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January Newsletter, 2019
As we start the New Year, I want to share with you some devoonal
thoughts that I have gathered over the years – some of these thoughts are
from others, some of these thoughts are from my pen. But all of it is shared
with you in mind. May God bless your 2019!
Pastor Jeﬀ Teeple
Did you know that the month of January gets its name from Janus – the Roman god of beginnings and endings.
Janus is the two-faced hybrid that looks both forwards and backwards. That’s something we all do quite a bit at
this me of year. We are looking backwards and forward simultaneously – and that is probably where a lot of
resoluons come from. Typically resoluons have to do with things that we don’t like, things we have failed to do
in the past. Or maybe things that we have put oﬀ doing, but should. So we resolve. We think ahead. We make a
plan. We’re going to act this year. We will lose weight, lower cholesterol, exercise more, get along with the
grang person, give up the bad habit. We will change! we think to ourselves. Isn’t that remarkable?
I wonder if, in your imaginaon, you could see a lily of the ﬁeld doing something similar. This year, the lily might
say, I will grow taller than all the other ﬂowers around me. This year I
will be more vibrant, a-ract more bees to my petals. Does it sound
silly? In a way, yes. Too o.en we spoil God’s own design for good by
our own self-consciousness. By a self-conscious eﬀort to be be-er,
more producve, consistent and useful, a be-er version of ourselves–
by being problem solvers on ourselves and those around us. By giving
up exisng and constantly looking for something be-er. TV – its all
about trying to get your life be-er. All the commercials – all that you
hear this me of year – its all about how you could be living a be-er
life. And so we run breathlessly from Oprah and Dr. Phil – somebody
who will tell us what we need to do to get a be-er life. We run to the
self-help aisle, in search of peace. We click incessantly through endless websites to tell us how to be-er
ourselves, and we are constantly dissasﬁed. And in one very real way, we are stunng our own spiritual growth.
Now, I’m not talking about a realisc evaluaon or thought about our sinfulness and the way in which that sin
has been put to death by Jesus and a new person has risen. I’m not talking about that; though that is true. We
are by nature sinful and unclean –we sin in our thoughts, words and deeds, things we have done, things we have
failed to do. But as Chrisans we confess that we are not going to try to make ourselves a be-er person, I’m
simply going to fess up This is who I am, this is my identy. And God comes right back and says, You are forgiven;
you are my child. And actually as important and foundaonal and life changing as THAT is, there’s even more.
And that is what I’m talking about here. In addion to the new life that you have in Jesus Christ, in addion to
your new reality, the new you that is because of what God has done, not what you do, we have a new
opportunity to simply be. Be who it is who God wants us to be.
If you think all the way back to the garden of Eden, Adam and Eve are told “Exist! Be frui;ul. Mulply. Tend the
Garden. Be who I created you to be.” And the Tempter says, “Oh, listen. God isn’t telling you the truth. You could
be more than who you are.” And there is the seed of doubt. And that is the start of our breathless search
towards being someone we are not, rather than someone we are – created and meant to be.
As you approach this new life, is your concentraon on yourself and your problems, or on the One who is your
soluon? To ask it another way, are you trying to keep your eyes on BOTH yourself and your God? A li/le there…
and a li/le Here for me.
( — continued on the next page)

(continued)
Think back to the lilies. Their enre existence is waking up in the morning
and turning toward the sun. The sun which is their source of life.
The Son who is the source of life for us. Jesus’ teaching that real growth in
spiritual life, does not depend on our own self-absorbed concentraon on
ourselves. But it depends on our concentraon on God. Where is your focus?
Who or what are you paying a-enon to?
God knows our situaon. He does not keep us immune from trouble. Rather
he says I will be with you – I am with you always to the end of the age. Then
Paul says, I am convinced that neither death nor life…Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Rejoice! in the Lord always! Let your gentleness be evident to all. Don’t be anxious about
anything, but be the Child of God you are. There it is – life like a lily of the ﬁeld or a bird of the air, and how much
more valuable than the birds or grass?!
You know it is true that the people who inﬂuence us most are not those who corner us and tell us how to live
worry-free, but those who live their lives like the stars in heaven and the lilies in the ﬁeld: perfectly, simply, and
unaﬀectedly. Those are the lives that mold us. That is the life of Christ.
God says “I tell you, do not worry.” He means “Come to me, and I will give you rest.” God says
“I am. I am in the midst of your challenges and joys, highs and lows. I am. I am. I am.”
In this new Year, our resoluons more o.en than not are going to fail. But as Chrisans we
know that it isn’t what we do that really changes our life. It isn’t by our own works, eﬀorts or
a-empts that change our lives. But it is always, always, always because of and through God.
And that is a good reminder for tonight –and every day of our lives.
God is with us always, because he is the great I AM.

———————————————————————————

Funeral Planning Workshop
This month, we will be offering a Bible study and
workshop on Christian funerals. While this might
seem like a dark topic to be discussing, when we
approach it with eyes of faith we can begin to see
that even during funerals our faith in Jesus Christ
can be strong and vibrant. Christian funerals can
be opportunities to focus on the work of God in
our lives; Christian funerals can bring, to those
who mourn and grieve, “a peace that passes all
understanding.”
Our workshop will be in three parts. The first part
is Eight Myths about Death and Dying; the second
part is Tears Mixed with Hope – the Funeral
Service; and the third part is Confessing Christ
with My Funeral. In all, the workshop will be about
2 hours long. We would like to have food available
for those who want to attend so we will have a
sign-up sheet available at the Connections Desk in
the entryway. There is no cost. We hope and pray
that this will be a useful and faith-filled time of
consideration and learning!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Winter is the perfect season to
work on this warm project.
As the shawls are finished, they
may be left in the church kitchen
or taken to the sewing rooms.
Thank you for your help.
The Peace Knitting group meets the 1st and
3rd Monday of each month from 1-3:00 PM.
Contact Eunice Hoover with any questions.

——————————————
WINGS OUTREACH
We will be collecting the over-the-counter
medications for Concordia Seminary in Fort
Wayne during the month of January:
Tylenol (adult & children’s)
Ibuprofen
Allergy medications
Cough medications
Motrin

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part
of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
1/6
1/13
1/20
Brady Baas
1/27

10:30 AM
Dane Lantz
Lane King
Oliver Koch
Braden Toigo

ALTAR GUILD: Sandy Heilman, Kay Donaldson, Carol Gepfert

A Blessed
New Year
to all!
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE
CLASS resumes 9:30-11:00am, on
January 3 of a brand new year!!
Come, bring a friend, set this time
aside each week to join men and
women, members and friends of
Peace in Bible Study and Fellowship.
We begin the new year
with a study written by
Max Lucado, “Anxious
for Nothing”... finding
“calm” in a chaotic
world.

You Are Always Welcome!

The Lutheran Witness
It is time for our congregation to subscribe to
the LUTHERAN WITNESS. Read about exciting
ways the gospel is brought to people everywhere,
learn how Christians support those in need, share
in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more
informed about our church’s activities. For $11.00/
year, you can keep in touch with the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod congregations in our
district, in the United States and worldwide.
Return this form along with the subscription cost of
$11.00 by January 13, 2019.
(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church)
NAME ____________________________
ADDRESS _________________________

_________________________
__ Renewal

__ New Subscription

WINGS - A CUP AND A PRAYER FOR JANUARY 2019
How comforting a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate is on a cold, winter’s day!
How comforting we can be to those who are especially experiencing “winter” in
their lives. During January – each day at 8:30am - you are invited to join WINGS
prayer warriors in daily prayer while sipping on a cup of your choice of a hot
beverage. Create your prayer space with a warm quilt, rocking chair, quiet
corner or whatever it takes to provide your atmosphere for prayer.
If you would like to be included in an email that updates our prayer topics and reminds you to pray,
please send an email to Judy at kjscharp@mchsi.com. If you are already on the WINGS email
list, you will automatically receive this at the beginning of each week.






 

Dec. 31 – Jan. 4
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Those
Those
Those
Those
Those

January 7 – 11
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

  





 

 



Men in our congregation and beyond
men
men
men
men
men

in our congregation who are dads
who are leaders in our church
who are heads of households
on our military list
in leadership in our country

Children in our congregation

Children with special needs
Those who teach children in our church
Parents, grandparents and great-grandparents
Those who work with children in our church and community
Children experiencing difficult home /school life

Youth in our congregation

Youth with special needs or issues
Those who work with youth in our church
Parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents
Those who are confirmed, but not active at Peace
Those who are confirmed and active at Peace

Jan. 28 – Feb. 1
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday



Those women in our congregation who are moms
Those women who are leaders in our church
Those women who are heads of households
Women in crisis in our church and community
Those women in leadership in our country

January 21 – 25
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday



Women in our congregation and beyond

January 14 – 18
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

 

Ministries in our congregation

Wee Creations Preschool/Daycare and its staff
Upward Sports and its coaches
Choir, Handbells, Saturday night worship leaders
Sewing and Crafts Sisters and their mission projects
New, upcoming ministries – e.g. Stephen’s Ministries

“Pray without ceasing.”

(1 Thessalonians 5:17)



 

NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS & HELPING HANDS!
We are anticipating another amazing Upward season! We have children already
registered for basketball and cheerleading, and we aren’t even to our second
evaluation! Please prayerfully consider how you can help support this awesome
ministry!
What is Upward? Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for age 4—Grade 6.
When? Practice Tuesdays & Thursdays 5-8 pm
Games are on Saturdays beginning at 8 am on January 26, 2019
Dates? January 8th—March 2nd
Where? Peace Lutheran Church Gym
How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!!
Volunteers needed:
• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches
• Cheerleading Coaches
• Referees
Please contact Scott Miller if you can help!
• Prayer Partner
upward@plcms.org
• Advertising
• Greeters
• Scorekeepers
• Evaluations & Orientation Volunteers
• Concessions
• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew

Many of these positions require an hour or less per week!

Can you help?
Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner

Christmas 2018 AdoptAdopt-A-Family
A special thank you to everyone who participated in
this year’s adopt-a-family program! We were able to
sponsor FIVE families this year! Each family received:
• Two gifts per adult (one clothing item and one gift
item)
• Three gifts per child (two clothing items and one
gift item)
• A laundry basket full of nonperishable items
• A $50 gift card to purchase perishable items
• A family bible
• A Christmas devotional
Each family also received two cases of diapers and a
case of wipes, thanks to funding received from a
Thrivent Action Team!

We had so many items to deliver, we
had to bring the bus!

Friday Fun Night! — February 1 at 5:45 pm
What are Friday Fun Nights? It is exactly what it sounds like—an opportunity to
gather together, get to know one another, and do something fun. The idea is to keep
it pretty simple. Most of the time all you need to do is show
up….and maybe bring your favorite snack to share!
Who should attend Friday Fun Nights?
This event is open to EVERYONE!
Please see Gina Teeple with any questions or ideas for future
Friday Fun Nights.

Special Gifts — 2018
Thanks to your generous support over the
last year, as a congregation we were able to
support the following CHARITIES with special
gifts at the close of 2018. We are indeed:

“Blessed to be a Blessing.”
Thanks again, for your amazing outreach.
Local Missions
Boomerang Backpack
CASA of Northeastern Indiana
Compassion Pregnancy Center
Faith Community Health Clinic
Family Promise
Fremont Food Bank
Project Help of Steuben County
RISE
Steuben County Luke 3:11 Coat Ministry
Steuben County Council on Aging
Turning Point
Women in Transition

SAVE YOUR
POP TABS
The Land of Lakes Lion’s Club is collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald
House in Ft. Wayne.
This is an on-going project so whenever
you collect a cup or bag full, bring them
in to church and
put them in the
five gallon bucket
marked with the
Lion’s Club decal.
It will be in the
copy
machine
room under the
desk. Thank you.

2018
$1000
$500
$500
$1250
$1000
$250
$2000
$500
$500
$1000
$1000
$500
$10,500

Regional Missions
Hope in a Handbag
$500
Lutheran Military Veterans & Families
$500
Lutheran Senior Care Ministry
$1000
Lutheran Social Services of NE Indiana
$1000
Ray of Hope (Children needing special surgeries) $500
Worship for Shut-Ins
$1000
$5000
National/International Missions
Adopt-A-Student
$2000
English District Mission
$500
Hope Seeds
$150
Lutherans for Life
$500
The Lutheran Hour (LLL)
$500
Lutheran World Relief
$500
MAG Aviation (Paul Jones)
$500
Make-A-Wish (IMO Seth Potts)
$250
Wheatridge Ministries
$100
$5000
Grand Total $20,500

To God alone be the glory!

Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992”

January 2019
December was a fun filled, busy month at Wee Creations! This year Wee Creations has been incredibly
blessed by the ladies from WINGS. To kick of the year, the ladies packed wonderful “Welcome Back to
School” presents for all of our teachers, then they showered our classrooms with Christmas presents too. We
closed out December with an amazing Christmas program featuring our children! The church was packed, the
children did a wonderful job, and we had some amazing people from Peace who came to host hospitality and
greet our families with Christmas carols! We were especially thankful for Pastor’s voice as our narrator and Judy
Scharpenberg on the piano. What a blessing!
We would like to extend a hearty thank you to all the people of Peace. The first-class facility (classrooms,
playground, gym, sanctuary, everything!) that Peace offers to the families of Wee Creations is the best in our
area! Our rooms are so big, well lit, CLEAN, and well-equipped. It is truly a blessing to come to work each day
knowing that our building is safe, secure and that our children are
being cared for by an extremely qualified and loving staff! Thank you
for giving WCM a beautiful facility! Thank you for maintaining our
beautiful facility. Thank you for enthusiastically supporting Wee
Creations thorough purchasing EDGE cards, Thrivent Choice
donations, envelop contributions, donations and memorials! Thank
you for your continued support!
The Staff and Board of Wee Creations would like to wish you
and your family a blessed Holiday Season! Keep us in your prayers as
we reach out to the families of Wee Creations, and thank you again
for your continued support!

Servants of Christ— Sara Miller & Staff

This is one of the most exciting Newsletter Articles to share with our
Peace Family and what an appropriate time as we begin a new year full
of ministry and service to the Lord Whose birthday we have just
celebrated with song & thanksgiving. You have probably at least
hummed the tune recently “Do You See What I See?” and to that we
add the question: “Do you Know what I Know?” Peace STEPHEN
MINISTRY Leadership Team hopes and prays that with all the articles
in the Newsletters of Fall 2018 and the bulletin “blurbs” we've shared on
STEPHEN MINISTRY, that the answer is a resounding “YES!!!”
January is the month when you will hear “the plan”, get questions answered about the ministry,
and find out the procedure (interview) for becoming a Stephen Minister. At a congregational
Information Mtg. (tba), for all members, we will share that Stephen Ministry is a “fullcongregational ministry. We will learn together what it means to 'THINK STEPHEN” as we
intentionally care for each other and we encourage EVERY member of Peace to attend this
important gathering. Watch for bulletin announcements & “live” announcements on Sunday
mornings for time & date.
So now you “see what wee see” and soon will “know what we know” about STEPHEN
MINISTRY at Peace. God bless you, every one, as we begin a new year of service to our Lord
and to each other.
Stephen Ministry Team

What is a FROZEN PANTRY and how does it work?
Our Frozen Pantry has recently been restocked with delicious meals! A special thank you to
Pam Hall and all of the ladies who assembled these meals at the freezer meal workshop!
I have received some questions about the Frozen Pantry, so I thought it might be good to
explain what it is and how it works!
What is the Frozen Pantry?
It’s exactly what you think it is! A “pantry” (actually a freezer)
full of delicious frozen meals.
Why do we have a Frozen Pantry?
Having a Frozen Pantry allows us to bring meals immediately
to local people and families in need, such as those celebrating
the birth of a child, or suffering from illness or loss.
Where does the food come from?
Pam Hall has graciously agreed to lead a Freezer Meal
Workshop a few times a year. Everyone is welcome at these
workshops! Participants will have the opportunity to make
meals for their own families as well as for our Frozen Pantry.
Meals for the Frozen Pantry have been paid for using Thrivent
Action Team money.
If you or someone you know is in need of a meal for any reason, or if you are interested in
participating in our meal ministry, please contact Gina Teeple.

