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Dear Friends, 

Someone once said that there are two kinds of people who pray: those who “pray their way out,” and those 

who “pray their way in.”  Unfortunately, most of us take our prayer lives most seriously when we are trying to 

“pray our way out.” 

• You're rushing to get to an appointment that you're already late for and you don't no ce the traffic cop's car 

un l you've whizzed halfway past it – Time to “pray your way out.” 

• You walk into class and suddenly realize the chapter test is today, not tomorrow – Time to “pray your way out.” 

• Your company announces it will soon begin making job cuts – Time to “pray your way out.” 

• Your spouse confronts you with words of anger and disappointment – Time to “pray your way out.” 

Regre(ably, life begins to skid when these situa ons arise.  They cause pain or fear, hardship or anger.  

But when it comes to prayer, I think that many of us when we were children were taught, “You're not allowed to be 

angry with God.” We may not have been taught that explicitly, but quite possibly it was implicitly modeled for us. 

And the teaching goes like this: Good Chris an boys and girls are forgiving and caring. They do not show anger. 

It's wrong to fight and argue. When you show your anger in ac ons that are hur2ul or nasty, you need to confess 

your sins quickly, say, “I'm sorry,” and be a pleasant person. So, don’t be angry with God. 

Well… maybe… 

Most of us soon discovered we live in a world where other people are not very pleasant. Other boys and girls called us 

names. We were “chicken” if we didn't fight. People served first in the cafeteria line were those who pushed 

ahead. Nice people o9en finished last; nice people o9en experienced the most hurt.  

We faced a dilemma. We were angry in a natural and appropriate way, and yet we were not to express that anger. 

We experienced hurt and pain—many  mes it was even with God!—and yet we felt we were not to put that 

anger into words. The only alterna ve for many of us was to turn the anger in on ourselves, to carry it around 

ourselves. We experienced a spiritual depression—feeling sad, lonely, frustrated and hurt.  

But, at some point, many Chris ans come across por ons of the Bible where people are ge=ng really angry; and 

many of them got angry at God. These are ancestors in faith expressing profound anger with God. Moses, David, 

Solomon, and Martha. People who were struggling with hurt and pain, frustra on and anger – and decided that 

the best thing to do would be to express it directly to God. Instead of praying themselves out of their situa ons 

and feelings, they rolled up their sleeves and began to pray their way into their situa ons and their feelings. 

Here are just a few examples:  

1. A9er enduring slavery in Egypt, aimless wandering in the desert, and constant complaints from the people, 

Moses complained to God, “Why do you treat your servant so badly?…Why are you so displeased with me that 

you burden me with all these people?  Did I conceive these people?  Did I give them birth?  Am I to carry them 

in my arms?” (Numbers 11) 

2. King David prays into his hurts and frustra ons, making his demand to God, “How long, O Lord?  Will you forget 

me forever?…Look on me and answer me, O Lord, my God.” (Psalm 13) 

3. And Martha, bless her heart, comes right out and confronts Jesus himself.  She’s downright rude!  “Lord, if you 

had been here, my brother would never have died!” (John 11) 

So, is it true, as Ecclesiastes 3 says, that there is “a  me to speak and a  me to be silent, a  me to love and a  me to 
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hate”?  Of course! Don’t pray your way out – push through and pray your way into these hurts!  Join this example 

of biblical ancestors and voice your anger, hurt, and frustra on with God.   

With God, as with any close friend or loved one, it is unlikely that every conversa on is going to swell with praise 

and thanks. A sterile, uncomplaining prayer misses the poten al for God’s surprising reversal and healing. If 

conversa ons with a friend can relieve hurt, understand how much more healing must occur when we invite 

God’s power – His mercy, steadfast love, pa ence and forgiveness – to bear on our lives. We bring our fury to 

God, not simply to find release from our emo ons, but also so that God can transform us through our 

experience of anger.   

Pray your way in to your hurt. 

I some mes wonder whether rosy, pre(y, comfortable prayers to God, rather than honest, heated, and 

some mes furious prayers, stem from a deep seated fear – the fear that you will anger the Almighty and set 

Him against you.  Then what would happen? 

I understand that this is a complicated thought. And a complex feeling. One that needs to be addressed in the 

environment of this sanctuary and  me of worship. Ask yourself honestly right now, do I think – or do I feel – 

that if I were to be truly honest in my prayer, God would be displeased and angry with me? 

The Good News of grace through Jesus Christ assures us that God is strong.  His shoulders are big enough. God 

isn’t pe(y. The rela onship does not hinge on whether you are in good standing with God. God is steadfast 

and longsuffering. That’s good news!   

You’ve heard me say it before, now hear me say it again in a different context.  Your salva on is not because of 

what you do. Hear it again, your rela onship with God is not maintained and established by you. You have 

been called and gathered into God’s family by Him!  Instead of faking your way through a rela onship with 

God, recognize and trust the work of Jesus to prove His unending love for you, His eternally open ear.  

One last biblical example: Jacob, in the Old Testament.  You remember that story? Jacob wrestled with God for a 

whole night and, a9erwards, God changed his name. He was then called Israel, which means “the one who 

struggles with God.”  That is your heritage. You are Israel. Instead of praying your way out of that fear, pray 

your way right in – wrestle with God in your prayers for a while. 

Your prayers can begin with the words, “God, I need to be angry for a while.” 

And may the peace that passes all understanding guard and keep your hearts and minds in true faith; it will bring 

you to life everlas ng.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Worship services continue each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.   

Soup Suppers precede the service beginning at 5:30 PM.  
(Please sign up to bring soup and/or dessert.)  

The theme for our Lenten services are:      “THY WILL BE DONE” 

Wednesday, February 28 — “God’s Will and My Identity” 
Wednesday, March 7 – “God’s Will and My Dreams” 
Wednesday, March 14 – “God’s Will and My Response” 

Wednesday March 21 “God’s Will and My Worldview” 

Maundy Thursday, March 29 – 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, March 30 – 7:00 PM 

    Easter Celebration, April 1 – 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 



Special Voters’ Assembly on March 4, 2018 
 
Dear friends,  

At the upcoming Voters’ Assembly, the voters will be considering, and voting on, the Articles of Association for the 

Peace Lutheran Permanent Endowment. This Voters’ meeting is the culmination of about six months of work by 

the Finance Committee and Board of Directors here at Peace.  

This article shares some of the background story to all this. 

Roughly nine months ago a family in the congregation approached the lay leadership of Peace about the 

possibility of establishing a Permanent Endowment. Out of their faith for God and love for this congregation, this 

family was considering making a sizable contribution, above and beyond their regular offering, to get such an 

Endowment started. They believed in the work of God through our congregation and were seeking a way to help 

keep the ministry vibrant in all the years to come.  

Rather than contributing to the General Fund, they were hoping to direct their gift to operate in a manner more 

like a trust. They wanted to establish a long-term, interest bearing account that would be managed and invested 

according to Lutheran Christian principles. Their hope was that, throughout the years to come, others in the 

congregation would also contribute to the Endowment so that, as it continued to grow, a portion of the 

Endowment could be used each year to help the congregation grow new ministries and take advantage of new 

opportunities.  

The lay leadership took up the opportunity and discussed it at the Board of Directors. The Board requested the 

Finance Committee investigate the possibility of establishing an Endowment and the diverse ways in which it could 

be managed. They were also to develop necessary paperwork. After multiple meetings, lengthy discussion, and 

investigation into other congregations’ Endowment Funds, the Finance Committee presented its findings and 

paperwork to the Board of Directors.  

At the upcoming meeting, the paperwork will be discussed. The packet of information has been made available in 

paper form at the Information Desk and by email upon request.  

Those documents are necessary for establishing the Permanent Endowment at Peace, and the various policies that 

would govern its activity. As the voters meet, please keep in mind two thoughts:  

1. The Articles of Association establish the Permanent Endowment and create the Permanent 

Endowment Committee (PEC) as a committee of the Board of Directors. 

2. The PEC will oversee the administration of the Permanent Endowment under the review and 

oversight of the Board of Directors. The initial policies governing the administration of the 

Permanent Endowment are included in the packet. Any changes to the policies must be approved 

by the PEC and the Board of Directors. 

At its February meeting, the Board of Directors unanimously approved sending those documents to the Voters’ 

Assembly for discussion and adoption. The Board believes those documents are sufficient and appropriate for 

approval, with the understanding that adjustments may need to be made in the future.  

At the Voters’ Assembly meeting on March 4, members of the Finance Committee will make a presentation to the 

voters to explain the documents and to answer any questions. They will endeavor to make a lot of this technical 

language understandable. They will also endeavor to explain how the Permanent Endowment will operate in the 

years to come.  

To God be the glory! 

The Board of Directors of Peace Lutheran Church 



GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM         
3/4             Brady Baas      Gage King  
3/11                     Aiden Koch 
3/18             Lauren Teeple      Ethan Miller 
3/25               Grace Shelburne 
  
ALTAR GUILD:  Please sign up with a friend to serve. 

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Amber@plcms.org 
 GTeeple@plcms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Poverty Report and an Opportunity to Serve 

Homelessness and food insecurity is an issue across the 
nation and the world.  According to United Way, forty-six 
percent of households in Branch County struggle to stay 
above the poverty line; of that percentage, 16.8% actually live 
in poverty (U.S. Census Bureau).  Low-wage jobs continue to 
dominate employment across Michigan, with 62 % of jobs 
paying less than $20 per hour, and more than two-thirds of 
those paying less than $15 per hour.  Community 
organizations in Branch County and surrounding counties 
have partnered to begin to address the needs of financially 
struggling households: decrease the cost of household basics; 
improve job opportunities; help households adjust to fast-
paced job change, including supports that allow people to 
pursue temporary and contract work during gaps in 
employment and avoid sliding deeper into hardship. 

Family Promise works in the midst of homelessness, often 
brought on by some of the reasons listed.  Statistics come with 
faces as drivers from Peace meet real people and host 
churches provide food, friendship, shelter, and sensitivity.   

If you feel called to help with this ministry and want more 
information on providing transportation, please talk with  
Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302.   

We drive next April 1 - 8 and May 27 - June 2, 2018. 

Lenten devotionals  
are available  

at the  
Information Desk.  

Please help yourself! 



EASTER is COMING 
 
We are asking anyone  who would like 
to bring flowers for Easter to purchase 
their own at the store/florist of their 
choice. Please have them at the church 
by Saturday at 9 AM, March 31st.  
 
You may pick them up following the 
10:30 AM Worship service on Easter 
Sunday. Thank you for adorning our 
church for this special day. 

Dominican Republic Mission Trip 

We have a few spots available for the Thrivent Worldwide Builds 

mission trip in July!  If you are interested, or know someone  

over 18 years old who would like more information,  

contact Amber at 260-414-8184 or at amber@plcms.org. 

Easter Pie SalesEaster Pie SalesEaster Pie SalesEaster Pie Sales    
    

We are once again 

offering pies from United 

Pies of Elkhart  

for $10 each.   

If you haven’ t tasted their pies, they 

are delicious! 
 

February 28th is the last day to 

preorder pies.  An order form is 

located in the Fellowship Hall  

near the Edge Table.  

They will be delivered on Friday, 

March 16th and may be picked up 

that afternoon or the following few 

Sundays-just in time for Easter! 
 

All proceeds will be used towards 

airfare for the mission trip. 
 



Check it out! 
We have a large selec on of books on paren ng in the library!  Here are a few examples… 

Love & Respect in the Family by Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 

Psychological studies affirm what the Bible has always said: children need the love that 

God tell us to give them (Titus 2:4).  And parents desire the respect that Scripture 

plainly says is our due (Exodus 20:12). 

Love & Respect in the Family gives prac cal guidance to help break the Crazy Cycle of 

family conflict and replace it with a healthy, energizing rhythm.  Based on what the 

Bible says to       parents about paren ng, this book focuses on achieving healthy family 

dynamics.  Dr. Eggerichs offers unprecedented transparency by including input from his 

wife and three adult children, who share wisdom gained from the good, the bad, and 

the ugly of their family life.  It’s all here in this eye-opening explora on of the biblical 

principles on paren ng that can help make families func on as God intended. 

The Five Love Languages of Children by Gary Chapman & Ross Campbell, M.D. 

Each child, like an adult, expresses and receives love best through one of five different     

communica on styles.  This truth can work against parents who speak different love          

languages than their children.  However, when properly prepared, moms and dads can 

use this informa on to help them meet their children’s deepest emo onal needs. 

You can learn to speak your child’s love language fluently.  Discover your child’s primary 

love language—quality  me, words of affirma on, gi9s, acts of service, or physical 

touch—and learn what you can do to effec vely convey uncondi onal feelings of respect, 

affec on, and commitment that will resonate in your child’s soul. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Congregational Leadership 
 

Chairman: Jim Miller 
Vice-Chairman: Andy Goeglein 
Treasurer: Dan Haffner 
Financial Secretary: Karen Dalrymple 
Director of Education: Amber Vonderau 
Secretary: Pam Hall 
Elders: Joe Moore 
Deacons: Fritz Hermann 
Trustees: Curt Shelburne 
Director of Evangelism: Ellen Luepke 
Director of Fellowship: Donna Lagemann 

Service of Prayer  

for the Ill and Their Caregivers 

On Good Friday, before our full service at 7pm, 
we will be having a brief Service of the Word and 
Prayer. This is a gathering for people who are ill 
or suffering, caregivers, and anyone seeking a 
quiet opportunity to hear God’s Word and ask for 
His loving and merciful help.  

At 6pm, we will be hearing the Word of God for 
our comfort, and will be asking for God’s help in 
our time of need. Then, 
at 7pm we will gather 
and hear how God heals 
our greatest need 
through the forgiveness 
we have because of 
Jesus’ death.  



Moved to Action by Christ’s Compassion 
Deac. Gina Teeple 

When my children were li(le, I packed an enormous bag every  me we went 

anywhere.  I made sure I was prepared for every scenario – extra clothes, snacks, 

something to drink, toys, books, more snacks, diapers, hand wipes, diaper wipes, 

special wipes for their sno(y noses, some extra snacks, a Tide pen, a small sewing 

kit, a first aid kit, and some snacks.  I was prepared. 

Maybe that is why I feel a li(le judgmental every  me I read the story where Jesus 

feeds the 5,000.  A huge crowd followed Jesus in to the desert, stayed too long 

and, apparently, did NOT come prepared.  At the very least, they did not bring 

enough food. 

I had a different reac on when I read the story again recently in Mark 6.  I felt very 

convicted by Jesus’ reac on to the unprepared people.  He has compassion on 

them, and he tells his disciples to do something about it: 

And when it grew late, his disciples came to [Jesus] and said, “This is a 

desolate place, and the hour is now late.  Send them away to go into the 

surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  

Jesus answered them: 

 “You are right.  They need to go feed themselves.” 

“Seriously?  They came all the way out here without food?  Did they expect us  

to feed them?” 

“You give them something to eat…How many loaves do you have?” 

Interes ngly, the same thing happened again.  Mark records the feeding of 4,000 

in chapter 8: 

In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing 

to eat, [Jesus] called his disciples to him and said to them, 

“These people are ridiculous!  Lack of prepara on on their part does not 

cons tute an emergency on my part.” 

“I fed them once.  I am not going to feed them again.” 

“I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with me now three 

days and have nothing to eat.  And if I send them away hungry to their homes, 

they will faint on the way.  And some of them have come from far away…How 

many loaves do you have?” (v 1-3) 

Jesus could have made manna fall from the sky.  He could have brought in quail.  

Instead, he chose to work through his disciples and what they already had.  But here is 

the best part – Jesus s ll did all the work:   

And [Jesus] took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave 

them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd.  

And they had a few small fish.  And having blessed them, he said that these also 

should be set before them.  And they ate and were sa sfied.  And they took up the 

broken pieces le9 over, seven baskets full.  

We don’t always have sympathy or compassion of our own.  Instead, we are moved to 

ac on by Christ’s compassion.  We bring what he has already given us – an abundance of 

food, a steady income, gi9s and abili es – even when it doesn’t seem like enough, and he 

mul plies it.  He does the work. 

Some of the ways YOU can feed them... 

In our community 

• Donate to one of the food pantries in our 

area: 

 Angola United Methodist Church 

 220 West Maumee St 

 Angola, IN   

 (260) 665-3917 

   

 Fremont Community Church 

 101 North Coldwater Road 

 Fremont, IN 

 (260) 495-2122 

  

 Project Help of Steuben County, Inc. 

 711 E. Harcourt Rd 

 Angola, IN 

 (260) 665-9697 

  

• Donate to Boomerang Backpacks.  The 

Boomerang Backpack program is a 

weekend food distribu on program that 

provides elementary students typically 

enrolled in the free or reduced lunch 

programs with a backpack filled with 

healthy foods for the weekend. Learn more 

at www.boomerangbackpacks.org. 

  

Around the world 

• Help our Sunday School children fill their 

rice bowls throughout lent.  Rice Bowls is a 

non-profit organiza on that seeks to 

provide food for orphaned children in the 

name of Christ.   Learn more about it at 

www.ricebowls.org. 

• Make or buy some baked goods.  We will be 

having a bake sale in the month of April to 

support children’s orphanages in Hai . 



WINGS 
UPCOMING EVENTS … 
 

Women’s Retreat — Saturday, April 28, 2018 
8:30AM—1PM with Evelyn Bickel 

Count it all Faith! “ We walk by faith, not by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 
Cost $10. (Lunch included.)  

Please sign up or contact Judy Scharpenberg if you can help… 260-833-3651. 

WINGS OUTREACH —  

Beverages are being collected 
during March for the Seminary 
in Fort Wayne: 

Coffee Tea Juice 
Kool-aid  Lemonade 

2017 Choice Dollars® Expire on March 31, 2018 

Don't wait to direct 

Good Friday is on March 30th and March 31st falls 

on Saturday. As a result, the corporate office is closed 

on both of these days. To ensure that Choice Dollars 

directions get processed before the deadline, Direct 

your Choice Dollars now! 

There are two easy options for directing Choice Dollars: 

Online at www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 
Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at 
the prompt. The Member Connection Center is 
open until 6 p.m. Central time, Monday – Friday. 

Questions? 

 

Please contact a representative from the Member 

Connection Center at 800-847-4836and say "Thrivent 

Choice" or email fraternal@thrivent.com. For faster 

service, have your member ID or contract number available. 

 

For more information on the Thrivent Choice® program, please visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 

 

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent members and Thrivent Member 

Networks in providing grants that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent's mission and its 

purposes under state law.  


