June Newsle er, 2019
Dear friends,
As we journey through Scripture, we might start with
the Patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. But we can
con nue on, all the way into the development of the
na on of Israel: held in bondage for 400 years in Egypt,
freed by God’s grace and help, crossed the Red Sea and
formed into a na on by God at Mt. Sinai with Moses at
the helm. And then they are tested – the promise is tested
with the 12 spies; the people elect not to trust God. And
so begins the cycle of stories that keeps repea ng.
The na on won’t trust God. The na on simply won’t
trust God. So they wander in the desert for 40 years. They
enter the Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua.
God con nues to take care of all their needs. It’s all
squared away when the people say, “Now give us a REAL
king!” – as if God wasn’t enough for them. “Give us a REAL
king, then we’ll be strong!” God replies, “Don’t abandon
me. Don’t do it! There will be severe consequences!” But
they do – they abandon God.
And so begins the cycle of events where the people
don’t trust God. The kingdom splits a6er just three kings –
Saul, David and Solomon. And then things go really bad!
The Northern Kingdom falls to the Assyrians in 722 BC.
They are bloodthirsty tyrants who take the people into
exile. 150 years later, the Southern Kingdom falls to the
Babylonians. They are taken into exile. And the people
say, “God, you were serious!? We’ve messed up!”
In mercy, God gives them release from exile. And in
three waves of people they come back home. The ﬁrst
was with Zerubbabel, with 50,000 people. The second was
with Ezra, the priest. (The same man who wrote the Bible
book of Ezra.) The third wave is under Nehemiah.
So, who is Nehemiah? He is the cupbearer of the king.
But what is a cupbearer? It is a rather straighDorward
profession. Think about it this way: the king might have
enemies; the king just might have enemies who want to
get rid of the king; they might try to poison the king. So
the king appoints one person to be the cupbearer to the
king. And the job of the cupbearer? He gets to taste the
wine ﬁrst. This is a trusted posi on! This is the right-hand
man; not in policy and administra on. But in the most
important area: guarding the life of the king!
Nehemiah is the cupbearer. Nehemiah does his job
well. He never shows a bad day to the king. He didn’t want
to aﬀect the king in any way; he took his job so seriously
he didn’t want to even hurt the king’s feelings! That is,
un l Nehemiah hears what is happening back in

Jerusalem. Things are falling apart – literally. The walls
that go around the city – those meandering circle around
the square miles of the city – are falling apart; the gates
are burned down. And the people are heart-broken
because they have nothing!
Nehemiah is distraught. And what’s the ﬁrst thing he
does? Look in Nehemiah 1:5-11. He PRAYS! “When I heard
these things…I wept, fasted and prayed: ‘Lord God we
have failed you! I confess our sin! You are God and we
return to you as a na on.’” He returns to his work but is
crest-fallen.
“What’s going on? What is it you want?” the king asks.
And Nehemiah prays again, even before he opens his
mouth to answer. (Neh. 2:4) Then he speaks to the king.
And the king allows him to go back.
When he returns to Jerusalem, he examines the wall at
night and he sees how badly things are going. So he makes
plans to rebuild the wall. Things get worse when his
enemies ﬁnd out that he is trying to rebuild the wall. He
has to do is equip the people who are building to be the
standing army. Treacherous mes! And under Nehemiah’s
leadership, in just under 60 days, the wall is rebuilt – all to
the glory of GOD!
So let’s ask the ques on: how do we understand this
story in our own lives?
For each of us, it will look
a liMle diﬀerently. For
Nehemiah, God’s call on his
life meant leaving a
comfortable, high posi on,
with clear responsibili es.
Nehemiah let go and put his
life in danger for a project
that was complicated. He is
in danger. He leads the
people back to God. And he
does it all under the banner
of prayer.
In each of our lives we will
be called on by God to follow
his lead. I don’t know what that will look like for you
individually. It might not be comfortable. But I know that it
is going to test you and try you in ways that you might not
be ready for. BUT GOD IS READY! He walks with you.
Nehemiah was never abandoned. Neither are you!
Second, when you look around in the community of
God here on earth, you are going to see cracks and ﬂaws.

I’m not talking about the building. I’m talking about the people of God. When you open your eyes, you will see
cracks and ﬂaws in the lives of others around you, in the life of the congrega on, and in your own life. In Chris an
love we work on it together. We gather together. We are prayerful together. We are careful together.
Be careful in two ways: one – don’t become comfortable with the cracks and ﬂaws in your life, but always by
the grace of God, con nue to work and seek his forgiveness, grace and mercy in your own life. Two – don’t
become holier than thou with the brothers and sisters around you. Though they may have ﬂaws too, we should
not – we must not – hold another person to a sanc monious standard. That’s when rela onships go sour; we are
careful with one another and encourage one another. The book of Hebrews, 3:13, says, “But encourage one
another daily!”
Let’s think about this story on a congrega onal level too. As a congrega on together, we have many, many
years of God’s grace and favor! We have talked and prayed, discussed and dreamed, hoped and planned.
Because of God’s help, many of those ideas are already a reality!
But as a congrega on we have so much “kingdom work” s ll ahead of us! I wonder:
Where will we be in our ministry to this area a year from now?
What will we be doing?
How will we have reached out with the Good News of Jesus Christ?
Who will be in our midst?
When will we have brought glory to God through our worship and deeds?
Nehemiah was called by God to do great and amazing things – by God’s strength.
We are called together in this place to build up the kingdom of God – by God’s
strength. We have so many opportuni es to gather together as His people, working
side-by-side, to accomplish great things to God’s glory!
May God give us faithfulness to him, and love for one another!
Pastor Jeﬀ Teeple

Sunday – Tuesday,

June 30th — July 2nd

6:00 — 8:00 pm
We would love to
have your children
and grandchildren
join us for VBS
this year!
Registration forms
are available at the
Connection Center.
If you have any
questions, please
contact Amber
or Gina.

The class of 2019 STEPHEN MINISTERS at Peace Lutheran Church is nearing
completion with four (4) class sessions left before the class is commissioned on
Sunday, June 30, 2019. Congratulations!! Wahoo!!!
Our trainees have worked extremely hard in completing 50 hours of training. This training included
preclass reading assignments and in-class lecture, discussion, and role playing. Role-playing was
quite challenging but extremely helpful as it helped prepare our Stephen Ministers for actual
caregiving situations.
A recurring emphasis of Stephen Minister training has been confidentiality.
What a care receiver says to his/her Stephen Minister is held strictly
confidential. Even the identity of the care receiver is kept confidential.
After commissioning on June 30, our Stephen Ministers will be ready to
receive their first caregiving assignments. But even then, their training is far
from over. Stephen Ministers will meet twice monthly for Supervision and
Continuing Education. The goal is for them to continually enhance their skills,
discover new ways of care, and provide the best care possible for their care
receivers.
To that end, please regularly include Sharon Aldridge, Miriam Cook, Sue Korte, Patti Baals,
Donna Lagemann, Scott Miller and Jennifer Shirey, our new Stephen Ministers, in your daily prayers
as they minister to those men and women of
Peace and beyond our doors who are struggling
PICKLEBALL— is back!
and hurting from life issues in their lives. Please
on Wednesdays for the spring and summer
also hold up in prayer our Stephen Leaders, Pastor beginning on May 22nd. Newcomers will meet
Teeple, Rick Kirkton, and Ellen Luepke as they
at 4:30 pm and Intermediate/Advanced
direct this caring ministry at Peace and supervise
players will meet at 6:00 pm. Meet in the gym.
our Stephen Ministers.
Contact Steve Cygan or Loren Jackemeyer
for more information.
+ TO GOD BE THE GLORY +

Second Annual
Volunteer
Appreciation
Ice Cream Social
We are so grateful for the many volunteers
that make the ministry of Peace Lutheran
Church possible! If you are one of those
volunteers, or you want to say thank you to
one of these volunteers, please
join us for an ice cream social on
Monday, July 8 at 6:00 pm!
Good food, good friends,
and grateful hearts!

(A Father’s Day joke?)

Person approaching the shoreline
where someone is fishing:
“Is this river any good for fish?”
Response:
“It must be. I can’t
get any of them to
leave it.”
(Groan)

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
6/2
6/9
6/16
6/23
6/30

8 AM
Brady Baas

10 AM
Dane Lantz
Abigale McNamara
Ethan Miller
Braden Toigo
Mya Ball

ALTAR GUILD: Carol Gepfert, Jenni Sorg

Priorities - My father used to play with my brother and me in the yard.
Mother would come out and say, “You’re tearing up the grass.”
“We’re not raising grass,” Dad would reply. “We’re raising boys.”
— Harmon Killebrew

2019 Confirmands
Brady Jonathan Baas
“The Apostles’ Creed”

“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”

Elijah Dean Hendrickson
“Baptism”

“Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to
those who take refuge in him.”
Proverbs 30:5

Ethan James Miller
“The Ten Commandments”

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

Lauren Elise Teeple
“The Office of the Keys”

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things.”

Philippians 4:13

Philippians 4:8

Thursday, June 20 … 6:30PM
INDOOR
PICNIC

WINGS — Bring a salad or dessert to share!
Meat and Drinks provided!
WE’LL TALK ABOUT THE PAST
AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE!
All women of Peace are encouraged to attend!
—————————————

WINGS Outreach — Pasta, pasta sauce and condiments are being collected
for Students at Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of June.

“Jesus, like any good fisherman , ﬁrst catches the fish ;
then he cleans them.”
— Mark Potter

Family Promise
Family Promise is a social service
agency that helps homeless
individuals in Branch County,
Michigan. Peace people help with
this mission work. Trips take
approximately one hour at 7 am
and 5 pm. Call Susan Fisher, 517238-5302, to volunteer to drive.
Thank you to the drivers, those
who pray for this mission and all
who donate items.
Volunteers are s ll needed for the
Strawberry Fest & Cra Show on
Saturday, June 22nd, 9 AM-3 PM.
Call PaMy Roberts, 517-278-0928.

Garden
s
are
Growin
g!

— Updates—

Notes and Highlights from our Chat-N-Chow on May 22, 2019:
Administrative and Board of Directors’ update: We have formed an association with
Alliance Defending Freedom, providing legal advice and counsel to help protect us as a
congregation against any sort of religious freedom litigation that might come up. (Peace does
NOT have any issues right now; this is purely preventive.) The Board continues in ongoing
conversations about facility usage requests; we are thinking through the policy and procedure
for either accepting or declining requests. We are reviewing our Constitution and Bylaws; a
committee has been established. We are grateful for the opportunities that God is giving
through our Wee Creations Preschool and Daycare. Our Call Committee is established to call
a second pastor; we have received nominations from congregation members, which will be
forwarded to the District; the District will return a list to us to conduct interviews. Our
balance sheet is strong; offerings continue to be healthy; spending is controlled. The Board is
keeping an eye on the effect that a new position will have on our cash flow and balance
sheet. The Peace Lutheran Endowment has been established; over $130,000 has been
invested, and it is managed through The Lutheran Foundation in Fort Wayne. Our Synod will
meet in convention this year in Tampa, Florida. The Board continues to have conversations
about volunteerism, opportunities for service, and communication.
Trustees update: Shane Ross presented on the work of the Trustees, presenting the
opportunities for beautification and upkeep of various parts of our facility, including flooring,
lighting, and wall repair.
Praise and Proclaim Ministry update: Our current membership stands at 601, representing
247 households. Our worship attendance at the beginning of 2019 has been down compared
to other years but has increased in the past couple of months. Confirmation was May 19, with
four youth confirmands.
Learn and Love Ministry update: Gina Teeple presented an update on life stages ministry and
on developing opportunities for our Peace family to connect to Christ, connect to others, and
connect with ways to serve. She gave an update on Friday Fun Nights, Small Groups, Youth
Group (including the participants in the Youth Gathering this summer), Sunday School,
Upward Sports Ministry, and VBS. She also gave an update on the resources that are
available through the Library and the Family Resource wall.
Care and Celebrate Ministry update: We had an update on Comfort Dog ministry, the seven
Stephen Ministers who are training, GriefShare ministry, American Red Cross blood donation
days, Peace Community Garden, Sewing Sisters, Knitting Group, possibilities with Respite
Care Ministry, and Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. We celebrated Megan Steele, Miriam Cook,
Judy Scharpenberg, Ellen Luepke, and Mark Summers for leading our music. I also gave an
update on my health. We celebrated our fantastic staff: Jodie Church, Gina Teeple, Amber
Vonderau, and Sara Miller; and we talked about possible part-time staff additions.
Our Mission Statement is:

Peace Lutheran Church is Friendly People Growing in Christ,
Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!

Sign up at the Connection Center
DEADLINE to order tickets: June 30, 2019 COST: $10.00 each

Once again, Craft Day was full of amazing
things to learn and do! Participants learned
about jewelry making, creating mosaics,
weaving baskets, knitting, sewing, embroidery,
and card-making. All of this was followed by a
delicious lunch.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make
this event a success by sharing your time and
talents!

