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Bread making is difficult! (At least for me.) It’s 

also a fairly lengthy project. The traditional bread-
making process requires a host of activities: 
assembling the ingredients, sifting and measuring, 
combining, kneading the dough, letting it rise, 
kneading a second time, the baking...by the time 
you're finished, it has taken the greater part of the day 
just to get a loaf or two made.  

Baking bread takes a little bit of finesse. If you 
don't let the dough rise correctly, or if you knead it 
incorrectly, or if you provide too much or too little 
heat, the whole batch gets ruined. The bread doesn't 
come out correctly.  

The reason is the yeast. Yeast is not a 
dead ingredient; it is actually alive! 

Jesus said in the Bible, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a person mixes 
into a huge measure of flour and it works 
all the way through the dough.”  

You can picture that right? You can see 
how it works – whether you do it the traditional way 
with your hands or use a bread maker (like I would). 
We can see that picture. Because spiritual life most 
often deals with things not seen to our eyes – spiritual 
things like faith, hope, and love, forgiveness and 
mercy – Jesus uses common, everyday picture stories 
to help explain the reality of our spiritual lives. 

So he begins with the words, “The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like yeast…”  

Yeast is a living organism. It is a microbe that, 
under the right circumstances begins to reproduce. It 
begins to grow when the temperature is right, and 
when it is combined with the ingredients of the 
dough like flour, sugar and water. It spreads 
throughout the dough and begins to cause the dough 
to rise – it actually animates the dough! It makes it 
move and, at least to our eyes, appears to make it 
grow!  

And that leads us to a peculiar thought on yeast: 
you don’t actually see it working, you only see the effect. 
Once you mix the yeast into the dough, it simply 
becomes part of the entire batch.  

And Jesus says that the Kingdom of Heaven is just 
like that too. When a person interacts with the 
Kingdom of Heaven, something is going to happen in 
that person's life. When a person interacts with the 

Kingdom of Heaven, changes will happen. As the 
ingredients of our lives are mixed together and 
kneaded, spiritually our lives begin to take shape and 
have dimension. 

But, I think at this point it is important to say this 
as well: the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t the only “yeast” 
that may be at work in our lives. Give this some 
consideration: what else in your life – what other 
priorities or goals, what other hopes and desires, what 
other relationships or activities – give shape and 
substance to your life? If we asked ourselves a similar 
questions we would say: what makes me go? What is 

it that lights a fire under me? What is it that 
I use to make sense and prioritize and make 
decisions each and every day?  
If we are honest with ourselves, many times 
the answers to those questions aren’t very 
pretty – if we are even aware of them.  
Money. Relationships. Health. Technology 
and the Internet. Addictions – feeding them 

or covering them up. And most often, we might write 
all this off and say: well, that’s private. That’s 
nobody’s business. And to some extent, I can 
understand that – yeast works on the inside of the 
dough. It works deep into the nooks and crannies and 
can remain “hidden”. But the effect will be noticeable.  

Even the smallest amount of yeast can have a huge 
impact on the whole batch! 

Here’s another thought on yeast – it takes a bit of 
time for it to grow. That’s as true for the Kingdom of 
Heaven yeast as it is for any other yeast! No one sets 
out to lead an empty life. But many people wake up 
one morning and say: “Is this really all there is to life? 
Is this what I have been living for? Is this really the 
way my life is going to be?”  

Even people that call themselves Christian end up 
asking themselves those very same questions! 
Christians are not perfect people who have it all 
figured out. No one has the power to live a perfect 
life. Everyone gets their priorities mixed up. Everyone 
falls victim to the lies of false yeast. But we have a 
name for it: sin.  

Sin causes us to make bad decisions and set up 
false priorities. Sin lures us into thinking that we can 
find fulfillment outside of our relationship with God. 
Sin leads us to believe that if we 
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WINGS OUTREACH 
 
Supplies are being collected for 
Concordia Seminary 
in Fort Wayne during 
the month of July: 
     Peanut Butter Jelly      
     Soups  Crackers 

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
    
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10 AM   
7/1               Elijah Hendrickson  
7/8              Brady Baas     Gage King  
7/15              Aiden Koch 
7/22        Lauren Teeple  Ethan Miller 
7/29                      Grace Shelburne 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Lynn Reed, Donna Biddle 

PEACE NEWS 

The Peace Newsletter is available: 

• online at plcms.org  

• or you may pick up a paper 
copy in the Narthex.   

The birthday/anniversary page is not 
available online and will continue to 
be placed in your church mailbox.  

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 GTeeple@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

Dear Pastor Teeple and Members of Peace Church, 

     I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your 

prayers, cards and thoughtfulness during these past few 

months. I am doing much better but have a way to go. David 

remains in the nursing home and has declined in health the 

past few months. 

   Love to you all, 

    Rosemary Young 



simply keep God somewhere in the picture of our 
life, that’s good enough. It’s our misplaced, mixed 
up, and ultimately empty priorities.  

And the answer to that problem is in the Bible 
passage above. Do you remember what Jesus said? 
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast.” This 
Kingdom of Heaven is living and active. This 
Kingdom of Heaven brings with it a healthy life. 
The Kingdom of Heaven brings to us God’s love – 
His mercy, His grace, His forgiveness, His strength 
to start over in a new way. So, stay in touch with it! 

This Kingdom of Heaven brings with it power 
– power to make change, to turn around – power 
to take all the ingredients of our life and give 
purpose and meaning to them, even the seemingly 
dead parts, the parts that are just sitting there. So, 
take up residence there! 

The Kingdom of Heaven is what we celebrate 
every week during worship – in His word and His 
sacraments; God comes to you personally in all His 
Kingdom, power and glory! We also interact with 
the Kingdom of Heaven every day through 
devotion and prayer – little activities that remind 
us of the work that God is doing in our lives. 

Baking bread is not the easiest thing in the 
world. If you have ever tried, you know what I 
mean. It takes a certain amount 
of determination and patience, 
because it takes time. It takes 
time to mix and knead, to let 
things sit and rise. It takes 
patience because it doesn’t 
happen instantaneously – 
although you know intuitively that when it’s all 
mixed together the process has already started!  

Life isn’t always the easiest either. I wish there 
was a short cut. But there isn’t. All of life will lie 
flat, if we aren’t careful with the yeast that we use 
in our lives. Life takes a bit of yeast to give flavor 
and shape. Jesus says, “The Kingdom of Heaven is 
like yeast. A person mixes it into a measure of flour 
and it works all the way through the whole 
dough.” 

Lord, have mercy on us and keep us in Your 
Kingdom! 

God bless you this summer in what you say, in 
your decisions, and all your activities! 

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 

Lutheran Night 
 

 

 

 
MONDAY, 

AUGUST 6 

 
GAME TIME: 

7:05 

 FIREWORKS & FAMILY FEAST NIGHT! 
• Amazing in-game entertainment & spectacular post-game display!  

DONATION 
• $1.00 from each ticket goes to Lutheran Social Services ECHO Program 

 

Sign up at the Information Desk 
DEADLINE to order tickets: July 15, 2018 

COST: $9.00 each 



...we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds ...we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds ...we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds ...we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds 

of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.     
- Psalm 78:4 

Sunday School Teachers NEEDED! 
Please consider teaching Sunday School next year.  We are in need of SIX 

teachers. We are hoping to have two teachers per classroom, which 

means you would only need to teach 1-2 Sundays a month. 

Please do not worry about how well you know the Bible.  We will make 

sure you have all the materials and informa(on you need to teach the 

children about our amazing God! 

Please talk to Amber Vonderau or Gina Teeple for more informa(on! 

 
 The biggest outreach event of the season for Peace Lutheran Church is 
literally “around the corner”. Yes! BRING A FRIEND WEEK-END, starts 
with Saturday Worship at 5pm and Sunday Worship at 8am & 10:am on 
July 7 & 8. INTENTIONALLY bring a friend, family member, neighbor, co-
worker, or paper boy to experience worship at Peace. At 3pm on Sunday, 
July 8, Albrights will arrive with a whole hog which will be ready to serve 
shortly thereafter along with games and activities for children of ALL ages 
The crown jewel of the day begins at 5pm in the gym – a Christian 
Concert by THE SOUND, a father and 2 sons who witness through music, 
humor and testimony the great love of Jesus Christ for all mankind.  

You won't want to miss this Event! Come for all or part of the day. 
 

We knew early on that such an Event could only succeed with many hearts 
and hands working together. This is Peace Lutheran Church as a Family, 
reaching out beyond our doors to folks around us who need to meet 
Jesus. It's not too late to reach out to someone and it's not too late to... 

SIGN UP to help in one of several areas July 8 
GIVE UP with a monetary gift help with expenses 
SHOW UP for the Event 

 

BRING A FRIEND is one opportunity to show our community that we 
are, indeed, a friendly church, living out our Mission Statement to praise & 
proclaim, learn & love, care and celebrate! Be a part of it. 

PEACE ALERT! PEACE ALERT! 





Seniors’ Corner 
 This is information that we have been provided from various community groups. These 
are activities that are sponsored by OUTSIDE GROUPS, NOT PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
Therefore, they might not be Christian-based. This is simply information that we would like you 
to know, about community programs that are available to you!  
 
Parkinsons’s Support Group 
The 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm. Held at Cameron Memorial Hospital – Conference 
Room #2. 
Provides support and resources for those living with Parkinson’s disease.  
------------- 
Alzheimer’s / Dementia Caregiver Support Group 
The 1st Wednesday of each month at 1:30. Held at Carnegie Public Library in Angola.  
This is for anyone who has a loved one afflicted by Alzheimer’s disease or Dementia. This is a 
confidential sharing group, which focuses on caring for the caregiver.  
------------- 
Foot Care Clinic 
By Appointment Only – Call 260-665-8191 Held on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month. 
-------------- 
Senior Life Solutions 
Senior Life Solutions (SLS) of Cameron Memorial Hospital is an intensive, outpatient treatment 
program providing group, individual, and family therapy, as well as nursing education and 
medication management for seniors.  
 
Help is provided for:  

In order to ensure collaborative and quality patient care, the treatment 
team is multidisciplinary in its approach. Along with the patient, family 
members, and primary care physician, the SLS treatment team 
includes: Medical Director, Nurse, Primary Therapist, and Unit Clerk. 
The program typically lasts between 6-12 weeks, depending on the 
needs of the patient. Participants in the program will receive an 
individualized treatment plan based on their needs. Patients are also 
provided lunch from the hospital on treatment days.  
 
SLS accepts Medicare, Medicare replacement plans, as well as 
secondary insurances. For more information, please call 260-667-5584.  

Our next blood drive  
will be  

Wednesday,  
August 22, 201 8 

from  
1:00-5:00 pm.  

Sign-ups coming soon! 
Please prayerfully 
consider donating or 

volunteering!  
Thank You! 

• Depressed Mood 
• Unresolved grief 
• Anxiety or nervousness 
• Isolation or loneliness 
• Difficulty concentrating 

• Sleep or appetite changes 
• Feelings of hopelessness or helplessness 
• Anger 
• Low self-esteem 
• Personality changes 



Our Father, Who Art in Heaven… 
Deaconess Gina Teeple 

I read an ar(cle recently en(tled Thanks to My Dad.*  In the ar(cle, the author shares how her 

father taught her to ride a bike.  She started with training wheels, as many kids do.  When her 

father encouraged her to remove them, she didn't feel ready.  Not long a3er, she discovered the 

training wheels had been (pped upward and had not been touching the ground for some (me.  

She recalls: 

I ran to Dad, who, chuckling, admi4ed that it was true.  Then he de3ly removed [the 

training wheels] and ran by my side for my first official two-wheel spin.  He cheered me on when I glided down 

the street and didn’t topple over.  I was exhilarated, and I felt invincible.  He knew I was ready, even when I did 

not…He always made me feel safe and secure… 

It was a sweet ar(cle, perfectly (med for Father’s Day. 

I couldn’t help thinking, though, how this ar(cle could be painful for some people - people who grew up without a 

father, or with a father who was absent, or unkind, or unwilling to teach them how to ride a bike.  People who grew up 

with a father who did not believe in them, and who now struggle to believe in themselves. 

Thankfully, we are not just children of our earthly fathers.  We have a Father in heaven who calls us his own.  The 

Apostle John writes, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 

we are!” (1 John 3:1) 

What does it mean to be a child of God?   

It means we have a Father who PROVIDES for us. 

For he sa(sfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul he fills with good things. (Psalm 107:9) 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ For the Gen(les seek a3er all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 

(Ma4hew 6:31-32) 

 
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19) 

It means we have a Father who PROTECTS us. 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; 

he will never leave you nor forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6) 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I 

will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has 

given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  (John 10:28-29) 

It means we have a Father who LOVES us. 

But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness. (Psalm 86:15) 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death 

nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all crea(on, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 

8:37-39)   

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:4-5) 

Even if your earthly father did not encourage or celebrate you, you have a heavenly father who REJOICES over you!  

Zephaniah 3:17 tell us “the LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with 

gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.”  You can feel safe and secure knowing 

he has promised to never leave you. 

Even now he is running alongside you, cheering you on.  

*The ar(cle is in the June 2018 edi(on of Redbook 



     In May, The Daily Reporter newspaper of Branch 
County served as a collection site for nearly 10 boxes of 
household and personal care items donated to Family 
Promise.  Donors received a free two-week extension on 
their subscription for a donation of 5 items.  However, 
because of the high number of guests needing help to find 
housing, Family Promise is always in need of assistance 

and volunteers.  For more ways to help Family 
Promise, visit their Facebook page or email the office 
at branchihn@cbpu.com     

       This continued need for help is why Peace people 
are pleased to serve as a partner church to Bethel 
Gilead (host church).  We will provide drivers the week 
of July 22-29, 2018.  To help, please call Susan Fisher 
at 517-238-5302. Of course prayer is always 
beneficial. To receive the list of prayer needs specific 
to FP, please contact Susan.  The two-liter bottle for 
dimes (or other size donations) for Family Promise is 
on the Information Desk near the mailboxes or you 
might choose to use a Thrivent Action Team grant to 
help.  You can attend the hog roast on July 31st.  
 

Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration of all these 

ways to help. 

16th Annual 

HOG ROAST  

FUNDRAISER! 

DATE:  Tuesday, July 31, 2018 
 

TIME:  5:00 – 7:00 PM 
 

PLACE: United Methodist Church 
26 Marshall St. — Coldwater, MI 

 

SUGGESTED DONATION: 

  ADULT - $10  
CHILDREN (12 & UNDER) - $5 

 

followed by  
“Entertainment under  

the Stars!”  

All proceeds benefit  

homeless families  

in Branch County 

Hymns of the Season —  
a graded piano series for 
developing church musicians is a 
resource available for music 
teachers. Volume 1 is titled 
“Jesus, Ground of Faith”.  
 
These music books are made 
available through a Thrivent 
Action Team. If you would like 
more information, please contact 
Sharon Aldrich. 

Light One Candle 
     On Good Friday 2017, Jeannie Gaffigan, a writer and 
producer, wife of comedian Jim Gaffigan and a mother of five, 
learned she had an apple-sized tumor on her brain stem. As a 
Christian, she knew she needed God’s help to face the ordeal  
  — and she knew she still had a “lot of work” to  
      do for him. On Easter Monday, the benign  
      mass was removed during a nine-hour  
      operation. 

     A year earlier, the Gaffigans won a 
Christopher Award for positive contributions to 
media. The award’s inscription — “Better to 
light one candle than to curse the darkness” — 
now has new meaning for Jeannie. “There’s an 
urgency to do things that may be smaller, like 
lighting one candle, (rather) than these 
ambitious, huge goals of doing major shows in 
order to change the world,” she says. “We all 
want to light a thousand candles, but there’s 
that one candle that’s right in front of you that 
God is presenting for you. Open up your eyes 
and look at it and light it.” 


