
March 5 was Ash Wednesday. That means that 
Easter is coming!  Besides our liturgical 
references during worship, there bounds to be 
advertising everywhere in the stores and on TV.  

Even though some people don’t know much about 
the Christian meaning in this holiday, they can 
still sense something special is happening. They 
see Easter decorations; they see Easter candy.  

With all these candies and lightly-colored 
decorations, today’s culture and marketing 
specialists say Easter is a special day for children 
– it’s also a special day for adults too! 

Easter is an extraordinary day for Christians.   
It’s the day we celebrate the resurrection  
of Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior, from  
the dead. It sounds funny to say, but in order  
to die Christ had to be born and live! 

As you recall, our Christian story literally took 
shape at Christmas. On Christmas, Christians 
recall the birth of Jesus. Between Christmas and 
Easter, we tell and retell the stories of how Jesus 
grew to be a man. We hear of the miracles He 
performed to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies 
that demonstrated He was indeed God’s Son and 
the promised Savior. 

Six weeks before Easter, 
Christians begin preparing for 
Easter with the season of Lent.  
During this time, Christians 
recall Jesus’ suffering and 
death. Lent reminds us that it 
was because of our sins that 
God’s Son left His home in 
heaven.  

Christ lived the perfect life God 
asks us to live. Jesus suffered 
the punishment for our sins through His death on 
the cross. Just before He died, Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” His work for us was complete. God 
demonstrated that He accepted Jesus’ sacrifice 

for us by raising His Son to life again on Easter.  

Through faith, we believe that what Jesus did 
counts for us. Now, when God looks at us, He 
does not see our sinful lives. Rather, He sees the 
perfect life of His Son. And, as God’s children, we 
are promised eternal life with Him in heaven.   

This is the beautiful and simply story of God’s 
love for us! 

If you have never heard this story or if it has 
been a long time since you paid any attention to 
it, I encourage you to do something. (If you have 
heard the Easter story for many years and know 
it by heart, I encourage you to do something 
too.)   

Walk the path of Jesus and experience the joy 
surrounding this special day by being present in 
Jesus’ own house! Attend worship. Attend to 
worship. Be present. Set aside the planning and 
the distractions and engage your mind and 
senses in worship.  

Afterwards – and this is really important! – talk 
about what you see, hear, taste, and smell. The 
church is beautifully adorned. We sing special and 
familiar songs of triumph. The flowers on the 

altar are particularly pleasant. 
If someone welcomes you with 
the old Christian greeting, 
“Christ is risen”, you can 
respond with “Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia!”   

As we rejoice in the Easter 
story, may your hearts be 
touched by the depth of Christ’s 
love. As we are joined together 
by Word, song, and Sacrament, 
may the direction of your lives 

be changed to reflect God’s will. As we remember 
and celebrate, may God richly bless you this 
Holiday season! 

Pastor Jeff Teeple 
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GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM    
4/7               Ethan Miller 
4/14                              Lauren Teeple 
4/21              Brady Baas   Braden Toigo 
4/28                  Mya Ball 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Aldrich, Donna Cooper, Carol Gepfert 

FOR EASTER  
We are asking anyone 
who would like to bring 
flowers for Easter to 
purchase their own at 
the store/florist of their 
choice.  
 
Please have them at 
the church by 9:00 AM 
Saturday, April 20th.  
 
You may pick them up 
following the 10:30 AM 
Worship service on 
Easter Sunday.  

Our thanks to all 
the soup, bread and 
dessert makers  
during this Lenten 
season.  

Saturday, May 4 
9:30 am– 1:00 pm 

sponsored and planned 

 by the  

Peace Sewing Sisters.  

Meet in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

Please contact Patti Haffner  

with any questions. 

————————————— 

WINGS OUTREACH —  
Items are being collected 
for Concordia Seminary in 
Fort Wayne during the 
month of April: canned 
fruit and canned 
vegetables. 



Sunday School Parents: 
Check it out! 

By Deac. Gina Teeple 

Paren�ng can be challenging at every age and 

stage.  Before we really figure out what we are 

doing in one stage, our children move on to the 

next.  Things are further complicated by the reality 

that if you have more than one child, they are 

o!en very different from one another! 

Hopefully our new family resources will help!  

These resources are located in the hallway by the Sunday School rooms, and each sec�on corresponds 

with your child’s Sunday School class  

  (orange = preschool through 3rd grade, teal = 4th through 6th grades,  

  navy = 7th and 8th grades/Confirma�on, and green = high school).   

Books are available for you to check out, as well as ar�cles and brochures for you to keep.  If you have 

GROWING IN GOD’S WORDGROWING IN GOD’S WORDGROWING IN GOD’S WORDGROWING IN GOD’S WORD    

What we are learning in Sunday School this month: 

Sunday, April 7th—Balaam and His Donkey 

The king of Moab was terrified as the Israelites neared his city. Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and their 

success in defea�ng neighboring ci�es had him on edge. He was sure it would take supernatural effort to 

defeat these strangely empowered people, so he called upon a false prophet named Balaam.   In this story, 

God uses an ordinary donkey in an extraordinary way to teach Balaam, and the king of Moab, a lesson. 

Sunday, April 14th—Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrec$on 

The plan for Jesus to die for our sins was planned long ago. Prophets who lived long before Jesus' birth 

spoke of the coming Messiah, detailing what His life would be like, what He would be like, and what He 

would do. Jesus' life and death fulfilled all of these prophecies. 

Jesus conquered sin and death when he rose from the dead, 

and because of this, we can confidently put our hope in Him for 

abundant and eternal life! 

Sunday, April 21st—NO SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Happy Easter! 

Sunday, April 28th—Luther’s Small Cat  

The children are comple�ng their lessons on bap�sm! 
 



VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Well Child Clinic, Angola, needs volunteers to help 
with both nursing and non-nursing duties for 4-8 
hours/month. Clinics begin in March and end in 
December (depending on scheduling) and last approx. 
1-2 hours. The Doctors, Nurses and Clerical assistance 
are all volunteers. We would not be able to provide 
these free healthcare services without the out-pouring 
of love, compassion and giving of our community. 

Call the office 260-665-2403 or 260-410-1415 

God Bless, Donna Lentz, RN Nurse Coordinator 

Dear Peace Family, 
     This thank you is way overdue, 
yet every time I sit down to write, 
words do not seem enough to 
express the thankfulness and comfort 
you have all brought to me. Your 
prayers were felt and God reached 
out and touched me with them. The 
cards, encouraging words, phone 
calls, food, visits, gifts — all these 
have kept me going. It has been a 
very “long haul” and there is nothing 
I want more than to be back at Peace 
with all of you and to hopefully play 
for services soon. 
 God’s Blessing and Love to all, 
   Miriam Cook 

 

You Make Us You Make Us You Make Us You Make Us 

ProudProudProudProud    

Peace youth and 
young adults 
graduating as 

well as our 
confirmands… 

 

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU. 
May God continue to bless you and 

guide your path wherever He  
may lead.. 

We will be celebrating our graduates on 
June 1st and 2nd at all services. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY IS 

CHRIST CARING FOR PEOPLE THROUGH PEOPLE 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY training has begun at Peace!!  

We are bursting at the seams (just like Spring :))  
to announce that training is beginning on March 31,  
and will continue through May 19, 2019.  

The trainees will learn much about themselves in 
“The Person of the Caregiver” and how to 
practice what they learn. About half of the 
material will be covered in two weekend retreats.  

In addition, 2 books will be read: “Christian 
Caregiving” and “Speaking the Truth in Love”. 

Sound intensive? Yes it is. But what fun, also, as we 
bond together in love to better serve and care for 
each other as members of the Body of Christ here 
at Peace Lutheran Church and beyond.  

We are ALL a part of this 
ministry and we ask your 
prayers, each week, for our 
trainees as they grow through 
this ministry process and 
preparation.  

And to God be the Glory! 



    

    
Don Luepke    

 
Please don't be upset or let jealousy rear up its ugly head. :) But right now as a write this I am 
down in Fort Myers, Florida, and I just checked on Fremont weather and saw that the high temp 
for the next few days will be in the mid-teens. Hardly a harbinger of spring time. It has been a 
long strange winter with some early warmth and then some long lingering cold. I have no idea 
what is in store for us for the coming months but it could be crazy as ever. Regardless, all of us 
who are intrigued by the soil and growing plants are certainly ready. There are no better 
optimists than gardeners. Being down here in the warmth of the Sunshine State, I could not 
help but plant some tomato, pepper, spinach and flower seeds to get a jump start on the growing 
season. When your hands get dirty in the soil, you just have to grow closer to your Creator. 

And so we begin the seventh year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.”  Again, the first 
portion of the name identifies who and what we are and the second why we exist, as we grow 

both physically and spiritually. This is a unique ministry of Peace 
Lutheran to help church and community members experience 
the joy of gardening and to share the fruits of the harvest with 
others.  

And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. There is no feel 
or cost involved but — Note: if you request a plot, it is 
necessary that you make the commitment to maintain 
the assigned garden area throughout the entire growing 

season. Priority in assignments will be given to gardeners who have had plots in prior years as 
they have worked to develop a particular area. 

From what I understand there are a few people who had plots last year who will not be able to 
continue this year and so there will probably be some plots available to “newcomers” to the Peace 
Garden. What we need now is a list of all those who wish to have a garden plot for the season. 
Each plot is approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an area, you need to sign up in one of 
two ways: 
 1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Information Desk at the front of the church. 

 2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-mail 
address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the same 
plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 7, so that we can develop our organizational plan. 

We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes community and perhaps mentor 
them in establishing a garden and producing food and flowers for their homes.  If you know of 
someone outside of our church family please let them know. It’s a matter of mission and ministry. 
After all we are Peace Lutheran Church:  

“Friendly People – Growing in Christ,  

Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!” 

As always, let’s get growing! 



WHAT????  

What do you mean I can no 
longer deduct my contributions 
to my church?? 

A popular question to those who prepare 
income tax returns.  It is true, under the 
new tax laws, a married couple over age 
65 must have a $26,600 standard 
deduction.  It is hard to have more than 
that for itemized deductions.  However, if 
you are over age 70 1/2 and must take 
funds from your IRA, you can direct your 
IRA to send part or all of it directly to 
Peace AND that part will not be taxable-- 
just like being able to deduct it. For 
example, assume you have to take 
$10,000 from your IRA and you decide to 
give $5,000 to Peace, you get no tax 
benefit . But if you have the IRA send 
$5,000 directly to Peace you will only be 
taxed on $5,000. Sooo, if you are in a 
20% tax bracket  (federal and state) you 
will save $1000 in taxes!  If you want 
more information, contact your IRA 
agent, or call or email Don Wunrow,  
260-704-5970; dn1row@aol.com 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
is gearing up for a “SPRING FLING” with a new  
6 week video & study series by Ken Davis entitled 
“FULLY ALIVE”.  

With his trademark humor and powerful stories,     
Ken Davis shares his own journey from lethargic 
resignation to a new life of adventure, spiritual 
renewal, and health. You'll laugh and be inspired to 
live in the power of Christ's resurrection. As we close 
out the “organized” study curriculum for the summer, 
I think you are going to enjoy this Finale. Bring a 
friend...Snowbirds “welcome home” and join in.  

Let's fill every chair! 

Wednesday, April 17 
1:00-5:00 PM 

 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 
or go to redcrossblood.org, sponsor code 

“peaceluth” 
to schedule your blood donation appointment. 

When thinking about 
“Spring Cleaning” 

 
Please remember the  
Peace Rummage Sale!  

Watch the Bulletin  
for dates and times 

Contact Alice Phillips with questions 
or to volunteer! 



 
Call Committee Seeks Candidates for Assistant Pastor Position 
We are excited to announce an upcoming new pastoral staff position for our congregation.  A 
Peace Lutheran Church-MS call committee is working to identify possible candidates for the new 
position of Assistant Pastor--Director of Worship and Music Ministries.  
 
Candidates should meet all requirements of an Assistant Pastor in the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, and have a strong musical worship background.  A more detailed description of this 
position is posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall near Pastor Teeple’s office. 
 
At this time the Call Committee welcomes suggestions from the congregation as to candidates 
for this position.  Please share any prospective candidates with Dan Thiele, the chair of the call 
committee.  Dan’s email is danielthiele@msn.com, telephone is 260-341-7145.  You may also 
leave suggestions in Dan’s mail box at church, or talk with him personally. 

Please pray for the call committee, and our entire congregation, as we move ahead with this 
exciting addition to our pastoral staff. In Christ, your call committee: Dan Thiele (chair),    Deb 
Beck, Roger Dammeier, Andy Goeglein, Chad Korte, Megan Steele 
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 A special thank you 

to all of the 

volunteers that 

made this season a 

success!   

You are a blessing to 

this ministry, and we 

could not have done 

it without you! 


