
Dear friends in our Lord, 
During our Strategic Planning Process that wrapped up last year we were asked to look deeply 

into the life and identity of the congregation. Through those meetings, surveys and other activities, we 
were attempting to answer some basic questions about who we think we are, and about what we believe 
God is directing us to do as His congregation.  

When all was said and done, there were five foundational questions which we were addressing: 
What is our identity? What are our core values? What is our missional identity? What is our mission 
statement? What is our vision for the future?  

This month, for my newsletter article, I would like to share with you a brief review of those 
questions and some of the answers that we prayerfully uncovered in our work. I hope that this article will 
help you see the ‘big picture’ of what is happening here at Peace. This ‘big picture’ is especially helpful as 
we are in the process of evaluating our ministry team, and prayerfully searching for our next worker here 
at Peace!  

Then, in the months to come, I would like to explain and expand on some of these concepts. I 
want to help folks see our biblical foundation, and some of the application of these answers into the life 
of our ministries.  

(By the way, these are thoughts that I am sharing concurrently with the Board of Directors, 
the leadership, and the staff as we meet together to pray, plan, and put things into practice. 
I hope that you find them as captivating and inspiring as we do!) 
 
First, what is our Identity? Who are we? Peace Lutheran Church is a congregation of the 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod whose central purpose is to provide believers and non-believers the 
opportunity to participate in Biblically-centered worship of God; a friendly, encouraging Christian 
fellowship; and learning opportunities to help them grow in their holy call to be agents of Godly change in 
their family, community and world.  

Second, what are our Core Values? What do we value and what do we hold dear? We are a 
Christian congregation that values Biblically-centered teaching and preaching; friendly, Christian 
fellowship; and opportunities to grow as Christ-like leaders in our community. 

Third, what is our Missional Identity? What has God given us to do? Peace Lutheran Church 
exists to intentionally disciple people of all ages to grow in their faith as God’s holy people – people who 
are called to praise and proclaim His Name, learn and love like Jesus Christ, and care and celebrate 
together in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  

Fourth, what is our Mission Statement? How can we summarize it succinctly? We are 
“Friendly People, Growing in Christ - Called to: Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!” 

And fifth, what is our Vision Statement? In other words, what is our direction as a 
congregation, as we head into the future that God has planned for us? We envision that, because of the 
friendly fellowship at Peace Lutheran Church, all the people of our area will join us as we praise and 
proclaim the Triune God, learn and grow in the love found only in Jesus Christ, and devote ourselves to 
sharing in our neighbor’s life by caring for all! 

May God the Holy Spirit bless our life together here at Peace. And may we explore the boundless 
opportunities that God gives us each and every day to live in His mission!  

Pastor Jeff Teeple 
 
Almighty God, direct and guide us by Your Holy Spirit. May we both plan and accomplish those 

things that will benefit Your Church, and glorify Your Name; though Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
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GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM    
4/2  Hannah Hagerty      Jonathan Armstrong 
4/9              Ema Morgan     Aiden Koch 
4/16           Natalie Brewbaker   Maddie Toigo 
4/23                      Grace Shelburne 
4/30         Jonathan Armstrong 
ALTAR GUILD:  Sharon Aldrich, Carol Gepfert, Donna Cooper 

FOR EASTER  
We are asking anyone 
who would like to bring 
flowers for Easter to 
purchase their own at 
the store/florist of their 
choice.  
 
Please have them at 
the church by 9:00 AM 
Saturday, April 15th.  
 
You may pick them up 
following the 10:30 AM 
Worship service on 
Easter Sunday.  

Grief Seminar:  
On Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 6:30 
p.m. there will be a Grief Seminar in 
PLC’s Fellowship Hall presented by 
Brooke Sellhorn of Crosswinds Family 
Counseling. This seminar addresses 
how to assist yourself or others 
regarding the grieving process. The 
presentation includes an overview of 
grief, an exploration of loss, and 
experiential activities to process both 
grief and loss. 
 

Brooke Sellhorn, M.A., LMFT  
Director of Crosswinds  
Family Counseling 
Brooke has a Master’s degree in Clinical 

Psychology. She has ten years of experience 
working with children that have difficult 

behaviors, emotional issues, attachment 
problems, anger, ADHD, depression, sexual 

issues, and a history of trauma. Brooke is 
trained in attachment-based interventions, 

crisis management, family systems, and 

trauma. She also has experience coaching 
parents to develop structure in their home 

and to build stronger relationships with their 
children. 

Our thanks to all 
the soup, bread and 
dessert makers  
during this Lenten 
season.  



TO ALL TRINE UNIVERSITY STUDENT EMAIL-ERS AND PRAY-ERS 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: MAY 15, 2017 6:30-730pm 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
“CARE & CELEBRATE” PIZZA PARTY - “THANK YOU” - SHARING TIME 

(watch for your personal invitation delivered by May 1) 
 

This event is for everyone who participated as an emailer to and/or a person of prayer for the Trine 
University students who responded to our ministry for the 2016-17 school year. Over pizza, we will 
share some of the responses you may have received from your assigned students and also hear any 
ideas you might have to improve and enhance this mission opportunity. Most of all we want to say 
“thanks” for making this commitment and assure you that your work is not in vain. See you May 15! 

Peace Evangelism Team   
 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: How many times have you wanted to share your faith, but didn't!  
Success is acting out your Christian life, sharing the Gospel, and trusting God for the results.  

Success is not bringing someone to Christ, but bringing Christ to some one. 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS – SPRING QUARTER – AN OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF 
JEREMIAH - “TAKING A STAND FOR THE TRUTH”. Yes, you read correctly: SPRING 
quarter. Can it be possible? Don't miss a moment of your day (Thursdays, 9:30-11:00am, 
that is) by missing this opportunity to gather with your brothers/sisters in Christ and discover 
the gems of the Old Testament and specifically the encouragement and comfort that is 
found in the Word of God, spoken through the prophet Jeremiah. Rediscover how sin can 
affect people, a community, a nation. These are indeed words for “our” time. 
And throughout, we find God relentlessly pursuing those He loves – that's us! 
Do join us, as you are able. Digging into God's Word...the fellowship of His 
believers – and the satisfaction of a sweet tooth are on the agenda each week. 
Spring up with us beginning April 13! 

Dear Brothers & Sisters of Peace Lutheran Church, 

 Many thanks for the use of your bus for our KIDZ KLUB after-school program! 

KIDS KLUB is a ministry that has gone on here at Prince of Peace (Stroh) for quite a few 

years. We have been able to share about Jesus and His love with many children! One 

blessing is that Prairie Heights (local public school) has allowed us to transport children 

from school to our church building/KIDZ KLUB program! Another blessing has been the 

people and congregations who have provided a means of transportation! This includes 

YOU! Your help was especially beneficial as we (surprisingly) doubled in size compared 

to last winter. 

 Many thanks also to Pastor Jeff and to Amber (youth director) for safely driving 

some of our children each week. In addition, you drove children (our oldest group) on a 

field trip to play hand-chimes at a senior home in Avilla. Thank you for your partnership 

in the Gospel!     In Christ, 

      Susan Predoehl & Prince of Peace, Stroh, IN 



Cookies & Canvas 

We had an amazing Upward Basketball and Cheerleading season here at Peace Lutheran Church! 

Every week we carried out the Upward Mission: Promoting the Discovery of Jesus Through Sports. We 

were able to share the love of Jesus with 121 children and their families. We helped guide the 

children mentally, athletically, spiritually, and socially. During each practice session and game we 

focused on three virtues for this year:  

• First we focused on SERVICE and the Bible verse “God’s gifts of grace come in many forms. Each 

of you has received a gift in order to serve others.” 1 Peter 4:10b 

• Second we focused on the virtue of CONTENTMENT and the Bible verse “I have learned the 

secret of being content no matter what happens.” Philippians 4:12b  

• The third virtue was HOPE and the Bible verse “In this world you will have trouble. But be 

encouraged! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33b  

• We concluded the season with “God’s Big Story”- “For God so loved the world that He gave His 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” -John 3:16 

It was such a blessing to be a part of this amazing ministry! We couldn’t have done it without all the help 

from our wonderful volunteers. We were so proud to recognize over 70 volunteers who gave their time 

and energy to our children this year! Thank you for all of your prayers and support! We are so blessed to 

have a beautiful gym to host this awesome program. We are looking forward to next season! 

          Scott Miller, Upward Commissioner 

at Peace Lutheran Church 

"Thank you to everyone who came out for our Cookies and Canvas fellowship night! What a blast! 
We hope your cross portraits are a helpful aid to your Lenten devotions! May Christ’s cross 
comfort you and grant you peace now and always! Looking forward to painting with you again!"  



WINGS OUTREACH —  
Items are being collected for Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of April: 
canned fruit and canned vegetables. 

————————————————————————— 
LWML Spring Rally — will be at Zion Lutheran in Corunna, Indiana, on Saturday, April 29th. 

COUNT IT ALL GRACE! 

355 E. State Rd. 120 

Fremont, IN  46737 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

  SATURDAY,  MAY 6,  2017    
          8:30 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 

TICKETS $10 
Includes Brunch 

Guest Speaker 

SUZANNE BURDEN 
Author 

Call Judy Scharpenberg  

at (260) 248-1166 

or the church office 

at (260) 495-4306 

for more info. and to register! 

Sign up now to be a part of the planning committee! 



Peace Youth & 
Family News 

Pie Delivery 
 

Pies will be ready for  
delivery on Wednesday, 

April 5th at the soup and 
supper dinner or on  
Sunday morning.  

 
Payment will be due then.  
Checks may be written 

to Peace Lutheran Church.  
There will be extra pies  
available to buy on 

Wednesday and Sunday.  
 

Proceeds will be used to 
fund Camp Lutherhaven 

scholarships. 

Camp Lutherhaven 

 
All children who are  

members of Peace are  
eligible for a stipend to  

attend Camp Lutherhaven 
this summer.  

 
$50 for half week programs 
$100 for full week programs 

 
This is not on a need basis.  
See Amber for full details! 

Check out the camp website 
for information  

on the camps available. 
 

www.lutherhaven.org 



    

    
Don Luepke    

 
It sure has been a strange one – it was the winter that wasn't. I am not certain what is in store for 
us for the coming months but it could be crazy as ever. Regardless, all of us who are intrigued by 
the soil and growing plants are certainly ready. There are no better optimists than gardeners. I've 
already have some plants growing indoors. When your hands get dirty in the soil, you just have to 
grow closer to your Creator. 

“We begin the fifth year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.” Again, the first portion of 
the name identifies who and what we are and the second why we exist, as we grow both 
physically and spiritually. This is a unique ministry of Peace Lutheran to help church and community 
members to experience the joy of gardening and to share the fruits of the harvest with others.  

And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. Note: if you request a plot, it is 
necessary that you make the commitment to maintain the assigned garden area 
throughout the entire growing season. Priority in assignments will be given to 
gardeners who have had plots in prior years as they have worked to develop a particular 
area. 

The report is that all those who gardened last year thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
are anxious to do so again. Each plot is approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an 
area, you need to sign up in one of two ways: 

 1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Information Desk at the front of the church. 

 2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-mail 
address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the same 
plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 9, so that we can develop our organizational plan. 

We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes community and perhaps mentor them 
in establishing a garden and producing food and flowers for their homes.  If you know of someone 
outside of our church family please let them know. It’s a matter of mission and ministry. After all we 
are Peace Lutheran Church: “Friendly People – Growing in Christ,  

Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!” 

Let’s get growing! 

Family Promise Report  
      Peace people will be driving April 2–9, 2017 to and from the Day Center in Coldwater. Guests 
are housed at Bethel-Gilead Church in southern Branch County.  If you can help at 7:00 a.m. 
or 5:00 p.m., please call Susan Fisher at 517-238-5302.   

        We will be collecting paper products for the kitchen and bath through Monday, April 3.  The 
Family Promise box is by the west door.  These are used at the Day Center.  While there, guests 
can shower, prepare noon meals, spend time together as a family, look for work or housing, work 
toward a GED, and connect with community agencies.   

Thanks to all Peace people who pray for this mission. 



    Theology	of	the	Cross:	A	Constant	Hope	in	Grave	Times-	As	we	end	the	season	of	

Lent,	we	come	to	the	period	called	“Holy	Week.”	Holy	Week	begins	with	Palm	Sunday,	the	sixth	

Sunday	in	Lent.	Palm	Sunday	refers	to	Jesus’	triumphal	entry	into	Jerusalem	on	a	donkey,	ful%illing	

the	prophecy	of	Zechariah	9:9.	Holy	Week	continues	Monday,	Tuesday,	and	Wednesday	with	

historic	propers	(readings/prayers).	On	Thursday	in	Holy	Week,	we	come	to	what	is	most	

commonly	known	as	Maundy	Thursday.	In	Latin,	the	day	is	called	“Dies	Mandati”	meaning	“Day	of	

the	Commandment.”	This	Day	of	the	Commandment	does	have	reference	to	Jesus	washing	the	

disciples’	feet.	However,	the	more	important	commandment	in	the	same	reading	is	“this	do	in	

remembrance	of	me.”	Hence,	this	day	observes	the	institution	of	the	Lord’s	Supper	(Matthew	26).	

The	next	day,	known	as	Good	Friday,	commemorates	the	cruci%ixion	of	Jesus.	The	Advent	of	Christ	

through	Epiphany	and	continuing	into	Lent	%inds	its	ful�illment	in	Christ’s	cross.	A	few	verses	of	

my	favorite	hymn	“Dear	Christians,	One	and	All,	Rejoice”,	stanzas	6-8	of	LSB	556,	summarize	well:	

Indeed,	we	have	hope	in	grave	times	because	the	Christ	Incarnate	bore	our	sins	and	won	for	us	

victory	over	sin,	death	and	the	devil	upon	His	cross.	Having	been	

marked	with	His	cross	in	our	Baptism,	we	have	been	marked	“as	one	

redeemed	by	Christ	the	cruci%ied”	(LSB,	268).	And	as	the	apostle	

Paul	states	in	Romans	6:4,	“We	were	buried	therefore	with	him	by	

baptism	into	death,	in	order	that,	just	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	

dead	by	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	might	walk	in	the	newness	of	

life.”	We,	the	baptized	church,	live	as	those	with	the	hope	of	Christ!	

Let	us	rejoice	in	His	Cross	this	Easter	and	always!	Amen!	

-Deaconess	Intern	Katelyn	Lower	

	

	

DOVESDOVESDOVESDOVES 
April	Fun	Event-	Sunday,	April	23,	2017:	We	will	leave	church	at	2:00pm	to	arrive	at	the	

Concordia	Theological	Seminary,	Fort	Wayne	Kroemer	library	for	a	tour	at	3:00pm.	At	3:45	we	will	

then	head	to	Kroemer	chapel	to	attend	the	Easter	Choral	Vespers.	After	vespers,	we	will	go	to	Don	

Hall’s	Factory	for	dinner.	The	tour	and	vespers	are	FREE,	you	need	only	cover	the	cost	of	your	

dinner.	Deadline	to	sign-up	is	April	6,	2017.	
 

April	Service	Event-	Grief	Seminar-	On	Thursday,	

April	20,	2017	at	6:30	p.m.	there	will	be	a	Grief	Seminar	

in	PLC’s	Fellowship	Hall	presented	by	Brooke	Sellhorn	of	

Crosswinds	Family	Counseling.	Come	learn	about	the	

process	of	grief	and	how	to	care	for	those	who	are	

grieving.	

	

WEBSITE—www.plcms.org.  

EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PpastorT@plcms.org 
 KellerForever@yahoo.com 
 Katelyn.Lower@ctsfw.edu 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

The	Son	obeyed	His	Father’s	will,	

Was	born	of	virgin	mother;	

And	God’s	good	pleasure	to	ful%ill,	

He	came	to	be	my	brother,	

His	royal	pow’r	disguised	He	bore,	

A	servant’s	form,	like	mine,	He	wore	

To	lead	the	devil	captive.	

To	me	He	said:	“Stay	close	to	Me,	

I	am	your	rock	and	castle.	

Your	ransom	I	Myself	will	be;	

For	you	I	strive	and	wrestle.	

For	I	am	yours,	and	you	are	Mine,	

And	where	I	am	you	may	remain;	

The	foe	shall	not	divide	us.”	

“Though	he	will	shed	My	precious	

blood,	

Me	of	my	life	bereaving,	

All	this	I	suffer	for	your	good;	

Be	steadfast	and	believing.	

Life	will	from	death	the	vict’ry	win;	

My	innocence	shall	bear	your	sin,		

And	you	are	blest	forever.”	



Sale Dates:Sale Dates:Sale Dates:Sale Dates:    

April 27April 27April 27April 27----29292929    

THURS & FRI  

8am-6pm  

SAT 8-10am  

Volunteers are needed  

to help set-up, work during the 

sale, and to clean up! 

Sat 10-12 (clean-up)  

Thank you for your support! 

355 E. State Road 120 

Fremont 

Peace Lutheran 

Church Gym 

Do you have 

extra stuff?  

Item Donations  

Sun 4/23-Wed 4/26 

 

☺ Donations: Gently-used baby through 

adult clothes, toys (both children’s and 

big kid’s) furniture, working appliances 

(large or small), kitchen gadgets, tools, 

mowers, any boating items, sports 

equipment, etc. We take it all—large or 

small! Your donations are tax-

deductible!!  Be sure to pick up your tax

-deduction form! 

☺ We will be unable to accept TVs or 

computer monitors or non-working 

electronics. Please make sure all 

electronics are working.   


