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Who is God? What do we know about him? What does he tell us about himself? Or is he so far out that we will
never know him? And more personally, how am I going to relate to him?
These are big ques ons! But they are important ones to wrestle with.
One way of understanding the story of Scripture is to imagine a two-level house. Up above, on the second
level, you have the primary narra ve overseeing, overlooking everything else. Down below, on the ﬁrst level, is our
life – with all its hustle and bustle, ordinariness and extraordinary things happening.
Some mes, when we get so consumed with what is right in front of us, we forget that there is an overarching
story to life. But, as you read through Scripture, I hope you see that Upper Level – how God is weaving himself all
the way through the story of crea on, the story of history, and your story too.
For example, if you read Genesis, it is like the start of a big movie. And if you miss the beginning, you’re going
to miss some important stuﬀ! Characters and plotlines are introduced. If you miss that, you’re going to be lost!
Genesis 1-3 is like the ﬁrst minutes of a movie. You are introduced right away to main characters, themes and
storylines. So, who is the main character? Look at the story! “In the beginning GOD created the heavens and the
earth.” The main character is God! We call it GOD’S WORD – it is HIS story.
Now the way God tells us his story is by interweaving it into our story. And so right oﬀ the bat, you have the
main character – God – but also sub-characters: Adam and Eve – humanity, woman and man.
Then you have ac on: “In the beginning, God CREATED the heavens and the earth.” God is the creator. That
means God gives life, sustains life. It means that God is in mately connected to everything. Remember the two
levels! Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, the lower story some mes feels so pressing and urgent that we
forget that God is even present! Let alone he is interwoven! But if we look, we will see traces of him! His
ﬁngerprints are all over crea on!
In many ways, God’s ﬁngerprints are seen in the faces of those si;ng and living around us. Because in the
beginning God did create the heavens and the earth – but God created humanity in a special manner. Everything in
the beginning was formless and void; God forms and ﬁlls. God gives light and darkness, land and water, trees and
vegetables, and animals. And then, the story con nues, God does something unique. A=er all the forming and
ﬁlling, God creates humanity!
But God does it in a special way – he created humanity “in the image of God” (his own image!) “he created
them – male and female, he created them!” Humanity is created to be the image bearers of God, created to be in
close rela onship with God.
And how would we characterize things in the beginning – how would we characterize the rela onship? It was
good! It was very good.
The rela onship that we had with God, because we were made in his image, was very, very good. God does
not force his love on crea on. As he creates man and woman, it was totally free. It was total freedom of choice.
God places Adam and Eve in the garden – the garden of paradise, the very good garden! – and gives them
everything they need! Including total freedom!
But then the tempter comes: “Did God really say?” If you think about it, what was the tempter ques oning? He
was ques oning the rela onship between God and humanity! It’s as if the tempter is saying: ‘Can you trust God?
Really? Look around you! Why would God withhold even one piece from you? He’s trying to hold you down!’ The
tempter is trying to ques on the rela onship! Adam and Eve are in a predicament.
God said, “Don’t eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” For your own protec on, for your own sake,
choose well! And what do they choose? Selﬁshness, not the rela onship. They ate out of selﬁshness and they fell
into sin.
— continued on page 2

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify the church
office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
2/3
2/10
2/17
2/24
Lauren Teeple

10:30 AM
Abigale McNamara
Ethan Miller
Rocco Bergquist
Elijah Hendrickson

ALTAR GUILD: (Ask a friend and sign up together!)
— continued from front page
Have you ever wondered why we call it a “fall” into sin? Go back to the two stories! In the beginning there
was only one story. But when we sin, we fall away from God’s story and we choose our own story. When we fall
into sin, our life is separated from him.
But Scripture says, “All is NOT lost!” There will be one who will restore the rela onship. In the book of
Colossians, we read this:
“For in him [Jesus Christ], all things were created, things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones…all things were created through him and by him. He is before all things and in him all
things hold together. He is the head of the body the church!...And through him, God was pleased to
RECONCILE to himself all things by making peace through his blood. Once you were alienated (the
rela,onship was broken and sha-ered) and enemies…but now he has RECONCILED you by Christ!”
The en rety of Scripture is summed up in the rela onship. What was once perfect and unbroken is now
fallen and broken. You were at one me close to God; but in sin, the rela onship is
broken and the stories are separated.
But in Christ, as he is li=ed up, he brings the two stories together! It’s a beau ful
image of reconcilia on. Two stories coming together. You cannot make sense of the
two stories without Jesus Christ.
What’s the applica on of all this? I share at least two:
First, God is in mately connected to everything that happens in crea on, even in
our individual lives. He is not distant. And for many of us, especially in our culture, this
is a paradigm shi=. God is not distant, but ac vely involved. We see that presence and
ac vity all the way through the story.
And second, you are extremely special to God. Having been created in his image,
he does everything relentlessly to restore that rela onship, to reconcile the
brokenness. He will fall short of nothing to bring you back to himself, because he considers you that special.
I want to encourage you to read through Scripture and see the wonders of God’s love for you! Next month,
we will pick up a diﬀerent Scripture story and see God at work again.
I pray that you have a blessed life of reading and learning God’s Word!

Pastor Jeff Teeple

Kardia Ladies’ Bible Study
Are you looking for an opportunity to
study God’s Word? To get to know
other women from throughout the
community? We would love to have
you join us for Kardia — a women’s
Bible study that meets on Thursday
evenings throughout the year. Women
from congrega ons throughout our
community gather at Peace to
encourage one another and grow in
their faith.
For more informa on, please contact

Kardia members
packed hundreds
of Opera on
Christmas Child
shoeboxes into
larger boxes for
shipping!

For the past several weeks the
quilters have been sewing Mystery
Quilts again this year. Seven quilts
will soon be donated to a chemo
facility to help cancer patients keep
warm while receiving treatment.

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS
will warm your hearts and keep your spirit
on fire as we traverse through the winter
months of 2019. Men & women of Peace
meet each Thursday from 9:30-11am,
focusing on a video Bible Study “Anxious
for Nothing” by popular author & pastor
Max Lucado. While anxiety is a part of life,
it doesn't have to dominate life. Come
join us as we name the stresses of our
every day life and claim the promises of
God found in Scripture to cope, overcome,
and find the calm offered to us, even in a
chaotic world.

A Beginner Quilting Class
will be offered for 5 weeks starting at 9:30 am on
Wednesday, February 20th, meeting for 1 hour
(or more). Patti Haffner will teach
a different quilt block each week.
You may make 2 blocks per week
or as many as you need for the
size of quilt you are making.
Learn many techniques for all
different patterns. Bring a pencil
and notebook for the first class. No charge, but
must have basic sewing skills. (You may bring
your own fabric or purchase fabric supplies at the
class.) Call 260-624-5881 with questions.

COMING May 4, 2019 — Craft Day

Another Season is Underway!
By Deac Gina Teeple

Our new season of Upward is oﬀ to an amazing start! We have a total of 145 par cipants
this year— 116 basketball players and 29 cheerleaders! Over the next several weeks, these
basketball players and cheerleaders will spend me developing their exis ng skills and
learning new ones.
Par cipants don’t just improve their game at Upward, though—they learn how to play the
game with integrity. More importantly, they learn about the love of Christ and how to
share that love with others. Par cipants receive special stars based on how they play the
game each week. They also learn about a diﬀerent virtue, what the bible says about that
virtue, and how to apply it in their lives.
We hope you can join us for a game or two this season. We would love to see you there!

2019 Upward Virtues
HONOR
Bo om Lines: Honor others by pu;ng
them ﬁrst. Honor others by giving them a
chance.
Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor
others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10
ENDURANCE
Bo om Lines: I can s ck with it even when
things don’t go my way. I can s ck with it
because God is with me.
Verse: Blessed is the person who keeps on
going when ,mes are hard. James 1:12
FAITH
Bo om Lines: The story of Jesus changes
how I forgive others. The story of Jesus is
for everybody.
Verse: Faith is being sure of what we hope
for. It is being certain of what we do not
see. Hebrews 11:1

Upward Stars
Blue Star = Eﬀort
What does it mean to show eﬀort? It
means working hard to try your best at all
mes.
Gold Start = Sportsmanship
What does it mean to show
sportsmanship? It means trea ng the
people you play with and against the
same way you want to be treated.
White Star = Christlikeness
What does it mean to be Christ-like? It
means doing your best to imitate Jesus in
every way—through words, a;tude, and
ac ons. It means loving others and
following God’s Word in the Bible.
Gray Star = Oﬀense
What should you do when you play
oﬀense? The oﬀense tries to move the
ball forward together as a team to score a
basket.
Red Star = Defense
What should you do when you play
defense? The defense is responsible for
preven ng points from being scored.

What Does It Take To Become A Stephen Minister?
(and what do you receive in return?)
You've heard the “buzz” around Peace that we are becoming a STEPHEN MINISTRY
congregation, joining thousands of other churches throughout the world in providing a
distinctively caring ministry to those struggling with life issues and challenges among us.
We have informed and shared with you how this ministry can enhance the caring
ministry already taking place at Peace. Now is the time to move forward and begin! The
excitement is growing!! You're wondering: Is this right for me? Following are some
guidelines that should help ;you in your decision making.
GIFTS – a Stephen Minister is a person with the gift of mercy who shows compassion
and gives encouragement to the person he/she cares for.
COMMITMENT – A Stephen Minister devotes time, energy and resources to this ministry. In return he/she
participates in meaningful ministry, makes a major difference in another person's life and grows as a
blessed child of God.
TRAINING – A Stephen Minister completes 50 hours of training before meeting with a care receiver.
Listening, assertiveness, confidentiality are only a few of the skills learned & practiced in training. The
“frosting on the cake” comes with twice monthly Supervision & Continuing Education meetings where your
skills become richer and deeper and relationships strengthen.
DEDICATED SERVICE & ACCOUNTABILITY – A Stephen Minister serves wholeheartedly. This is not a
casual ministry. It involves prayer, thought, consideration, study and commitment. A Stephen Minister is
accountable to God, Peace Lutheran Church, the Stephen Leaders and each other. In return, he/she
receives support, encouragement and guidance in Small Group Peer Supervision and Continuing Education.
Stephen Ministry is an experience of continuous learning, growth, and joy.
Our first TRAINING CLASS is on the horizon but first comes the most important process of Identifying,
Interviewing and Selection of candidates of men and women of Peace. The Holy Spirit may be calling
you to the joy, commitment, growth, training & service of being a Stephen Minister. Join your Stephen
Leaders in Prayer for God's guidance as you consider this opportunity. Bring your questions to them, pick
up a job description, and as the Lord leads, complete an application You will then be contacted by the
Leadership Team for an interview. God bless!!
PEACE STEPHEN LEADERSHIP TEAM
Pastor Jeff Teeple, Rick Kirkton, Ellen Luepke

Family Promise
The mission of Family Promise is to help homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable
independence through a community-based response. Guests are connected with community and social
work partners to help them obtain jobs and/or housing, as needed. Other programs available help
people learn how to be a better employee, how to be a better renter, and financial
literacy. Updates at Facebook: Family Promise of Branch County
Thank you to the Board of Directors of Peace for donating $1,000 to Family Promise
at the end of 2018 to help this mission achieve their goals.
Also, in November and December, attendees at Peace donated $11.69 in change to the
2-liter bottle on the Connections Desk in the west entrance.
"...Most people think that a person becomes homeless, poof, just like that. It's never simple and it's
always tragic. They're often good at heart but (many are) simply incapable of handling the
responsibilities that society thrusts upon them--credit cards, layaway plans, monthly payments, bank
loans. Things just keep adding up until one day they find themselves out on the street with no place to
go. And it's the children who suffer the most..."

Friday Fun Nights!
February 1st and March 1st at 5:45 pm
What are Friday Fun Nights? It is exactly what it sounds like — an
opportunity to gather together, get to know one another, and do
something fun. The idea is to keep it preNy simple. Most of the
me all you need to do is show up….and maybe bring your favorite
snack to share!
Who should a end Friday Fun Nights?
This event is open to EVERYONE!
Please see Gina Teeple with any ques ons or ideas for future
Friday Fun Nights.

Growing in God’s Word
What we are learning in Sunday School this month:
Sunday, February 3rd—Moses: Escape from Egypt
Born a Hebrew slave and raised as a prince of Egypt, Moses was torn between two iden es. As
Moses grew into adulthood, his thoughts and aﬀec ons turned away from Egypt and toward his
fellow Hebrews. One day, he witnessed an Egyp an mistrea ng a Hebrew slave and decided to
take revenge. A=erward Moses was terriﬁed of Pharaoh, so escaped to the wilderness.

Sunday, February 10th—Moses: The Burning Bush
Understanding who God is leads to true courage. Moses le= Egypt because he was afraid of
Pharaoh. When God calls to Moses from the burning bush, He tells Moses to go back to Egypt to
deliver the people of Israel. Moses’ courage does not come from who he is. Instead, his courage
comes from who God is — the great “I AM”!

Sunday, February 17th—The Ten Plagues
In freeing His people from slavery in Egypt, God was able to demonstrate to His
people that He was very much real and that He cared for them. It also presented
an opportunity for God to display His supremacy over the false gods the
Egyp ans worshiped.

Sunday, February 24th—Luther’s Small Cat—Bap sm
Today we are talking about how bap sm brings us in to the family of God!

