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BEHOLD THE MAN!
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not
anything made that was made. . . . The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen His glory, the glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
—John 1:1–3, 14
“Behold the man!” proclaimed the unwitting preacher
Pontius Pilate in one of the shortest, yet most profound,
sermons ever recorded. This will be our endeavor this
Lententide and Easter Sunday. Behold the man, God in
human flesh, Jesus. His incarnation will provide the basis for
our meditation and proclamation on His Passion. And His
real, bodily suffering and death will provide the basis for our
full-throated proclamation on Easter morning of a bodily
resurrection, not just of Jesus but also for His saints. Real
bodies that have suffered, wept, bled, prayed, eaten, hoped,
and more will be those raised incorruptible from their graves
on the day of Jesus’ return.
We will fix our eyes and our preaching on the man
Jesus, contemplating the inescapable fact—indeed the most
important fact in the course of human history—that God
became man. The Second Person of the eternal, triune God,
who we confess in the Nicene Creed as “God of God, Light
of light, very God of very God . . . of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made,” became a living,
breathing, flesh-and-blood human being, a man.
In some ways, you can understand that the first heresy
the Christian Church had to contend with was that of
Gnosticism, the hyper-spiritual religion that held that
because no man could be God, the Christ could not be God.
Gnosticism is alluring because it tidies everything up, gives
Christianity a more attractive, spiritual veneer, and pulls its
adherents out of the mire of this world and gives them
something other-worldly to strive for.
Considered correctly, it becomes pretty hard to
spiritualize Christianity—a religion that bases its existence
on the enfleshment, the incarnation, of her God—into the
mess of disembodied, matter-rejecting, hyper-spiritual

Gnosticism. When God has flesh and blood, skin and teeth,
cells and nuclei, DNA and RNA, it’s difficult to contend for
the disembodied spiritual against the material. If God has a
body, bodies must matter.
In case you aren’t convinced of the pervasiveness of the
second-century heresy of Gnosticism, even in our twentyfirst-century context, attend a funeral. If you hear talk only of
heaven with nary a word of a bodily resurrection, you’ve
witnessed firsthand modern-day Gnosticism. If the preacher
doesn’t deal with the body in the casket as the real person
whose death has assembled the mass of grieving relatives
and friends, if he talks only about the bodyless soul in
heaven, he hasn’t preached a genuinely Christian funeral. In
other words, if he gives preference to the spiritual over the
material, he succumbs to the Gnostic heresy the earliest
generations of the Church sought to guard against by
preaching the incarnation and resurrection of Jesus.
This Lent, we will consider what it means that God
became man. In preparation for the celebration of a real,
bodily, flesh-and-blood, bone-and-sinew resurrection, the
resurrection without which our faith and our preaching are all
in vain, consider the body of Jesus that exists in order to be
nailed to a cross. The spiritual, bodyless Son of God became
the embodied, enfleshed, incarnate Son of Mary. In Jesus,
God has human flesh, a body, just like you. What could be
more profound?
Each week, we’ll consider a different aspect of the body
of Jesus Christ. What does it mean
that, in Jesus, God has hands, feet,
lungs, lips, eyes, and ears?
Behold the man! In sermon, in
study, in devotion, behold the man!

Our Stephen Leaders have
been trained... details and
informaon has been shared
with Peace members through
Newsleer and Bullen
Announcements…
recruitment of candidates
connues and the interview process for Stephen
Ministry is taking place right now.
Training of candidates begins SUNDAY, MARCH 31 with
module #1, “The Person of the Caregiver”. We're right
on schedule, but it is NOT too late to dig down deeper
within yourself, spend me in conversaon with the
Lord, and if He so leads, pick up an applicaon and be
interviewed this month yet for STEPHEN MINISTRY
TRAINING.
As a Stephen Minister, you are not thrust into ministry
alone. You receive 50 hours of in-class training, with
reading, discussion, and pracce in how to support and
help others eﬀecvely. You will engage in supervision
and will receive connuing educaon. It may not be
easy, but it will be joyful. You won't be tossed into deep
water without knowing how to swim. No Stephen
Minister is asked to do what he or she is not prepared to
do. You will learn about the limits of conﬁdenality, how
to pray with others, how to refer people with serious
problems to professional help. You will learn how to
listen, step one of which is: Breathe through your nose!
You will meet once a week, usually, with your care

receiver, not to solve his/her
problems, and certainly not
to cure them. God cures; you
care, support and pray You
are the disciplined friend who
is present on God's behalf
and in Christ's place just to
show concern for that person and his/her needs, not
somehow to get your own needs taken care of. How
does that sound? Does the idea of being a Stephen
Minister sr YOU? Does your heart beat a lile faster?
Does a sense of conﬁdence well up in you that this is
what God has gi>ed you to do?
A family was talking over dinner one Sunday and the
parents asked their lile boy how Sunday School had
been. “Terrible,” he answered. “Why?” they asked.
“Because we read that we were to go into all the world
and make disciples for Jesus, and then we just sat in the
room talking.”
Have you had enough “talking” about the faith? Are you
ready to do something for others in Christ's ministry? If
the Spirit has granted you the gi>s to be a Stephen
Minister, such a ministry will be diﬃcult to resist. The
world needs and waits for Stephen Ministers.
Well over a half-million Stephen Ministers have been
trained to date. Now we at Peace Lutheran Church are
ready to train men and women to meet the endless
needs around us. To God be the Glory!
Your Stephen Leaders

Mid-Week Lenten Worship services meet each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.
Soup Suppers precede the service beginning at 5:30 PM.
(Please sign up to bring soup and/or dessert.)

The theme for our Lenten services:

“Behold the Man”

Ash Wednesday, March 6 — “A God Who Hungers”
Wednesday, March13 — “A God Who Prays”
Wednesday, March 20 — “A God Beaten”
Wednesday, March 27 — “A God Exposed”
Wednesday, April 3 — “A God With A Mother”
Wednesday, April 10 — “A God Who Thirsts”

Maundy Thursday, April 18 – 7:00 PM
Good Friday, April 19 – 7:00 PM

Easter Celebration, April 21 – 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
10:30 AM
3/3
Kaia McNamara
3/10
Lane King
3/17
Oliver Koch
3/24
Dane Lantz
3/31
Abigale McNamara
ALTAR GUILD: Carol Gepfert, Sandy Heilman, Jack & Ann Clark

FAMILY PROMISE
WEBSITE — www.plcms.org
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:
PastorT@plcms.org
Amber@plcms.org
GTeeple@plcms.org
JChurch@plcms.org
Director@weecreations.org
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Do something
wonderful;
people may
imitate it.
— Albert Schweitzer
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Drivers will be needed the week beginning on St. Patrick's
Day. New drivers are always welcome.
One hour out of your day; a blessing for a life time.
Call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302, for details.
Another way to help is to donate food for an occasional
evening meal. This past month, 8 Peace people were
involved once in that need. On worship days, you can
donate some of your loose change to the 2-liter Family
Promise bottle at the Connections Desk.
Matthew 25: Then the King will say to those at his right hand,
"Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me..." Then the
righteous will answer him, " Lord, when did we see thee hungry and
feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee
a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?..." And the
King will answer them, "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of
the least of these my brethren, you did it to me."

Kardia Ladies’ Bible
We are starng a new Bible study on Psalm 23, and we would love to have
you join us! We will meet on Thursdays at 6:30 pm beginning March 7th.
Here is a descripon of the study from the publisher:
Many women know Psalm 23 by heart but haven't experienced its power in
their lives. This beloved psalm can breathe new life into women who are
weary and unsure of their next steps. It's more than a psalm that comforts
in death; it gives conﬁdence in life.
In this 7-session study by Jennifer Rothschild, gain fresh insight and
encouragement from Psalm 23. Explore the depths of God's compassionate care while debunking the selfreliance myth. Learn how your vulnerability is not a liability because you can trust the Shepherd's goodness
throughout each season of life.
For more informaon, please contact Gina Teeple or Carol Hepp!

Peace Garden Ministry
It may be a bit early but we can dream.
It's time to be thinking of the delicious,
fresh vegetables and gorgeous, fragrant
flowers that we can be growing in the
garden this year. This will be the seventh
year for the Peace Garden. There are 28
plots available for members as well as
interested persons of our community.
There will be additional information in
the April newsletter
as well as a sign-up
sheet at the
“Connections” desk in
the narthex starting
on March 31. Yes,
certainly gardening is work, but oh the
glorious rewards coming from our
Creator's hand.
For more information contact Don
Luepke at donluepke@juno.com

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS —
continues (as does winter) during the month of
March. Yet just as the month will “treat” us with
the hope of Spring, so will this Bible Study
Group experience a “treat” with having Pastor
Jeff Teeple as their guide. So come on over at
9:30am and “treat” yourself to an extraordinary
“treat” with your Pastor and friends at Peace.
Now is a good time to make that commitment!!
Ellen Luepke

Wednesday, April 17

Friday Fun Night!
April 5th at 5:45 pm
What are Friday Fun Nights? It is exactly what it sounds like—an
opportunity to gather together, get to know one another, and do
something fun. The idea is to keep it prey simple. Most of the me
all you need to do is show up….and maybe bring your favorite snack to
share!
Who should a0end Friday Fun Nights? This event is open to EVERYONE!
Please see Gina Teeple with any quesons or ideas for future Friday Fun Nights.

Growing in God’s Word
What we are learning in Sunday School this month:
Sunday, March 3rd—The Exodus
Pharaoh told the Israelites they could leave Egypt a>er the ten plagues,
but he quickly changed his mind and sent his army a>er them. As the
people stood on the shore of the Red Sea, and then crossed over the
parted sea on dry ground, they learned important things about the God who had delivered them. They
learned that God was going to lead them, that He had a plan to save them, and that He had power over
all of Creaon.

Sunday, March 10th—The Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments were not just for the Israelites living at the me, but for everyone a>er them.
The Israelites entered into God’s covenant fully expecng and prepared to follow these laws.
Unfortunately, because of their sinful natures, they were easily tempted to disobey. This disobedience
has been repeated by every following generaon. Only one person was able to live a perfect, sinless life:
Jesus!

Sunday, March 17th—Wilderness Wanderings
The Israelites spent 40 years in the desert. They kept on sinning, and God kept on showing them that
they should follow Him and trust Him. Despite all of their complaints, God provided for His people as
they journeyed to the Promised Land. He miraculously provided food and clothing for them and
protected them from their enemies.
Sunday, March 24th — NO SUNDAY SCHOOL! Happy Spring Break!
Sunday, March 31st — NO SUNDAY SCHOOL! Happy Spring Break!

WINGS

WINGS OUTREACH —

UPCOMING EVENTS …

Beverages are being collected
during March for the Seminary
in Fort Wayne:
Coffee
Tea Juice
Kool-aid
Lemonade

Craft Day — Saturday, May 4, 2019
9:30AM
Please contact Patti Haffner with any questions.

2018 Choice Dollars® Expire on March 31, 2019
Don't wait to direct
March 30th and March 31st fall on a Saturday and
Sunday. As a result, the corporate office is closed
on both of these days. To ensure that Choice
Dollars directions get processed before the
deadline, Direct your Choice Dollars now!
Did you know that Thrivent Financial allows eligible members to direct its corporate dollars to
the charity of their choice? There are two ways you can support Peace Lutheran Church
through Thrivent Financial:
Log into your Thrivent.com personal page and direct your Thrivent Choice® Dollars to
Peace Lutheran or Wee Creations Ministries. In order to direct Choice Dollars by phone,
eligible members call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt by
Friday, March 29, 2019. Members can also go online until Sunday, March 31, 2019 to direct
any available Choice Dollars.
Want to give back another way? Members can also get $250 of seed money to host a
mini-fundraising event of your own by leading a Thrivent Action Team. Bring people
together to address a need, problem or issue you care about through volunteering. Once your
volunteer idea is approved by Thrivent, an Action Kit is delivered to your door. It’s packed with
everything you need including $250 in
seed money to get your project started.
Need ideas for your Action Team, or do
you have an idea and need help getting
volunteers together?
Please contact Gina Teeple!

