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Dear Friends,
Every me I read that phrase “sﬀ-necked” in the Bible I think about my own aches and pains. Really close to
about 20 years ago I was having a lot of pain in my neck and back. One morning I woke up and I just could not
move.
I was basically just bending at the waist. So I decided to go see the chiropractor. The ﬁrst thing I had to do was
ﬁll out a medical history form, going even years back. I couldn’t think of much of anything of note. But I ﬁlled out
what I could remember. He began by reaching under my head and was feeling the way the bones and the muscles
were aligned. It was kind of nice, sort of like a li.le mini-massage. He was
talking with me a li.le bit, while he was working his way up to my neck. But
then, out of nowhere, he took my head in his hands and – crack! – he
cranked it around!
Now, I had never been to a chiropractor before. It scared the liver out of
me. I think I screamed “Whoah!” And he said, very calmly, “Well, this is
what we have to do – I was going to warn you, but some people tense up.”
“Well, I’m tense now!” He said, “Don’t worry, this will help.” And then he
cranked it around the other way. But, lo and behold, a4er a few hours, it
began to feel be.er.
The thing about sﬀ-neckedness is that it persists. You have to keep going back in order to stay on top of it. Lo
and behold, twenty years later, it came back again. It seems that a sﬀ-neck is a hard thing to get rid of.
In the Old Testament, the naons of Israel and Judah had a problem with sﬀ-necks – of the spiritual variety.
The prophets came with their words of warning, their word of law. “Repent – what you are doing is wrong, and it
will have consequences!” And the people responded with apathy: “Everything is ﬁne, life is ﬁne. There’s nothing to
worry about. Life isn’t THAT bad.”
And a4er years and years of hearing the prophets warning, nothing changed. And a4er years and years of
disregarding the law of God their sﬀ-neckedness became worse and worse and worse. To the point where God is
pleading with the people! “People, please! I’m giving you symptoms so that you realize what is happening! I’m
giving you symptoms so that you see the decisions you’ve made have generaonal consequences.”
If you read Isaiah chapters 7-11, you will see what a spiritual sﬀ-neck looks like. The historical se?ng is called
the Syro-Ephraimic war. What was happening at the me was the pagan Assyrian kingdom in the east was starng
to circle around the north – along the Ferle Crescent – and they were heading towards the kingdom of Israel. Now
Hoshea, the last king of Israel, was a vassal king, which meant he really had no power. He was taxing the people to
pay oﬀ the Assyrians so that they would not invade the land. These are symptoms of a sﬀ-neck: no trust in God to
provide protecon!
The land of Israel was experiencing symptoms related to their sﬀ-neck so they took ma.ers into their own
hands (not a good idea). The people of Israel combined forces with another naon in order to ﬁght oﬀ the wouldbe invaders. And they failed miserably. They lost the war and the Assyrians came in and devastated the land. In at
least two waves, more than 50,000 people were exiled from their homes. That war was a consequence of turning
from God.
But what was the real problem? They had forgo.en God and had begun to disregard him. How? Beginning with
Asherah poles. If you were a (false god) Baal worshiper, you would sheer all the limbs oﬀ of the tree and you would
sink it deep into the ground in order to wake up the gods so your crops would grow. That Asherah pole would serve
as a mark so that when it came me for needing something, everyone would look to the Asherah pole. They would
gravitate towards it for worshiping and bowing down. This is not the True God. They had disregarded God’s Word.
They had forgo.en the covenant and had begun to worship wood.
Through the prophets, God came on the scene and says, “I gave you so many warnings! 400 years ago, in the book
of Deuteronomy. All the way back then, God said, “Don’t do this! Because if you do, an enemy will come in
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GREETERS, USHERS & LECTORS:
Are needed for all services.
Please sign up at the Information Desk.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part
of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact our head Deacon.
If you do find a replacement, please notify the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
10/6
10/13
Boston Baas
10/20
10/27

10:30 AM
Mya Ball
Dane Lantz
Cameron McGee
Abigale McNamara

ALTAR GUILD: (Openings to serve October-December)
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and you will lose everything! Don’t do it!” But the sﬀ-neck wouldn’t let them turn back to God and they were
suﬀering the consequences. And then God says, “And yet, there is sll hope…but not for a while.”
This is where He begins to talk in the book of Isaiah, chapter 11 about the “shoot that will come up from the
stump of Jesse.” To understand the impact of that prophecy, you need to keep in mind the Asherah poles. The
Asherah poles were wood that doesn’t grow – in fact, the more you leave them up, the more they will decay. And
God says, “Watch this! I am the God of the living. If you want a symbol, look at this. I will send a Messiah and all this
decay you see around you will go away. And in Him you will ﬁnd redempon. Asherah poles will not save you; the
Messiah will save you.” But for the me being, they waited and they suﬀered the consequences of their decisions
and their way of life.
So how does this apply? It begins in our communies and families and homes. We are individuals; but we are
also groups of people – marriages, families, neighborhoods and communies. We don’t simply live independent
lives.
We repent as individuals, yes, but how are we as a community or as families repenng? Because from a
Scriptural point of view, this is very important. Discernment is the ability to look at the ny day-to-day decisions and
see them in their logical conclusion, further down the road. How are the decisions that
we are making as groups of people built on our past? How are the decisions that we are
making as groups of people aﬀecng our future?
This is why every week we have confession and absoluon during our me of
worship. As a group of God’s people, we start over again. We are adjusted by God’s Holy
Spirit, who daily and richly forgives us our sins. He provides us something uncomfortable
in order to heal us. If that me of forgiveness ever goes away, spiritual lives will falter.
And a once a year crack isn’t enough!
Each and every week and each and every day, we return to the true and living God.
We receive forgiveness – AND we extend forgiveness. We look to the cross, because that
is where you will ﬁnd life and relief from a spiritual sﬀ-neck!
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Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992”

Wee Creations is so grateful to the members of Peace for the love and support you have shown
us! Most recently, voters again approved significant financial support of Wee Creations for the
2020 budget. During that meeting, several great questions came up relative to the Wee
Creations budget. We wanted to use this month’s newsletter to explain where that money is
going.
Wee Creations has come a long way since its simple beginnings. In the early 1990’s the leaders
of our church began discussing the idea of creating a preschool. The first class had 4 or 5 kids,
all members of Peace, with a budget of about $4000, and one staff member. Fast forward to
today, our 28th school year. We have 5 classrooms serving about 80 children, 60% of whom
have no church home, with a budget of $390,000, and 20 staff members.
God has truly blessed this ministry!!
In light of these blessings in growth, the Board of Directors voted two years ago to give
additional funding to Wee Creations. At the time, we were experiencing a great deal of staff
turnover and had been for over a year and a half. After much discussion with our employees, we
realized our hourly rate (starting at $7.90 an hour) was not competitive. Simply put: people
were leaving for higher paying positions. This staffing shortage threatened Wee Creations’
viability and the ability to provide quality Christ-centered education to our children.
In response to this, the Peace Board of Directors approved funding to immediately raise the
hourly wages. Staff retention has been drastically better ever since.
Where did this money come from? Peace gives a portion of its annual budget to mission
outreach. Historically, most of those funds have gone to outside organizations. The Board voted
to reallocate these funds to support Wee Creations as a mission outreach of Peace Lutheran
Church, rather than sending it elsewhere. The 2019 and 2020 Budgets approved by the
congregation included $30,000 and $35,000, respectively, of mission outreach money allocated
to Wee Creations to help with staff salaries.
Tuition alone doesn't generate enough revenue to cover the Wee Creations budget. Some have
asked why we don’t just raise tuition. Wee Creations has to keep our tuition rates competitive
with the other facilities in Steuben County; because we are a Level 3 Paths to Quality provider,
we are already one of the most expensive preschool/daycare programs in the area. We also
have to consider our parents and how much they can afford. For example, parents with an
Infant attending our program full-time already pays $7,650 per child, per year to attend Wee
Creations.
Wee Creations was started to serve the families of our congregation. Now we serve mostly
unchurched families from our community. Every day we strive to provide a top-notch education
program for our children; but we are so much more than that! We are a ministry and we have a
mission to fulfill God’s Great Commission. With your help, we will continue doing exactly that
for the next 28 years!
Come and visit us anytime!! Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to our families of
Wee Creations, and thank you again for your continued support!
Servants of Christ, Sara Miller & Staff

LWML/WINGS OCTOBER NEWS — Women IN God’s Service
Meet your WINGS leaders for 2019-2020:
WINGS Coordinator
Judy Scharpenberg 260-248-1166
LWML Connection
Sharon Aldrich
260-316-2535
Devotions
Jenni Sorg
765-637-8243
Treasurer
Carol Gepfert
260-668-1956
Care of the Altar
Carol Gepfert
260-668-1956
Sewing/Crafts
Alice Phillips
517-774-0071
Knitting
Eunice Hoover
260-665-1193
Coffee Hour
Donna Lagemann
260-740-1128
Coffee Hour
Sandy Heilman
260-432-8403
Director/Family Life
Deac. Gina Teeple
260-495-4306

kjscharp@mchsi.com
brissysmom13@gmail.com
jsorg8@gmail.com
sewnsaw@dmcibb.net
sewnsaw@dmcibb.net
dpcoldwater@charter.net
eunicehoov@aol.com
ldlagemann@gmail.com
sheilman43@yahoo.com
GTeeple@plcms.org

LWML / WINGS SUNDAY - OCTOBER 6, 8:00am and 10:30am
Women of Peace serve in the worship services
Special Continental Breakfast and Bible Study for the Congregation at 9:15am

GIVE ALL THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD! … 2019-2021 Mission Grants
Mission Grant updates are frequently posted at lwml.org
Water and the Word for Rural Schools in Kenya (Evangelical Lutheran Church, Kenya)
Teach Me Too – Preschoolers with Learning Needs (Lutheran Special Education Ministries)
Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in Africa (Lutheran Hour Ministries)
God’s Grace for This Generation (LAMP Ministry, Inc.)
God’s Word Changes Everything (Lutheran Bible Translators)
Mobile Medical Mercy Mission Bus (Lutheran Church of Guatemala and Child Beyond International)

$80,000
$100.000
$100,000
$100,000
$95,000
$100,000

Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families (Camp Restore Detroit)
Lights for Christ Scholarships (Divine Savior Lutheran Church, Zacapa, Guatemala)
Wind River Indian Reservation Transportation (Wind River Lutheran Mission)
Ministry in Motion (Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Alabama)
Touching the Living Word (Lutheran Braille Workers)
Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia (Mission Central)
Digital Media Development (Lutherans for Life)
Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln (University Lutheran Chapel, Lincoln, Nebraska)
Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local Church Workers (Mission Training Center, Africa)
Preparing Leaders for Tomorrow (LCMS School Ministries)
Christ for You, Anytime, Anywhere (KFUO Radio)
Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction (Office of International Mission)
Making Jesus Known in the US Ethnic Communities (Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri)
Music Outreach, Classes and Resources on the Border (Ysleta Luth. Mission Human Care, El Paso, TX
LCMS Deaconess Ministry (LCMS Office of International Mission)

$100,000
$95,000
$40,000
$58,000
$100,000
$100,000
$30,000
$50,000
$62,650
$80,000
$60,000
$50,000
$100,000
$98,400
$39,523

LWML Fall Conference for the
Kendallville Zone
Saturday, October 26, 2019

at
Prince of Peace, Stroh, Indiana
8:30 AM—1:00 PM
Contact Sharon Aldrich
for more details or to carpool.
Lunch is included.

WINGS OUTREACH
The following supplies
are being collected for the
Seminary in Fort Wayne
during October:
Boxed dinners
Hamburger Helper
Tuna Helper
Mac & Cheese

————————————————

WANT ED!
Coordinators are being sought for
two events … a November project
for our Peace military … and an
April/May craft workshop.
Contact Judy Scharpenberg if you
are interested and willing!

Peace Youth &
Family News
Trunk or Treat
Peace will be sponsoring
Trunk or Treat
Thursday, October 31
from 5:00-7 PM.

Youth and Family Calendar

Church members will park their
vehicles with their trunks open
ready for trick or treaters. Bonus
points to anyone who dresses up
and decorates their trunk.

Pre-K to Grade 1 – Creation Room
Grade 2 to Grade 4– Creation Room
Grade 5 to Grade 6 – Last room on the left
Confirmation — Spalding Room
High School — Last room on the right

Peace will provide
community members a gift bag
and will have extra candy in case
you run out.
Sign up on the Peace
Facebook page or at the
information desk.
A minimum of 10 people
will need to sign up

for the event to take place.

Sunday School
weekly at 9:15am

October 6 –

shopping for OCC/Movie
(for High School Teens)

with Amber
11:30am (Lunch provided!)
October 9 -

8 week Bible Study
(for High School Teens)

Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm
October 20 -

Rake ‘N Run
(for all ages & families)

5:00pm
October 31- Trunk or Treat
in the church parking lot
Youth-come early to decorate the bus!

5:00-7pm

Help and hope as you navigate

“When someone is going

Surviving the Holidays
Wondering how you will survive the weeks
surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are
you dreading these holidays, knowing that
everything has changed and that happy
memories from past years can’t be recreated?
Our Surviving the Holidays seminar is a onesession meeting, open to anyone in our
community, but especially for people who are
grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll learn:
• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll
face during the holidays
• What to do about traditions and other
coming changes
• Helpful tips for surviving social events
• How to discover hope for your future

Friday October 18, 1-3:00 pm
and
Tuesday October 22, 6-7:30 pm

through a storm,
your silent presence
is more powerful
than a million empty words.”
— Thema Davis

REMIND
An Opportunity to receive
Church communications
TO SIGN UP FOR — Church text messages:
•Send
•

a text to the number 81010.

In the message type “@peacefrem”.

•You

will receive a text asking for your
name.

•Respond

with your first and last name.

You will be able to receive text messages
from Pastor Teeple regarding information
such as church closings due to weather, etc.
If you would like additional information,
please contact Steve & Charla Cygan.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE! You may not make a hole like a meteor does when it strikes the
earth. You may not give a speech that people will be quoting for years to come.
You may not perform some great feat that makes the TV evening news. But you
CAN make an impact by answering God's call to serve. Our Stephen Ministers
have an impact on people's lives at times when they really need someone to
care. The need is current and we need more men and women willing to heed
God's call to answer these needs as trained Stephen Ministers. If you have
this desire but were unable to participate in our first training series, please
speak with one of our Stephen Leaders who can answer your questions. If you simply feel a
“tug” on your heart and need some information and encouragement towards service as a
Stephen Minister, please do speak with one of our Leaders. Is God calling you to take a more
active role in Christian care-giving? Then STEPHEN MINISTRY may be just what you're
looking for! We plan to begin a new training class before the end of 2019, so don't delay.

by Gina Teeple

Tech Talk

The Superbook App
If you are looking for a great Bible story app for your child or grandchild, look no
further! The Superbook App, produced by The Chrisan Broadcasng Network,
oﬀers a wide variety of bible-based interacve acvies and videos. This app is
really AWESOME! Here is a li.le bit of what you can expect:

Games to reinforce biblical
learning!

Videos and interacve content
embedded within the Bible!

Informaon about biblical
characters, places, and arfacts!

Emmy-nominated videos!
Daily challenges and the ability
to personalize things!

Growing in God’s Word
What we are learning in Sunday School this month:
Sunday, October 6th — King Saul
Israel demanded a king, and God gave them one. Samuel searched for Saul, brought him before the people,
and anointed him as Israel's ﬁrst king. Somemes the things we want aren’t the best things for us. If God
gave us these things, it would cause us trouble in some way. Unfortunately, this turned out to be the case
with King Saul.

Sunday, October 13th — Jonathan and His Armor Bearer
Saul’s son, Jonathan, trusted God and put total conﬁdence in Him. Even though the Philisnes had the
advantage of being on higher ground, had thousands more ﬁghng men, and had superior weaponry,
Jonathan refused to focus on these obvious factors. Instead, he placed his conﬁdence in the promise and
power of God, and the Lord delivered the Israelites.

Sunday, October 20th—No Sunday School (Fall Break)!
Sunday, October 27th—No Sunday School (Fall Break)!

Did you realize . . .
With electronic banking it is possible
to pay anyone who has an address?
... including Peace Lutheran Church!
For your convenience, you may make
contributions using the online
banking feature
through your bank.
A check will be
automatically sent
to the church.
Thank you.
Wednesday, October 23, 2019
1:00-5:00 pm
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS
or go to redcrossblood.org, sponsor code “peaceluth”
to schedule your blood donation appointment.

Operation Christmas Child
It is time to begin filling our shoe-boxes to participate in giving boys and girls around the
world a chance to learn about God’s greatest gift, His Son, Jesus.
We are hoping everyone can help this mission work in some manner.
Gift ideas: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, pens, pencils,
crayons, writing pads, solar calculators, toothbrush, small soaps, comb, wash cloth, sunglasses,
flashlights with extra batteries, ball caps, socks, t-shirts, toy jewelry, hair clips, watches …
Items to avoid: used items, war-related toys, guns, knives, etc. perishable food items, liquids
(shampoo, bubble bath, lotion), medicine (vitamins, cough drops), anything breakable.
Please– NO Toothpaste, Gum or Candy
Shipping cost: $9.00/box

Please leave all donations in the Fellowship Hall by Sunday, November 3rd.
For more information, contact Donna Biddle (833-9003).
Peace Lutheran will again be a regional drop-off site
beginning November 11th. Volunteers are needed.

