Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  November 15, 2020
WELCOME! Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of
the Lord will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us the be
awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope, eager to welcome
the Good News of Christ’s coming among us.







THE PASTORAL GREETING
THE OPENING HYMN – “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” (Vss. 1-4)
1 Thine the amen Thine the praise
Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head
Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story
Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
2

Thine the life eternally
Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree
All the earth on bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing
Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.

3

Thine the truly Thine the yes
Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee
Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing
Then the end of all the war
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore.

4

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize
Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise
Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story
Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
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THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our
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P:
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P:

C:

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our
help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 124:8
I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord,
And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Psalm 32:5
O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Lord God, you light our way through life with your Word. Give us the light we
need, and awaken us to the needs of others; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
THE HYMN OF PRAISE – “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” (Vs. 5)
5 Thine the glory in the night
No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree
Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy
Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.
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 THE WORD 
THE FIRST READING – Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 NIV
Zephaniah the prophet presents the ‘day of the Lord’ as one of judgment and wrath. Later, in the New Testament,
the details that the prophets gave thousands of years earlier were spoken again, at that time they were spoken about the
Lord’s second coming.
Be silent before the Sovereign Lord, for the day of the Lord is near. The Lord has prepared a
sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. […] At that time I will search Jerusalem with
lamps and punish those who are complacent, who are like wine left on its dregs, who think, ‘The Lord
will do nothing, either good or bad.’ Their wealth will be plundered, their houses demolished. Though
they build houses, they will not live in them; though they plant vineyards, they will not drink the wine.”
The great day of the Lord is near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the Lord is
bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. That day will be a day of wrath—a day of distress and
anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness—a day

of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers.
“I will bring such distress on all people, that they will grope about like those who are blind, because
they have sinned against the Lord. Their blood will be poured out like dust and their entrails like dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath.” In the fire
of his jealousy the whole earth will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live on the
earth.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE EPISTLE READING – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, NIV
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and now as we
anticipate the day when we will begiven eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know
very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace
and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape.
But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.
You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the
darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day,
let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. For
God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He
died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE HYMN – “Seek Ye First”
(Vs. 3)
3 Man does not live by bread alone But by every word
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu-, alleluia!
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THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Matthew 25:14-30, NIV
[Jesus said:] “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted
his wealth to them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had received five bags of
gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags
more. So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. But the man who had received one
bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man
who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with
five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of
gold; see, I have gained two more.’
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a
hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So

I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown
and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit
with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.
“‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. For whoever has will
be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be
taken from them. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE HYMN – “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
1 Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.
2

Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,
The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem.

3

Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.

4

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

5

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is king of all.
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THE MESSAGE
 THE

RESPONSE 

THE HYMN – “God Moves in a Mysterious Way”
1 God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.
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2

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
Faith sees a smiling face.

3

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev’ry hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flow’r.

4

Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.

5

You fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds you so much dread
Are big with mercy and will break
In blessings on your head.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.
THE HYMN – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
1
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
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Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
 May
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God bless you and yours. 
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