
Dear Friends, 
The Bible describes the Old Testament prophet John 

the Baptist like this: “He wore clothing made of camel’s 
hair, with a  leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey.” I always thought it would be 
fun to show up some Sunday dressed like that. I might 
also possibly eat some locusts and wild honey for you 
all too. 

But I skimp on the camel’s hair, and I simply wear 
the leather belt most days. I guess it will have to do.  

If you know me at all, you know that I typically wear 
my black and white clerical collar on Sunday mornings, 
as well as when we have special events like funerals. A 
lot of times I do not wear it on the other days of the 
week, simply because I hate wearing the thing. It is 
one of those things that makes you stand out, like 
wearing camel’s hair and other odd accoutrements.  

I didn’t always hate wearing the collar. In fact, when 
I first started wearing it, I thought it was awesome. I 
thought it was pretty cool, having a uniform of sorts. 
One day back in my seminary days, I was wearing it to 
worship on a Sunday morning. I had to stop to get gas 
for the car. So I hopped out and started filling the tank. 
A guy pulled in to the gas station; he pulled up to the 
same pump on the other side. I noticed he was pulling 
two Sea-Doo jet skis. He was wearing shorts and “lake-
wear”. He jumped out and started filling his tank – 
then he saw me. He kind of jerked a little and 
exclaimed, “Oh! Father!” I instinctively started to shake 
my head, but he continued: “Oh father, uhhh… well… 
ahhh… well, I go most every other Sunday!” What I 
wanted to say was, “No – its all good. I’ll keep it to 
myself.” But all I could get out was “okay…make good 
decisions.” I clumsily got back in my car and drove 
away, but I saw from the rear-view mirror that he was 
watching me. Maybe he thought I was going to report 
him.  

But it was so striking – the look on his face. I don’t 
think I will ever forget the experience. 

I think the same things must have happened to 
John the Baptist – and probably all of God’s prophets. 
Keep in mind that most of the time the prophets lived 
like ordinary people. They simply went about their 
business and lived their day-to-day lives. But then God 
would call on them to speak his word to the people.  

God asked his prophets to be abundantly 
clear to the people that they should put “first 
things first.” Is that a familiar phrase?         

It means having the right priorities for ourselves and 
others in our family. The other phrase that comes to 
mind is “don’t put the cart before the horse.”  

So, what God wants the people to know first is: they 
have sinned and have fallen short of the covenant and 
promises that they made with and to God. And so 
when the prophets come, we typically associate that 
message with them. “You have sinned!” The prophets 
thunder like fire and brimstone. “You have sinned 
because you have neglected him and his covenant; you 
have abandoned the true God.” Then, later, comes the 
cart; first things first, second things second. 

It is a difficult message to hear! But it is a message 
for all people: You have sinned.  You need to hear 
again why Jesus the Messiah has been promised.  

When the prophets of God show up, the people’s 
response was not “Oh good! I’ve been feeling down 
lately, maybe the prophet will lift me up! We’ve been 
waiting to learn God’s word!”  

No. Rather, what’s the response? “Oh, well, you see, 
uhhh…my parents taught me about God, I practiced as 
a kid… but me and God, I think we’re okay. I go most 
every Sunday.”  

It’s tough being a prophet. God sends you out into 
the world, and sometimes just your presence makes 
people uncomfortable. The problem is that when you 
are commissioned by God it means you speak HIS 
message – his message of first things first, second 
things second. Because only then will you understand 
the power of the cross.  

This is the prophet message: You have sinned. You 
have fallen short of the glory of God. You can try to 
rationalize your way out of it. You can try to comfort 
yourself with all the things that you used to do – things 
that seem really religious. But the message of first 
things first is: You have sinned by putting other things 
– people and activities – before God. 

Now, if there is a first message, then the second 
also needs to be spoken! All the sin that you commit, 
have committed, can be seen on the cross. The cross 
becomes both the sign of the most awful and the most 
wonderful thing ever. The cart that carries us to 
heaven is this: Jesus shed His blood for you. He gives 
you forgiveness and a new start. 

The first things are the most difficult. The 
second things are the most beautiful.  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 
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GREETERS, USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign up at the Information Desk. 
Contact our Deacons with any questions. 

    
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact our head Deacon.  
 If you do find a replacement, please notify the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM            10:00/10:30 AM       
9/1                Braden Toigo 
9/8                      Mya Ball 
9/15             
9/22            
9/29         
ALTAR GUILD:  Donna Biddle, Sandy Heilman 

Confirmation 

Class  
will begin on   

Sunday, 

 September 8 
 

Class is held during  
the Sunday School hour. 

    Don’t miss it!  

Call Committee Update: 
The Call Committee of Peace Lutheran Church-MS has 

forwarded your suggestions of candidates for 
Associate Pastor to the English District, and the office 
of the Bishop has in turn sent us back several 
qualified candidates.  Thank you for giving us so many 
suggested candidates! 

We have met twice in recent weeks to discuss the 
candidates returned to us by the Bishop, and are now 
in the process of reaching out to our preferred 
candidates in order to interview them, and to share 
information with them about our congregation and 
community. 

Following these interviews, the Call Committee will 
again meet to discuss the candidates. 

Then, the Call Committee will present their 
recommendation to the full congregation, and the 
congregation will make the decision on a pastoral call. 

Thank you for your prayers lifting up the Call Committee 
to do the work of the Holy Spirit on your behalf.  

  In Christ, 

  Dan Thiele (chairman), Deb Beck,  
  Roger Dammeier, Andy Goeglein,  
  Chad Korte, Megan Steele 



The Annual Voter’s Meeting will take place 
Sunday, September 8th at 9:30 AM.   
Items on the agenda include: Reports, 
presentation and approval of the 2020 Budget, 
and Election of Officers. Copies of the budget are 
available at the Information Desk.  
 
Please make every effort to attend this important 
meeting in the life of our congregation.  
    

Hope  
to  

see  
you  

there!    

Tuesdays beginning 
September 10, 6-7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a 13-week Grief Support Group consisting 
of speakers (via video) from various professions 
who have experience in grief counseling. 

Topics include: 

• Is this normal? 
• Why? 
• Guilt and Anger 
• What do I live for now? 

Each session will include a 40 minute video, 
discussion time and a workbook. You may begin 
attending GriefShare at any point because each 
session is “self-contained” and you do not have to 
attend in sequence. You may go back and pick up 
any missed sessions in the 13-week cycle.  

If you would like additional information, please 
contact Steve & Charla Cygan. 

Although pre-registration is not required, please 
contact the church office if you are planning to 
attend, so we may have adequate supplies and 
seating. 

I Do and I Don’t  
By Steve Gruenwald 

 

When I said “I do” thirty-five years ago, I should also have said 

“I don’t.”  I have come to realize that back then, I had little 

knowledge about what this unchartered journey called marriage 

would involve. On our wedding day, perhaps the following “I 

do” and “I don’t” statements might have been more appropriate. 

 

I do love you; I don’t yet comprehend love’s strength and 

capabilities. We have yet to be tested to see if it will withstand 

the turbulence created by our sinful natures and a sinful world. 

I pray that our surface love of holding hands and saying “I love 

you” matures into a Christ-anchored, three-stranded cord 

(Ecclesiastes 4:12) that won’t easily be broken, but continually 

grows stronger each time we reemerge on the other side of 

life’s eventual challenges.  

 

I do want to spend the rest of my life with you; I don’t have any 

idea how it’s possible that two unique and sometimes opposite 

personalities can live together in harmony without our habits 

irritating one other!  Together with God’s help, we will work to 

leave bad habits behind and form positive ones. Thank you in 

advance for living with my peculiarities. In time as I discover 

that some of your behaviors aren’t so quirky after all, I may like 

to emulate them, too. 

 

I do honor and support you; I don’t know if that will always 

show if I’m wrapped up in my own self-centeredness. Because 

of God’s forgiveness, please forgive me for those times. During 

moments when you won’t get support, understanding, or 

forgiveness from others, I’ll pray for the strength to be by your 

side supporting and forgiving you and affirming your worth. 

 

I do commit to being with you for better and for worse; I don’t 

see the “betters” as being a problem, but I also don’t have a 

clue as to how “worse” some situations will be. This earthly life 

can get ugly and surreal, but thank God for His undeserved 

forgiveness for you, me and all people. Thank God that He 

works to make a “better” out of a “worse” situation – even if we 

don’t recognize it.  

 

Through the hindsight lens, ignorance was certainly bliss, and 

I’m grateful that I didn’t have a way to see what was to come – 

both good and bad. We put our trust in God’s hands and see 

now how He was always in control especially during those 

times when we felt out of it. Now that we’ve reached this 

particular milestone, I don’t believe how quickly the years have 

passed. I do believe, however, that I’m ready for the next 35.  

 

Reprinted with permission from Better Health  



The gathering was so much fun.  I learned 

a lot.  I learned God is always with you no 

ma�er what happens.  He will always be 

there to help you.   

The mass events were so cool.  All 21,000 

kids all in one place.  We got to sing and 

dance, go to concerts, listen to many 

different speakers, and meet so many cool 

people. 

It was also fun to get to know each other 

be�er, ge%ng to talk about the sessions 

we went to and whether we agreed with 

them or not.  We now have lots of funny 

stories to laugh about. 

I am so glad I got to go to the Na'onal 

Youth Gathering, and I would like to thank 

everyone that donated and allowed us to 

go.  Thank you!       

Hannah HaggertyHannah HaggertyHannah HaggertyHannah Haggerty    

Thank you so much!Thank you so much!Thank you so much!Thank you so much!    

God works in so many ways. I learned that God can be 

anywhere. He has a plan for you, and he helps you through 

life. God is amazing, and he will always be here for you. I 

learned a lot at NYG, and I am thankful for the experience! 

GGGGrrrraaaacccceeee    SSSShhhheeeellllbbbbuuuurrrrnnnneeee    

The Na'onal Youth Gathering was so many things...amazing, 

overwhelming, exhilara'ng, exhaus'ng, and SO MUCH FUN!  But 

mostly for me it was a GIFT.   

Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.Thank you.    
Thank you for giving all of us this opportunity to enjoy ourselves, 

to worship alongside Lutherans from all of the world, and to 

grow in our faith as we learned about our incredible God—our 

God who is real, always present, and powerful beyond anything 

we can fathom!   

Gina TeepleGina TeepleGina TeepleGina Teeple    

I absolutely loved going to Na'onal Youth Gathering.  Like many others, I was 

touched by God in a lot of ways.  I personally felt that a lot of my ques'ons had 

been answered.  Thank you so much for sending us! 

Lauren TeepleLauren TeepleLauren TeepleLauren Teeple    



FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADEFEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADEFEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADEFEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE    

Did you know that within a 24 hour period… 

...your heart thumps around 100,000 times, pumping approximately 
2,000 gallons of blood? 

...your blood flows about 12,000 miles (roughly the distance from Paris 
to Auckland, New Zealand) through more than 60,000 miles of 
blood vessels? 

...you speak an average of 16,000 words, about one-sixth the number in 
a typical novel? 

...you can take between 17,280 and 23,040 breaths? 
Taken from the May 2014 Oprah Magazine 

Growing in God’s Word 
What we are learning in Sunday School this month: 

Sunday, September 8th — Gideon the Judge 
Israel was crushed under the military thumb of Midian. God 

chose an unlikely and unwilling man, Gideon, to raise an army 

and throw off Israel's oppressors. Gideon, unsure of himself and 

scared to take on God's task, asked God to show him signs that God really wanted him to take on 

the Midianites. God gave him a number of signs to assure him that he was the right man for the 

job and that God would be with him.  

Sunday, September 15th — Samson and Delilah 
Samson was one of Israel's judges—he helped to lead the country and defend against enemies. 

God gave him incredible physical strength to defeat the Philistine invasions. Unfortunately, he 

became entangled in bad romantic relationships, which compromised his ability to lead. He was 

captured by the Philistines when he gave up the secret of his strength. He died in a final act of 

vengeance toward the Philistines.  

Sunday, September 22nd — Ruth and Naomi 
Ruth’s story is one of faith and love. Yes, she fell in love with Boaz, which 

makes this book a lovely little romance; but the greatest love shown in this 

story is Ruth’s love for Naomi and the Lord. For Ruth, following Naomi to 

Israel was a leap of faith in the name of love. Because Ruth chose God, she 

was made part of the line of King David and, even more important, Jesus.   

God’s love for those who love him is amazing and unlimited.  

Sunday, September 22nd — Samuel 
Hannah wanted a child, and prayed that God would give her one. God answered her prayer and 

gave her Samuel. In thankfulness, she offered Samuel to serve the Lord in the temple. There, 

Samuel learned the lesson of listening and obeying God's voice. Samuel serves as an excellent 

example by which we can learn the importance of responding to God's voice in our lives. Hannah 

serves as an example of faithful prayer.  



More answers to frequently asked questions about Stephen Ministry.  
What do Stephen Ministers Do? Stephen Ministers are caring Christian friends who listen, understand, 
accept, and pray for and with care receivers who are working through a crisis or a tough time. 

Can I Trust a Stephen Minister? Trust is essential in a caring relationship and Stephen Ministers are 
people you can trust. Confidentiality is one of the mot important principles of Stephen Ministry and what a 
care receiver tells his or her Stephen Minister is kept in strictest confidence. 

Why the name “Stephen”? The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen who was the first lay person 

commissioned by the apostles to provide caring ministry to those in need as recorded in Acts 6. 

When did it All Start? Stephen Ministry has been around since 1975 when Kenneth Haugk, a pastor and 
clinical psychologist, began it to multiply the caregiving in his congregation in St. Louis, MO. This is our first 
year in this ministry and are one of more than 10,000 Stephen Ministry congregations from more than 150 
denominations. The organization behind this international ministry is headquartered in Missouri. 

How much Does It Cost? Stephen Ministry is a caregiving ministry available to our members and 

community free of charge. 

How Can Someone Become a Stephen Minister? Begin by talking to one of our Stephen Leaders 
or Stephen Ministers and they can tell you more. We have trained one class of 7 members of Peace who are 
all in caring relationships with care receivers and it won't be long before we begin a new class of men and 
women trainees. Stephen Ministers make a two-year commitment to train and serve. 

 
STEPHEN MINISTRY is a Christ-centered ministry that belongs to the people of Peace 
Lutheran Church. We have already seen the blessings that come through this ministry and 
continue to see what God can do through it. Every member of Peace is encouraged to 
support, turn to, or become involved with Stephen Ministry in whatever way they can. And to 

God be the Glory!   PEACE STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM 

New Stone Behind the Altar! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you no'ced the beau'ful new stonework behind 

the altar in the sanctuary? It is the first part of our 

beau'fica'on project that the Voters approved back in 

June. The next steps will be installing the new chandelier 

lights and the new flooring in the sanctuary, entryways, 

and Fellowship Hall. It is exci'ng to see how this is all 

coming together for God’s glory!  
 

We want to send a special thank you to Steve and Charla 

Cygan, who paid for the stonework! This amazing gi= was 

given to the glory of God in memory of Steve’s 

grandparents – Clarence and Lydia Diehl – and Charla’s 

mother – Jeane�e Malcomb – who made worship a 

priority for them as young children. Thank you, Steve and 

Charla, for this beau'ful memorial!  

 

 
Lake George Lutheran Chapel 

1540 W. 800 N  
(West Side Of Lake George  

at the MI Border) Fremont, IN 

Date: Friday, August 30, 2019 

Time: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Menu:  Fish, potato salad, coleslaw, rolls, 

dessert, drinks. 

Cost: Adults       $9.00 

 Children ages 6-12  $5.00 

 Children 5 and under Free 

Carry Outs Available. 

Proceeds will be for the  

Lake George Hannah Circle mission projects.  



If you would like to be a part of this 
ministry or have a special prayer 
request, please contact Sharon Aldrich, 
260-316-2535 (cell), or email 
brissysmom13@gmail.com.  

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
  

It's hard to believe what season we're in this year, isn't it ? Whether or not we find ourselves 

with summer temps or the “teasing” of cooler days appearing this month, THURSDAY 

MORNING BIBLE CLASS is gearing up for the 2019 BIBLE CLASS SEASON with a new 6 

week video & study series by Ken Davis entitled “FULLY ALIVE”. With his trademark humor 

and powerful stories, Ken Davis shares his own journey from lethargic resignation to a new life 

of adventure, spiritual renewal, and health. You'll laugh and be inspired 

to live in the power of Christ's resurrection. So mark your calendar NOW 

to join us each Thursday at 9:30am for an extra-ordinary time of study, 

growing, bonding and fellowship. Bring a spouse, a friend, a neighbor, 

someone you sit near on Sunday morning, why don't you...” and wider 

and wider our circle expands!”  

NOTE: Starting date is Thursday, September 12. 

 ring  and sing! 
First rehearsals are: 
Wednesday, September 11th 
6 PM — Handbells 7 PM — Adult Choir 

All voices are needed to sing.  
Handbell ringers are also needed.  

Please contact Megan Steel with any questions. 

260-668-0031 or mcksteele@yahoo.com 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, October 6 
LWML/WINGS Sunday    
 

Please Sign up in the narthex to 
serve as greeters, ushers, lectors or 
to participate in the women’s music 
ensemble.  Special breakfast and 

Bible study for congregation 
at 9:00 am.  Watch for 
details in the bulletin and 
October newsletter. 

WINGS OUTREACH  
for September —  
We are collecting Lunch 
box supplies for the 
Seminary in Fort Wayne: 
    Chips 
 Fruit roll-ups 

Pudding/Jello cups 
Crackers/Cheese 

Crackers/Peanut butter 

REMIND 

An Opportunity to receive  
Church communications 

TO SIGN UP FOR — Church text 
messages:  

• Send a text to the number 81010. 

•  In the message type “@peacefre”.  

• You will receive a text asking for 
your name.  

• Respond with your first and last 
name.  

You will be able to receive text 
messages from Pastor Teeple 
regarding information such as church 
closings due to weather, etc. 



Kingdom on Wheels 
 
“If you love what you do, you’re going to talk 
about it,” says Philadelphia Eagles quarterback 
Carson Wentz. “I love Jesus … so I’m going to 
talk about (him). But I’m not going to force 
“Christianity” down your throat either.” That’s 
why the pro athlete tries to show his faith by 
“how I live and what I’m about.” 
 
Wentz started the foundation AO1 (Audience 
of One) to make a tangible impact beyond the 
gridiron. With a local church, he sponsors Thy 
Kingdom Crumb, a food truck that offers free 
meals to people in the community. The motto 
painted on the mobile restaurant sums up the 
message Wentz wants to share with his 
neighbors: “It’s on us …’cause he loves you!” 

Do you have loved ones or friends living 
in residence or nursing communities in 
the Fort Wayne area? Did you know 
Lutheran Senior Care Ministry has 
chaplains that visit many of those 
residence homes each week, offering 
worship and pastoral care?  

To learn more about Lutheran Senior 
Care Ministry and how they can help your 
loved ones, please talk to Pastor or Gina 
who would be happy to share more!   



 

Another Year of  Fun!! 

Basketball and Cheerleading   
coming 

January — 2020 

Saturday — 5:00 PM (Contemporary) 
Sunday — 8:00 AM (Traditional) 
  9:15 AM Sunday School/Confirmation classes begin 

          9:30 AM Annual Business Meeting 
        10:30 AM (Note Fall time change) 
  ————————————————— 

 Next Memorial Day to Labor Day, we will return to our Summer 
 Schedule: Saturday 5:00 PM,  Sunday 8:00 & 10:00 AM. 

Peace Shoebox Packing Day 

November 3, 2019 


