
 
Dear Friends at Peace, 
 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
 I treasure this Christmas carol. It is one of my favorites! All you have to do 
is give me the first word of this hymn, and immediately I am singing it – if not 
out loud, I am at least singing it in my head. 
 It is amazing how one little word starts the whole song: ‘Hark!’ 
But what a strange little word, isn’t it? ‘Hark!’ It isn’t a word that I use very 
often. It isn’t a word that I hear others using very often. I have heard the phrase 

‘to hark back’ – but even that phrase doesn’t get used too often.  
 ‘Hark!’ Boy, does that word make quite an entrance at Christmas time! 
 It turns out that this little word has an interesting history, or etymology. According to one 

website (etymonline.com), ‘Hark!’ was “used as a hunting cry to call attention.” Even more, to 
‘Hark back!’ originally referred to “hounds returning along a track when the scent has been lost, 
till they find it again.”  

 What an amazing image in the mind! The hunting group has gathered. Horses and dogs are 
anxious to begin the chase; the whole hunting party is excited for the hunt to begin. The cry goes 
up, ‘Hark!’ and all are called to attention. ‘Hark!’ is called, and ears and eyes are ready. And the 
chase begins! 

 But then ‘Hark back!’ Somewhere in the chase the scent was lost. ‘Hark back!’ means “Retrace 
your steps; where did we get off-track?” ‘Hark back!’ And find what we lost!  

 It seems to me that ‘Hark!’ and ‘Hark back!’ are great words for Christmas!  
 
 Hark! Caesar Augustus issues a decree, and Mary and Joseph have to return to Bethlehem  
  to be registered. 
 Hark! The time comes for the baby to be born! 
 Hark! The angels appear to the shepherds and call out “Glory to God in the highest,  
  and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests!”  
 Hark! The shepherds “spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.”  
 Hark! There is so much happening in the true Christmas story! So much beauty!  
  So much good news! 
  
 But maybe this Christmas feels different. Maybe for you it is time to ‘Hark back!’  
Maybe the Christmas story is so familiar that it feels like there is nothing worth paying attention to 

– ‘Hark back!’ and, along with Mary, treasure up all these things 
and ponder them in your heart. Maybe at Christmas time you notice 
that your life got off-track somewhere and you don’t like where you 
find yourself – ‘Hark back!’ and join the shepherds as they rush to 
the manger to see the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes.  
Maybe Christmas has become just a long list of things to do and it 
feels like you are perpetually behind – ‘Hark back!’ and find that 
true meaning is found, not in activities or gifts, but in a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.          
Maybe this Christmas is the first that you will be by yourself and 
you feel alone – ‘Hark back!’ and find the message of Immanuel – 
God With Us! 
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Whether this is a year to ‘Hark!’ or a year to 
‘Hark back!’ my prayer for you is that this Holiday 
you are able to grow in your faith toward God, and 
in your Christian love for those around you.  

Whether this is a year to ‘Hark!’ or a year to 
‘Hark back!’ my prayer for you is that you hear of 
the wonderful love of God for you and for all 
people.  

Whether this is a year to ‘Hark!’ or a year to ‘Hark back!’ my prayer for you is that you find 
opportunity to spend time in worship and be in the presence of our God – Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

I hope and pray that this Christmas is filled with true and lasting peace for you and yours.  
Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 

Special Holiday Worship Services 

Monday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Two evening services at: 5:00 & 8:00pm 
 

Monday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve 
One evening service at 6:00pm 
 

This might be a great time to invite a friend or neighbor to worship God!  
God bless you in this season with growth and peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
    Your loose change helps buy supplies for the Day 
Center where the guests work from during the day. 
The 2-liter bottle is at the Connections Center each 
Saturday and Sunday. 
    Peace drivers are needed December 30-January 
6th.  We drive next in March, 2019. 
 
Possible Scenario for a homeless person:   
     Things are going really well at my new job.  It's in 
town, so I can walk to work. Enough hours make it 
look like I could afford my part of the rent on an 
apartment and even some new clothes for my 
daughter. But just today, the boss told me that after 
Christmas, I would have only 14 hours work per week 
until April. At $10 an hour, that's only $560 per month. 
That's not enough to pay all the bills. What will I do 
then? 

    
    

“Beautiful Music … “Beautiful Music … “Beautiful Music … “Beautiful Music …     
is one is one is one is one     

of the most of the most of the most of the most 
magnificent magnificent magnificent magnificent     
and delightful and delightful and delightful and delightful 
presents God has presents God has presents God has presents God has 
given us.”given us.”given us.”given us.”    

— Martin Luther 



Dear Choir Members: 
 

January 9, 2019 
 

6 PM—Handbells 
7 PM—Adult Choir 

 
Start the New Year off right 

— Join us! 

December 

1 & 2, 2018 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Our 29th Year! 

Advent by CandlelightAdvent by CandlelightAdvent by CandlelightAdvent by Candlelight    
 

7:00 PM Wednesday, December 5, 2018 
 

Plan to attend our “Advent By Candlelight” this year for prayer, music, 
and a dessert buffet! This year we welcome a musician from 
Bolingbrook, Illinois named Jim Hendricks. Jim is an accomplished 
pianist and will be playing mostly Christmas music for our gathering. 
You can preview his playing by going to his website: 
jimhendricksmusic.com. 
 
From his biography: “Pianist Jim Hendricks grabbed the attention of 
musicians and family members as a young child with the uncanny ability 
to play anything he heard on records and memorize any printed music 
that came across the piano. While still in grammar school, Jim was able 
to transcribe by ear complex harmonies and melodies – without the use of a piano. He continued 
intensive musical studies and was considered a professional as a teenager. 
 
“After high school, Jim performed with such legends as Dave Brubeck (piano duets), Della Reese, Rita 
Moreno, Tito Puente, Maynard Ferguson, Jack Jones, Louie Bellson, Clark Terry, Arturo Sandoval, John 
Davidson, Jon Faddis, and many others. He also competed in numerous international piano 
competitions, was a featured orchestral soloist performing the piano music of Rachmaninoff, and was 
granted a music professorship by the age of twenty-five. 
 
“While he was on tour with the Glenn Miller Orchestra (the band still continues its concert tours since 
Miller’s death in the War), Jim felt a very strong call from the Lord to use his musical gifts for the glory 
of God. Already being a dedicated Christian for many years, he knew it was time to follow his calling 
into Christian ministry. 
 
“Since then, Jim has performed more than 1,300 Christian piano concerts in churches all across the 
land, including several appearances at the former Crystal Cathedral. He has made fourteen piano 
recordings, performed on ABC, CBS, TBN and PAX, authored the book Contemporary Arrangements for 
Today’s Church Pianist, and been featured in Clavier piano journal. The Lord has greatly blessed his 
decision to bring glory to Christ through music.” 
 

Everyone is asked to bring an appetizer or dessert. 
 

Advent by Candlelight is the kind of event that says “Welcome” to all who attend.  



  

PEACE YOUTH 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Lines are being rehearsed, angel costumes are being hung...it is that time of the year again! 

December 16th at the 10:30 A.M. service.   

Rehearsal Schedule 

December 2– 5-7 P.M. 

December 9–  5-7 P.M. 

December 16– Meet at 9:15 for Sunday School  

We will use this time to practice,  

get on costumes, etc. 

Growing in God’s Word 
What we are learning in Sunday School this month: 
 

Sunday, December 2nd—Jacob and Esau 

Jacob relied on his own abilities and strengths to scratch his way to the top, all the while not 

recognizing that his success was a direct result of God's blessing and work in his life. Many of the 

struggles and difficulties he faced could have been avoided if he had relied on God to provide for 

him rather than figuring out a way to make it happen on his own.   
 

Sunday, December 9th—Jacob’s Ladder 

Jacob had an extraordinary dream where he was given both a glimpse into heaven and a promise 

that would ultimately affect the entire world. God promised Jacob that through him, a great 

nation would be formed, and from that nation the Savior of the world would come. Jesus was the 

Messiah who came to bridge the gap between heaven and earth, between God and man.  
 

Sunday, December 16th—The Birth of Jesus  

Today we are learning about Jesus’ birth!  The Christmas story is the story 

of the greatest gift ever given: Jesus. In the package of one tiny baby, we 

were given so much...forgiveness of sins, a restored relationship with God, 

and the promise of eternal life! 

 

We will not have Sunday School on December 23rd or 30th! 



WINGS NOTES AND NEWS 
    

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bring 3-5 dozen cookies or 
other baked good.  If you have questions, please contact 
Donna Lagemann or Sandy Heilman. 

ALTAR FLOWERS — 2019 CALENDAR 

The new calendar for next year is up in the Fellowship Hall.  
There are many weeks available to choose from to sign up and 
purchase flowers that will beautify our sanctuary in the coming 
year.  You may also designate a special remembrance if you 
wish.  Cost is $40.  Contact Carol Gepfert with any questions. 

CARE OF THE ALTAR AREA 

Please consider signing up in the narthex to help with the busy 
December upkeep of our altar area.  Contact Carol Gepfert if you 
have questions about this WINGS ministry. 

January is our annual “A Cup and a Prayer” month.  
Join WINGS prayer warriors in a daily time of prayer 
while sipping a cup of your favorite  hot beverage.  
Create your prayer space with a warm quilt, rocking 
chair or a quiet corner. Details coming! 

SEWING SISTERS & CRAFTS 

The ladies are continuing to work on a Mystery Quilt and making 
Christmas party favors. In January, we will be making Sensory 
Weighted Blankets for Cameron. Coming in February will be an 
opportunity to sign up for a “Learn to Quilt” class. There is a 
limited class size. Please sign up soon! Join us any Wednesday 
at 9:30 am. There is always something fun and interesting to do! 

WINGS OUTREACH 
The following supplies are being 

collected for Concordia Seminary 

in Fort Wayne during December: 

 Stuffing  

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Rice and Noodles 

 Dried Beans 

Concordia Seminary has the ability 

to purchase products for much less. 

So cash donations go much further.   

Gift cards for  Walmart and Meijer 

are very helpful.  EDGE cards may 

be purchased at Peace, thus helping 

BOTH our preschool/daycare AND 

the seminary.  

They especially 

appreciate gift 

cards (restaurant 

gift cards too) 

during the 

holidays. All 

gift cards and cash donations 

should be put in sealed envelopes 

and given to Judy Scharpenberg 

personally or by way of her church 

mailbox.   

WINGS Christmas Party 
Tuesday, December 11th  

5:30 PM-Appetizers, 6:30 PM Buffet Dinner 

Sutton’s Reception Room (Angola)  
All ladies of Peace and guests are invited to join us  

in an evening of food and fellowship!   
Cost is $18, when making your reservations. Appetizers and 
dessert are included. Wee Creations is again our mission focus. 
Please pick up a “Wish List” of items you are encouraged to 
purchase for the classrooms, wrap and bring to the Christmas 
Party. Perhaps you might want to invite a Wee Creations Staff 
member to attend as your guest. Due to limited parking, you may 
want to carpool. Questions? Contact any committee member: 
Donna Lagemann, Sandy Heilman, Donna Biddle, Carol Gepfert or 
Charla Cygan. 



Basketball Basketball Basketball Basketball     

and  

Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading      
    

Evaluations & Orientations:   

    December 15th  &  January 8th!December 15th  &  January 8th!December 15th  &  January 8th!December 15th  &  January 8th!    
    

Volunteers are needed: 

• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches 

• Cheerleading Coaches 

• Referees 

• Prayer Partner 

• Adver�sing 

• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Evalua�ons & Orienta�on Volunteers 

• Concessions helpers 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

Please contact Scott Miller 

if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 

Many posi�ons will require an 

hour or less per week. 

Hurricane Relief Hurricane Relief Hurricane Relief Hurricane Relief     

Thrivent Financial has recently announced that they are currently 
matching donations to extend disaster assistance to those impacted 
by Hurricane Michael and Hurricane Florence in the United States.    

You can donate up to 10K and have it matched by Thrivent. You do 
not have to be a member of Thrivent to have your donation 
matched. This opportunity is only available until the end of 2018. It 
can only be done via a computer by following the path of: 

1) Go to Thrivent .com  

2) Click on Help Now  

3) Click on the disaster you chose to donate 
funds to support their relief efforts then 
click on the organization that you wish to 
donate  your monies to (7 choices) 

4) Fill in the information where your donation is to come from 

(checking / credit card / savings account / etc.) 

“The 
world 

is  
round 

so 
that 

friendship 
may 

encircle 
it.” 

—Pierre Teilhard  
de Chardin 



The Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran Witness    
It is again time for our congregation to have the 
opportunity to subscribe to the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
Read about exciting ways the gospel is brought to people 
everywhere, learn how Christians support those in need, 
share in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more 
informed about our church’s activities. For $11.00/year, 
you can keep in touch with the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregations in our district, in the United States 
and worldwide. 
 
Return this form along with the subscription cost of $11.00 
by January 13, 2019. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

 
NAME ________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 
                ______________________________ 
 
 __  Renewal __ New Subscription 

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM   
12/2              Rocco Bergquist   
12/9                     Lane King 
12/16   Brady Baas      Oliver Koch 
12/23          Lauren Teeple 
12/30                           Mya Ball 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Carol Gepfert, Sandy Heilman, Pam Lehman 

Did you realize . . . 
With electronic banking 
it is possible to pay 
anyone who has an 
address?  ... including 
Peace Lutheran Church! 
For your convenience, 
you may make 
contributions using the 
online banking feature 
through your bank.  
A check will be 
automatically sent to 
the church. Thank you. 



As the song goes: “It's beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas!” And so it is. The excitement around 
Peace is picking up as we plan special worship 
services, send gift boxes all across the world, 
assist with making the season more joyful by 
adopting families through Lutheran Social Services. 
Decorations are appearing in our homes and 

neighborhoods and Christmas Carols can be heard throughout the town. A very special time. A very 
special place, as we prepare to worship anew the Christ Child of Bethlehem. Good news! Good tidings! 
 
And there's more good news to share as Peace Lutheran Church also “gears up” to implement STEPHEN 
MINISTRY, the one-on-one caring ministry by a trained, caring friend that you have been hearing about 
for many months now. So here' s some VERY important information for you to read and digest as we look 
to officially “kick-off” this ministry as of JANUARY, 2019!! The following is very important for Peace men 
and women who have been praying about this ministry & the possibility of becoming a STEPHEN 
MINISTER. 
 
A STEPHEN MINISTER IS: 

• a child of God who walks beside a hurting person 
• a caring Christian friend who really listens 
• a lay person who has received 50 hours of training in how to provide distinctively Christian care.  

Training includes topics like: 
+ Listening & feelings 
+ Relationship building 
+ Assertiveness training 
+ Confidentiality 
+ Crisis theory & intervention 
+ Use of Prayer & the Bible 

 
As you consider making this YOUR ministry at Peace, speak to one of or Stephen Ministry leaders: Pastor 
Teeple, Rick Kirkton, Ellen Luepke. All have received intensive training themselves to provide top-notch 

learning for each trainee. Each potential Stephen Minister will participate in an 
interview process with the leaders to discover whether God has 
designed this ministry for you and you for this ministry. It is 
our desire to begin the interview process in January, 2019, so 
don't delay. Even with the business of the season, find time to 
call one of us, drop your name & phone number in one of our 
mailboxes and we'll call you to answer general questions you 
may have and then, prayerfully move forward to the interview 
process. “God bless you, every one” as you “take it to the Lord 
in prayer”. 

YOUR STEPHEN LEADERS 
 
 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS continues this 
month, December 6, 13 & 20, 9:30am. 
Take a break from your shopping, 
baking (yes, men bake too), wrapping, 
parties, breathe deeply and join us for 
some good, solid Bible time. Take a 
“break” with Jesus and good friends! 

For the holidays! 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 GTeeple@plsms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 



Did you know that you can purchase Scrip (EDGE) Shopping Cards from Wee Creations? Join 

us in raising money for Wee Creations Preschool & Daycare simply by using gift cards where 

you’re already shopping. It’s easy, rewarding, and fits perfectly into your busy life!  See all 

available brands at ShopWithScrip.com! 

How it works 

1. Buy physical gi( cards or eGi( cards from us at the EDGE table in the Fellowship Hall or at 

www.ShopWithScrip.com. 

2. Easily pay by cash or check and earn 2% to 16% per card purchased. The percentage immediately goes 

to Wee Creations Preschool & Daycare. 

3. Use your gift cards for your everyday shopping and gift giving! 

Have a question? Contact our coordinator, Helen Miller, at 260-665-2937 or hmkhmiller@hotmail.com 


