
      By Don Luepke 
 
  

The equinox has passed, daylight continues to fill more of our day, 

and my fellow gardeners are waking up from the winter. I feel like a 

big ol' grizzly bear coming out of hibernation -- A bit groggy and 

hungry!  I am hungry for this coming growing season. I am hungry 

for garden tomatoes and gritty, fresh-out-of-the-soil carrots. I am 

hungry for another year with all of you!   

I have no idea what is in store for us for the coming months but it 

could be crazy as ever. Regardless, all of us who are intrigued by the soil and growing plants are 

certainly ready.     There are no better optimists than gardeners. Being down here in the warmth 

of the Sunshine State, I could not help but plant some tomato, pepper, spinach and flower seeds to get 

a jump start on the growing season. When your hands get dirty in the soil, you just have to grow closer 

to your Creator. 

And so we begin the eighth year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.”  Again, the first portion 

of the name identifies who and what we are and the second why we exist, as we grow both physically 

and spiritually. This is a unique ministry of Peace Lutheran to help church and community members 

experience the joy of gardening and to share the fruits of the harvest with others.  

And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. There is no feel or cost involved but — Note: if you 

request a plot, it is necessary that you make the commitment to maintain the assigned 

garden area throughout the entire growing season. Priority in assignments will be given to 

gardeners who have had plots in prior years as they have worked to develop a particular area. 

From what I understand there are a few people who had plots last year who will not be able to continue 

this year and so there will probably be some plots available to “newcomers” to the Peace Garden. What 

we need now is a list of all those who wish to have a garden plot for the season. Each plot is 

approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an area, you need to sign up in one of two ways: 

 1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Information Desk at the front of the church. 

 2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-

mail address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the 

same plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 5, so that we can develop our organizational 

plan. 

We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes community and perhaps mentor them in 

establishing a garden and producing food and flowers for their homes.  If you know of someone outside 

of our church family please let them know. It’s a matter of mission and ministry. After all we are Peace 

Lutheran Church:  

“Friendly People – Growing in Christ, 

Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, 

Care and Celebrate!” 
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