June Newsle er, 2018

Chat-N-Chow Update
Written Notes from Presentation
April 30, 2018
[Pastor’s note: these notes are neither verbatim nor exhaustive. They are not published with the intent of
becoming official church record. Rather they are an attempt to faithfully re-present the main points of the
informal discussion from the presentation on April 30.]

Once again, we began by focusing our attention on the Mission Statement of Peace Lutheran Church. We are
“Friendly People – Growing in Christ Called to: Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate.”
From that mission statement, we see six verbs, which orient our reporting and planning. These verbs will also
serve as a structure for our conversation about staff expansion. They are:

PRAISE and PROCLAIM
LEARN and LOVE
CARE and CELEBRATE
In order to help organize the work that is taking place at Peace and its ministries, as well as present reports in a
coherent manner, Pastor has been utilizing these three groupings as the outline for his reports given to the Board of
Directors. Following are bullet point highlights that were shared at the Chat-N-Chow.
GROWING IN CHRIST
Among many others, we have the following, notable, and ongoing Board of Directors discussions:
We are continuing with our facilities and campus evaluation and upkeep decisions and planning
We have received approval from the Voters’ Assembly to adopt the Articles of Association for the Permanent
Endowment Fund, which has begun with $45,000 in contributions by two families
We continue to develop procedure and policies for tracking outside groups’ use of the facilities and campus
Our financials continue by the grace of God to remain strong
We continue to discuss the ministry opportunities that we seek out, as well as those we have received unsolicited
We are now receiving and reviewing regular updates on the ministry and administration of Wee Creations, which is
the congregation’s largest ministry and outreach
We have officially withdrawn from the Concordia Health Plan to provide more competitive wages across the staff
We have engaged in the search for an already-approved third full-time position
Through Pastor and a lay delegate, we are participating in the upcoming English District (LC-MS) convention in June
The Staff of Peace continues to meet regularly for prayer and alignment
Our ongoing, biggest discussion continues to be in the area of communication within the congregation, that is: how
best to keep everyone informed of the possibilities, opportunities, and ongoing activities here at Peace and all of
its ministries
PRAISE AND PROCLAIM
Our current membership is:

We
We
We
We

513 communicant members
59 baptized members
572 total members (234 households)
are averaging (over the last six months) about 285 in worship each weekend
have four new youth confirmands this Spring.
have 20 new members joining the congregation this Spring.
host a number of activities within the congregation, and outside the congregation:
WINGS – the ladies held a successful Ladies Retreat and continue with activities
Evangelism Team is hosting a Concert and Hog Roast on Sunday, July 8
We have a Mission Team going to the Dominican Republic July 14-22

— continued —
We continue to have Thursday morning Bible study, Men’s Bible Study Breakfast, Women’s Sunday
morning study
Our Sewing Sisters and Knitting Group continue to meet regularly
Our Adult Choir and Hand Bell choirs are finishing out another successful and busy year!
Pickleball will be starting up again after Memorial Day
LEARN AND LOVE
The Learn and Love portion of Chat-N-Chow was presented by Deaconess Gina
Gina shared her ‘big picture’ understanding of her new position
She also shared her ‘big picture’ of Life Stages and how best to reach each stage with opportunities to Learn and
put Love into action
In the area of LEARN:
MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers) has begun; we have around 8 mothers attending each meeting, and it
has been opened up to all mothers, regardless of their children’s ages
Upward Sports Ministry concluded this winter, with around 150 children participating
In the area of LOVE (Love-in-Action):
We have begun a Meals Ministry
We are putting together a Visitation Ministry
We offer Blessing Bags to those who are ill or those who are caregivers
We have begun a Cards of Encouragement ministry
We will be putting together a group called Premise Keepers, who are handy-people who will be available
to homebound and others who need help around their homes
CARE AND CELEBRATE
In the area of CARE:
DOVES – Devoted, Ongoing, Vibrant, Enthusiastic Seniors – continues with activities this summer
Stephen Ministry – a one-to-one support ministry – will be activating this Fall
We have hosted a Grief Seminar, with the hope of establishing an ongoing Grief Ministry.
We continue to offer American Red Cross blood donation days
We offered Financial Peace University this past Winter
We are looking at putting together a Respite Ministry for full-time caregivers
The Pastoral Discretionary Fund continues to be used for almoner requests
In the area of CELEBRATE:
Our Financial Peace University families paid off over $20,000 in debt in 9 weeks!
We have a number of new staff members at Wee Creations!
We will be celebrating our 35th anniversary here at Peace this Fall!
We have had a lot of flexibility and humor these past weeks, as the ceiling repairs were underway in the
sanctuary and worship got moved!
We have AN AWESOME STAFF AND TEAM! Thanks to Jodie, Sara, Amber, Gina, and Amy,
as well as all the staff at Wee Creations, for all your hard work, dedication and Christian
service!

We hope to keep everyone aware of all the things that are happening at Peace Lutheran. We have so
much to be thankful for, so much to talk about, and so much to prepare for! God has poured out His
blessings and we continue to pray that we are good stewards of the ministry and kingdom work being
accomplished on us, with us, and through us.

To God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – be all glory and praise!
Pastor Jeff Teeple

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
6/3
6/10
6/17
6/24

8 AM
Brady Baas
Lauren Teeple

10 AM
Aiden Koch
Ethan Miller
Grace Shelburne
Jaeger Bergquist

ALTAR GUILD: Carol Gepfert, Jenni Sorg

“Faith is like wi-fi:
It’s invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need.”
— Unknown

2018 Confirmands
Jaeger Evan Bergquist
“The Lord’s Prayer”

Gage Brian King
“The Apostles’ Creed”

Aiden David Koch
“The Ten Commandments”

You, dear children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world.”
1 John 4:4
I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
Philippians 4:13

“’Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is
your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57

Grace Renea Shelburne
“Baptism”

She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh
at the days to come.
Proverbs 31:25

Putting Your Gifts to God’s Use
— thoughts by Gay Kirkton
Recently as I was reading my devotion book I had an “aha” moment, as often happens during
devotion time.
I have talents I have been taking for granted, and in retirement God has allowed me to recognize,
appreciate, and utilize them.
Over the past several months people have been commenting on what in my mind are ordinary
behaviors. For the past thirty-eight years nobody has taken notice of thoughts or questions I have posed,
but recently I have been complimented for observations I have made. I have puzzled over why this is.
As an English teacher I asked questions and analyzed messages all day long. Then it came to me that
while everyone else has been honing other skills - like the mathematical ones I wish I had - God really has
given me some gifts that I have been taking for granted.
When I started thinking about retirement, I knew the research indicates that retirees who keep
working at something- who have goals and a purpose- live healthier, more fulfilling lives.
As I considered this fact in relation to my own retirement, I prayed to God to show me what He
wanted me to do next. I kept waiting for the burning bush with God’s voice saying, “Become a
missionary,” or, “Get a degree in underwater basket weaving.”
In the end, I simply retired because financially it made sense, and well, Rick was encouraging me to do
so. Simply stated, I just put one foot in front of the other.
As I look back I am amazed by how richly God has blessed me. I was able to teach my favorite subject
part-time without any of the other responsibilities of educators. I experienced true joy, and God showed
me my teaching strengths that for years I couldn’t see. He led me to subbing and a more flexible schedule
just when my parents needed my time.
In retirement, God has built my confidence in my gifts, often because I am using them in new or
different situations. God has even provided new opportunities for using said talents that I could never
have anticipated.
Part of my “aha” moment has included the realization that in the past I used my talents among people
who had similar ones and in fact expected the same of me. I socialized with many of these same people,
so nothing was any different outside of my work day.
In the end, I have a new understanding of the gifts God has given me. God gave them to me for a
reason. I might not know why they are important to others, but God certainly does. I have learned to be
patient, knowing that God will lead me where He wants me to go, in HIS time.
“You will teach me the right way to live. Just being with you will bring complete happiness. Being at your
right side will make me happy forever.” Psalms 16:11
How is God calling you to use YOUR gifts?

Upcoming DOVES Events!
All Ladies are invited!

WINGS Planning Meeting
Sunday, June 9th at 9 am
————————————————————————————————————WINGS Outreach — Pasta, pasta sauce and
condiments are being collected for Students
at Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne during
the month of June.

Save the dates for the following:
June 8 — Kalamazoo Air Zoo
(July 6 — postponed)
August 10 — Sauder Village
September 15 — Johnny Appleseed Festival

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH SUMMER OUTREACH EVENT!!
BRING A FRIEND DAY

SUNDAY, JULY 8, 2018

Bring a friend to worship with you this weekend!
√ Bring a friend to an afternoon of fun and games, fellowship, food
√ Bring a friend to hear the outstanding father/sons trio “THE SOUND” present Christian
music for all ages that will touch your heart and soul and bring smiles and laughter to all!

Worship Times: Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:00 and 10:00am – July 7 & 8
Activity Times: Sunday 3:00pm Games & Fun for all ages
4:00pm Hog Roast
5:00pm THE SOUND
Indeed it takes a village, a Christian village like Peace Lutheran Church to bring together
family, friends, community who need to hear the Gospel Message presented in song and
fellowship. We can do this because we are CALLED to be a friendly people who
understand the urgency of bringing people to the feet of Jesus where they can learn of
Him and His ultimate love and sacrifice for them. This is a day in which we can care,
celebrate, praise and proclaim in a very special way.
There are many ways in which you can participate
even before the Big Day. Sign-up sheets are
available for your signature and a “lead” person
will contact you with details.

√
√
√
√
√

GREETERS
FOOD SERVICE
PUBLICITY
FACILITY SETUP/TAKE DOWN
ACTIVITY & GAMES
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“A truly rich man is one
whose children run into his arms
when his hands are empty.”
— Ziad Abdelnour

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC MISSION TEAM
As we prepare to serve we will need to meet a few times to discuss
travel, cultural expectations, building do’s and don’ts, etc.
Please plan to attend all of these pre-trip meetings if at all possible.

Sunday, June 10th from 9:009:00-9:45 A.M.
Sunday, June 24th 9:009:00-9:45 A.M.
Sunday, July 8th 9:009:00-9:45 A.M.

You Make Us Proud
Peace youth and young adults graduating as well as our confirmands….

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU.
May God continue to bless you and guide your path wherever He may lead..
We will be celebrating our graduates on June 2nd and June 3rd at all services.

DOVES

Kalamazoo Air Zoo
Friday, June 8, 2018

We will be bound for the
Kalamazoo Air Zoo — Aerospace and Science Museum.
We will leave church at 9 AM, travel to the Air Zoo, and
explore until 4 PM. We will take a break for lunch at one of the Zoo’s cafes.

COST: $15.50 per ticket
(discounts for those over 60)

Each will pay for their own lunch.
Deadline to sign up is June 3, 2018.
Money for tickets is due to the church
office by June 4, 2018.

Family Promise
Family Promise is a social service
agency that helps homeless
individuals in Branch County,
Michigan. Peace people help with
this mission work. We will drive
again July 16-23. Trips take
approximately one hour at 7 am
and 5 pm. Call Susan Fisher, 517238-5302, to volunteer to drive.
Thank you to the drivers, those
who pray for this mission and all
who donate items.
The Board of Family Promise is in
the process of taking our provided
services a step further. The Day
Center has been a good star,ng
point, but we are in need of a
building with more space ….
Suitable property has been
located but we will need MONEY.
We are looking for someone who
believes in the work of Family
Promise who is able to teach the
board how to go about this task,
and will work alongside the board
during this process. We would like
to start a “Capital Campaign”. If
you know someone who might be
able to assist the Board of Family
Promise in this endeavor, please
contact the Execu,ve Director,
Pa5y Roberts, at 517-278-0928.
Thank you.

PROTECTING YOURSELF AGAINST FRAUDS AND SCAMS
If you were unable to attend Sgt. Matt Lazoff’s presentation on frauds and scams that target
senior citizens, here are a few of the things he shared…
•

Register with the National Do-Not-Call registry at 888-382-1222 or www.donotcall.gov. This
has to be done ANNUALLY.

•

Don’t do business with someone who just shows up at the door. Be extra cautious of low
estimates on home repairs. It really is true that nothing in life comes for free! If you need to
hire someone for a home repair, talk to someone who had similar work done, look for
companies that advertise locally, or call the Better Business Bureau. Never pay the entire cost
of a repair job upfront.

•

Don’t give personal or financial information to anyone
who calls on the phone. The IRS and other government
agencies do not call on the phone. If someone calls and
says you owe money to the IRS, or that there is an
outstanding warrant for your arrest, hang up. If you are
concerned, look up contact information for that agency
and contact them directly.

•

•

Don’t respond to unsolicited email or internet messages.
Delete them. If your computer says it has a virus, shut it
down. If the same message appears when you restart the
computer, shut it down again and ask someone to look at
it.
Don’t yield to high-pressure or emotional sales tactics.
When it comes to charitable giving, do not give over the
phone. Even if the phone call is from a legitimate
organization, such as the Sheriff’s department, a majority
of the money you give goes to the telemarketing agency.
Instead, decide carefully which organizations you would
like to support and give to them directly.

Resources
Better Business Bureau
www.bbb.org for tips and alerts
For Identity Theft
The Federal Trade Commission
www.ftc.gov
For Investment/Financial
Fraud
Securities and Exchange Commission
www.sec.gov
For Sweepstakes Fraud
U.S. Postal Inspector
www.postalinspectors.uspis.gov

•

Never pay money to win a prize or enter a sweepstakes.

•

Direct deposit Social Security or pension checks. Mail fraud is a problem in Steuben County.
Don’t leave outgoing bill payments in an unsecured mailbox. Bill payments are a great way for
thieves to get your checking account and routing numbers, as well as the account number for
whatever bill you are trying to pay. If you must use your mailbox for outgoing mail, do not put
the flag up. The mailperson will still take the outgoing mail.

•

Keep records and review bank and credit card statements OFTEN. Shred documents with
any identifying information on them.

•

Talk to your loved ones about what they post on social media websites such as Facebook.
Even if you are not on Facebook, some of your information might be due to well-intentioned
posts made by loved ones. For example, a grandchild may post “Happy Birthday to my
wonderful Grandma, Jane Doe, who is 73 today! I wish I could be in Angola to celebrate with
you!” A post like this reveals your name, birth date (including the year), and where you live—
information that can be easily used in a number of frauds and scams.

Cards of Encouragement
The “Cards of Encouragement” are oﬃcially available! The card
display (pictured on the left) will be located in the narthex, and has
cards for all occasions.
How it works…
A variety of cards will be available in the narthex. Once a card has
been selected and ﬁlled out, simply place it in the recipient’s
mailbox at church or take it home to mail. If you would like us to
mail it for you, simply write the recipient’s name on a post-it note
(located on the top shelf), place it on the envelope, and drop the
card in the “mail” basket. We will provide the postage!
Maybe you have some unused cards around the house, or you like
crafting cards. We would love to use them in this ministry! Please
place any donated cards in the large basket at the bottom of the
display.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to
contact Carol Hepp or Gina Teeple.

Now Serving!

On the Menu

Our Frozen Pantry is officially stocked with delicious meals!
A special thank you to Pam Hall and all of the ladies who
assembled these meals at the freezer meal workshop!
If you or someone you know is in need of a meal for any
reason, or if you are interested in participating in our meal
ministry, please contact Gina Teeple.

Chicken Pot Pie
Ham and Cheese Quiche
Beef Stew
Meatballs
Whole Wheat Pizza
Gluten Free Waffles

We had a lot
of fun on our
Ladies’ Night Out!
We had ice cream at
the “Yummi Bunni”
after visiting the
Botanical
Conservatory.
Ice cream and
donuts...yum!

