
The Fifth Sunday of Easter  May 2, 2021 
 

    

THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”        LSB 474, Vss 1-3 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain 

  
ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
  
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center Telling the story to open our eyes; 

Breaking our bread, Giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 
  
3 Jesus the vine, We are the branches; Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name.   

   C: Amen.   
  
   P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
   C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in our thoughts, our words, and our behavior—through 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have not loved those around us as we ought. Turn us again to you 
and uphold us by your Holy Spirit, so that we may live and serve you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

  
   P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of X Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.    

   C: Amen.  
  
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
  
   P: Let us pray.  
 All: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life. Give us grace 

to love one another, to follow in the way of his commands, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



THE SONG OF PRAISE— “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”        LSB 474, Vss 1-3 

4 Weeping, be gone; Sorrow, be silent: Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 

 
ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
   
5 City of God, Easter forever, Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

River of life, Saints and archangels, Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
 

 THE WORD  

THE FIRST READING –  Acts 8:26-40, NIV 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the 
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his 
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay 
near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the 
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his 
humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken 
from the earth.”  

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 
news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here 
is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. 
Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not 
see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 
about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  

THE SECOND READING – 1 John 4:1-11, NIV  
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from 
the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows 
God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 



7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.  
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE ALLELUIA RESPONSE— “Seek Ye First”  LSB 712 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia! 

  
2 Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia! 
  
3 Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word 

That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia! 
Text: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 3057092 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – John 15:1-8, NIV 
     [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This 
is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON HYMN – “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” Tune: LSB 900 
 1 Come, my way, my truth, my life: Such a way as gives us breath; 

Such a truth as ends all strife; Such a life as killeth death. 
  
2 Come, my light, my feast, my strength: Such a list as shows a feast; 
 Such a feast as mends in length; Such a strength as makes his guest. 
  
3 Come, my joy, my love, my heart: Such a joy as none can move; 

Such a love as none can part; Such a heart as joys in love. 
Text: Public Domain  

THE MESSAGE   
 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “O Blessed Spring”    LSB 595 

1 O blessèd spring, where Word and sign Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
    Here Christ enjoins each one to be A branch of this life-giving Tree. 

  



2 Through summer heat of youthful years, Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
    Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, The boughs will shout for joy again. 

  
3 When autumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 

    Then through us, warm, the Christ will move With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
  
4 As winter comes, as winters must, We breathe our last, return to dust; 

    Still held in Christ, our souls take wing And trust the promise of the spring. 
  
5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, Be praised for this blest mystery: 

    That Word and water thus revive And join us to Your Tree of Life. 
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 

Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   LSB 465  
4 Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 

    “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
    All the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 

 May God bless you and yours.  
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