Peace Lutheran Church
FREMONT, INDIANA

April Newsletter, 2018
Dear Friends,
Instead of a typical newsletter article this month, I wanted to take a moment and keep you aware of some of
the significant happenings that have occurred this past month, and some which will be in front of us this
upcoming month.
Keeping people aware of what is happening is one of the significant challenges of having a congregation our
size. So my hope and prayer is that periodicals like this newsletter – as well as the weekly updates in our
bulletin – are helpful in communicating to everyone. I also hope they encourage you as you read about all the
happenings in our ministries!
Peace Lutheran Church Endowment
On Sunday, March 4 between the worship services,
the Voters’ Assembly unanimously voted to approve
the Articles of Association for the Peace Lutheran
Church Endowment. Praise the Lord!
The endowment establishes a long-term, interest
bearing account that will be managed and invested
according to Lutheran Christian principles. Our hope
is that, throughout the years to come, members in the
congregation will contribute to the endowment, as
they are moved by the Lord, so that as it continues to
grow a portion of the endowment. The various funds
of the endowment can be used each year to help the
congregation grow new ministries and take advantage
of new opportunities.

First, the year 2018 marks the 35th Anniversary of our
congregation! Praise the Lord! The Board is looking at
the possibility of having an outside tent service in late
summer to mark the occasion. If you have other
celebration ideas, please let me know and I will bring
them to the next meetings for discussion.

Second, there was a bit of concern expressed after
my illness in January; as you might recall I needed to
take a weekend off unexpectedly. In response to that
illness the Board of Directors and the Board of Elders
asked me to generate a list of pastors in our area
(and in Fort Wayne) who might be able to be called
upon to fill in. I gave them a list of 13 names. I also
generated three services that could be led by a
congregation member – services of the Word with a
‘normal’ layout and bulletin, as well as a message.
The endowment is designed to provide opportunities We will be just fine if an unexpected absence
for members to make significant contributions that are happens again.
in addition to their regular offerings to the Lord, not in
Third, with the blessings that God has given us here
place of them. Often endowments are named as
on our campus and facilities, we are receiving more
beneficiaries of charitable gift annuities, remainder
and more inquiries into whether we rent out our
trusts, retirement plan or life insurance beneficiary
Fellowship Hall, Gymnasium, Pavilion, and other parts
designees, as well as bequests and memorials.
of the building.. With an understanding of the culture
The Articles of Association approved at the Voters’
we find ourselves in, the Board elected to re-write the
Assembly also establish a Permanent Endowment
policies for use and rental, which include statements
Committee, which will keep the congregation aware of against any activities that conflict with the beliefs of
opportunities to participate in the life of the
the congregation. So we are getting very close to
endowment as well as how the endowment is
completing those revisions of the policies for the use
growing. Of course, this is an exciting way for the
and rental of our facilities. When completed, if you
congregation to act as faithful stewards to abundant
make a phone call about using parts of the facilities,
blessings our Lord sends our way!
please be patient with the staff as we become
accustomed to the revisions – we want to be helpful!
Board of Director’s Recap
Finally, there has been – and continues to be – much
Many do not realize that approved minutes from
Board of Directors’ meetings can be seen hanging on discussion about the next full-time position. This
the bulletin board just outside my office. The past few position was approved a number of years ago at a
Voters’ Assembly. So we have begun the process of
financial statements are also available for your
information. But in addition to these, I want to provide identifying needs in the congregation, as well as a
workable suggestion for the next position.
you with a few of highlights of the business from our
— continued on the next page
March meeting that are in front of the congregation.

Informational Meeting – April 8 between services New Phone System
That note leads us to this: we will be having an
informational meeting on April 8, between services,
to outline the identified needs, and future goals – of
the congregation that will be the focus of our next
position. The purpose of this meeting will be to keep
those who are interested in the planning and
progress aware of the ongoing discussion at the
Board of Directors. I will be presenting the
information. This is not a Voters’ Assembly! This is
simply an informational meeting, and its sole item will
be this next position. After I present the information,
the floor will be open to voice any concerns,
compliments, clarifications, or questions. It has been
some years since the Voters’ approved the third
position; so it is a good time to put this idea back in
front of the congregation as we get started.

Our phone system is getting an upgrade! After many
suggestions (and some complaints…) we are going
to have a new system that allows folks to leave
private and confidential messages for individual staff
members.
In order to do that, there will be an auto-attendant
that greets you when you call. Please don’t hang up!
It will give you options for extensions, which will ring
our direct offices. This has become a necessary
feature in order to give people the peace of mind
knowing that their private messages are not being
heard by the general public. It has also become
necessary if a hospital or facility calls with
information on a member; chaplains are not allowed
to leave messages on general answering machines
because of HIPAA regulations.

Please mark your calendars for April 8, between the
worship services for this informational meeting.

We appreciate that some do not prefer auto
attendants when they call, but we are hoping
everyone will abide it in order to have more
Chat and Chow – Monday, April 30 at 6:00pm
On a similar note, we are planning our next Chat and confidentiality and direct access with staff.
Chow. Chat and Chow has become a useful tool for Thank you for your patience!
our congregation to Care and Celebrate together, as Vacation
well as a prime opportunity to give an update on the Finally, Gina and I are taking a vacation the week of
ministries that are active, as well as the ministry
April 15 – 21. This is the first vacation that we have
opportunities that are being planned, here at Peace. been able to take in quite a while, so of course we
We have had excellent attendance at the previous
gatherings! Additionally, the folks who have been
able to attend have given us good feedback on ideas
that we can pursue, as well as feedback on the
meeting itself! So, in addition to being an avenue to
communicate TO the congregation, Chat and Chow
is an avenue FOR the congregation to be involved in
all the things that are happening here.

are looking forward to it!
Pastor Art Klausmeier will be preaching and leading
services on Sunday, April 15; Pastor David
Easterday from Lake George Lutheran will be
leading our Saturday, April 21 service.
Since we will be traveling while we are away, there
will be pastors on call for emergencies. Thank you
for this benefit to us as workers! This is a muchneeded break!

Chat and Chow will be held on Monday, April 30 at
6:00 pm. This is a carry-in (potluck) event, but we
are going to supply meat for sandwiches. Even if you Thank You!
forget to make something, there is always enough
Thank you for reading through all this information!
food!
Thank you for your kindness and Christian love!
Thank you for being a part of the ministries that God
Administrative Professionals Day –
is accomplishing in our midst!
Wednesday, April 25
Wednesday, April 25 is designated as Administrative WE are Peace Lutheran Church: Friendly People –
Growing in Christ; Called to Praise and Proclaim,
Professionals Day. Please take advantage of this
Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!
day and send a note of encouragement and thanks
to Jodie, who works the front office of the church.
Pastor Jeff Teeple
Often Jodie’s position is a cumbersome position, with
many details to attend to; we want to celebrate the
good things that God is accomplishing through her!
Please take a moment and send her note!

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify
the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
4/1
Lauren Teeple
4/8
Brady Baas
4/15
4/22
Lauren Teeple
4/29
ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Aldrich

10:30 AM
Jaeger Bergquist
Elijah Hendrickson
Gage King
Aiden Koch
Ethan Miller

All Church
Spring Workday
Sunday, April 22
11:30 AM
A light lunch will be provided
for all the volunteers. Plan to
come or stay after Worship
and accomplish some of the
Spring Projects around the
church building.

FOR EASTER
We are asking anyone
who would like to bring
flowers for Easter to
purchase their own at
the store/florist of their
choice.

Thanks in advance!
Our thanks to all
the soup, bread and
dessert makers
during this Lenten
season.

Please have them at
the church by 9:00 AM
Saturday, March 31st.
You may pick them up
following the 10:30 AM
Worship service on
Easter Sunday.

Calling All Peace Parents
As we revamp and work to continuously improve the youth programming at
Peace, we need your thoughts and input as parents and faith partners.
Gina and Amber are super excited to invite you to our first
PARENT POWPOW-WOW on Friday, April 6th at 6:30 P.M.
Bring your kids. They will have time in gym and an activity.
Parents will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. We are going to bounce ideas
around and see what you, as families we serve, need and want from us.
What issues do you see kids dealing with?
What activities do you see them wanting and needing?
How can we become partners in teaching our youth about faith
and living a Christ-like life?

Attention Graduates
Congratulations on your big accomplishment!
Whether you are graduating from high school, college, or
something else, we would like to celebrate you. You should
have received an information form in your church mailbox.
Return it to Amber’s church mailbox. Please also send a
baby/toddler photo and a recent photo to:
amber@plcms.org.

Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992”

April 2018
Wee Creations was established in 1992 as a ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. This school year marks the
26 year of service to our community. Twenty-six years of sharing the love of Jesus Christ with children and
their families and providing them with a Christ-centered, quality, and developmentally appropriate education.
We are now serving 2nd generation children! What an amazing blessing!
Twenty-six years ago the first preschool class had 4 children and shared space with the Sunday School. In
2007, we were blessed with our very own wing of a brand new building! Over the years, the people of Peace
have consistently supported Wee Creations and allowed our ministry to grow to the year round program we
serve today.
Our congregation supports Wee Creations in many ways! Your continued support of the Edge program,
Thrivent Choice dollars, memorial contributions, donations, and donations made through offerings are such a
blessing to our program! We thought you might be interested to see how your donations support us. As you
can see from the chart, our program is largely supported (86.44%) by the tuition paid by our families. The
remaining funds needed to operate our ministry come from the
people of Peace. Thank you!!! We literally could not run our Income
ministry without your support.
Donations
6.37%
In December the ladies of Peace showered many blessings on (including memorials, offering, & Thrivent
Choice)
the staff and children of Wee Creations. They not only hosted our
Fundraisers (Edge & Garage Sale)
1.67%
Christmas party, but they also chose WCM as the recipient of
1.96%
their Christmas presents!! We received baby dolls, games, Grants
Peace
Operational
Support
puzzles, markers, crayons, vehicles, books bubbles, gift
(not to mention the free room & board,
certificates and monetary donations!! Wow! The kids were SO janitorial supplies, maintenance & custodi- 3.56%
excited to open all the gifts. THANK YOU!!!
al!!)
The children of our community will forever be grateful to the Tuition
86.44%
exploratory committee of Peace Lutheran Church that provided
100.00%
the seed money and the enthusiasm to get our preschool off the
ground! Over the years our program and grown and changed, Expenses
but one thing has never changed, the vision to serve the children Payroll
88.93%
of God’s kingdom with the best program we can offer.
Worker's Benefit
3.06%
Thank you! Come visit us anytime! Keep us in your
Classroom Supplies, Curriculum and all
8.01%
prayers as we reach out to the families of Wee Creations!
other expenses
th

Servants of Christ—

Sara Miller & Staff

100.00%

Thank you for the all the helping hands and your many years of
donating your “treasures.” Wee Creations will no longer be hosting
the rummage sale.

Catechism Connection—The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
I used to think this was a prey easy commandment to keep. I do not have any golden calves in my
home. I do not pray to or worship anyone or anything but the Triune God revealed to us in the Bible. So
I’ve got this one down—right?
The answer would be “yes” if I limited my understanding of the First Commandment to coarse idolatry—
the worshipping of a creature as God, or believing in a God who is not the Triune God. However, Luther
says our understanding of the First Commandment should be broader than this. For Luther, the First
Commandment means “we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”
That makes things a lile more diﬃcult.
What does it mean to fear, love, and trust in God? It
means respec+ng God so much that we want to do His
will. It means esteeming God as our highest good—
thinking more of Him than we do of anyone or anything
else. It means trus+ng in Him more than anyone or
anything else. It means pu,ng Him ﬁrst—before
everyone and everything else, including ourselves.
When we don’t do this, we are guilty of simple idolatry.
Jesus summarizes this perfectly in the Gospel of Mahew
22:37-38 — “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the great and ﬁrst commandment.”
Remember last months ar+cle about Law and Gospel?
This is the law. It convicts, and it guides. It shows us what
we do not and cannot do on our own. On our own, we put
ourselves ﬁrst. Thankfully, we are not on our own. We
have the help of the Holy Spirit, given to us in our bap+sm.
This is the Gospel!

Dear Friends at Peace,
Thank you for all the prayers,
thoughts and wishes during my
surgery and recovery. Our mighty
God had mercy and left me on earth a
while longer. Your prayers were a
tremendous comfort to me.
God bless you all.
Joan Wolfe

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS
or go to redcrossblood.org, sponsor code
“peaceluth”
to schedule your blood donation appointment.

Looking
By Deac Gina Teeple
When I talk about it, I ﬁnd myself wan+ng to repeat it again using diﬀerent words to make sure people really
understand.
One hundred and twenty kids.
One hundred and twenty kids coming together twice a week and hearing that were created by a God that
values them. One hundred and twenty kids coming together twice a week and hearing that this God
con+nues to care for them. One hundred and twenty kids coming together twice a week and hearing that
this God sent His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for them so that they may live eternally with Him!
Did I men+on that it is twice a week for EIGHT weeks?
In addi+on to hearing that God loves and values them each week, the kids also learned about three virtues.
Each virtue had two “boom lines” and a scripture verse for the kids to memorize.
I simply cannot overemphasize the poten+al impact of this program! In addi+on to those 120 kids, we had
coaches, referees, parents, siblings, grandparents, and friends – all looking Upward as they heard the Gospel
message each week and learned about Chris+an virtues and the promises of God.
We praise God for the success of this program, and we thank you for suppor+ng this important ministry!

2017-18 Upward Virtues
COURAGE
Boom Lines: I can be brave even when I don’t feel ready.
I can be brave because I know God keeps His promises.

Train up a child in the way he
should go; even when he is
old he will not depar om it.
-Proverbs 22:6

PATIENCE
Boom Lines: Trust God while you wait. When you think
you can’t wait, don’t forget what is true (God keeps His
promises!).
Verse: Be sll and wait paently for the Lord. Psalm 37:7

KINDNESS
Boom Lines: Do to others what you want them to do to
you. Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.
Verse: Do to others as you want them to do to you.
Luke 6:31

A Special THANK YOU!

Verse: When I am afraid, I will trust in you. Psalm 56:3

A special thank you to
all of the volunteers
that made this season
a success!
You are a blessing to
this ministry, and we
could not have done it
without you!

Ladies’ Night!
What:

We are going to see the live buerﬂy exhibit at the Botanical Conservatory in
Fort Wayne!

Date:

Thursday, May 3rd

Time:

Evening, TBD

Cost:

Admission to the Conservatory is $1

You can sign up at the informa+on desk if you are interested! Please talk to Gina Teeple if you
have any ques+ons.

Small Groups—Big Impact!
We are in the process of star+ng a Small Group Ministry at Peace, and the ﬁrst step is to ﬁnd
out who is interested in par+cipa+ng!

Are you interested in being part of a small group?
If you are, you can sign up at the informa+on desk or talk with Gina Teeple. Once we have
gathered a list of par+cipants, we will send out a ques+onnaire that will help us organize the
groups based on interests, availability, and desired outcomes.

According to a 2015 study,
Senior Citizens in America lose an
estimated $36.5 billion each year to
financial scams and abuse.

Protecng Seniors from
Scams & Fraud
Thursday, April 26th at 12:00 pm
Sergeant Ma Lazoﬀ of the Indiana State Police will
join us to share some of the current scams and frauds
targe+ng senior ci+zens.
We will have a potluck lunch prior to the presenta+on
at 11:30 a.m. This event is open to anyone who would
like to aend, so please invite your family, friends, and
neighbors!

The Fremont Merry
Mixers Home Economics
Club would like to extend an
invitation to any ladies
interested in joining our
organization.
We are a non-profit group who
meet the first Wednesday of each
month at Peace Lutheran Church
12-2:00 PM, luncheon included.
Come check us out, see what we
do! Feel free to call with any
questions — Vicki Foster,
President, 260-243-1308.

COUNT IT ALL FAITH!

355 E. State Rd. 120
Fremont, IN 46737

WOMEN’S RETREAT

SATURDAY,

APRIL 28, 2018

9:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M.
Doors open at 8:30 A.M.

TICKETS $10.00
Includes Brunch

Guest Speaker

ELAINE BICKEL
Author
Humorist
Inspirational Speaker
Youth and Family life Director

RESERVATIONS BEGIN APRIL 1
260-248-1166 (Judy)
260-495-4306 (church office)

As our mission for the day, we are
collecting items for Women in Transition:
70-page spiral notebooks and pens
Toiletries and shower totes
Paper products

WINGS OUTREACH —
Items are being collected for Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne
during the month of April: canned fruit and canned vegetables.
—————————————————————————

Don Luepke
It has been a roller coaster of a winter with some very warm days in both January and February but
then followed by bursts of cold and snow. I am not certain what is in store for us for the coming
months but it could be crazy as ever. Regardless, all of us who are intrigued by the the soil and
growing plants are certainly ready. There are no better optimists than gardeners. As I write this I
am down in Florida and have started some veggie and flower seeds. When your hands get dirty in
the soil, you just have to grow closer to your Creator.
“We begin the sixth year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.” Again, the first portion of
the name identifies who and what we are and the second why we exist, as we grow both
physically and spiritually. This is a unique ministry of Peace
Lutheran to help church and community members to
experience the joy of gardening and to share the fruits of
the harvest with others.
And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. Note: if you
request a plot, it is necessary that you make the
commitment to maintain the assigned garden area
throughout the entire growing season. Priority in
assignments will be given to gardeners who have had plots in
prior years as they have worked to develop a particular area.
The report is that all those who gardened last year thoroughly enjoyed the experience and are anxious to do
so again. Each plot is approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an area, you need to sign up in one of
two ways:
1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Information Desk at the front of the church.
2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-mail
address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the same
plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 8, so that we can develop our organizational plan.

We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes community and perhaps mentor them
in establishing a garden and producing food and flowers for their homes. If you know of someone
outside of our church family please let them know. It’s a matter of mission and ministry. After all we
are Peace Lutheran Church: “Friendly People – Growing in Christ,

Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!”

Let’s get growing!
Family Promise Report
Beginning Easter Sunday afternoon, we will be driving for Family Promise until the
following Sunday, April 8th. People from Peace transport homeless women and families from
the church where they sleep at night to the Day Center in Coldwater. Times are 7:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., April 1-8. Please call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302, to volunteer.
Thanks to all Peace people who pray for this mission.

