OPENING HYMN – THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
1

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.

2

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.

3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.

4

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!

OPENING SENTENCES
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea; hear me and answer me.
Evening, morning, and noon I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.
Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous fall.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment,
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience, through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
About the Bible readings: The Lord provided bread from heaven for His people in the wilderness (Ex. 16:2–
21). Now He who is Himself the living bread from heaven miraculously provides bread for the five thousand (John
6:1–15). This takes place near the time of the Passover, after a great multitude had followed Jesus across the sea,
and when He went up on a mountain. Seen in this way, Jesus is our new and greater Moses, who releases us from
the bondage of Mount Sinai and makes us free children of the promise (Gal. 4:21–31). Five loaves become twelve
baskets—that is, the five books of Moses find their goal and fulfillment in Christ, whose people continue steadfastly
in the doctrine and fellowship of the twelve apostles, and in the breaking and receiving of the bread of life, which is
the body of Christ together with His precious blood, and in the prayers (Acts 2:41–47). So it is that God’s people
“shall not hunger or thirst” (Is. 49:8–13). For He abundantly provides for us in both body and soul – in all times!

OLD TESTAMENT READING – Exodus 16:2-21
2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness,
3 and the people of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt,
when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger.”
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall
go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5 On the
sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6 So Moses and
Aaron said to all the people of Israel, “At evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling
against the Lord. For what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you in
the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the Lord has heard your grumbling that you
grumble against him—what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against the Lord.”
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, ‘Come near before the
Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people
of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 And the
Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat
meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”
13 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp.
14 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on
the ground. 15 When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what
it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 16 This is what the Lord has
commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the
number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” 17 And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some
more, some less. 18 But when they measured it with an omer, whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and
whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19 And Moses said to them,
“Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20 But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the
morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning by morning they gathered it,
each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.
EPISTLE READING – Galatians 4:21-31
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born
according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted
allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar.
25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her
children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written,
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than those of the one who has a husband.”
28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was born
according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the
Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son
of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.
THE GOSPEL READING – John 6:1-15
1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 And a
large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3 Jesus went up on the
mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples.

4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large
crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?”
6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do.
7 Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii1 worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get
a little.”
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?”
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down,
about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them
to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told
his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled
twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten.
14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come
into the world!” 15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus
withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

PRAYERS
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Prayers for others and ourselves

Compassionate Lord, graciously defend us from all calamity by pestilence, scarcity, famine and every other evil.
Spare us from disease and its fear. Protect and prosper all who labor in their rightful callings, especially those who
remain in harm’s way for the good of their neighbors. Be the God and Father of the poor, the unemployed and the
homeless; the helper of the hungry and needy; the comforter of the distressed and those who sorrow. Look with
mercy especially upon all those who suffer in body or in mind. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Amen.
Concluding prayer:

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the
world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s
sake we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN – JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE
1

Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure,
Truest friend to me, Ah, how long in anguish
Shall my spirit languish, Yearning, Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine!
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; Naught I ask beside Thee.

2

In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would molest me
Cannot reach me here. Though the earth be shaking,
Ev’ry heart be quaking, Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash And thunders crash;
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, Jesus will not fail me.

3

Satan, I defy thee; Death, I now decry thee;
Fear, I bid thee cease. World, thou shalt not harm me
Nor thy threats alarm me While I sing of peace.
God’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour;
Earth and all its depths adore Him, Silent bow before Him.

4

Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure,
Jesus is my choice. Hence, all empty glory!
Naught to me thy story Told with tempting voice.
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross,
Shall not from my Savior move me Since He deigns to love me.

5

Evil world, I leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain. Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me, Come not forth again.
Past thy hour, O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in. Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather, Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure!

Acknowledgments Both hymn texts: Public Domain. Noon from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

