
The Day of Pentecost  May 23, 2021 
 

    
THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Holy, Holy, Holy”      LSB 507 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

  
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

    Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
    Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

  
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

    Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
    Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

  
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Text: Public domain 

  
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
   C: Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 
  
   P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?   
   C: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  Psalm 130:3-4 
  
    P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and to call upon him in prayer and praise, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as his people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking his grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

   C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  

  
   P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  



   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
  

   P: Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into 
us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in 
all things, and rejoice at all times in your peace. through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

   C: Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF PREPARATION — “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” LSB 913 
 

1 O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Your work begin, Your dwelling place now make us. 
Sun of the soul, O Light divine, Around and in us brightly shine, 
    To joy and gladness wake us That we may be 
    Truly living, To You giving Prayer unceasing 
And in love be still increasing. 

  
2 Give to Your Word impressive pow’r, 

That in our hearts from this good hour As fire it may be glowing, 
That in true Christian unity We faithful witnesses may be, 
    Your glory ever showing. Hear us, cheer us 
    By Your teaching; Let our preaching And our labor 
Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

  
3 O mighty Rock, O Source of life, 

Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife, In us be strongly burning 
That we be faithful unto death And live in love and holy faith, 
    From You true wisdom learning. Your grace and peace 
    On us shower; By Your power Christ confessing, 
Let us see our Savior’s blessing. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 THE WORD  

THE FIRST READING – Ezekiel 37:1-14, NIV 
The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; 

prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel 
who only take care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat the curds, 
clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the 
flock. 4 You have not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have 
not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 5 So 
they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they became food 
for all the wild animals. 6 My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They 
were scattered over the whole earth, and no one searched or looked for them. 

7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has become food 
for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for my flock but cared for 
themselves rather than for my flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:10 This is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against the shepherds and will hold them accountable for my 
flock. I will remove them from tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed 



themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. 
11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after 

them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and 
darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will 
bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in 
all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of 
Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will 
feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  
THE SECOND READING – Acts 2:14a, 22-36, NIV 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: …22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders 
and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed 
over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him: 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 27 because you 
will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. 28 You have 
made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 

29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was 
buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised 
him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, 
nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of 
it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 
has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet.”’36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
  
THE ALLELUIA HYMN– “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849 

1 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer – Praise the One who makes us one! 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15, NIV 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes 
out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with 
me from the beginning. … I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but 
now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’6 Rather, you are 
filled with grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I 
am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to 
you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going 



to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this 
world now stands condemned. 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he 
will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I 
said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
THE HYMN OF PREPARATION – “Lift High the Cross”  LSB 837 

 
Refrain Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
  
1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
  
2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 
  
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 
  
4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 
Text (sts. ref–6): © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.; (sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE MESSAGE   

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Lift High the Cross”  LSB 837 
Refrain Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 
 
6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 

Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”     LSB 643 
 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

  
2 With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 

 May God bless you and yours.  
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