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February Newsletter, 2017
Dear Friends in Christ,
I am sure I don’t need to tell you Easter is coming – April 1 – and that means that our Lenten season
begins this month; February 14 is Ash Wednesday.
But putting aside our worship and liturgical references during services, “Easter” advertising is
everywhere in the stores and on TV. (Of course, I call it “Easter” advertising, because almost none of it has
to do with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.)
Even though some people don’t know much about the Christian meaning in this holiday, they can still
sense something special is happening. They see Easter decorations; they see Easter candy.
With all these candies and lightly-colored decorations, today’s culture and marketing specialists say
Easter is a special day for children – it’s also a special day for adults too!
Easter is an extraordinary day for Christians. It’s the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son
and our Savior, from the dead. It sounds funny to say, but in order to die Christ had to be born and live!
As you recall, our Christian story literally took shape at Christmas. On Christmas, Christians recall the
birth of Jesus. Between Christmas and Easter, we tell and retell the stories of how Jesus grew to be a man.
We hear of the miracles He performed to ful5ill the Old Testament prophecies that demonstrated He was
indeed God’s Son and the promised Savior.
Six weeks before Easter, Christians begin preparing for Easter with the season of Lent. During this time,
Christians recall Jesus’ suffering and death. Lent reminds us that it was because of our sins that God’s Son
left His home in heaven.
As a Christian, I believe that Jesus Christ lived a life on earth – that He was born into a family and had
friends…what might be called ‘loving relationships’. He even had enemies and those who plotted against
him…what might be called ‘strained relationships’. As a Christian, I confess that by faith I now have a
relationship with Him…what might be called a ‘saving relationship’. And those thoughts get me thinking
about relationships again.
God’s understanding of life lived in relationship to others is different than the world’s understanding.
The world tells us that to be in love and in a relationship with others should be like boxes of chocolate –
sweet and tied with a cute pink bow. The world often tells us that love should not be dif5icult or hard. The
world tells us that relationships should not cause us any stress or strain. The world tells us that if those
relationships do cause problems, they aren’t real and they aren’t worth having. And that message isn’t
always direct, often it comes indirectly by insinuation.
Interestingly, this year, Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day. So we are going to come
together for worship and be reminded of what real love looks and sounds like. When we read
in John 3:16 that “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life,” we 5ind out that God’s understanding is
that being in a loving relationship means bearing a burden.
When God wanted a relationship with us, He took on a burden and sent Jesus to be with us. Then He took
on another burden and lived a life here with us. Finally, He took our sins to the cross where He suffered
the burden of hanging bloodily with those sins on His body.
— continued on page 2

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services.
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.
Contact our Deacons with any questions.
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable),
feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of
the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a

replacement or contact our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify the church
office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.
ACOLYTES:
8 AM
2/4
2/11
Brady Baas
2/18
2/25
Lauren Teeple

10:30 AM
Ethan Miller
Grace Shelburne
Jaeger Bergquist
Elijah Hendrickson

ALTAR GUILD: Judy Hostetler, Sandy Heilman

— continued from front page
Christ lived the perfect life God asks us to live. Jesus suffered the punishment for our sins through His
death on the cross. Just before He died, Jesus said, “It is 5inished.” His work for us was complete. God
demonstrated that He accepted Jesus’ sacri5ice for us by raising His Son to life again on Easter.
Through faith, we believe that what Jesus did counts for us. Now, when God looks at us, He does not see
our sinful lives. Rather, He sees the perfect life of His Son. And, as God’s children, we are promised eternal
life with Him in heaven.
This is the beautiful and simple story of God’s love for us!
If you have never heard this story or if it has been a long time since you paid any attention to it, I encourage
you to do something. (If you have heard the Easter story for many years and know it by heart, I encourage
you to do something too.)
Here it is: Attend the midweek Lenten services, as well as the Holy Week and Easter services here at
church! When you do, you walk the path of Jesus and experience the joy surrounding this special day by
being present in Jesus’ own house!
Afterwards – and this is really important! – talk about what you see, hear, taste, and smell. The church is
beautifully adorned. We sing special and familiar songs of triumph. The 5lowers on the altar are
particularly pleasant. If someone welcomes you with the old Christian greeting, “Christ is risen”, you can
respond with “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!”
As we rejoice in the Easter story, may your hearts be touched by the depth of Christ’s love.
As we are joined together by Word, song, and Sacrament, may the direction of your lives be
changed to re5lect God’s will. As we remember and celebrate, may God richly bless you this
Holiday season!
Pastor Jeff Teeple

Check it out!
Have you looked in the library lately? We have a great collecon of books, bible studies,
and music with more items being added each month!
Here are just a few examples, along with their descripons...

Why Should I Trust the Bible? By A. Trevor Suon
You’ve got tough quesons about the Bible.
Maybe you’ve even heard things like “the Bible is racist.” Or “the Bible has
too many errors or edits.” Or “the Bible is merely a mythological story like
Homer’s Odyssey.”
This book tackles accusaons like those head on. Pastor A. Trevor Su-on
compares the Bible to wrings that have been deemed more credible than
the Bible, like the Book of Mormon, encyclopedias, and even Shakespeare’s
works. He tests the Bible using the same rigorous standards that have been
used to test those other wrings. He examines historical evidence, witness
accounts, and translaon concerns.
By the end, you’ll be able to be-er defend your faith when its very
foundaon is a-acked. You’ll get many of your tough quesons answered.
And you’ll see that when all other texts fall, the Bible stands—as completely, undeniably trustworthy.

Song of Abraham By Ellen Gunderson Traylor
This novel unfolds the tumultuous saga of one man who became a naon.
Abraham, the prince of Ur, le0 behind the greatest civilizaon of his day to
follow words of promise with deeds of faith. Across the hosle desert, through
the Baal-worshiping lands of Damascus, past the infamous dens of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and into the very heart of the Pharaoh’s Egypt, Abraham carved a
lasng path over an ancient land, a path which you will sll see in today’s
Middle East headlines.
This richly colorful novel portrays a man of strength, will, and purpose who
remains unparalleled in history. Few books could hope to have as grand a
subject—and few books will ever be as memorable as Ellen Gunderson Traylor’s
fascinang reconstrucon of the life of Abraham.

THE NAMES OF GOD continues as our focus of study each Thursday morning
at 9:30am. The Holy Trinity has a host of names for each character trait of God and
knowing these names empowers our faith to trust in the Lord like never before.
PRAYING His names can strengthen our relationship with Him as well as our own
understanding. Adonai, Elohim, El Shaddai, Immanuel, Yahweh, Jehovah, are just a
few names given in Scripture to help us understand and appreciate the character of
our Awesome God. Join us, any Thursday and be blessed.
Please note: when Fremont schools are CLOSED for weather-related reasons, WE do NOT meet.
If class is canceled for any other reason, you will be notified by email or phone.

——————————————————————–———————
TRINE UNIVERSITY STUDENT MINISTRY UPDATE: The second semester of studies is well
underway and our students continue to need and appreciate your emails and prayers. Although the
weather outside may be “frightful”, our support and encouragement to these young men and women
must remain “delightful”. So, please, keep up the good work, email regularly and pray regularly, for the
need is great and the rewards even greater.

———————————————————————
VISITOR CONTACTS:
Part of the Peace Lutheran Mission Statement is “Care & Celebrate”. When we come to celebrate
worship or activities within our church building we can care enough to greet new people around us.
Everyone likes to feel welcome. In 2017 the Peace Evangelism Team made 59 family contacts. This
included 3 phone calls, 1 in-person visit, 1 email, and 53 Peace postcards with a personal message
mailed. Of those 59, 18 were 1st time visitors, with 7 of those being Trine students. Also of those 59,
ten live within easy driving distance of Peace. Please join us in reaching out.
Our next Evangelism Team meeting will be
Thursday, February 8, at 11:30 AM.

Save the Date!

2018 Women’s Retreat
Saturday, April 28th
Speaker — Evelyn

Bickel

WINGS Outreach
Collecting the following items for Concordia
Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of
February:
Baby Products
Diapers & Wipes
Formula
Baby Food

Count it all Faith!
“We walk by faith, not by sight.”
2 Corinthians 5:7

9:00 AM — 1:00 PM
Cost $10 (includes brunch)
Watch upcoming bulletins and your church
mailbox for more details.

MEN’S BREAKFAST —
meets the third Saturday of each month.
Plan to come!
Saturday,
February 17, 2018
8 AM-9:30 AM

Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992”

February 2018
Life is always interesting at WCM! Just when you
think you can sit back, relax and enjoy the blessings,
a new opportunity for serving children arises!
January always brings new enrollments and some
children moving up to new classrooms. It is amazing
how quickly the new children join in and become a
part of each classroom community.
Sharing the message of Jesus is the primary
mission of Wee Creations. The Bible stories our
children learned about this month included: Jesus in
the Temple, the Baptism of Jesus,
Jesus Calls the Disciples, and Jesus
Blesses the Children. What a
blessing to be able to share all the
wonderful news of Jesus each
month with young minds who soak it
up like sponges!
Our EDGE program (Earned Dollars Go to
Education) continues to be such a blessing! Thank
you to all who participated in 2017. We raised almost
$3000 using this program! Orders are place on the 1st
and 3rd Mondays each month. Please see the
volunteers at the EDGE table for more details!
Another huge thank you goes out to all who
have designated your Thrivent Choice Dollars to
Wee Creations! In 2017, we received almost $3500
in Thrivent Choice donations!
Finally, we want to thank you for your continued
support through the offering envelopes! Your
continued support helps us keep our tuition
competitive and still offer top notch care to all of our
children! Thank you! Come visit us anytime! Keep us
in your prayers as we reach out to the families of Wee
Creations!
Servants of Christ — Sara Miller & Staff

National Lutheran Schools Week provides our
network of nearly 2,300 LCMS preschools,
elementary schools and high schools with the
public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s
work among us in Lutheran schools.
We thank God for the opportunity to provide
excellent academic preparation for the children we
serve. We are most grateful for the opportunity to
share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their
families. National Lutheran Schools Week gives us
an opportunity to proclaim these great blessings
within the communities we serve.

Catechism Connection—Law and Gospel
The enre Bible can be divided into two main doctrines, or teachings —
Law and Gospel.

LAW
When we talk about the Law of God, we are not just talking about the Ten Commandments. The Law was
ﬁrst wri-en into the hearts of human beings at creaon. Every person has a natural knowledge of what is
required by the Law even if they have never read or heard the Ten Commandments. We call this our
conscience, Paul writes about this in his epistle to the Romans:
For when Genles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a
law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law
is wri-en on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conﬂicng
thoughts accuse or even excuse them...Romans 2:14-15
Because this natural knowledge was blurred when Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, God gave His Law a
second me to the Israelites through Moses around 1500 BC. These laws, wri-en on tablets of stone, are
what we refer to as the Ten Commandments. Commandments one through three, known as the ﬁrst table,
reveal how we are to love God. Commandments four through ten, known as the second table, reveal how
we are to love our neighbor.
The Law of God tells us what we are supposed to do and what we are not supposed to do. In this way, it
serves as a guide for our daily lives. It also convicts us when we fail.

GOSPEL
The good news of the Gospel is summarized in John 3:16—
G od so loved the world, that He gave His
O nly
S on, that whoever believes in Him should not
P erish but have
E ternal
L ife
While the law shows us our sin, the Gospel shows us our Savior! The Law tells us what we are supposed to
do, but the Gospel tells us what God has already done in Christ Jesus!
As you read through scripture, look for these two doctrines. Does the verse or chapter point toward what
you should do (Law), or what God has done (Gospel)?
Consider these two doctrines in your daily conversaons as well. O0en we try to encourage people by
telling them what they should do, which is Law (“let go and let God”). Instead we can share the Gospel by
telling them what God has already done (“God loves you, and He sent His Son to die for you, and He
promises to never leave or forsake you!”).

LAW
GOSPEL

s o s
hows
hows

our
our

in
avior

Winter Jam 2018

All youth and families are invited to attend the Winter Jam concert in Fort Wayne
on February 8th.
Sign up on Facebook or at the Information Desk.

Where: Memorial Coliseum
When: February 8th starting at 7 PM
Cost: $15 at the door
We will meeting at Peace at 5 PM to carpool and/or take the church bus.
COMFORT DOG VISIT February 11-12!
We are going to have a very unique and special visitor with us on February 11 and 12! His name is Barnabas,
and he is a Comfort Dog from the Chicago area. Barnabas and his handler will be spending time with us here at
Peace that weekend, so that we can learn more about Comfort Dog ministry. They will be presenting during our
Bible Class hour, and then making visits to folks in the area. Let us know if you would like him to stop by!
Barnabas has his own Facebook page, if you would like to meet him. He is found at: facebook.com/BarnabasComfortDog
Here is a little bit of information from the Lutheran Church Charity website:
The Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry is a national
human-care ministry embracing the unique, calming nature and skills of
purebred Golden Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a bridge for
compassionate ministry, opening doors for conversation about faith and
creating opportunities to share the mercy, compassion, presence and
proclamation of Jesus Christ.
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are working animals, trained to interact with people
of all ages and circumstances who are suffering and in need. The dogs
participate in scheduled and special events. Dogs are permanently placed
with churches, schools and other ministries involved in Christian human care by LCC. Permanent placement includes full
training for handlers and caregivers along with ongoing support, coaching and training. LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs live in the
homes of assigned caregivers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs serve every day in the community in which they are placed
and are dispatched in times of disaster and crisis to bring comfort to all those affected, including first responders and the
volunteers who serve them. LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs were in New York and New Jersey visiting victims of Superstorm
Sandy, and in Connecticut after the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School. Lutheran Church Charities currently has
over 130 LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs serving in more than 20 states. LCC operates two training facilities in Illinois and
Nebraska.

UPWARD @ PEACE
Our season is off to an amazing start! We have over 120 children registered for basketball
and cheerleading. Wow! What a blessing! We are so blessed to have a beautiful gym to
host this awesome program. Please come and visit us! We would love for the people of
Peace to stop by and say hello to all of our basketball and cheerleading families.
What is Upward?

Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for
children age 4 through Grade 4.
When?
January 16th — March 10th
Practice - Tuesdays & Thursdays 5:15-7:30 pm & Cheer - Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 pm
Games on Saturdays 8 am - 12:45 pm
Where?
Peace Lutheran Church Gym
How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!!
Volunteers needed:

Please contact me if you can help!
upward@plcms.org

•
•
•
•

Greeters
Scorekeepers
Concessions
Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew

•

Many of these positions require an hour or less per week!

Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner

Want to be actively involved in helping others but don’t have a lot of time?
Family Promise is a way to do just that. People from Peace are needed to drive
during 5 weeks of the year. You may drive only one time each week or you may
drive more, as you feel called and time allows. A map is available. You may
even take a trial run with someone who has been driving for a while! Give it a
try, February 4-11, and/or April 1-8, 2018. Questions? Please call Susan Fisher,
517-238-5302.

