
Dear friends,  

“The Lord is my shepherd.” The 23rd psalm has been memorized for centuries – Jews and Christians, 
even people who don’t claim a faith have memorized it and look to it for comfort and strength! And we 
can think of this psalm as a prayer: 

You, Lord, are my shepherd. You take very good care of me. You make me to lie down in green 
pastures – pastures that are abundant for food. You lead me beside still waters that are filled with your 
spirit. You restore my soul. You lead me in the paths of right relationships with you, and family, and 
friends. Even though I walk through valleys of darkness and death, I will not be afraid because you, O 
Lord, are with me. Your word strengthens me. You prepare for me a table, even in the presence of people 
who do not like me, people who I consider to be my enemies. You treat me like royalty and my proverbial 
cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life here on earth. And one 
day I will dwell in your house forever. 

These are words we could recite every day of our lives. And if we did, they are words that would 
mold and shape us in our Christian life and faith and walk. But, let’s think briefly about the man who 
wrote this famous prayer. We’re talking about a shepherd-king. A man by the name of David. And more 
specifically, let’s talk about young David and the giant named Goliath. The story is in 1 Kings 17. 

Maybe you learned this story in your childhood. Or maybe you have heard simply the names David 
and Goliath. Either way, this is a story of great faith and great strength. But it doesn’t start off that way. 
Actually it starts off in weakness.  

The Israelites were in battle with the people called the Philistines. The Philistines had copper, iron, 
chariots, horses and were technologically advanced – especially compared to the Israelites. And while the 
Philistines had iron and copper, chariots and horses, the Israelites had none of these. In fact, they had to 
go to the Philistines to buy iron-tipped ploughs. And when the ploughs needed sharpening, they had to 
go back to the Philistines. The Israelites were very primitive and weak compared to the Philistines. And in 
the battles between these two people groups, it was a (technological) mismatch.  

Now on top of all that, the Philistines had a tall, muscular warrior by the name of Goliath. The Bible 
says that he was nine feet tall – an enormously large man! And on the giant was a bronze helmet that was 
wrapped around his head. He wore a coat made of bronze that weighed over 100 pounds! Goliath wore 
bronze to protect even his lower legs. He had a javelin slung over his back – the spear as thick as a 
baseball bat. And the tip of the javelin was made of iron. It was 15 pounds! And in front of Goliath was 
another man, his shield-bearer! Goliath the epitome of evil, gigantic monster! He would shout at the 
Israelites, “I challenge any one of you to fight!” The Bible says that King Saul and the 
Israelites were “very afraid” of Goliath – perhaps an understatement.  

Now, distant from the army of Israel, back with the sheep was young David. 
David was a special guy: handsome, ruddy, sparkling eyes. And David had proven 
himself to be a person of courage. David’s three older brothers had gone off to war 
to fight, and the father sent David with bread and food to his brothers at the front. 
The Bible is very specific in its colorful details: Young David went to the front to see 
what was going on, and when young David arrived he sees Goliath taunting the 
Hebrews people. 40 days and 40 nights, the monster had been taunting – and they 
were all afraid. The boy David comes to his brothers and asks, “How long has this 
been happening?” The brothers tell him 40 days. Young David asks, “What’s the 
reward for killing this guy? Surely there’s a reward.” The brothers answer that the 
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GREETERS, USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign up at the Information Desk. Contact our Deacons with any questions. 

    
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 

ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10 AM     
8/4              Oliver Koch 
8/11           Brady Baas               Dane Lantz 
8/18                      Abigale McNamara 
8/25        Lauren Teeple              Ethan Miller 
 

ALTAR GUILD:  Bonnie Handlin, Bonnie Schlegel  

 
If you would like to be a part of this ministry 
or have a special prayer request, for email 
please contact Sharon Aldrich, 260-316-2535 
(cell), or email brissysmom13@gmail.com.  

PEACE NEWSLETTER is available: 

• online at plcms.org  

• or you may pick up a paper copy     
in the Narthex.   

The birthday/anniversary page is not online 
and will be placed in your church mailbox.  

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
  
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
Pastor Jeff PastorT@plcms.org 
Amber Amber@plcms.org 
Gina GTeeple@plcms.org 
Jodie JChurch@plcms.org 
Sara Director@weecreations.org 

ADULT INFORMATION CLASSES 

Anyone interested in learning about the 
teachings of the Lutheran Church               
(or even for a review) is welcome to attend 
informational classes.  

They will meet on Mondays at 6:30 PM, 
beginning September 16th for 6 weeks.   

Please contact Pastor Teeple 
        or the church office.       
                            



person who kills Goliath will become rich, not have 
to pay taxes, and get to marry the king’s daughter. 
The boy David thinks that sounds good.  

Rumors start to spread about this young boy and 
his zeal. They spread all the way to the king. So 
David was brought before King Saul who says, 
“You’re only a boy!” David replies, “I am only a boy, 
but you see I’ve killed lions, bears, cougars. It doesn’t 
matter how big the other person or animal is, because 
the Spirit of God is with me! And the same God who 
delivered me from the jaws of the wild animals will 
deliver me from the giant named Goliath.” As you 
can imagine the king is impressed with the boy’s 
speech and bravado. So he gathers for young David 
all the armor and weapons – helmet of bronze, the 
king’s sword, and David begins to stumble around. It 
probably looked like comedy. David says, “This 
won’t do.” And he throws it all off. Instead, young 
David gets his sling – the same one he grew up with, 
the one he had used so many times before. He picked 
up five smooth stones and put them in his pocket. 
And then young David walked out to the battlefield. 

Goliath strolled out and saw David, saying 
“They’ve sent only a 
young boy to fight me!” 
David replied, “Be 
careful! Be very careful! 
You’ve been taunting 
God and his armies. 
The same God who 
delivered me before, 
will deliver me from 
you!” David – the 
young boy – and 
Goliath – the giant – 
move towards each 
other on the battlefield. 
David reaches in a pulls 
out the first of his 
stones and slung it right 

towards the giant. That stone knocked that giant 
down, and killed him! 

This story has become symbolic of the underdog, 
the little guy winning over the giant. It has become a 
symbol of the destruction of evil.  

These Bible stories become so engrained and 
entrenched in our minds that they almost seem 
typical, usual, and customary. The words of Psalm 23 
are so familiar, we don’t hear them anymore. We hear 
this in our childhood, and adulthood – at times of joy 
and crisis. We hear them so often that the idea of a 
boy who was a shepherd who becomes king is 
commonplace.  

But it isn’t!  
It isn’t!  
It is downright absurd that a young boy would 

be able to kill a giant, a shepherd becoming a king. 
(And then, hundreds of years later, it is absurd that a 
carpenter becomes our Lord. Not David, but Jesus!) 

Now think about this: shepherding was 
considered a lowly task. So low that Jesse the father 
sent his youngest son to do the work. Certainly 
wasn’t a job for the first-born or older sons – no, they 
would be on hand if big work came up, like when the 
prophet comes looking for the next king. But the boy 
is out doing the dirty work – even the father didn’t 
have much regard.  

Now, it wasn’t a BAD job, it was important to 
care for the sheep and the property. But the point is 
this: whether or not they’re important, we wouldn’t 
expect someone in that position to become king! It is 
absurd! But God begs to differ.  

The shepherd-king becomes not only the greatest 
king that God raised up in the Old Testament, but he 
is the type of king God presents himself as. And what 
sort of a king is that? Look at David!  

You know because of the 23rd Psalm. The 
shepherd-king makes us lie down in GREEN 
pastures, who bids us drink from cool waters, who 
refreshed the spirit of the people – not taxes them. A 
shepherd-king knows how to protect and fight and 
guard to keep us safe. Knows where to take us to find 
all we need. The shepherd-king comforts us with 
protection – all the tools needed to keep the flock 
safe. A shepherd-king leads us – not from behind 
where the butcher stands – but leads us out front 
through the valleys, going first. The shepherd-king 
sets a sumptuous table with generosity and costly 
gifts – goodness and mercy. 

David becomes a prototype of the read Shepherd
-King: Jesus!  

But it would be a mistake to think that this 
Shepherd-King were some sort of push-over. No! 
Never lose sight of the fact that this king is always in 
control. Looks can be 
deceiving. Never seek to 
take power from his 
steadfast hand. This 
Shepherd-King is in charge, 
just ask the giants he has 
killed. Even the sheep can 
recognize power.  

The Lord is my shepherd 
– and THAT IS A 
POWERFUL THING! 



 

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 

Preschool & Daycare at Peace Lutheran Church 

Sara Miller, Director 

Sara has been our Director since May 2008. She 

has an Elementary Education degree from Tri-

State (Trine) University. Before taking time off to 

raise children, she taught for MSD of Steuben 

County. Sara’s marriage to Scott has been blessed 

with three children: Victoria, Ethan, & Andrew (all 

Wee Creations graduates). Sara enjoys interacting 

with all of our children and families.  
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Lisa Matthews,  

Infant Room Lead Teacher 
 
Lisa has been a valued member of our staff since 

October of 2010. She loves to give all of our babies 

extra cuddles and help make sure they get the 

best start possible.  At home she enjoys raising  27 

chickens, barn cats, and tending a large garden. 

She especially enjoys watching the hummingbirds 

buzz around her feeders.  

Holly Essman 

Infant Room Assistant Teacher 
 
Holly was a valued member of our staff for three 

years, left for a short time and then returned to us 

in December of 2018. Holly is enjoying life as a 

newlywed. She really enjoys the pace of the infant 

room and the unconditional love the babies freely 

share. Baby snuggles are the best.  



 
It is not too early to begin planning your FALL schedule! 

               Thursday Morning Bible Class resumes 

September 5, 2019 

9:30 AM 
Watch the bulletin for details, but mark your calendar TODAY!! 

GriefShare —  will be offered beginning September 9, 2019 
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If you’ve lost a 

spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably found there are not many people 
who understand the deep hurt you feel. 

This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated 
and have many questions about things you’ve never faced 
before. 

One person said “Going to GriefShare feels like having 
warm arms wrapped around you when you’re shivering.” 

What is it? 
GriefShare groups meet weekly to help you face these 

challenges and move toward rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three distinct 
elements: Video Seminars with Experts; Support Group Discussion with Focus; and Personal 
Study and Reflection.  

Who should come … who should not 
GriefShare is for people grieving the death of a family member or friend.                

We understand that there are other losses in life that create feelings of grief. You might be 
experiencing a job loss, a divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of friends because 
of a move. This grief is real, but it is not the kind of grief discussed in GriefShare sessions. 
This is specifically for people who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  

When to join a GriefShare group 
You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. Each is “self

-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find encouragement and 
help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with GriefShare through the next 13-
week cycle and view any of the videos you have not seen. 

Our sessions will begin Monday, September 9, at 6:30 pm and will meet each Monday 
for 13 weeks. Steve and Charla Cygan serve as our host couple. If you have any questions, 
please talk to the Cygans or to Pastor for more information.  

May God bless you in your journey! 



 

WINGS News & Notes 

Did you know … EVERY woman at Peace is a part of an important ministry, a 
ministry to each other and a ministry to all the people of Peace, even to our 
community. That ministry is called WINGS (Women IN God’s Service). This 
MINISTRY is about finding ways to grow as Christian women and about offering a 
variety of opportunities to serve and be served. We are so blessed to have 
Deaconess Gina involved and willing to help with the details of this ministry. 
 

Some of the areas included in WINGS are: 
 … Preparation of the altar area for our Worship services 
 … Sewing quilts and other items for those in need 
 … Collecting supplies for the Seminary in Ft. Wayne, Turning Point of       
                          Steuben County and the Compassion Pregnancy Center of Angola 
 … Planning fellowship events, even road-trips 
   … Offering retreats and workshops for personal and spiritual growth 
  … Supplying coffee and snacks for the Sunday morning Fellowship Hour 
 … Inviting women to regional/national events of the Lutheran Women’s  
                            Missionary League 
 … Helping with special worship services and congregational events 
 
WINGS calendar for 2019– 2020 (italics indicate a tentative event that needs a coordinator) 
  
 Saturday, September 14     Arts and Crafts Show at Cornwell’s Turkeyville, Marshall, MI  

 Sunday, October 6      LWML/WINGS Worship Services  
 Saturday, November 9      Veteran’s Day event (make cards/gifts for our military families) 

 Thursday, Dec. 12      WINGS Christmas Party at Sutton’s Reception Rm. 
  Month of January      Cup-and-a-Prayer 
  Thursday, March 19       Spa Event for women (special separate program for children)  
  Saturday, May 14       Crafts Workshop  

 

Those events that are in italics need a coordinator in order for that event 
to take place. If you are interested, please contact Gina or Judy.   

 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2020 

Women’s Retreat 

 

WINGS OUTREACH —  
School items are being collected for 
Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne 
during the month of August:   
 Pencils Scissors 
 Pens  Paper 
 Crayons Notebooks 
 Markers Erasers 

WINGS COORDINATORS 
 

Gina Teeple (260-495-4306, ext. 303) 
Judy Scharpenberg (260-248-1166) 

LWML—Sharon Aldrich (260-316-2535) 
Treasurer—Carol Gepfert (260-668-1956) 

Sewing and Crafts—Alice Phillips (517-774-0071) 
 

We’re always interested in your ideas!  
Give any one a call. 



A frequently asked question among Peace members is to please explain how the 
REFERRAL PROCESS works for a member or friend of mine whom I think would 
benefit by participating in this one-on-one caring ministry....and how do I 
proceed if I, myself, am struggling with a life issue and am thinking about having 
a STEPHEN MINISTER for myself. 

First of all, let's do a little review of what a REFERRAL is so we are all “on the 
same page”. Making referrals in Stephen Ministry is the process of putting care receivers and 
Stephen Ministers together in caring relationships. Referrals include identifying potential care 
receivers, preparing them to receive care from a Stephen Minister and then matching them with 
the best available Stephen Minister.  

Involving the entire congregation in identifying care receivers is KEY! Your STEPHEN LEADERS, 
including Pastor Teeple, identify potential care receivers as much as they can, but sometimes a 
person is reluctant to speak to us initially. Yet they may 
share their problem with a friend. When this happens, it 
is the perfect time to speak to them about STEPHEN 
MINISTRY and encourage them to take advantage of this 
healing ministry. If your friend or family member agrees, 
get permission from him/her to contact one of us, and we 
will take it from there by calling the potential care 
receiver & setting up, in a timely fashion, an appt. to 
meet with him/her. At that time we will gather more 
information, ALWAYS in confidence, pray with & for them 
and then prayerfully assign a STEPHEN MINISTER to walk 
beside this person as he/she seeks answers to whichever 
life issue they are struggling with. 

If YOU are the person seeking such a caring relationship 
with a STEPHEN MINISTER, simply call a LEADER and 
we will set up a time to sit down with you as you share 
your particular need & then prayerfully identify a 
STEPHEN MINISTER meant for you!. Remember, from 
the first contact, everything shared remains completely 
confidential. We promise to honor that commitment 
because it is part of the basic foundation for a successful 
 caring relationship.  

Don't wait. Direct any remaining questions to 
one of us, anytime. Identify a loved one who 
is struggling with an issue like job loss, 
illness, death, marriage concerns, concerns 
for children and so much more. And if you 
can see that you yourself are in need of 
care, make that call. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY TEAM   
Pastor Jeff Teeple, Rick Kirkton, Ellen Luepke 



Back to School Tips  

for Parents  

and Grandparents 
♦ Put a note in your child’s lunch or 

backpack each day of encouragement 
and Christian love. Smaller children 
place a picture that could do the 
same. 

♦ Get a list of your child’s teachers and 
pray for them. Find ways to show 
them your support. 

♦ Have regular family meetings to 
discuss what can be done to make 
school an adventure or the morning 
routine better, or lunches better. Talk 
about the comments you’ve heard 
over the weeks. 

♦ Plan an after school activity every 
few weeks. Miniature golf, a movie, a 
picnic. There are a million ideas in 
your head, bring them out. 

Calling All 

SHOEBOX  
ENTHUSIASTS! 
 

IT IS TIME —  
for  

Back to School sales 
 

Why not take 
advantage of those 
sales to buy early 
for the Operation 
Christmas Child 
Shoebox project?  

Peace 
Lutheran was a 2018 Relay Center and shipped over 1001 

shoeboxes! 

“Garden of Peace:    

 The Growing Place” 
 

Thank you 

...to all who 

continue to support 

the preparation, 

care, and mission of 

our community 

garden! 

In going through my mother’s things I 
found many cards from members of 
Peace Lutheran Church. Thank you for 
your kindness to both of my parents, 
Howard and Bonnie Pierce, especially 
when they were living at Lutheran Life 
Villages these past four years. 
  In appreciation, 
  Judy Hostetler & family 

Simple Symbiosis 
Christians are like the 
several flowers in a garden, 
that have each of them the 
dew of heaven, which, being 
shaken with the wind, they 
let fall at each other’s roots, 
where-by they are jointly 
nourished, and become 
nourishers of each other. 

— John Bunyan 


