The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  August 16, 2020
WELCOME! In our Old Testament reading today, the prophet Isaiah declares that God’s house shall be a house

of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s Holy Gospel
reading is a Gentile—an outsider—who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering
around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.







THE PASTORAL GREETING
THE OPENING HYMN – “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear
Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!
2

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen
All that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?

3

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.
What need or grief
Ever has failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade you.

4

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.

5

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly forever adore Him!

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: Who made heaven and earth.
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P:
C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:
C:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:

C:

Let us pray. O God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon
you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy,
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE—“Lord of Light”
Tune: LSB 646
1
Lord of light, your name outshining All the stars and suns of space,
Use our talents in your kingdom As the servants of your grace;
Use us to fulfill your purpose in the gift of Christ your Son.
Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done.
2

By the toil of faithful workers In some far outlying field;
By the courage where the radiance Of the cross is still revealed,

By the victories of meekness, Through reproach and suff’ring won:
Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done.
3

Grant that knowledge, still increasing, At your feet may lowly kneel;
With your grace our triumphs hallow, With your charity our zeal;
Lift the nations from the shadows To the gladness of the Son:
Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done.

4

By the prayers of faithful watchers, Never silent day or night;
By the cross of Jesus, bringing, Peace to all and healing light;
By the love that passes knowledge, Making all your children one:
Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done.

Text: Public domain

 THE WORD 
THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, ESV
In our reading the prophet Isaiah calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other
category.
Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and
my righteousness be revealed. […]
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the
Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds
fast my covenant—these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of
prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples.”
The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-33, ESV
Paul shares with us that God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while
all have been disobedient, God has mercy on all.
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew. […]
Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify
my ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. For if
their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from
the dead? If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if the root is holy, so
are the branches. […]
As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved
for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you
were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so
they too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now
receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE HYMN – “How Great Thou Art”
LSB 801
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
2

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in—
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing
He bled and died to take away my sin;
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627

THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Matthew 15:21-28, ESV
And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” But he did not answer her a word. And his
disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” He answered,
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It is not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table.”
Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE HYMN – “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”
1 Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
2

Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

LSB 570

3

Just as I am, though tossed about
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

4

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Public domain

THE MESSAGE
 THE

RESPONSE 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Just As I Am, Without One Plea”
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
6

LSB 570

Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.

THE HYMN – “Jesus Shall Reign”
LSB 832
4 Blessings abound where’er Christ reigns: The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest, And all who suffer want are blest.
5

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, And earth repeat the loud amen.
 May

Text: Public domain

God bless you and yours. 
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