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Dear friends in Christ,
Have you ever considered the power of thanks giving?
Now, I am not simply referring to the holiday. Rather, I am talking about the act of saying “Thank You.”
Have you ever considered how powerful those two words are? They seem like such little words. How
much of a difference could they make anyway?
Well, consider this: have you ever given a gift to someone – say at a wedding, a shower, or a birthday
party – and the person forgot to send a thank you? How does that make you feel? Hurt? Angry?
Slighted? (And on the other side of the coin, I wish I could say that I have never forgotten to send a Thank You,
but I know I have. How embarrassing!)
“Thank You” is a powerful phrase!
Sometimes worse, you may even feel frustration after giving thanks! Here’s the situation: you, the
thank-er, thank the giver; then the giver tries to dismiss it by saying, “Oh, it was nothing” or “No
problem.” All at once, the gift is diminished and you, the one giving thanks, feel empty.
Being in the habit of regular “Thank you!” and “You’re welcome!” is God-pleasing because, ultimately,
thanks are being given to God. Search the Scriptures on this one: the Psalms are full of thanks (Psalms
7, 28, 100, 107, 118, 136, to name just a few!). Jesus teaches us to give thanks in His parables (Luke
17) as an act of worship to God. And, finally, the picture in heaven is one of the whole company giving
thanks to God for all eternity (Revelation 7)!
In our giving thanks – even to each other! – we recognize God as the Giver. When we as Christians
genuinely offer heartfelt thanks to God and one another, we are drawing each others’ attention first and
foremost to the One who gave Himself – Jesus Christ! God gives – and we say Thank you!
By the way, it’s also okay to accept a “Thank you” now and then. Graciously saying “You’re welcome”
expresses the value you have for yourself in God. It can demonstrate that what you gave was your
best. It can show that you recognize your role in the body of Christ – and that brings joy to God!
You are important! God has made you important! Don’t sell yourself short!
As Christians, saying “Thank you” and “You’re welcome” aren’t simply good manners! Rather, because
we are Christian, saying “Thank you” and “You’re welcome” become excellent ways of praising God for
the work He accomplishes through His people.
Now you see the power of thanks!
With that in mind, I want to say Thank You!
Thank you for all the ways that you have and continue to care for me. These past months have been
some of the most challenging of my life. You have been patient and kind. I am deeply grateful. Thank
you for your prayers and for your encouragements. Thank you for your meals and cards and all the
ways you have offered your help. Thank you for your Christian love. It has been humbling. Thank you!
Thank you also for all the ways that you demonstrate Christ’s love: here at church as volunteers, on
boards and committees, or in Wee Creations, Sunday School and children’s activities; in the community;
at the hospital; in the nursing homes; in the schools; at your work! It is a great encouragement to see
all of you involved in your activities and bringing glory to God! Thank you!
May the God of Peace be with you!
Pastor Jeff Teeple

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up in the Narthex.
Contact one of our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a
part of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
11/4
11/11
11/18 Lauren Teeple
11/25

10:30 AM
Braden Toigo
Ethan Miller
Elijah Hendrickson
Mya Ball

ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Aldrich, Karla Cordes

Church Text Messages & Email App
To sign up for church text messages:
Send a text to the number 81010.
In the message type “@peacefre”.
You will receive a text asking for your name.
Respond with your first and last name.
You will receive text messages from Pastor Teeple
regarding church closings.

If you ha
you do n ve already sign
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ot need
to sign u up,
p again.

To sign up for church emails:
In your Internet browser, type www.remind.com/join/peacefre
Click on “Email” and type in your email address.
Click “Enter”.
You will receive a verification email in your inbox.
Click on the link to verify your email.
You will receive emails from Pastor Teeple regarding church closings or
other important information.
FAMILY PROMISE

Thursday
Mornings
9:30 AM

Join us
each week!

Opportunities for Mission Service
On October 12th, 7 Peace people supplied an evening meal for 12 Family
Promise guests, 7 adults and 5 teenagers and children. A church in Coldwater was
hosting for its second week in a row but needed help with meals. Thank you to
those who donated to the meal of tacos and toppings, baked beans, cake, and ice
cream. If you are a new person who would like to help donate food for a future
meal, please contact Susan Fisher at 517-238-5302.
Drivers are needed for November 11-18 and December 30 - January 6. Please
consider marking these dates on your calendar now.
Thank you for your dimes and other contributions that will help buy supplies
for the Day Center of Family Promise. In August and September, $27.08 was
collected. The 2-liter bottle remains on the Opportunity Desk for your contributions.
A possible scenario in the life of a Family Promise guest: I am so
thankful for a Family Promise place to stay for my child and me. Also for my job at
the restaurant. However, my boss started me on days because I had child care
available then and could walk the 3 miles to work. But now she wants me to close
at night. It means more money per hour, but there's no one to care for my kid, and
I will have to bum a ride from co-worker
(male) or walk to the host church in the
dark, after midnight, a woman alone on
the streets. I'm afraid I'll lose my job if I
say "no". Whatever do I do?

Friday Fun Night!
November 2nd at 5:45 pm
What are Friday Fun Nights? It is exactly what it sounds like—an
opportunity to gather together, get to know one another, and do
something fun. The idea is to keep it prey simple. Most of the
!me all you need to do is show up….and maybe bring your favorite
snack to share!
Who should aend Friday Fun Nights? This event is open to EVERYONE!
Please see Gina Teeple with any ques!ons or ideas for future Friday Fun Nights.

Advent by Candlelight
7:00 PM

Wednesday, December 5, 2018

Plan to attend our “Advent By Candlelight” this year for prayer, music, and a dessert buffet! This year
we welcome a musician from Bolingbrook, Illinois named Jim Hendricks. Jim is an accomplished pianist
and will be playing mostly Christmas music for our gathering. You can preview his playing by going to
his website: jimhendricksmusic.com.
From his biography: “Pianist Jim Hendricks grabbed the attention of
musicians and family members as a young child with the uncanny ability
to play anything he heard on records and memorize any printed music
that came across the piano. While still in grammar school, Jim was able to
transcribe by ear complex harmonies and melodies – without the use of a piano. He continued intensive
musical studies and was considered a professional as a teenager.
“After high school, Jim performed with such legends as Dave Brubeck (piano duets), Della Reese, Rita
Moreno, Tito Puente, Maynard Ferguson, Jack Jones, Louie Bellson, Clark Terry, Arturo Sandoval, John
Davidson, Jon Faddis, and many others. He also competed in numerous international piano
competitions, was a featured orchestral soloist performing the piano music of Rachmaninoff, and was
granted a music professorship by the age of twenty-five.
“While he was on tour with the Glenn Miller Orchestra (the band still continues its concert tours since
Miller’s death in the War), Jim felt a very strong call from the Lord to use his musical gifts for the glory
of God. Already being a dedicated Christian for many years, he knew it was time to follow his calling
into Christian ministry.
“Since then, Jim has performed more than 1,300 Christian piano concerts in churches all across the
land, including several appearances at the former Crystal Cathedral. He has made fourteen piano
recordings, performed on ABC, CBS, TBN and PAX, authored the book Contemporary Arrangements for
Today’s Church Pianist, and been featured in Clavier piano journal. The Lord has greatly blessed his
decision to bring glory to Christ through music.”

Everyone is asked to bring an appetizer or dessert.
Advent by Candlelight is the kind of event that says “Welcome” to all who attend.

Freezer Meal Workshop
Fill your freezer while helping ﬁll the Frozen Pantry!

On the Menu
Ham & Cheese Quiche
Lasagna Roll Ups
White Chicken Chili
Garlic Chicken Drumsticks
Philly Cheesesteaks
Garlic Bread

Pam Hall will be hos!ng another Freezer Meal Workshop
in December. You can either help with prep work on
Saturday, December 1st, or help assemble meals on
Sunday, December 2nd.
Are you ready to sign up? You can do so on Facebook or
on the sign up sheet at the informa!on desk! Have a few
ques!ons? Please talk to Pam Hall or Gina Teeple.

Growing in God’s Word
What we are learning in Sunday School this month:
Sunday, November 4th—Learning to serve others
We receive many wonderful gi1s from God, and by the Grace of God we are
able to share those gi1s with others! Today in Sunday School we will be ﬁlling
Opera!on Christmas Child shoeboxes.

Sunday, November 11th—Abraham and Isaac
Abraham and his wife Sarah were too old to have children, but that didn't maer to God. God fulﬁlled His
promise, and they had a boy whom they named Isaac. Later, when God told Abraham to give up Isaac as a
sacriﬁce, Abraham obeyed. As Abraham readied himself to sacriﬁce his promised and beloved son, God
provided a subs!tute sacriﬁce. While God was able to spare Isaac, Jesus had to go through every awful
moment all on our behalf. God sacriﬁced his Son for the love of every single human being ever created.

Sunday, November 18th—Isaac and Rebekah
Abraham con!nued to trust in God when he sought to ﬁnd a wife for his son Isaac. He
devised a plan based upon what would be pleasing to God: Isaac’s wife must worship
God, not idols; she must be willing to return to the land God had chosen for Abraham,
and she must be willing to join the family in pursuing God’s promise in the land. God
blessed Abraham’s obedience and heart to please Him, and that blessing extended to
Abraham’s servant as well. God directed the servant’s eﬀorts to ﬁnd Rebekah, the
perfect bride for Isaac.

Sunday, November 25th—No Sunday School! Happy Thanksgiving!

HOW DOES STEPHEN MINISTRY WORK?! We hope
over the last few months, every member has heard about
this new ministry at Peace, either from worship bulletins or
newsletters, or word of mouth. Yet some things bear
repeating. In early summer of this year, Pastor Jeff and
member Rick Kirkton attended an intense week-long
training to familiarize themselves with this caring ministry, how to initiate it in our congregation, how to
seek and train care givers , how to identify potential care receivers and how to sustain such a ministry
at Peace Lutheran Church. Some of you have come from churches with Stephen Ministry in place. In fact,
some of you were trained & active caregivers in previous church homes. That's great! And we hope you
will consider “reactivating” here at Peace! Ellen Luepke joins the Leadership Team with her experience as a
Stephen Leader of 15 years at Concordia Lutheran Church, Ft. Wayne.
This Fall we have been in the “Building Awareness & Ownership” stage, sharing basic information &
hopefully whetting your appetite for more. Beginning in 2019 we will start identifying & interviewing
potential Caregivers for training that will begin shortly thereafter. More on that in December.
“Whatever You Did for the Least of These...You Did for ME...” In Matthew 25, Jesus says, “For I
was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a
stranger and you invited me in...” We have many opportunities to respond to Jesus' great love by showing
that love to others. Stephen Ministry is ONE way Peace can show great love to people who have deep
needs for care. It doesn't take the place of each of us fulfilling our Mission State as a “caring people”.
Stephen Ministry will ENHANCE that caring! So as you encounter people this week, this month, try asking
yourself “How can I show them Jesus, today?”
Stephen Ministry Leadership Team

What is Upward?
Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for ages 4—Grade 4 at Peace Lutheran Church!
Evalua)ons: Saturday, Dec. 15, 12:00-3:00 pm and Tuesday, January 8, 6:00-8:00 pm
Prac)ce Dates? Tuesdays & Thursdays January 16—March 2, 2019
Games on Saturday mornings
How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!!
Volunteers needed:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches
Cheerleading Coaches
Referees
Prac!ce Devo!on Leaders
Prayer Partner
Adver!sing

Many of these posions require an hour or less
per week! Can you help?
Sco Miller, Upward League Commissioner

•
•
•
•
•
•

Hal1ime Ac!vity Leader
Greeters
Scorekeepers
Evalua!ons & Orienta!on Volunteers
Concessions helpers
Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew

Please contact me if you can help!
upward@plcms.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
It is that !me again! We will soon begin assigning roles and
prac!cing for this year’s Sunday School Christmas program. If
you would like to act, play an instrument, sing, or help direct,
please see Amber V. or Gina T. All youth are highly
encouraged to par!cipate in some way!
A few willing and pa!ent parents are
needed to play with the kids in the gym
and feed them pizza while we are
prac!cing and recording in small groups.
THANKS!
Here is the prac)ce schedule:

Sunday, December 16th

December 2

at the 10:30 A.M. service.

December 9

The following supplies are being
collected for Concordia Seminary in
Fort Wayne during November:
Laundry supplies
Cleaning supplies
The seminary has the ability to
purchase products for much less.
So cash dona!ons go much further.
Gi1 cards from local Fort Wayne
merchants (e.g. Walmart, Meijer)
are very helpful.
EDGE cards may be purchased at
Peace, thus helping BOTH our
preschool/daycare AND the seminary.
They especially appreciate gi1 cards
during the holidays.
All gi1 cards and cash dona!ons
should be put into envelopes and
given to Judy Scharpenberg.

Actors
Lighting
Costumes
Youth Handbell Choir
Musicians

The Christmas program is

Sunday Nights from 5-7 P.M.

WINGS OUTREACH

We have spots for everyone!
everyone

Hurricane Relief
Thrivent Financial has recently
announced that they are currently
matching donations to extend
disaster assistance to those impacted
by Hurricane Michael and Hurricane
Florence in the United States.
You can donate up to 10K and have it
matched by Thrivent. You do not have to be a member of
Thrivent to have your donation matched. This opportunity is
only available until the end of 2018. It can only be done via
a computer by following the path of:

1) Go to Thrivent .com
2) Click on Help Now
3) Click on the disaster you chose to donate funds to
support their relief efforts then click on the organization
that you wish to donate your monies to (7 choices)

4) Fill in the information where your donation is to come

SHOEBOX PACKING DAY — SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4th

Operation Christmas Child!
On this Sunday, we will be packing shoeboxes with small inexpensive gifts for the
suffering children of the world. Each box will contain not only presents, but the gospel
message of hope in the recipient’s native language. Missionaries living in the villages
and towns where the boxes are distributed will tell the children about Jesus and lead
VBS-type programs to help them get to know Him better. Many people are impacted
dramatically by these simple shoebox gifts.

OCC Relay Center - 11th Year at Peace!!!
From November 12-19, our church will be serving as a place where other churches,
groups, and individuals can bring their completed shoe boxes. We will be open
specified hours during the week. If you are interested in helping at the relay center,
please sign up at the information desk or speak to Donna Biddle, 260-667-8616.
Peace members and friends have been very
generous with this project in the past. God has
blessed your work and generosity all over the
world. It will be fun to see what happens
again this year. Thank you in advance!

Remember to:

On Sunday,
November 4th,
Daylight Savings Time

