watering, coordinating plots. He even gives planting advice so that crops are plentiful!
Additionally, he has done a lot of work cleaning up out at the Pavilion, making it a beautiful spot!
Thank you, Don!
4. Another Thank You to Bob Shirey. Bob constructed the new coverings for our portico at the West
entrance. A family of woodpecker birds had drilled holes in the old poles, and Bob – a master
craftsman by trade – constructed new, composite plastic coverings. They look wonderful! He even
painted them! He is continuing to dress up that canopy area and make it a welcoming entryway.
Thank you, Bob!
5. And one more Thank You this month goes to a man who is very much behind the scenes, in every
use of the phrase. Ron Oldsen has been putting together the slide presentations for our worship
services for a number of years. Using his computer, Ron creates the slides that you see during
worship, adding special pictures, layouts, or videos, and prepares each slide show for projection.
Because worship is every week, it is a never-ending job to be sure! He trains our computer
operators and ensures that each knows what they are doing. He is back at the computer almost

every week at the early service, and we are thankful for his ministry of service to the Lord and the
congregation! Thank you, Ron!
6. As you have heard, our Comfort Dog ministry has begun. There will be a lot more information
coming your way on the weekend of October 17. That Sunday is the day we officially take over the
leash and begin our ministry out in the community! Representatives from Lutheran Church
Charities – who run the K-9 Ministry – will be with us, as well as other K-9 teams
from the area. Our Top Dog is Hope Korte, and she has done a wonderful job
leading, recruiting, training (and being trained), fund raising, and event planning!
We will be introducing everyone to our Comfort Dog, whose name is Dove, in
the coming weeks – as well as all those who are on the Ministry Team. Please
continue to keep this care ministry in your prayers, as they are deployed in
and around our towns, communities, and country!

7. A couple of weeks ago, our 13-session GriefShare ministry wrapped up for the Fall. This session
we had 12 participants who came to receive and share Christian love and
care during times of grief. Especially at this time when there are so many
who are hurting, GriefShare is a vital ministry in our congregation and
community! We are so thankful to Steve and Charla Cygan for being our
Host Couple, and all the time they have put into this ministry. We are also
thankful for Doug and Luanne Haupt, who will be joining the ministry team
as another Host Couple! Keep your eyes open for a seasonal session around
the holidays, and the regular session in the Spring of 2022!
8. On October 10, we will be welcoming our New Members here at Peace. Because of the pandemic,
we were unable to receive new members last year in 2020. We have had over 20 people joining
our congregation in the past year and a half! Please joining me in welcoming
them; thank the Lord for his graciousness to Peace in sending them to us!
They are a blessing to our congregation – and we pray that we will be a
blessing to them!
9. And finally, I want to tell you about our upcoming Adult Bible class during the month of October.
Our class will be discussing and learning from the book, written by Dr. Kenneth Haugk, “Don’t Sing
Songs to a Heavy Heart: How to Relate to Those Who Are Suffering.” When people are suffering,
how can we relate to them in ways that will ease their pain and show we care – instead of adding
to their burden? This book provides useful answers to that question, and many more as we show
Christian love to those around us. If you come to the class, we will supply you with the book, if
you do not have a copy. Please come and be a part of the study during the month of October; our
special Bible Class leader will be Rick Kirkton, one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders, and a retired
teacher!
Truly, there is a lot happening here at Peace! We are thankful for all the ways people are being involved
and helping out with the ministries and activities! (By the way, if you know of a volunteer at Peace you
think should be mentioned, please let me know. Throughout the year, I try to remember everyone who
volunteers in significant ways, but I make mistakes too! Just send me an email, and we will say Thank
You!)
Remember: You are a part of this! The sky is the limit to what God can do through you! If you would like
to be a part of a ministry, let me know. If you want to start a new ministry, let me know. Together, with
God the Holy Spirit, great things can happen!

All peace to you in Jesus Christ,
Pastor Jeff Teeple

Pastor Elsner Greeting
As you read this, I have been officially installed as Peace Lutheran’s new
Associate Pastor (part-time). I can’t say enough about Pastor Teeple, the Call
Committee, and our congregation’s leaders in their encouragement to me in this
Call process. I appreciate the guidance of Bishop Hardy in this process and His
presence with us for the Installation on September 19.
But most importantly, I am delighted to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and you,
His own dear child, in this capacity! Thank you for the confidence you have placed
in me to serve among you, to serve alongside of Pastor Teeple and the other staff
members and leaders at Peace.
This is a blessing that I did not anticipate when I retired from full-time
ministry three years ago. But the work of God’s Kingdom does not end. There is
always the need to share the love and grace of our Lord. There is always the need
to support and encourage those in Christ. And you and I can be confident that God
equips us with His Spirit to carry on His work.
In my capacity as Associate Pastor, my focus is primarily in the area of
worship. I hope that the worship services at Peace Lutheran sustain our Lutheran
heritage of faith and liturgical life. I hope that every time you worship the Lord at
Peace Lutheran that God is glorified in the words you say and sing and pray.
I hope that you are edified and built up in Christ to love and serve Him and those
in your life.
I look forward to engaging with you personally in conversations and other
interactions. And I want to invite your observations and suggestions for our
worship. But I think what I will cherish most are your stories of how something in
worship touched you, or had an impact on you later in the week, or helped you
draw closer to our Lord.
May God bless our life together in His Kingdom at Peace Lutheran!

Worship for the 2021 Holidays at Peace Lutheran
Gatherings with friends and family always makes the Holidays more festive! So does
worship at Peace Lutheran. We invite you to mark your calendars for the coming months so
that worship during Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas don’t get lost.
Thanksgiving Worship – A Harvest Celebration (Sunday, Nov. 21)
Thanksgiving Eve Worship (Wednesday, Nov. 24)
“Advent by Candlelight” returns on Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 6:30 pm
Mid-Week Advent Vespers – Wednesdays, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 at 6:30pm
“In Those Days” - Sunday Worship in Advent – Sundays, Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19
Children’s Christmas Program - Sunday, Dec. 12 at 10:30 am
Christmas Eve Worship – Friday, December 24
5:00 pm – Family Worship
8:00 pm – Lessons and Carols (w/ Holy Communion)
Christmas Sunday Worship – Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:00 am (No worship on Dec. 25)
New Years Eve Worship – Friday, Dec. 31 at 6:30 pm
Epiphany Sunday – Sunday, Jan. 2 at 8:00 am and 10:30 am; Monday, Jan. 3 at 6:30 pm

A Living Daring Confidence
For Lutherans, Reformation Day
(October 31) brings special attention. Join us
during October for a special worship series on
the book of Romans, highlighting major
themes of Martin Luther’s theology found
there. Each week, specially selected Scripture
readings, sermon message, hymns and music
and prayer will lead us into the spiritual truth
that Scripture, Luther, and Peace Lutheran
proclaim: God’s free gift of righteousness in
Christ.
October 10 – Justification by Faith
(Romans 1:16-17)
October 17 – Law and Gospel
(Romans 3:19-26)
October 24 – Love Your Neighbor
(Romans 13:8-10)
October 31 – The Encouragement of
Scripture (Romans 15:4-6)
Join us in worship at Peace Lutheran on
Sundays at 8:00 am or 10:30 am, or on
Mondays at 6:30 pm. All services during
October share these themes.

Who can you bring to worship this week?

Looking for a Bible Class? Our mission
statement says that we are "Friendly
People Growing in Christ - Called to
Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love,
Care and Celebrate." Here's an
opportunity for you to grow in that
credo. Men and women of Peace are
invited and encouraged to participate in
learning about the Lord's mission for us
on Thursday mornings at 9:30 AM in the
Fellowship Hall. Join us this month for
fun, fellowship, and finding God's truths
through the eyes and words of the
Apostle Peter in his second letter.

Operation Christmas Child
Like so many other things in our world today, our collection for Operation
Christmas Child is a little different again this year… We are hoping everyone can
help with this mission in some manner.
Gift ideas: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos,
pens, pencils, crayons, writing pads, solar calculators, toothbrush, small
soaps, comb, wash cloth, sunglasses, flashlights with extra batteries, ball
caps, socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry, hair clips, watches …
Items to avoid: used items, war-related toys, guns, knives, etc. perishable food items, liquids
(shampoo, bubble bath, lotion), medicine (vitamins, cough drops), anything breakable.
Please– NO Toothpaste, Gum or Candy
Shipping cost: $9.00/box
We will have tables up in the Fellowship Hall to collect donations and we will still
fill shoeboxes. We just aren’t going to fill the shoeboxes all together as a group.
Instead of one big boxing event, we are encouraging individuals and families to
grab a box and fill it on their own.
Please leave all shoeboxes in the Fellowship Hall
by Sunday, November 14.

For more information, contact Tiffany Baas.
Peace Lutheran will again be a regional drop-off site
beginning November 15th. Volunteers are needed.

For Stephen Ministry CHRISTIAN CAREGIVING - A WAY OF LIFE.
Have you heard that phrase before? Maybe in a sermon, a Bible Class,
a study book? Are you asking the question "where do I fit in as a
caring Christian?" The good news is that we ALL, the family of Peace
Lutheran Church, Fremont, IN, are "called" to care for each other. God
says "Love one another as I have loved you" and "Love your neighbor
as yourself." That's a big order, but doable, because our Lord equips
us with the gift of caring and promises to walk along side of us as we
extend love and mercy to those He sets before us. One way we can
expand our care at Peace is through Stephen Ministry. In the near
future we will be starting training for people interested in becoming
involved in this one-on-one caring ministry. Is the Lord calling you to
be a part of this? Open your heart and mind to
this possibility. Pray to the Holy Spirit and ask
for his guidance. Is this one of your spiritual
gifts for which God has been preparing you?
Talk with any Stephen leader or check the
brochure in the pews to gain more information.
Then pray again. Perhaps he is calling you to
say, "Here I am, Lord, send me."

“Nothing is
more
truly artistic
than to
love people.”
—Vincent Van Gogh

Dear Peace Lutheran,
Thank you for all
your prayers, cards
and memorials given
in memory of Rich.
God bless,
Barb Bruick

Family Promise
Thank you for the donations of
cleaning supplies collected through early
September. The items were a multi-roll
package of paper towels, two multi-roll
packages of TP, one dish soap, two large
liquid laundry detergents, and $12.71,
which was matched as promised.
Sixteen people were involved in
preparing and delivering evening meals in
September. Eleven people have
committed to praying regularly for the
Family Promise guests, staff, and
volunteers.
Our next week to prepare the evening

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:
PastorT@plcms.org
Elsner.jim@gmail.com
Amber@plcms.org
JChurch@plcms.org
(Hope Korte)
comfortdog@plcms.org
Director@weecreations.org
———————————Board of Directors meeting minutes
are available on the Bulletin Board
outside the Church offices.

Help and hope as you navigate

Surviving the Holidays
Wondering how you will survive the weeks
surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are
you dreading these holidays, knowing that
everything has changed and that happy
memories from past years can’t be recreated?
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is a onesession meeting, open to anyone in our
community, but especially for people who are
grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn:
• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll
face during the holidays
• What to do about traditions and other
coming changes
• Helpful tips for surviving social events
• How to discover hope for your future

Thursday November 4, 6:00 pm
and
Tuesday November 9, 1:30 pm

For the month of October:
10/3 Lynn Reed in loving memory
of her husband, Denny.
10/10 Emma Griffiths in loving
memory of her husband, Sam.
Stan & Connie Sweeney in honor
of their 41st anniversary.
10/17 Dennis & Rosemarie Scheimann,
celebrating their 50th anniversary
on October 6.
10/24 Steve & Linda Soldano thankful
for all God’s blessings.
10/31 Dan Thiele (baptism)

WINGS Outreach

If you would like additional information,
please contact Steve & Charla Cygan.

The following supplies are being
collected for the Seminary in Fort Wayne
during October:
Boxed dinners
Hamburger Helper

WINGS News & Notes — OCTOBER 2021
LWML/WINGS Sunday – October 3 (both 8:00 and 10:30 AM services)
You will see many women involved in our worship services on a regular basis. However, they are invited
to participate on this special Sunday in specific leadership roles: acolytes, ushers and greeters, a special
choir, lectors. Sign up at the Information Desk in the narthex. In addition to the
service centering around a chosen LWML theme, there is also a special door offering to
add to our regular MITE donations for the year.

Mark your calendars … WINGS CHRISTMAS PARTY … December 9 … 5:30pm
Donna Lagemann and Sandy Heilman are looking for a committee to help plan the WINGS Christmas
party at Sutton’s party room. Sign up on the bulletin board or give them a call.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
10/1
10/2
10/4
10/5
10/6
10/9
10/10
10/12
10/13
10/14
10/15
10/16
10/17

Jim Schellenberger
Dave Emch
Denise Ward
Shane Ross
Rebecca Mann
Liv Bergquist
Mike Keele
Larry Reidenbach
Andrew Laughlin
Jean Bienz
Kristin McGee
Dan Thiele
Judy Scharpenberg
Garrett Steele
Jim VonSeggern
Eden Ross
Ethan Miller
Philip Mann

10/18 Joe Burelison
Carole Diehm
Karter Stockwell
Kyra Stockwell
10/19 David Roudebush
10/21 Jill Goeglein
10/22 Sheryl Ahlersmeyer
10/25 Pat Brewbaker
Audra James
Stephanie Paradine
10/26 Gene Sumney
Pat Schultz
Christy Mann
10/27 Laura McCrea
Sara Miller
10/28 Meg Roemke
10/29 Ken Miller
10/30 Karen Dalrymple
10/31 JoAnne Rowe

10/1/1994
10/1/2005
10/9/1970
10/10/1987
10/11/1975
10/11/1980
10/11/1997
10/12/1974
10/13/1990
10/14/1961
10/14/2000
10/14/2018
10/20/1979
10/26/1985
10/27/2012
10/28/1967
10/28/1972
10/28/1989

Tim & Traci Bruick
Travis & Amber Vonderau
Terry & Linda Edgar
Gregg & Lisa Bauer
Rick & Chris Hanke
Stan & Connie Sweeney
Chad & Hope Korte
Jeff & Fern Stock
Steve & Karla Worthington
Ed & Ann Peters
Bob & Jennifer Shirey
Lynn & Cathy Wachtmann
Steve & Cindy Krauskopf
Ron & Susan Lovell
Larry & Karen Oberst
Mike & Linda Keele
Dan & Wanda Oberst
Joe & Jodie Burelison

We have a new member in our church. Dove, our Comfort
Dog, is the newest addition to our ministry work at Peace
Lutheran. Her name is inspired by Mark 1:10-11. This is no
regular dog. She has over 2,000 hours of training and has 8
handlers that spent 3 days learning her commands. She is a
working dog, she provides comfort, compassion and
shares the mercy of the Lord to those in need. The
handlers are currently working with her on her
commands and getting Dove settled into her new
environments. You will see her at the church
services and you will be able to greet her before
and after services. Dove loves to be greeted by a gentle
pet behind the ears. She loves to be told what a “good girl”
she is and is happy to let you pet her as long as you would
like. Feel free to ask the handler or ministry partner any
questions you may have or feel free to call Hope Korte,
260-243-0893, if you have questions or concerns.
Dove and her ministry team would like to thank Carol
Gepfert, Paula Huguenard and the sewing ladies who have
spent countless hours making bandannas and mats for Dove.
Dove appreciates all of the puppy shower gifts that were
given to the ministry team to help them be successful. Thank
you all for your kind and generous blessings to this ministry.

