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Have you ever noticed that we have a lot of sayings about time? “Time flies…when you’re having fun.” Time goes 

by; time comes and time goes. In this life, we are bound by time.  
Some of us are plagued by the time that lies behind us, and the decisions we made – the activities we 

participated in. And that guilt follows us in time.  
Some of us feel like we are bound by the future; we don’t know what it might hold. We have no idea what’s out 

there. And the fear that can have on us is almost debilitating. And in that way, we may say that time holds us in its 
grip. We spend a lot of time worried about time.  

When we are worried, the story of Queen Esther is a wonderful Biblical story to turn to. Open your Bible and read 
the story! 

There is Queen Esther facing the destruction, the utter annihilation of all of her people. Queen Esther, who was 
elevated up, has a decision to make. What is she going to do? What’s going to happen in the time to come? Her 
cousin Mordecai says: Maybe, just maybe, you were placed here “for such a time as this.”  

That is the lynchpin. That’s the cornerstone. Underline in – read, mark, learn and digest it. “For such a time as 
this.” What’s this all about? What’s this talk of time all about? 

In order to explain it, I would like to share with you some verses from one of our hymns called “God Moves in a 
Mysterious Way.” The first verse goes like this: 

God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform.  
He plants his footsteps in the sea and rides upon the storm. 

Interesting language! The mysterious movements of God in and throughout this world, when the storms – either 
natural or unnatural (might they be supernatural?) – are swirling all around you; God is still in control. Even when we 
can’t see God at work. 

The fancy theological phrase that talks about this is the DEUS ABSCONDITUS – the Latin phrase that means “the 
hidden God.” Absconding means to hide yourself. Deus means God. We believe in the God who hides himself – at 
least from our sinful eyes. 

But the hymn continues:  
Judge not the Lord by your feeble sense but trust him for his grace. 
Behind a frowning providence Faith sees a smiling face.  

That last couplet, what does it mean? Think about your life. Think about your life in a way that takes into 
account everything that’s going on – good, bad, indifferent – everything that is “just the way life is.” We might say “I 
guess that’s just my luck.” No, take all of that into account and that’s what we’re going to call Providence – the gift 
of God! And the hymn says, Behind even frowning providence – behind even a life that is falling apart – faith sees, 
what?  A smiling face! Whose face? God’s! 

The hymn continues:  
His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour.  
The bud may have a bitter taste, But sweet will be the flower.  

Whose purposes? God’s. It’s deep, profoundly beautiful poetry. Buds that you see all around – all this stuff that 
maybe for the time you’re not quite sure of…or stuff you don’t like dealing with…or don’t like waiting for? According 
to God’s purposes, it will ripen into a flower.  

The hymn continues: 
Blind unbelief will sure to err and scan his work in vain.  
God is his own interpreter and he will make it plain. 

When you don’t believe, you look at all this and say, “Meaningless! Meaningless! It’s all meaningless!” God is still 
in control. God is still working things for the good of those who believe in him!  

Now there’s a lesson for me. I love to fix people’s problems. It gives me such a sense of accomplishment and 
purpose! I would love to say, “Bring me your problems and I’ll give you an answer! Just ask me! I’m waiting here on 
the sidelines for you to bring me in!” But do you sense how selfish and arrogant that is?  

Go to the hymn: what does it say? “God is his own interpreter!” As children of God, almost invariably, sometimes 
the best you can say to another person is: “I have no real 
idea what God is doing in your life.                              — continued on page 3  



GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM            
5/5           Rocco Bergquist    
5/12               Kaia McNamara 
5/19                       Lane King 
5/26                    (10 AM) Oliver Koch 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Donna Biddle, Carol Harkins 

Growing in God’s Word 
What we are learning in Sunday School this month: 

Sunday, May 5th — Rahab and the Spies 

Placing faith in God means you do not have to fear or be scared when troubles 
come your way.    Rahab’s decision to side with the spies was proof that she had 
a greater respect for God’s power than she had for the frightening leaders of 
Jericho who opposed and hated Him.  She did not make her decision based on 
what everyone else was doing. Rahab stood firm on her decision to hide the spies, 
and because of her faith, she received mercy and her life was spared.  

Sunday, May 12th — Joshua and the Jordan River 

For Joshua and the people of Israel, it was easy to see a raging river and a land full of enemies 
on the other side, but the people believed God’s promises and His word more than what they 
saw. They believed God would do what He said He would do, and because of their belief, the 
promises of God became reality; they entered into a land of hope and promise.  

Sunday, May 19th — Joshua & the Sun/Joshua and the Battle of  Jericho 

Joshua was a great man of faith chosen by God to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. 
Joshua was one of only two from his entire generation of people who 
were allowed into the land, because he believed in God’s promises 
and was not afraid. In these stories, Joshua battled enemies of 
Israel.  In full confidence, Joshua went into battle, and just as God 
promised, He gave the victory to Joshua and the Israelites.  



GRADUATION 
We will be recognizing all Peace  

High School and College graduates 
Sunday, June 2nd 

 
Please return this form to the church  

office by Sunday, May 27th. 
 
NAME _____________________________ 

SCHOOL ___________________________ 

GRADUATION DATE _______________ 

DEGREE ___________________________ 

FUTURE PLANS  _____________________ 

 __________________________________ 

SPECIAL HONORS____________________ 

 __________________________________ 

His ways of doing things are not the way that I do things. It just doesn’t make sense to me!” But always 
remember that goes not only for the bad but also for the good! Queen Esther taken from nowhere and elevated 
should say, “I have no idea why this happened! I have no idea why this windfall came my way!” God has a plan. 

God has a plan and he will interpret it. 
The hymn continues:  

You fearful saints fresh courage take. The clouds that you so much dread  
Are big with mercy and will break in blessings on your head.  

Now this is quintessentially Lutheran! Martin Luther loved to talk about how the Gospel blessings from God 
are like a rainstorm. Imagine it. The rainstorm that would blow in and start to rain – this is the type of blessing 
from God. All that comes into your life is nourishing to you. But beware: just as it blew into your life, it can blow 
back out.  

So, recognize it. Appreciate it. Give thanks to God for it. Don’t take it for granted. All that comes our way can 
be worked for good according to his purpose. Grace.  

Esther heard it; now you can hear it too: You were created “For such a time as this.” You have been blessed. 
You have been challenged. You have received. All that you are – all that God has made of you, with you, and for 
you – brings you to this moment in time. We have no idea what God has in store for us. But for this moment, God 
in his infinite wisdom has chosen to leave you here. He hasn’t taken you home yet.  

There is a plan for your life. This IS a plan for YOUR LIFE! This is the truth: when we confess God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we confess One who moves in mysterious ways – in and through our 
individual lives.  

All the blessings, all of the challenges that you face in this life – ALL THIS TIME – are to 
his glory! Whatever you are facing – good, like being elevated to be royalty; or bad, like the 
journey of illness and malady – whatever it is, all of this time is held in God’s hands. He says, 
“I am the same yesterday, today, and forever. I will never leave you. I will never forsake 
you.” 

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

— continued from page 1  

NEW TIME! 

PICKLEBALLPICKLEBALLPICKLEBALLPICKLEBALL— is back!   

Wednesdays for the spring and summer 
beginning on May 22nd. Newcomers will 
meet at 4:30 pm and Intermediate/
Advanced players will meet at 6:00 pm. 
Meet in the gym. Contact Steve Cygan or 
Loren Jackemeyer for more information. 



Blood	Drive 
Peace Lutheran is 

partnering with 

the American Red 

Cross to host a 

blood drive Wednesday,	June	12,	 

1p.m.-5p.m.	 
 
Please help to spread the word and 

consider donating! Do you have work 

space to hang a blood drive promotional 

poster?  Questions? Contact Sharon 

Aldrich. Thanks	for	your	support!	

 
WINGS OUTREACH—  
Items are being collected for the Seminary 
in Fort Wayne during the month of May:  

canned meats, chicken, fish, tuna 
—————————————————- 

LWML — Kendallville Zone 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 

Lake George Lutheran Chapel 
1540 W 800 N, Fremont, IN 46737 

with 
Speaker, Shannon Thomas 

Turning Point Homeless Shelter 
(Ingathering will be a monetary donation.) 

Registration and refreshments begin at 
8:45 am. Cost $5 per person payable at 
the door. A lunch count is requested by 
May 1. Please telephone, text or email 
Rene Scheimann at 260-668-0624, 
renefishwoman@yahoo.com or contact 
the Lake George office at 260-833-6208. 

Family Promise  
     Peace people will drive the mornings and late 
afternoons of May 12 -19. To reserve your favorite 
time, please call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302. New 
drivers/helpers are always welcome.  We give 
thanks for a new driver who felt called to start with 
this mission in May.  

     Homelessness is caused by many factors. Less 
income makes it more difficult to pay for housing 
and other necessities. According to the National 
Partnership for Women and Families, women in 
Michigan’s workforce make 78 cents for every 
dollar that men make for doing the same job. 
African American women make 63 cents for every 
dollar, Latinas make 54 cents, and Asian women 
make 87 cents. 

     Volunteers are needed to help out with 
Strawberry Fest & Craft Show 8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
on Saturday, June 22nd in Coldwater. Family 
Promise is helping with Face Painting and 
monitoring the Bounce Houses for the day. We are 
hoping for enough volunteers so each group of 
volunteers would only help for 2 or 3 hour shifts. 
Face painting is very easy with the stick on 
appliques/ face paint and sparkles. For the bounce 
houses all we need to do is make sure that the 
children are monitored, safe and being careful of 
others.  

Please Call Patty Roberts at 517-278-0928. 

 

 
 

Saturday, May 4 
9:30 am– 1:30 pm 

sponsored by the Peace Sewing Sisters.  

Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please sign up in the Narthex. For questions, 
see Patti Haffner or Paula Huguenard. 



Peace Lutheran 

Church  

Gym 
 

355 E State Road 120    

Fremont, IN  

Thursday, May 9Thursday, May 9Thursday, May 9Thursday, May 9    

8 AM—5 PM    

Friday, May 10Friday, May 10Friday, May 10Friday, May 10    

8 AM—3 PM 

3-6 PM (clean up) 

Rummage Sale  

Needed:Needed:Needed:Needed:    
☺ Donations: Gently-used baby through 

adult clothes, toys (both children’s and 

big kid’s) furniture, appliances (large 

or small), kitchen gadgets, tools, 

mowers, any boating items, sports 

equipment, etc.  

☺ Your donations are tax-deductible!!   

☺ Be sure to pick up your tax-deduction form! 

☺ Volunteers to help set-up, tear down, and work during the sale.  

Please contact Alice Phillips if you can help! 

☺ NO TV’s, computer monitors, electronics or car seats.  
 

All proceeds will benefit local missions this year. 

Thank you for your support! 

Item Dona�ons 
(please take to the gym) 

Sunday, May 5
 
–  

Wednesday May 8  


