
Dear Friends, 

 

Some �me ago, I heard it jokingly said that people should not 

look in the bathroom mirror first thing in the morning. The 

image you see may be a bit too shocking for your good health!  

In response to that, the following advice was given: just wait 

un�l a$er you have taken your shower and given yourself the 

once-over. Maybe then the image won’t be quite so dreadful! 

Granted, your early morning encounter with the mirror may be 

more invigora�ng than mine. But, regardless of the image you 

see, looking in the mirror always results in someone looking back at you. In the morning, that someone 

usually has more wild hair, wrinkles, blemishes, squinty eyes, and other visual shockers than what you 

might consider fla,ering! (Maybe our spouses or family or roommates deserve a “thank-you” for all of 

the shocking mornings they have spent with us!) 

And one thing is certain: mirrors tell the truth. They are not diploma�c. They don’t hide the truth, 

except when they fog up, thus shielding the naked truth. (Perhaps that is the best benefit of a hot 

shower in the morning!)  

Mirrors are frank.  Some�mes, it is difficult to look in the mirror – the sight can be alarming!   

Spiritual Mirrors 

During the month of January, instead of challenging you to set some sort of spiritual New Year’s 

Resolu�on, I am challenging you to do something different instead. I challenge you to look into the 

spiritual mirror and examine yourself; and then, a$er a bit of self-reflec�ng, I challenge you to do some 

praying. (Don’t worry – I’m going to be doing this along with you!)  

Now, it may be shocking, but it needs to be done. Look in the spiritual mirror. In order to 

do that, ask yourself the following ques�ons:  

How am I doing in my walk with Christ?  

How does my faith-life “look”? Is it alarming?  

Is my faith-life appealing to those who might see me?  

Are there areas that are blemished?  

Are there areas that I am embarrassed about, simply using good behavior as a make-up to cover?  

Are others even able to see the beau�ful faith that I cling to? 

 

Spiritual Image 

As an example, compare your “spiritual image” with the Fruit of the Spirit. Gala�ans 5:22-23 says the 

Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa�ence, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control. Because these in the list are the outward signs of our living and ac�ve faith-life, they can act as 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY     

 
Winter is the perfect season to 
work on this warm project. 
 
As the shawls are finished, they 
may be left in the church kitchen 
or taken to the sewing rooms. 
Thank you for your help. 

The Peace Knitting group meets the 1st and 
3rd Monday of each month from 1-3:00 PM. 
Contact Eunice Hoover with any questions. 

—————————————— 
WINGS OUTREACH 

 
    We will be collecting the over-the-counter 
medications for Concordia Seminary in Fort 
Wayne during the month of January: 

Tylenol (adult & children’s) 
Ibuprofen Allergy medications 
Cough medications Motrin 

(continued) 
the mirror in which we examine our faith’s image. How do you line up with these? If your image doesn’t 

look too good, tell God and ask for His grace and forgiveness. 

It takes effort to look good! It starts with washing (we will get to the connec�on to bap�sm in a 

moment!). Then comes grooming, combing, styling, brushing, gargling, primping, powdering and the like.  

So too in our spiritual life, it takes effort to live a holy and God-pleasing life. Thank God that He has done 

the work to make you presentable! Thank God that He gives you a bath in your bap�sm! Thank God that 

He reaches out to you with His Word and grace! Thank God that He empowers you with His Holy Spirit to 

know that we are being renewed and cleansed from the inside out! 

Just like you wouldn’t want to walk out the door in the morning without a bath, s�ll wearing your ‘bed-

head,’ so too, in your Chris�an life, don’t want to walk around as if you haven’t had your spiritual bath! 

Pray to God, immerse yourself in His Word, forgiveness and strength! 

Each One Has a Place in This! 

I want to remind you, as always, that God has given each of us his mission to reach out, to spread his 

whole word of Law and Gospel, and to change this love-less world with his Love. We are to be reflec�ons 

of His love and mercy! Jesus himself commissioned each of us to seek the lost, to bring good news of 

change: His message of saving grace. 
 

You are a part of this ministry.   

You are an instrument of God.   

You are able to accomplish all things in Christ.   

You have a role as an agent for God’s posi�ve change! 
 

God’s peace and blessings to you.   

Pastor 
——————————————————————————— 

My sincere thanks to the anonymous people who 

left special gifts on my desk around Christmastime!         

I don’t know who you were, but you made my day, 

and I am very grateful! 

Thank you! 

Pastor   

 

—————————————————————- 

 

I would like to THANK EVERONE for all the 

prayers, get well wishes, cards, phone calls and 

food. It has been a long 3½ years. BUT I have seen 

and felt God’s love through all of you, especially 

my husband, who has been by my side all the way. 

I sincerely appreciate all of you! 

Jeanie Frasier 



    
A Blessed A Blessed A Blessed A Blessed     

New Year New Year New Year New Year     

to all!to all!to all!to all!    
 

As we continue to “Hark the 
Glad Sound” in celebration and 
power of the Birth of our King, let 
us carry that joy into the new year. 
Thursday Morning Bible Class is set 
to resume at 9:30 AM, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
The door is always open, the coffee 
pot on, and friends eager to hear 
God speak to us through His Word. 
We will resume our study of “Names 
of God” on: 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2018THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2018THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2018THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 2018    

You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!    

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM   
1/7       Jaeger Bergquist 
1/14           Brady Baas   Elijah Hendrickson 
1/21                        Gage King 
1/28         Lauren Teeple       Aiden Koch 
  
 
ALTAR GUILD: (ask a friend and sign up together!) 

The Lutheran Witness 
       It is time for our congregation to subscribe to 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS. Read about exciting 
ways the gospel is brought to people everywhere, 
learn how Christians support those in need, share 
in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more 
informed about our church’s activities. For $11.00/
year, you can keep in touch with the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod congregations in our 
district, in the United States and worldwide. 
  
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$11.00 by January 14, 2017. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

  
NAME ____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _________________________ 
  
                 _________________________ 
  
    __  Renewal     __ New Subscription 



   -A CUP AND A PRAYER- 
      WINGS JANUARY PROJECT 

 

During January, at 8:30AM each day, all ladies of Peace are invited to join WINGS prayer 

warriors while sipping on a cup of your choice of hot beverage.  Create your prayer 

space with a warm quilt, rocking chair, quiet corner or whatever it takes to create an atmosphere for prayer.   

If you would like to be included in an email that reminds you each week and updates our prayer topics, 

please email to Judy Scharpenberg at kjscharp@mchsi.com or join our WINGS Facebook page.     

 

This year our WINGS January prayer �me is going to focus on the mission statement of Peace … Friendly 

People – Growing in Christ called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate.  Now think of 

the mul�tude of groups of friendly people who are associated with Peace Lutheran Church!  The prayer for 

each group, each week, is the same – to be friendly people, to be growing people, to be people who support 

the Peace mission within their special group and who organize their ac�vi�es within the parameters of each 

part of the mission.  As you pray for each group, the challenge is to discover just how the Peace mission is 

“expressed” by that group.  Please add any groups that may not be listed. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  

January 1 – 5 Leaders of Worship, Sunday School/Bible Class, Confirma)on 
Monday Pastor and Bible Class, Sunday School, Youth Ministry and Confirma�on teachers 

Tuesday What is their Friendship quo�ent?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 

Wednesday How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  

Thursday How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 

Friday What ac�vi�es demonstrate caring for each other and celebra�ng together? 
 

January 8 – 12 Groups directly related to our Worship )me  
Monday Musicians, Greeters, Elders, Altar Guild, Lectors, Ushers, Computer specialists, Acolytes 

Tuesday What is their Friendship quo�ent?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 

Wednesday How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  

Thursday How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 

Friday What ac�vi�es demonstrate caring for each other and celebra�ng together? 
 

January 15 - 19 Groups who are involved in the organiza)on of Peace 
Monday Trustees, Office Staff, Financial people, Maintenance, Church Council, WINGS, WCM 

Tuesday What is their Friendship quo�ent?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 

Wednesday How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  

Thursday How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 

Friday What ac�vi�es demonstrate caring for each other and celebra�ng together? 
 

January 22 – 26 Groups who support the mission of Peace in the community 
Monday Sewing Sisters, VBS, Upward, DOVES, Opera�on Christmas Child, Family Promise 

Tuesday What is their Friendship quo�ent?  In what way do they grow in their own faith? 

Wednesday How do you see them involved in praising our God and proclaiming the Gospel?  

Thursday How do they help our people learn about their faith and grow in God’s love? 

Friday What ac�vi�es demonstrate caring for each other and celebra�ng together? 



NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS & HELPING HANDS! 
 

We are anticipating another amazing Upward season! We have over 80 children 

already registered for basketball and cheerleading, and we aren’t even to our 

second evaluation! Please prayerfully consider how you can help support this 

awesome ministry! 

 

What is Upward? Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for age 4—Grade 4. 

When? Practice Tuesdays & Thursdays 5-8 pm; Cheer on Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 pm 

  Games are on Saturdays beginning at 8 am on January 20, 2018 

Dates? January 9th—March 10th 

Where? Peace Lutheran Church Gym 

How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!! 

Volunteers needed: 

• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches 

• Cheerleading Coaches 

• Referees 

• Prayer Partner 

• Advertising 

• Halftime Activity Leader 

• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Evaluations & Orientation Volunteers 

• Concessions 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

• Many of these positions require an hour or less per week! 

• Can you help?  
 

Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner 

Please contact Scott Miller if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 



Ge3ng Started!! 

Director of Family Life and Faith Forma�on.  It has a nice ring to it, doesn’t it?  It also sounds pre,y 

official and has a funny abbrevia�on (DFLAFF).  But what does it mean?  And what exactly does the 

Director of Family Life and Faith Forma�on do? 

 

According to my job descrip�on, “the purpose of serving as Director of Family Life and Faith Forma�on 

at Peace Lutheran Church is to glorify God by deploying the various people and resources of Peace 

Lutheran Church so that its members and friends are equipped to ‘Learn and Love.’” 

 

But what does this mean?   

 

I spent a lot of �me looking at my job descrip�on trying to figure that out.  I also spent some �me 

looking through the strategic plan, and rereading Pastor Teeple’s newsle,er ar�cles on what it means 

for us to “Learn and Love” as a congrega�on (they are wonderful, by the way—I highly recommend 

them!), and talking with my new coworkers. 

 

Here is what I learned...All of my specific du�es and responsibili�es essen�ally revolve around one 

thing: suppor�ng and equipping all of you, so that you can grow in faith and in love toward one 

another.  In order to do that, I first need to learn more about you and the current ministries at Peace.  

That is what I have tried to do over the past three months, and it is what I will con�nue to do.   

 

I will share more about the specifics in the coming months.  In the mean�me, I want to thank you again 

for the love, encouragement, and pa�ence you have shown me in these first months.  Star�ng in a new 

posi�on can be in�mida�ng—especially if it is a posi�on that did not exist before!  Your support has 

made this transi�on not only smooth, but joyful! 

 

Deaconess Gina Teeple 

Catechism Connec)on 

Did you know Luther didn’t just write the Small Catechism for the instruc�on of young people?  He 

intended it to be used regularly throughout the Chris�an life, as he himself did.   

Luther wrote, “I, too, am a theologian who has a,ained a fairly good prac�cal 

knowledge and experience of Holy Scriptures through various dangers.  But I do not 

so glory in this gi$ as not to join my children daily in prayerfully reci�ng the 

Catechism, that is, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s prayer and 

medita�ng on them with an a,en�ve heart.  I do not merely pass over the words 

hurriedly, but I carefully observe what the individual word means.  And really, if I 

do not do this but am preoccupied with other business, I feel a definite loss 

because of the neglect.  For God gave the Word that we should impress it on ourselves, as Moses says 

(Deuteronomy 6:7), and prac�ce it.  Without this prac�ce our souls become rusty, as it were, and we 

lose ourselves.” 

Star�ng next month, we will begin reviewing por�ons of the Catechism and how they apply to our daily 

lives as Chris�ans! 



Special Gifts — 2017 
 
Thanks to your generous support over the 
last year, as a congregation we were able to 
support the following CHARITIES with special 
gifts at the close of 2017. We are indeed:  

“Blessed to be a Blessing.” 
Thanks again, for your amazing outreach. 

 
Local Missions              2017 
Boomerang Backpack                       $500 
CASA of Northeastern Indiana           $500 
Compassion Pregnancy Center           $500 
Faith Community Health Clinic                   $1250 
Family Promise             $500 
Project Help of Steuben County          $2000 
RISE               $500 
Steuben County Luke 3:11 Coat Ministry      $500 
Steuben County Council on Aging          $1000 
Turning Point             $1000 
Women in Transition             $500 
              $8750 
Regional Missions 
Hope in a Handbag             $500 
L.A.I.M. (Lutheran Assoc. for Inst. Ministries)    $500 
Lutheran Military Veterans & Families          $500 
Lutheran Social Services of NE Indiana       $1000 
Ray of Hope (Children needing special surgeries)   $500 
Worship for Shut-Ins            $1000 
              $3500 
National/International Missions 
Adopt-A-Student           $2000 
English District Mission            $500 
Hope Seeds              $150 
Lutherans for Life             $500 
The Lutheran Hour (LLL)            $500 
Lutheran World Relief             $500 
MAG Aviation (Paul Jones)            $500 
Wheatridge Ministries             $100 
                                 $4750 
 
        Grand Total $17,500 

To God alone be the glory! 

Thank You Youth VolunteersThank You Youth VolunteersThank You Youth VolunteersThank You Youth Volunteers    

We want to extend a HUGE thank We want to extend a HUGE thank We want to extend a HUGE thank We want to extend a HUGE thank 
you for all the volunteers, you for all the volunteers, you for all the volunteers, you for all the volunteers, 

supporters, donors, and prayer supporters, donors, and prayer supporters, donors, and prayer supporters, donors, and prayer 
partners that help us teach and partners that help us teach and partners that help us teach and partners that help us teach and 

serve the young people of Peace serve the young people of Peace serve the young people of Peace serve the young people of Peace 
and beyond.  Whether you have and beyond.  Whether you have and beyond.  Whether you have and beyond.  Whether you have 

taught Sunday School, contributed taught Sunday School, contributed taught Sunday School, contributed taught Sunday School, contributed 
snack, donated towards the snack, donated towards the snack, donated towards the snack, donated towards the 
ministry, painted scenery,             ministry, painted scenery,             ministry, painted scenery,             ministry, painted scenery,             

or supervised sugaror supervised sugaror supervised sugaror supervised sugar----filled children filled children filled children filled children 
in the gymin the gymin the gymin the gym----    

WE APPRECIATE YOU!WE APPRECIATE YOU!WE APPRECIATE YOU!WE APPRECIATE YOU! 
    
    
    
    
    
For information on what is going on 
in Youth Ministry at Peace, join our 

Facebook Page by searching 
Peace Lutheran Sunday School.Peace Lutheran Sunday School.Peace Lutheran Sunday School.Peace Lutheran Sunday School.    



“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 
Preschool & Daycare Min- istry at Peace Lu-

January 2018 
 
 December was a fun filled, busy month at Wee Creations! This year Wee Creations has been 

incredibly blessed by the ladies from WINGS. To kick of the year, the ladies packed wonderful 

“Welcome Back to School” presents for all of our teachers. Then they hosted our Staff Christmas 

party which was also wonderful. We closed out December with an amazing Christmas program 

featuring our children! The church was packed, the children did a wonderful job, and we had some 

amazing people from Peace who came to host hospitality and greet our families with Christmas 

carols! We were especially thankful for Pastor’s voice as our narrator and Judy Scharpenberg on the 

piano. What a blessing!  

 We would like to extend a hearty thank you to all the people of Peace.  The first-class 

facility (classrooms, playground, gym, sanctuary, 

everything!) that Peace offers to the families of Wee 

Creations is the best in our area! Our rooms are so 

big, well lit, CLEAN, and well-equipped.  It is truly a 

blessing to come to work each day knowing that our 

building is safe, secure and that our children are 

being cared for by an extremely qualified and loving 

staff! Thank you for giving WCM a beautiful facility! 

Thank you for maintaining our beautiful facility.  

Thank you for enthusiastically supporting Wee 

Creations thorough purchasing EDGE cards, 

Thrivent Choice donations, envelop contributions, 

donations and memorials! Thank you for your 

continued support!  
  

 The Staff and Board of Wee Creations would like to wish you and your family a blessed 

Holiday Season! Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to the families of Wee Creations, and 

thank you again for your continued support! 
 

Servants of Christ—   

Sara Miller & Staff 


