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Dear friends in our Lord, 
Last month I listed five important questions that 

help us figure out some of the plans that God has 
for us as a congregation – and as individuals! As we 
prayerfully pursued the answers to those questions, 
we have developed a mission statement for Peace 
Lutheran. We are “Friendly People – Growing in 
Christ – Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and 
Love, Care and Celebrate” in Fremont, Angola and 
Coldwater, and the entire tri-state area!  

For the next few months,  I would like to share 
with you a brief review of those six words around 
which we gather – Praise, Proclaim, Learn, Love, 
Care, and Celebrate. I want to help define those 
words for our work together, and also give some 
biblical support for how we are to carry out those 
words. As with last month’s discussion, this kind of 
discussion is especially helpful as we are in the 
process of evaluating our ministry team, and 
prayerfully searching for our next worker here at 
Peace!  

(By the way, these are thoughts that I am 
sharing concurrently with the Board of Directors, 
the leadership, and the staff as we meet together 
to pray, plan, and put things into practice. I hope 
that you find them as captivating and inspiring as 
we do!) 

Since we are “Friendly People – Growing in 
Christ – Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and 
Love, Care and Celebrate”, we have God-given 
work to do! This comes to us individually, but it also 
comes to us as a congregation. And that’s 
important to keep in mind: we are a congregation, 
not a building, facility, or campus – though God has 
blessed us with those things. We are the people of 
God, not a business or social agency – though we 

do have work to do and relationships to build. That 
means that wherever you go, you are Peace 
Lutheran Church to those around you! You praise 
and proclaim; you learn and love; you care and 
celebrate! 

Now we ask the old Lutheran question, “What 
does this mean?”  Let’s keep it simple & 
straightforward (KISS). First, let’s talk about 
PRAISE.  

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the word “Hallelujah“ means 
“Praise the Lord”?  It comes from two Hebrew 
words joined together: hallel, which means praise; 
and jah, which comes from the name of God 
YAHWEH. So, praise the Lord! Hallelujah! 

 ‘Praise’ is the ongoing, joyful response of an 
individual Christian or group of Christians, directed 
to God for His grace, mercy and peace in Jesus 
Christ.  Praise is directional. We ‘lift our eyes to the 
hills’ as the psalmist says. We lift up our hearts to 
the Lord, as we say in the liturgy. Individually, you 
and I praise the Lord. “Praise the Lord, O my soul. I 
will praise the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to 
my God as long as I live.” (Psalm 146).  

Praise the activity of all of God’s creatures and 
creation!  

We praise God – James 3:9, “With the tongues 
we praise our Lord and Father,” 

The angels praise God – Luke 2:13, “A great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with angel, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest!’”  

All the company of heaven praises God – 
Revelation 7:11, “All the angels were standing 
around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures. They fell down on their faces 
before the thrones and worshiped God, saying: 
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GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM            
5/7      Hannah Hagerty              Aiden Koch     
5/14          Ema Morgan                Maddie Toigo 
5/21     Natalie Brewbaker    Grace Shelburne 
5/28                       (10 AM) Jonathan Armstrong 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Sandy Heilman, Judy Hostetler, Barbara Kraegel 

GRADUATION 
We will be recognizing all Peace  

High School and College graduates 
Sunday, June 4th 

 
Please return this form to the church  

office by Sunday, May 28th. 
 
NAME __________________________________________ 

SCHOOL _________________________________________  

GRADUATION DATE _______________ 

DEGREE __________________________________ 

FUTURE PLANS  ___________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL HONORS__________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________ 

     We would like to express 
our thanks and gratitude for 
allowing Hannah Hagerty and 
her family to hold the benefit 
at the church for Sommer 
and Val. We would also like 
to thank all of the volunteers 
who helped make this a 
possibility!  

     Please know how much 
both of our families greatly 
appreciate everything that all 
of you have done. God bless 
each and every one of you. 

The Leiningers, 
 Sean, Amanda,  
 Shelby, Val & Brady 
The Stultz’s, 
 Todd, Rhonda,  
 Hunter & Sommer 



    
2017 Confirmands2017 Confirmands2017 Confirmands2017 Confirmands    

 
Jonathan Michael Armstrong “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
     “The Ten Commandments” only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish  
     but have eternal life.”    John 3:16 
 

Natalie Marie Brewbaker  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom  
     “The Lord’s Prayer”  of heaven.”    Matthew 5:3 
 
Hannah Lee Hagerty   “Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or  
     “Holy Baptism”   discouraged. For the Lord is with you wherever you go.”
          Joshua 1:9 

 
Madison Danielle Toigo  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
     “The Apostles’ Creed”        Philippians 4:13 
 

 

‘Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God 
forever and ever. Amen!’”  

All creation praises God – Psalm 69:34, “Let heaven and earth praise him, the seas and all that 
move in them.” 

Psalm 148 says it perfectly: “Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the 
heights! Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all 
you shining stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise 
the name of the LORD! For he commanded and they were created. And he established them forever and 
ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea 
creatures and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! Mountains and all 
hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the 
earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and maidens together, old men 
and children! Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above 
earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of 
Israel who are near to him. Praise the LORD!” 

As Friendly People – Growing in Christ – our ‘PRAISE’ is our ongoing and joyful response directed to 
God  for His grace, mercy and peace in Jesus Christ. Next month, we will look at the word PROCLAIM. 

May God the Holy Spirit bless our life together here at Peace. And may we explore the boundless 
opportunities that God gives us each and every day to live in His mission!  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 

 

Almighty God, direct and guide us by Your Holy Spirit. May we both plan and accomplish those 
things that will benefit Your Church, and glorify Your Name; though Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
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Sharon Aldrich 
Ron Barkley 
Aimee Biddle 
Donna Biddle 
Kay Bright 
Miriam Cook 
Sue Drewes 
Linda Emch 
Tom and Susan Fisher 
Carol Gepfert 

Dan and Patti Haffner 
Marion Hatcher 
Sandra Heilman 
Carol Hepp 
Inge Hermann 
Judy Hostetler 
Cheryl Kennerk 
Phyllis Kleinknight 
Jon and Sara Koch 
Barbara Kraegel 

Donna Lagemann 
D.I. Katelyn Lower 
Don Luepke 
Kenny and Helen Miller 
Lori Olson 
Dot Otherson 
Bill Sumney 
Alice Zielke 
Nancy Zimmerman 

 
WINGS OUTREACH—  
Items are being collected for the Seminary in Fort Wayne during 
the month of May: canned meats, chicken, fish, tuna 

Special thanks to all who brought in food for our Wednesday Soup Suppers! (I hope I 
have named you all!) It takes a congregation to pull these dinners together! Well done!  
           - Pastor 

All Women of Peace Lutheran Church  
are invited to our 9th annual Women’s Retreat 

“Count it all GRACE”  

Saturday, May 6, 2017 

9:00 AM– 1:00 PM 
(Registration begins at 8:30 AM) 

Cost of $10 includes a delicious brunch. 

Suzanne Burden  
is our guest speaker. 

 
  

“At the Crossroads …Count it all GRACE” 
 

This is a day you won’t want to miss!  
Food, fellowship, fun, music, door prizes, 
inspiration, love — SURELY the presence 

of the Lord is in this place! 

Contact Judy Scharpenberg, 260-833-3651;  
or email kjscharp@mchsi.com 
for reservations and tickets.  

Tickets are also available after Worship services. 
———————————————————————————————— 
Sign up sheets are at the Information Desk to bring food for Brunch.  

Thank you for your help! 

“If evolution  

really works,  

how come 

 mothers  

only have  

two hands?” 
— Milton Berle 

 

 

“Your  

children 

will become 

what you are, 

so be 

what you 

want them 

to be.” 
— David Bly 



Peace Youth  
and  

Family News 
 

Sunday School Celebration 

To celebrate a successful year in Sunday School, 
families (or just kids if you want an adult day) are 

invited to join us for a trip to  

SkyZone in Fort Wayne.   

We will eat pizza before heading down,       
jump for an hour (1:30-2:30 P.M.),               

and come back to the church.   

The cost is $5 per person.  

Adults can choose to jump or watch.   

The church bus will be going or you may travel 
in your own vehicle.  Please fill out the bottom 

portion of this paper and stick it in        
Amber Vonderau’s mailbox. 

Thank you for bringing your children Sunday 
mornings to learn and grow in their faith.   

They are a blessing to Peace! 

Camp Lutherhaven 

All children who are members of 
Peace are eligible for a stipend to 

attend Camp Lutherhaven  
this summer.  

 
$50 for half week programs 
$100 for full week programs 

 
This is not on a need basis.   
See Amber for full details! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the camp website for 
information on the camps available. 

www.lutherhaven.org 
 

We will be going to SkyZone on May 21st.   
 
Names:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Put this in Amber Vonderau’s mailbox. 



Coming in July for VBS:Coming in July for VBS:Coming in July for VBS:Coming in July for VBS:    

A Mighty Fortress! 
More information coming soon!More information coming soon!More information coming soon!More information coming soon!    

TO ALL TRINE UNIVERSITY STUDENT EMAIL-ERS AND PRAY-ERS 
Mark your calendar: MAY 15, 2017 6:30-730pm 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

“CARE & CELEBRATE” PIZZA PARTY - “THANK YOU” - SHARING TIME 
(watch for your personal invitation delivered by May 1) 

 

This event is for everyone who participated as an emailer to and/or a person of 
prayer for the Trine University students who responded to our ministry for the 
2016-17 school year. Over pizza, we will share some of the responses you may 
have received from your assigned students and also hear any ideas you might 
have to improve and enhance this mission opportunity. Most of all we want to say 
“thanks” for making this commitment and assure you that your work is not in vain. 
 See you May 15!   Peace Evangelism Team   
 

Please RSVP to Dave Phillips, 517-774-0071; 
or the church office, 260-495-4306 if you are planning to attend. 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 
SPRING QUARTER – AN OVERVIEW  

OF THE  
BOOK OF JEREMIAH 

“TAKING A STAND FOR  
THE TRUTH” 

 
Yes, you read correctly: SPRING quarter. 
Can it be possible? Don't miss a moment of 

your day (Thursdays, 9:30-11:00am, that is) by missing 
this opportunity to gather with your brothers/sisters in 
Christ and discover the gems of the Old Testament and 
specifically the encouragement and comfort that is 
found in the Word of God, spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah. Rediscover how sin can affect people, a 
community, a nation. These are indeed words for “our” 
time. And throughout, we find God relentlessly pursuing 
those He loves – that's us!  
 
Digging into God's Word...the fellowship of 
His believers – and the satisfaction of a 
sweet tooth are on the agenda each week.  
 

We meet weekly throughout  
the Merry Month of May! 

The Peace Sewing Sisters have been 
busy this Spring making special weighted 
therapy blankets. They have completed 2 
sturdy weighted mats and 11 weighted 
blankets that each weigh 5, 7 or 10 pounds. 
Cameron Hospital will receive 2 for the 
Occupational Therapy Department, MSD of 
Steuben County will get one for the Middle 
School. Another Occupational Therapist will 
receive 2 for therapy treatments. Three 
families within our congregation will benefit 
as well. 
 
As we are made aware of needs, the rest 
will be distributed. A big thank you to 
Thrivent for their financial support. It has 
been a huge learning opportunity for our 
sewing group.  
 
Autism affects the whole family, not 
just the individual. Please pray for 
those living with sensory disorders. 
May science some day find a cause 
and more effective treatments. 



 

The	Ascension	of	our	Lord- The month of May brings 

us to a new time in the church year. We have already 

celebrated Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection. Now, we 

observe the time of Christ’s Ascension into Heaven. Just as 

Christ ascended into heaven 40 days after His resurrection, the Ascension of our Lord 

is 40 days after Easter in the church year. It is stated in Mark 16:19 that He “was	taken	

up	into	Heaven	and	sat	down	at	the	right	hand	of	God.”	 That is why every time we 

confess the Apostle’s Creed, we say “He	ascended	into	Heaven	and	sits	at	the	right	hand	

of	God	the	Father	Almighty.” Just as the Trans.iguration of our Lord transitioned 

Epiphany to Lent, the Ascension of our Lord transitions Easter to Pentecost. ““But	you	

will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	has	come	upon	you,	and	you	will	be	my	witnesses	

in	Jerusalem	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.”	And when He 

had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him 

out of their sight” (Acts 1:8-9). When the church year comes to Pentecost, we will 

celebrate the Holy Spirit descending upon the Church. I pray our Good LORD- Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit- bless and preserve you in the one true faith!  
Blessings to You in Christ, 

Deaconess Intern Katelyn Lower 

“O Lord Jesus Christ, who after your resurrection from the dead gloriously ascended 

into heaven, grant us the aid of your loving-kindness, that, according to your promise, 

you may ever dwell with us on earth, and we with you in heaven, where, with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, You live and reign one God for ever and ever. Amen.”  
The	Gelasian	Sacramentary,	Ancient	Christian	Devotional,	Pg.	130	

 

Doves	Fun	Event:	Tuesday,	May	30,	2017		
We	will	leave	church	at	9:00am	bound	for	Meijer	Gardens	in		
Grand	Rapids,	MI.	Once	we	arrive	we	will	pick-up	our	tickets,	eat	lunch	together,	

and	spend	the	rest	of	our	time	touring	the	Gardens.	We	will	leave	Meijer	Gardens	

at	3:30pm	to	head	back	to	PLC.	Please	dress	for	the	weather!		

COST:	$15	per	person	(this	includes	admission	and	guided	tram	tour).		
You	will	also	pay	for	your	lunch	that	day.		

Deadline	to	sign-up	is	Sunday	May	7,	2017	and	money	for	the	
event	is	due	to	Katelyn	Lower	by	May	11,	2017.		

	

Doves	Service	Event:	Blood	Drive		
Peace	will	be	hosting	a	blood	drive	from	1p.m.-5p.m.	on	Thursday	May	11,	2017.		

Please	contact	Katelyn	Lower	to	.ind	out	how	you	can	help!	
	

Blood	Drive:	Peace	Lutheran	will	be	partnering	with	the	American	Red	Cross	
to	host	a	blood	drive	from	1p.m.-5p.m.	on	Thursday	May	11,	2017,	in	our	
Fellowship	Hall	.	Please	help	to	spread	the	word	and	consider	donating!	Do	you	

have	work	space	to	hang	a	blood	drive	promotional	poster?		Questions?	Please	

contact	Deaconess	Intern	Katelyn	Lower.	Thank	you	for	your	kind	support!	


