The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  August 2, 2020
WELCOME! Happiness and contentment are hard to find. Even with our abundance of possessions and

opportunity, our hearts remain restless for things new and different, for the promise of something better. Paul reminds
us that contentment does not come from having everything we desire, but with faith in the Lord, who is gracious and
merciful and supplies all our needs. Today, we hear the terrible news of John the Baptist’s martyrdom and a crowd
restless with hunger. In the midst of it all, Jesus shows forth grace to rest our fears and satisfy us with all we need. We
pray that we learn to trust in the Lord and to find contentment and peace in His grace sufficient for all things.







THE PASTORAL GREETING
THE OPENING HYMN – “When Peace Like a River”
LSB 763
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain
refrain It is well (It is well) with my soul, (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.
2

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain

3

He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Refrain

4

And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Public domain

THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE KYRIE
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P:
C:

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

P:
C:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:

All:

Let us pray. O blessed Lord, You are hidden in things simple and ordinary, but Your grace
is never anything less than miraculous. Grant to us grace that we recognize Your hand of
blessing supplying us all that we need for this body and life and for our eternal salvation
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and teach us to receive them with gratitude and
peace in our hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE HYMN OF PRAISE—“O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee”
LSB 632
1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be,
Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood.
2

Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day!
My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am I! How good Thou art!

Text: Public domain

 THE WORD 
THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 55:1-5, ESV
In this Old Testament reading, God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also
promises to make an everlasting covenant with all people, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As
David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your
soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you

shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE SECOND READING – Romans 9:1-5, ESV
This reading begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving
plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants,
being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy
Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the
flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
THE HYMN – “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”
Tune: Duke Street
1 Give to our God immortal praise! Mercy and truth are all his ways;
Wonders of grace to God belong; Repeat his mercies in your song.
2

He sent his Son with power to save From guilt and darkness and the grave
Wonders of grace to God belong; Repeat his mercies in your song.

3

Give to the Lord of lords renown; The King of kings with glory crown.
His mercies ever shall endure When lords and kings are known no more!

THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Matthew 14:13-21, ESV
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore he saw
a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the
disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds
away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away;
you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke
the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE HYMN – “For the Fruits of His Creation”
LSB 894
1 For the fruits of His creation, Thanks be to God.
For His gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God.

2

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring For the hungry and despairing,
In the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.

3

For the harvests of the Spirit, Thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us,
Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God.

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627

THE MESSAGE
 THE

RESPONSE 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”
1 Sing to the Lord of harvest, Sing songs of love and praise;
With joyful hearts and voices Your alleluias raise.
By Him the rolling seasons In fruitful order move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest A joyous song of love.

LSB 893

2

God makes the clouds rain goodness, The deserts bloom and spring,
The hills leap up in gladness, The valleys laugh and sing.
God fills them with His fullness, All things with large increase;
He crowns the year with blessing, With plenty and with peace.

3

Bring to this sacred altar The gifts His goodness gave,
The golden sheaves of harvest, The souls Christ died to save.
Your hearts lay down before Him When at His feet you fall,
And with your lives adore Him Who gave His life for all.

Text: Public domain

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer.
Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE BLESSING
P: May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.
C: Amen.
THE HYMN – “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
LSB 643
1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, Our true faith confessing,
The people of God from His dwelling take leave.
The Supper is ended. O now be extended
The fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of His teaching, Receptive souls reaching,
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.
His grace did invite us, His love shall unite us
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.
2

With praise and thanksgiving To God ever-living,
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, In love ever caring,
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.
With Your feast You feed us, With Your light now lead us;
Unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living With praise and thanksgiving
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear.

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627

 May

God bless you and yours. 
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