
 

Dear Friends at Peace, 
 
 ‘Tis the season! For Jesus!  

Let’s not forget – let’s not be misdirected – in our celebration of these holy days. 

During the month of December and the season of Advent, we have many opportunities for 
worship – not simply on Sunday morning, but also throughout the week.  

We begin on November 29 with Advent by Candlelight. We are planning to hear a one-person 
dulcimer performance by Ted Yoder. Ted is a professional musician from Goshen, Indiana. It will be 
beautiful night of music and prayer. Afterward, we will meet for appetizers and desserts!  

Again this year, midweek Wednesday services will be offered. As they have been in the past, 
these services will be simple services of the Word, without Holy Communion served. Please come and 
be a part of these midweek Advent worship services!  

The series for the midweek Wednesday Advent services is entitled “Together in Advent.” The 
Bible is full of promises, but ultimately all of the promises of God are found in the Christ Child. In this 
series, we will explore the promises associated with the original Hebrew names given to the Messiah, 
the Promised One, in the Old Testament book of Isaiah. Each service will delve into the meaning 
behind the promises of old and how those promises of old give meaning to our lives today as people 
of promise as we await the Christ Child. Each week will focus on a different activity for our “to-do list” 
that is focused on giving and sharing instead of on materialism. The theme verse for the entire series 
is: “Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks to 
your holy name and glory in your praise” (Psalm 106:47). 

The first week theme is “Be Present” based on Malachi 3:1-7: Instead of spending all our 
time in Advent buying present, we in God’s family set aside space to be present for one another, as 
Christ is coming to be present with us.  

The second midweek theme is “Send Peace” based on Micah 5:2-5a: Beyond sending cards 
this Advent to loved ones this season, we do all we can as the family of God to send peace in all our 
messages to one another because the Prince of Peace is on his way. 

Our third midweek theme is “Share Joy” and is based on Zephaniah 3:14-20: In this time 
when we share cookies and other treats with one another, we share joy with those around us that 
they might taste and see that the Lord is good to us through the birth of his Son. 

Our early Christmas Eve Family Service theme will be “Wrap in Love” and is based on 1 
John 4:7-12: In this season of hustle and bustle, we move from wrapping presents to wrapping 
people in love, as Mary wrapped the Christ Child so lovingly in swaddling clothes. This will be a simple 
service of God’s Word and Holy Communion will NOT be offered.  
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However, we will also have our traditional later Christmas Eve Candlelight worship service. That will 

have Readings and Carols and we WILL celebrate Holy Communion together at that service. 
 

***PLEASE READ THIS NEXT SECTION CAREFULLY*** 
 
This year again, the calendar presented an opportunity to alter our worship services during 

the week of Christmas. Specifically, we will be offering the following changes:  
 
Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 

ONE MORNING SERVICE at 9:00am 
Two evening services at: 5:00 & 8:00pm 
 

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve 
ONE MORNING SERVICE at 9:00am 
One evening service at 8:00pm 
 

There will be NO SATURDAY WORSHIP on December 23 or 30! 
 

I hope that the schedule provides everyone an opportunity to worship our Lord these 
holidays! Also, this might be a great time to invite a friend or neighbor to worship God! 

God bless you in this season with growth and peace.  
 

Pastor Jeff Teeple   

December 

2 & 3, 2017 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Our 28th Year! 

For the first three 
Sundays in 
December, paper 
goods will be 
collected. Winter 

and stuffy noses mean a need for tissues! 
 
People from Peace will transport guests from Bethel 
Gilead, the host church to the Day Center in 
Coldwater, December 10-17th at 7 AM and 5 PM each 
day. To join the team or to schedule your favorite time 
to drive, please call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302. 

You will be blessed as well as be a blessing! 

A Huge Thank You to My Peace Family, 
 
    To Pastor for visits with communion, for all prayers, beautiful cards, 
words of encouragement, the delicious food, the visits, phone calls, rides 
to Dr. appointments, the wonderful prayer shawl and gorgeous flowers.  
 
    There are not enough words to express how much you all mean to me 
and I cannot wait to get back to worship with everyone! 
    Love and blessings, Miriam Cook 



 

 

PEACE YOUTH 

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Lines are being rehearsed, angel costumes are being hung...it is that time of the year again! 

This year, Peace kids as well as our Preschool children will tell Jesus’ birth through  

Bible stories that told of His coming.  We will be presenting it to the congregation on  

December 17th at the 10:30 A.M. service.   

Rehearsal Schedule 

December 3– 5-7 P.M. 

December 10–  5-7 P.M. 

December 17– Meet at 9:15 for Sunday School  

We will use this time to practice,  

get on costumes, etc. 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

You are invited to a birthday party in honor of Jesus! 

Where? Peace Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 

When? Sunday, December 17th 

What time? 11:30-2:00 P.M. 

Details: We are throwing Jesus a birthday party!  Come enjoy cake, 

games, and more.  We will be giving the Humane Society gifts of food or 

kitty litter as our birthday gifts to Jesus.  Parents, feel free to use this 

time to shop and prepare for your family’s Christmas celebration! 



WINNERS — of the Upward Pie Baking Contest were:  
1st- Laurie Lehman, coconut cream  
2nd– Deb Beck, peach 
3rd– Morgan Lehmanbutter cup 
Kid’s winner– Bo Hurraw, Sandy Beach.  

Thanks to all the bakers and judges 
and to Pam Hall for organizing the 
event.  (Food funded by Thrivent) 

Approximately $1200.00 was, raised 
to benefit the Upward Sports and 
Cheerleading program coming in 
January, 2018!  

Basketball Basketball Basketball Basketball     

and  

Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading      
    

Evaluations & Orientations:   

    December 16th  &  January 9th!December 16th  &  January 9th!December 16th  &  January 9th!December 16th  &  January 9th!    
    

Volunteers are needed: 

• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches 

• Cheerleading Coaches 

• Referees 

• Prac�ce Devo�on Leaders 

• Prayer Partner 

• Adver�sing 

• Hal�ime Ac�vity Leader 

• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Evalua�ons & Orienta�on Volunteers 

• Concessions helpers 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

Please contact Scott Miller 

if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 

Many posi�ons will require an 

hour or less per week. 



The Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran WitnessThe Lutheran Witness    
It is again time for our congregation to have the 
opportunity to subscribe to the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
Read about exciting ways the gospel is brought to people 
everywhere, learn how Christians support those in need, 
share in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more 
informed about our church’s activities. For $11.00/year, 
you can keep in touch with the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregations in our district, in the United States 
and worldwide. 
 
Return this form along with the subscription cost of $11.00 
by January 7, 2018. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 
 
NAME ________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 
                ______________________________ 
 
 __  Renewal __ New Subscription 

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM   
12/3          Aiden Koch   
12/10                     Ethan Miller  
12/17       Grace Shelburne   
12/24     9 AM (only)     Lauren Teeple 
12/31              9 AM (only)      Brady Baas 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall 

Did you realize . . . 
With electronic banking 
it is possible to pay 
anyone who has an 
address?  ... including 
Peace Lutheran Church! 
For your convenience, 
you may make 
contributions using the 
online banking feature 
through your bank.  
A check will be 
automatically sent to 
the church. Thank you. 



Though the weather outside is “frightful” (as the old song goes) our hearts are so 
“delightful” as we prepare the Way of the Lord this Advent Season. A very busy time of 
year with preparations, parties, special services, gift-giving and the like. So easy to get 
caught up in this busyness and forget or at least put on the back burner till the last minute, 
where our true focus should be.  

Even amidst the joy and celebratory airs of Advent and Christmas, people are dying without the 
knowledge and belief that this Babe of Bethlehem came to earth for THEM, to bring the poor, the 
downtrodden eternal life. Even amidst Christmas Carols and candy canes, millions of people rich 
and poor, will walk around this month wondering “Is this all there is for my life?” Our churches 
may be extra crowded for the holidays, and this is good, mighty good. Yet we must not, we dare 
not, forget to be about our Father's business WHEREVER we find ourselves this Holy time of year.  

The best gift we can give this Christmas, is to tell someone who needs to hear, 
that Jesus loves them, died for them, and desires to walk beside them.  
What a gift!       PEACE EVANGELISM TEAM 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS gear up this month for FINAL WEEK before Christmas Break. For our emailing 
volunteers, TRINE begins Finals on Dec. 12. Most likely that's the general week for most colleges 
represented with Peace students. This is a perfect time to send a special message to your student(s) 
encouraging them as they prepare for tests and also for the trip home for the holidays.  

Peace Prayer Warriors: Also a good time to daily raise up your student in prayer that they might 
prepare well and test well. Also a good time to send a blessing upon their travels and time with family back 
home, and remembering “the reason for the season”, the birth of the Christ-child Who loves each student 
with a love that transcends their understanding and offers them forgiveness and salvation. This month 
each college student who signed up to be a receiver of this outreach ministry will receive a Walmart Gift 
Card. We know from experience how much these little tokens of love mean to our students. 

Finally, Thanks to each Peace Volunteer for giving the gift of themselves to these college students, this 
Season and throughout the year!      PEACE EVANGELISM TEAM 

 
              THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS resumes this month 

with a special Bible Study entitled “HARK THE GLAD 
SOUND”. Bet you can guess what we'll be doing a lot of! 
Throughout the month, we will explore the biblical backgrounds 
of the songs of Advent sung by Zechariah, Mary, the Angels 
and the Church to welcome Christ. Come and discover through 
reflection, discussion and prayer, that these songs serve as 
melodies of repentance, remembrance, rejoicing and 
reconciliation for us today. 9:30AM!!    
     Ellen Luepke 

For the holidays! 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 KellerForever@yahoo.com 
 GTeeple@plsms.org 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

Handel’s “Messiah” 
will be performed by the Steuben County 

Festival Choir and members of the Ft. 

Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra. You are 

invited to attend this annual performance 

at 7:00 PM on Sunday, December 3rd, in 

the Furth Center at Trine University, 

Angola.  

Tickets are available and you are encouraged to 

purchase early online at www.trine.edu/furth/. (750 seats) 



WINGS NOTES AND NEWS 
    

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to bring 4-5 dozen cookies or 
other baked good.  Contact Donna Lagemann or Sandy 
Heilman if you have questions. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS — 2018 CALENDAR 
The new calendar for next year is up in the Fellowship Hall.  
There are many weeks available to choose from to sign up and 
purchase flowers that will beautify our sanctuary in the coming 
year.  You may also designate a special remembrance if you 
wish.  Cost is $40.  Contact Carol Gepfert with any questions. 

 
CARE OF THE ALTAR AREA 
Please consider signing up in the narthex to help with the busy 
December upkeep of our altar area.  Contact Carol Gepfert if you 
have questions about this WINGS ministry. 

 
The CRAFT WORKSHOP on November 11 was attended by 
16 ladies.  If you would like another one scheduled, please let 
Patti Haffner or Judy Scharpenberg know.  The talents shared 
were simply amazing!  
 

 

January is our annual “A Cup and 
a Prayer” month.  Join WINGS 
prayer warriors in a daily time of 
prayer while 
sipping a cup of 
your favorite  hot 
beverage.  Create 
your prayer space 
with a warm quilt, 
rocking chair or a quiet corner. 

WINGS OUTREACH 
The following supplies are being 

collected for Concordia Seminary 

in Fort Wayne during December: 

 Stuffing  

 Boxed Potatoes 

 Rice and Noodles 

 Dried Beans 

Concordia Seminary has the ability 

to purchase products for much less. 

So cash donations go much further.   

Gift cards for  Walmart and Meijer 

are very helpful.  EDGE cards may 

be purchased at Peace, thus helping 

BOTH our preschool/daycare AND 

the seminary.  

They especially 

appreciate gift 

cards (restaurant 

gift cards too) 

during the 

holidays. All 

gift cards and cash donations 

should be put in sealed envelopes 

and given to Judy Scharpenberg 

personally or by way of her church 

mailbox.   

WINGS Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 14th … 6:00 PM 

Timbuktoo’s Restaurant  
 

All ladies of Peace and guests are invited to join us in an 

evening of food and fellowship!   

When you make reservations, you will choose your 

entrée … fish, beef tips or chicken. Appetizers and 

dessert will be provided. Wee Creations is our mission 

focus. Please pick up a list of items you are encouraged 

to purchase for the classrooms, wrap and bring to the 

Christmas Party.  



 The Cross is a symbol of  Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the sins of the world. 

 

  

 The Jerusalem Cross is a symbol of the Four Gospels, and the spreading of those gospels to the  

 four corners of the earth.  It also symbolizes the five wounds of Jesus when He died on the cross.   

 

 

 The Anchor Cross is a symbol of Jesus Christ, the anchor of our faith. 

 

 

 This is one of the oldest Chris�an symbols.  The le3ers for the Greek word fish (ichthus) stand      

 for Jesus Christ, Son of God. 

 

 

 Jesus tell us He is the first and the last.  This symbol consists of the Greek le3ers Alpha and     

 Omega, the first and last le3ers of the Greek alphabet. 

 

 

 The Five Pointed Star is symbolic of the five wounds Jesus received on the cross. 

 

  

 The Angel reminds us of God’s messengers, such as the angel Gabriel, who announced to Mary  

 that she was with child, and the angels who announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds. 

...the meaning behind the Chrismons on our trees 

Have you ever wondered about the ornaments on the church’s Christmas trees?  They are called Chrismons.  

The word “Chrismon” is a combina�on of the words “Christ” and “monogram.”  Chrismons are meant to be 

monograms of Christ and symbols of the Chris�an church.  They are tradi�onally white and gold.  White  

symbolizes the purity and perfec�on of Jesus, and gold symbolizes His glory and majesty.   

The first Chrismons were made in 1957 by Francis Kipps Spencer for the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in 

Danville, Virginia.  The church made the pa3erns available to others, and soon many other churches began 

using Chrismons on their trees. 

Symbols of Our Faith 


