
Dear Friends in Christ,  

September always feels like a small re-start to the year, doesn’t it? We see schools begin the new academic year; we 
are turning the corner into the next season as temperatures cool and leaves begin to change. And during September, 
here at Peace, we have several ministry events, which I would like to keep you aware of. So, let’s jump right in!  

1. Sunday School and Bible Classes – On Sunday, September 12, our Sunday School classes begin again! It goes 
without saying, but Sunday School is our congregation’s way of helping parents fulfill the promises that they 
took at their children’s baptism – promises to train their children in God’s Word. Parents, please mark your 
calendars and plan for your children to attend! We also continue to offer Adult Bible classes both on Sunday 
mornings (beginning September 26) and during the week. Keep your eyes open for opportunities to continue 
to grow in God’s Word!  

2. Voters’ Assembly – As is our custom, we are planning for a Voters’ Assembly on Sunday, August 12 at 9:15    
(in between the services). We will be discussing and voting on the slate of candidates for officers and board 
members of the congregation, as well as the 2022 church budget. Please mark your calendars for this 
important meeting! And, by the way, that is the Sunday we return the late service to its 10:30 time!  

3. Pastor Jim Elsner’s Installation – Hopefully you are aware now that Pastor Jim has accepted our Call to serve 
as our Associate Pastor. Pastor Jim will be working part-time, and he will be coordinating worship services, 
themes, and music. Additionally, he will be preaching and leading worship from time to time. His installation 
service is set for September 19 at the 10:30 service. Please plan to welcome Pastor Jim officially and join me in 
thanking him for all he is doing for our congregation here at Peace!   

4. Choirs – As September begins, our Adult Choir and Hand Bell Choir will be experiencing a bit of a change. After 
several years, our director Megan Steele is choosing to step down from directing the choirs. She will continue 
to help in the “background” but will be handing the directing reins off. Please join me in thanking Megan for 
all she has done over the past years keeping our choirs active and joyful! For the time being Judy Scharpenberg 
is coordinating small vocal groups to provide music during our worship services. (As I write this, we are still 
looking for someone to take the lead on our Hand Bell Choir; hopefully, God will nudge someone to lead that 
important choir!) If you would like to be a part of a vocal ensemble, please speak with either Judy 
Scharpenberg or Pastor Jim.   

5. Celebrating Our Care Ministries! 
a. Comfort Dog Ministry – Over the next couple of months, you will be hearing and seeing a lot more of 

our new Comfort Dog Ministry! Our leaders will be going to training in in Chicago in September – and 
we will be receiving our dog! You will start to see our Comfort Dog at work in the coming weeks. And 
in October, we will be officially recognizing and starting this ministry during one of our worship 
services. If you would like to be a part of this very special, caring ministry, please contact our Top Dog, 
Hope Korte (comfortdog@plcms.org), and she will find a place for you in this new ministry!  

b. Stephen Ministry – Did you know that we currently have 10 Stephen Ministers who are actively caring 
for individuals? (Their pictures and bios are posted in the Fellowship Hall.) Each week, our Stephen 
Ministers check in with, and walk alongside, folks who are experiencing any number of different 
challenges: health, spiritual, relational, physical…the list goes on and on! Stephen Ministry is a blessing 
to our congregation and our community, and we are thankful for all our Stephen Ministers and the 
faithful work that they do! We will be starting a new class of Stephen Ministers in early 2022. If you 
would like information about being a Stephen Minister, or if you would like information about being a 
Care Receiver, please speak with our Stephen Leaders – Ellen Luepke or Rick Kirkton – and they would 
be thrilled to tell you more about this indispensable ministry!  

c. GriefShare – On September 14, our GriefShare group concludes its 13-week session. Please join me in 
thanking Charla and Steve Cygan for leading this important ministry! Steve and Charla faithfully walk 
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with people in their grief journey, and many have been blessed by this ministry! We are planning for a 
one-day GriefShare gathering called “Surviving the Holidays” as we draw closer to the time of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas; keep your eyes and ears open for days and times. God willing, we will be 
offering the full GriefShare course again in 2022! Thank you, Charla and Steve!  

6. Special Thank You – And speaking of thank you: please join me in thanking Bonnie and Dave Handlin for all 
their work once again this Summer keeping our outdoor plants watered, fed, and beautiful! Bonnie and Dave 
are wonderful servants, and we are so thankful for all they do to keep Peace alive and beautiful! Thank you!  

7. Monday Evening Worship Service – Just a reminder and update that we will continue to offer a Monday 
evening worship service this Fall. This is a casual service, and is a great way to honor the Sabbath, even if you 
are out of town over the weekend!  

8. RightNow Media – On Sunday, September 26 during Adult Bible Class, I will be talking about all the resources 
that are available to you and your family free of charge through RightNow Media! It is a clearinghouse of 
videos, Bible studies, and podcasts that help you grow in your faith toward God and love for others! If you 
haven’t signed up (and even if you have!) come and learn more about how it works, and how to access this 
amazing library of Christian material! (And in the meantime, contact me if you would like to receive the email 
link to sign up.) 

9. E-News – Just a reminder that we continue to publish our e-news and announcements every week. If you 
haven’t signed up to receive e-news through your email, please email me and I will get you signed up! If you did 
sign up and haven’t seen it, please double check your SPAM folder; it is an email that comes from my address: 
pastort@plcms.org.  

How’s all that for exciting things happening? We are so thankful for the blessings that God continues to provide Peace 
Lutheran as we reach out regionally to northeast Indiana, southern Michigan, and northwest Ohio! We are blessed to 
be a blessing, and we pray that ALL we are doing helps people connect to Christ and to His people!  

God bless you and keep you!  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 



Hope  
to  

see  
you  

there!    
 
The Annual Voter’s Meeting will take place in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, September 12th at 9:15 AM  
 
Items on the agenda include:  
 Presentation and approval of the 2022 Budget 
 Election of Officers  
Copies of the budget will be available at the Information 
Desk. Please call the church office if you would like a copy 
of the Budget mailed or emailed to you. 
 
Please make every effort to attend this important meeting 
in the life of our congregation.  

Wednesday, September 8 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY 
MORNING  

BIBLE CLASS 
A big "SHOUT OUT" to the men 
and women of Peace Lutheran 
Church and a bigger 
INVITATION to 
join your fellow 
believers in a 
weekday BIBLE 
STUDY group that 
meets each 
Thursday morning 
at 9:30 AM in 
Fellowship Hall 
with Ellen Luepke.  

This season our focus will be on 
the second book of PETER. By 
the time Peter penned this 
second letter, he was aware that 
his life would soon be coming to 
an end. However, rather than 
wallow in self pity, he wants to 
encourage his congregation in 
Asia Minor to keep their eyes 
upon Jesus for they have 
everything they will ever need to 
meet every challenge they may 
have in life. And WE do, too!   

Join us as we study this man, 
Peter, who was a lowly fisherman 
when Jesus called him to "follow 
Me" and who now, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
encourages the Jews & Gentiles 
of the early Church and continues 
to encourage you and me in the 
Church today.  

See you on THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 16, 9:30am.  



We have not yet returned to 
supplying meals for  

Family Promise, but 
currently there are needs:  

• dish washing soap; 

• laundry detergent;  

• paper towels;  

• toilet bowl cleaner,  

• spray air freshener;  

• quart size plastic bags.   

A box for these items is at the 
west entrance, by the church 
mail boxes and will be there 
through Labor Day Monday.  

There is also a quart jar for 
loose change donations.     
Up to $100 will be matched. 
Please consider donating in 
some way. Donation amounts 
will be reported to the 
congregation.  

Questions?  
Call Susan Fisher,  
517-238-5302.  
(Voice Mail 
available on  
this landline.) 

Want to stay  
in touch? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An updated  
Phone Directory  
will be published 

soon! 
 

Please let the church 
office know any new 
contact information. 

 
 
 

Peace 
Lutheran 
Quilters 
recently  

had a  
lovely 

garden tour 
and lunch  

at the home 
of Paula  

and Gary 
Huguenard. 

 
SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

LWML 

FALL  RALLY 

Saturday, September 18th, 2021 

LIVING WATER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1197 South US Highway 33 

Wolf Lake, IN 

        REGISTRATION & COFFE HOUR 8:30— 9AM 
$5.00 registration fee payable at the door includes lunch 

 
INGATHERING: Nonperishable food items for the Living Water Food 

Pantry and $$$ donations for “DREAMS & HOPES” organization in 
Guatemala that enables students to attend High School. 

 
OUR SPEAKERS will be Pastor Thomas & Judith Sabel, highlighting 
their trips to Guatemala as they spread the gospel and helped the 
poor improve their lives. 

Come & see our newly reconstructed Sanctuary & Educational Bldg. 

PLEASE RSVP TO DARLEEN HAUGEN  260-244-4778 or 

JIM1105@CENTURYLINK.COM BY SEPTEMBER 13TH                                                                                                                                                               

mailto:JIM1105@CENTURYLINK.COM


REMIND 
An Opportunity to 

receive  
Church 

Communications 

To sign up for —  
Church text messages:  

• Send a text to the 
number 81010. 

•  In the message type 
“@peacefrem”.  

• You will receive a 
text asking for your 
name.  

• Respond with your 
first and last name.  

You will be able to 
receive text messages 
from Pastor Teeple 
regarding information 
such as church closings 
due to weather, etc.      
(If you have already 
signed up, you do not 
need to do so again.) 

To sign up for —   
Online Weekly Updates: 

• Send your email 
address to Pastor 
Teeple at 
PastorT@plcms.org. 

Make a  

Joyful 

Noise  

unto  

the  

Lord!  

If you’ve considered choir in the past, this may be the 
perfect time to start. There are truly many options for 
rehearsals and adding music to our worship services.  

If you have any other questions, please feel free to contact 
Judy Scharpenberg.  

We will meet Wednesday, September 15th, 7:00 pm.  

Have a story of  

  ADVENTure?    
 
Every person has a story to tell! And some of 
us have a story in which it was obvious that 
God was there with us. You may even have a 
special Bible passage from that episode in your 
journey of life. Would you share your story of 
that episode with us?  
 
We are about to embark on producing a second devotional 
booklet written by members of Peace. This year's edition is 
titled Journey of ADVENTure – Walking with the Lord to 
Bethlehem.”  We are seeking 25 people who might be 
interested in authoring a short devotion sharing some words 
about their personal journey with Jesus to serve as inspiration 
for others. 
 

We hope that you will join us in preparing 
this gift to the community. Please send an 
email message to Don Luepke  
at donluepke@juno.com by September 6, 
expressing your interest and find out more 
about being a part of this  
“one-time” ministry. 

mailto:donluepke@juno.com


 

“One Another” (for each other) Passages 
  in the New Testament 

 
Please take a few minutes to read these New Testament 
verses, perhaps as your devotion time today and answer 
the following questions:  

a) In what ways can you as an individual follow through 
on these “one another” questions?  

b) How is Peace as a congregation providing these “one another” 
actions to our members and community? 

 
 John 15:12                    1 Thessalonians 5:11 
       Romans15:7                  Hebrews 10:24 
  Galatians 6:2                   James 5:16a 
 Ephesians 4:2         

 
If your answer to both questions include in some way STEPHEN MINISTRY … you 
are most certainly correct! Pray for this ministry… Speak to someone you know is 
struggling with a problem or concern about “Stephen” … Prayerfully Consider 
becoming a Stephen Minister yourself. This is what we are “called” to do … this is 
“who we are”! 
 

September is NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION & AWARENESS MONTH.  
     Almost everyone of us has been touched by suicide in some way... a coworker, 
neighbor, family member. Perhaps you yourself have had suicidal thoughts. The Lutheran 
Foundation has many helps for us to better understand & be helped during those dark 
days. And please remember: all healing begins with our heavenly Father, His Son Jesus, 
& His Holy Spirit, the Counselor.  
 

——————————————————————————— 
The Comfort Dog Ministry is moving forward! 

Several dates for your calendar: 

September 7-10  Handlers and caregivers will go to 
Chicago for training and bring our dog home. We still 
don't know the name or the gender of the dog. 

October 17th, 10:30 a.m.  We will have the 
commissioning ceremony for our dog! 

We are currently hosting a puppy shower within the church 
to help with the cost of the ministry. There are instructions 
next to the dog house with tags in the narthex. The tags list 
the price of the item in the corner so you can pick something 
in your price range. There are multiple ways to give, if you 
have questions, feel free to reach out to Hope Korte. 



Sunday School 
News 

First day of 
Confirmation and 
Sunday School  

will be 

September 12th  

9:15-10:15 AM 

We cannot wait  
to dive into the Word  
and learn all about  

God’s big love for us.  
 

We are looking for 
helpers to fill some 

positions in the 
classrooms. You do 
not need to be an 

expert in Bible 
stories. You just 

need a willing heart 
to serve. The 

lessons and videos 
are prepared for 

you. 
Please prayerfully 

consider being 

Youth and Family Event 

 

September 12 @ 2 PM 

Lake day at Chad and Hope Korte’s 
on Clear Lake.  

Come join us for the ultimate slip ‘n 
slide, food, and swimming. 

 A Family fun event! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Looking for a few youth to 
create a photo calendar to 

raise funds for this  
next summer’s  

National Youth Gathering.  
Let me know if you are 
interested in helping!  

 

Registration forms for the 
Gathering will be mailed out 
to H.S. youth when they 

become available. 



WINGS OUTREACH  
for September —  
We are collecting Lunch 
box supplies for the 
Seminary in Fort Wayne: 

Chips 
Fruit roll-ups 

Pudding/Jello cups 
Crackers/Cheese 

Crackers/Peanut butter 

 

 

 

 

For 

the 

month 

of 

September: 

9/5 Jerry & Linda Lake, in remembrance 
of their mothers. 

 
9/12 Don & Janet Ahlersmeyer in honor of 

their anniversary on September 19th. 
 
9/19 Brian & Shannon King in honor of 

their anniversary on September 19th. 
 
9/26 Travis & Amber Vonderau 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet in the gym each Wednesday evening. 

The beginner/intermediate group play 

from 4:30-5:30 pm. The advanced players 

have the court from 6:00-8:00 pm. 

Pickleball continues          

       in September 

WINGS News & Notes 
Did you know … EVERY woman at Peace is a part of an important ministry, a 
ministry to each other and a ministry to all the people of Peace, even to our 

community. That ministry is called WINGS (Women IN God’s Service). This 
MINISTRY is about finding ways to grow as Christian women and about offering a 
variety of opportunities to serve and be served.  

It is time to evaluate which WINGS events we can safely bring back to Peace. Let’s get 
together on Thursday, September 16 at 7pm to have that  conversation. Instead of the usual 
potluck, coffee and a sweet, wrapped treat will be served. 

Three events have been scheduled due to pre-arrangements needing to be made:   

WINGS/LWML Sunday on October 3 at both services (watch for details and sign-up),  

Annual WINGS Christmas Party at Sutton’s on the Square — Thursday, December 9 at 
 5:30pm, and further on down the road …  

Saturday, October 1, 2022 

Count it All a Blessing! 
WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Guest speaker: Lynne Ford 
(formerly of WBCL … and a previous guest speaker) 

Tracey Foster: Worship leader 

Please consider signing up for Altar Guild on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall to help with the upkeep of 

our altar area. Contact Carol Gepfert if you have ques-

tions about this WINGS ministry. (We will train and help 

you with everything you need to know.) 

Ask a friend and sign up together! 



Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

Sunday — 8:00 AM  
   9:15 AM (Sunday School/Confirmation begin) 

     Annual Business Meeting 

   10:30 AM (Note Fall time change) 
 ————————————————— 
Next Memorial Day to Labor Day, we will return to 
our Summer Schedule: Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 AM. 

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Elsner.jim@gmail.com 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
        (Hope Korte) 
 comfortdog@plcms.org  
 Director@weecreations.org 

———————————- 
Board of Directors meeting minutes 
are available on the Bulletin Board 
outside the Church offices. 
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