First Sunday of Advent  November 29, 2020
WELCOME! Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the

Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for God to show up, to save, to restore. When
we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible,
not like anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share
the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come.







THE PASTORAL GREETING
THE OPENING HYMN – “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
(Vss. 1, 3, 4)
1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright?
Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast
To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best.
3

I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free.
I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me.
A glorious crown You give me, A treasure safe on high
That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly.

4

Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace
In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race.
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THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION
P:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P:
C:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name.
Amen.

P:
C:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in our thoughts, our words, and our behavior—through
things we have done and things we have failed to do. We have not loved you with our
whole heart. We have not loved those around us as we ought. Turn us again to you and
uphold us by your Holy Spirit, so that we may live and serve you, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

P:

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.
Amen.

C:

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us
to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new
day, in your name alone.
C: Amen.
THE HYMN OF PRAISE – “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
(Vs. 6)
6 He comes to judge the nations, A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations And blessèd hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering, And guide us safely home.
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 THE WORD 
THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 64:1-9, NIV
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visons of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed
people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40-55, had not been realized. Instead the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine.
This lament calls God to be the God who brought deliverance in the past. .
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains would tremble before
you! As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known
to your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! For when you did awesome things that
we did not expect, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. Since ancient times no
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those
who wait for him. You come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But
when we continued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? All of us have
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a
leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of
you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over to our sins.
Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look on us, we pray,
for we are all your people.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE READING – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, NIV
As the Christians in Corinth await the second coming of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already
enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank my God
for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every
way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge—God thus confirming our testimony about
Christ among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus
Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE HYMN – “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”
(Vs. 5)
5
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Mark 13:24-37, NIV
[Jesus said:] “But in those days, following that distress, ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And
he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends
of the heavens.
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out,
you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is
near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things
have happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man going
away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the
one at the door to keep watch.
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly,
do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE HYMN – “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending,
Once for ev’ry sinner slain;
Thousand thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of His train:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.
2

Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him
Robed in glorious majesty;
Those who set at naught and sold Him,
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
Shall their true Messiah see.

3

Those dear tokens of His passion
Still His dazzling body bears,
Cause of endless exultation
To His ransomed worshipers.
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
Gaze we on those glorious scars!

THE MESSAGE

(Vss. 1-3)
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 THE

RESPONSE 

THE HYMN – “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending”
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,
High on Thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the pow’r and glory,
Claim the kingdom as Thine own.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone!

(Vs. 4)
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.
THE HYMN – “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
2

Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
 May
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God bless you and yours. 
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