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 March 1 is Ash Wednesday. That means that Easter is coming!  Besides our liturgical references 
during worship, there bounds to be advertising everywhere in the stores and on TV.  

 Even though some people don’t know much about the Christian meaning in this holiday, they can 
still sense something special is happening. They see Easter decorations; they see Easter candy.  

 With all these candies and lightly-colored decorations, today’s culture and marketing specialists say 
Easter is a special day for children – it’s also a special day for adults too! 

 Easter is an extraordinary day for Christians. It’s the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, 
God’s Son and our Savior, from the dead. It sounds funny to say, but in order to die Christ had to be 
born and live! 

 As you recall, our Christian story literally took shape at Christmas. On Christmas, Christians recall 
the birth of Jesus. Between Christmas and Easter, we tell and retell the stories of how Jesus grew to be 
a man. We hear of the miracles He performed to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies that 
demonstrated He was indeed God’s Son and the promised Savior. 

 Six weeks before Easter, Christians begin preparing for Easter with the season of Lent.  During this 
time, Christians recall Jesus’ suffering and death. Lent reminds us that it was because of our sins that 
God’s Son left His home in heaven.  

 Christ lived the perfect life God asks us to live. Jesus suffered the punishment for our sins through 
His death on the cross. Just before He died, Jesus said, “It is finished.” His work for us was complete. 
God demonstrated that He accepted Jesus’ sacrifice for us by raising His Son to life again on Easter.  

 Through faith, we believe that what Jesus did counts for us. Now, when God looks at us, He does 
not see our sinful lives. Rather, He sees the perfect life of His Son. And, as God’s children, we are 
promised eternal life with Him in heaven.   

This is the beautiful and simple story of God’s love for us! 

 If you have never heard this story or if it has been a long time since you paid any attention to it, I 
encourage you to do something. (If you have heard the Easter story for many years and know it by 
heart, I encourage you to do something too.)   

 Here it is: Attend the midweek Lenten services, as well as the Holy Week and Easter services here 
at church! 

 When you do, you walk the path of Jesus and experience the joy surrounding this special day by 
being present in Jesus’ own house!   

 Afterwards – and this is really important! – talk about what you see, hear, taste, and smell. The 
church is beautifully adorned. We sing special and familiar songs of triumph. The flowers on the altar 
are particularly pleasant. If someone welcomes you with the old Christian greeting, “Christ is risen”, 
you can respond with “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!”   

 As we rejoice in the Easter story, may your hearts be touched by the depth of Christ’s love. As we 
are joined together by Word, song, and Sacrament, may the direction of your lives be changed to 
reflect God’s will. As we remember and celebrate, may God richly bless you this Holiday season! 

Pastor Jeff Teeple  



The First Down- Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Its name comes from the Old English 

word for “spring.” Lent is always dated forty week-days before Easter. The forty days are mostly 
a reference to Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. Therefore, Lent has historically been a time of 
penitence.  Christ’s ministry began after His temptation in the desert. And what was that 
ministry? To bear our sins and be our Savior. In John 12:23-24 Jesus states “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” By Christ’s death on His 
Cross, He has indeed born much fruit. He has redeemed God’s people from their sins so that we 
can be children of God. Hence, we can celebrate as the time of Easter approaches and we 
rejoice in both His death and His resurrection! 
 

“Here we have a firm foundation; Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ, the Rock of our salvation, His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded, Who on Him their hope have built.” LSB, 451, V. 4 

 
In Christ, 
Deaconess Intern Katelyn Lower 
 

“Merciful Father, You have given Your only Son as the sacrifice for sinners. Grant us 
grace to receive the fruits of His redeeming work with thanksgiving and daily to 
follow in His way; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”           -Treasury of Daily Prayer, P. 35 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
March Fun Event  — There’s a Monster in My Closet!-On 
Sunday March 26, 2017 we will be leaving Peace at 1:15 
p.m. to attend “There’s a Monster in My Closet” at Tibbit’s 
Opera House put on by the Children’s Theatre.  Afterwards, 
we will be heading over to Broadway Grill for an early dinner. 

The deadline to sign-up is March 5, 2017. The cost to attend the play is $5 per ticket 
and the money for tickets is due to Katelyn Lower by March 9, 2017. You will pay for 
your lunch at the restaurant. Hope you can join us! 

 

March Service Event — Lent Caroling- On Monday March 27, 2017 
we will meet at Peace at 9:30a.m. to fill out our cards to our 
homebound. We will then leave church at 10:30 a.m. to be at 
Cameron Woods and ready to Carol Lenten hymns at 11:00 a.m. 
Caroling will take place from 11:00a.m.-11:45 a.m. Come share the 
joy of Christ’s victorious death and resurrection! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SPLENDORS OF EUROPE - Europe River Cruise —  October 2018  

My name is Janice Nowakowski, a new member of Peace Lutheran Church and sister of Don Luepke. I am a tour group leader for a 
trip in Europe in October 2018. I invite you to join me for this 15 day fantastic trip aboard one of Emerald Waterways magnificent 
new Star-Ships. We begin in Amsterdam, Netherlands and travel down the Rhine, Main and Danube Rivers visiting Germany, 

Austria, Slovakia, and Hungary. Our trip will end at beautiful Budapest. 

WE NOW HAVE THE DATES OF OCTOBER 13-27, 2018 AS WELL AS 2018 PRICES WITH RATES FOR EARLY BOOKING 
UNTIL MARCH 31, 2017. Other early booking incentives include FREE AIR OR AIR PROMOTIONS. Port taxes, all tips and shore 
excursions are all included so don't delay in booking this trip of a lifetime SOON. Brochures will be available at the Welcome Center 
and posted on a bulletin board. If you would like more information check out the Palmetto Palms Community River Cruise online 
at www.CruiseEverything.com. Questions can be directed to Herb Tinley, the travel agent at Cruise Everything, at 239-275-1717 or 

to Jan Nowakowski at 248-703-3566. 



Mid-Week Lenten Worship begin March 1st and continue each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  
Soup Suppers precede the service beginning at 5:30 PM. (Please sign up to bring soup and/or 

dessert.) The theme for our Lenten services are: 

LIVING LENT: As People of the Resurrection 
Ash Wednesday, March 1 

Wednesday, March 8 – “Ponder” 
Wednesday, March 15 – “People” 

Wednesday March 22 “Proclaim” 
Wednesday, March 29 — “Praise” 

Wednesday, April 5 — “Pain” 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 – 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 14 – 7:00 PM 

                  Easter Celebration, April 16 – 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

Mark your calendars! Mark your calendars! Mark your calendars! Mark your calendars! 

April 27April 27April 27April 27————29292929    
 

Rummage Sale  

Needed:Needed:Needed:Needed:    
☺ Donations: Gently-used baby through adult clothes, toys (both children’s and big 

kid’s) furniture, working electronics or appliances (large or small), kitchen gadgets, 

tools, mowers, any boating items, sports equipment, etc. We take it all—large or small! 

Your donations are tax-deductible!! Be sure to pick up your tax-deduction form! 

☺ We are no longer accepting TV’s or computer monitors. They usually don’t sell!!  

Also, please be sure all electronics are WORKING before donating them! Thank you! 

☺ Volunteers to help set-up, tear down, and work during the sale. 

☺ Thank you for your support! 

Item Dona
ons 
(please take to the gym) 

Sunday, April 23  –  Wednesday, April 26 

“Faith is permitting ourselves to be seized  
by the things we do not see.” 

— Martin Luther 



GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM         
3/5         Hannah Hagerty          Jonathan Armstrong  
3/12             Ema Morgan      Aiden Koch         
3/19         Natalie Brewbaker     Maddie Toigo 
3/26               Grace Shelburne 
  
ALTAR GUILD:  Karla Cordes, Kim Hogan 

SAVE YOUR POP TABS 

The Land of Lakes Lion’s Club is 
collecting pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House in Ft. Wayne.  
 
This is an on-going project so 
whenever you collect a cup or bag 
full, bring them in to church and put 

them in the five 
gallon bucket 
marked with the 
L ion ’s  C lub 
decal. It will be 
in the copy 
machine room 
under the desk. 

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 PastorT@plcms.org 
 Katelyn.Lower@ctsfw.edu 
 KellerForever@yahoo.com 
 JChurch@plcms.org 
 Director@weecreations.org 

FAMILY PROMISE 

    Early in February, Peace people provided transportation 
for 11 guests part of the time and 9 guests most of the 
time.  Four of those were children in car seats, which 
made logistics fun!  Also, four Peace families provided 
Saturday’s evening meal at the host church, Bethel Gilead 
Community Church, in southern Branch County.  Thanks 
go to these people, to those Peace people who filled the 
Family Promise box with paper products, and for those 
who pray for this mission. 

     The next time we drive in April 2—8.  Put a note in 
Susan Fisher’s church mailbox if you would like to help. 

     Homelessness isn’t always visible.  But for more than 
40,000 in Michigan on any given day—children, youth, 
and adults in schools, workplaces, and neighborhoods, it 
is painfully real.  Over 50% of the homeless in Branch 
County are children and approximately 27% are pregnant 
women.  Twenty-four per cent of Michigan children live in 
poverty, with household incomes under $24,000 for a 
family of four.  Family Promise assists families, without a 
home or job, with finding employment through a 
partnership with various agencies in the community. 



March 2017 
 

 In January we were blessed to celebrate 25 years of Wee Creations! The first class of 
preschool was held in 1992 with 4 children. The preschool gradually expanded over the years to 
include 3 classrooms serving 3 and 4 year old children. In 2007, the members of Peace 
generously built a new building to accommodate expansion. Later that year, discussions began to 
expand our program even further with the addition of daycare. After 15 years of serving only 
preschool children half day, we officially opened our daycare in August of 2008, serving children 
ages 2 through school age. The following year, we expanded again to serve infants through 
school age. Over the last 9 years our daycare program has grown to serve about 85 children.  

 This school year marks the 25th year of service to our community. Twenty-five years of sharing 
the love of Jesus Christ with children and their families and providing them with a Christ-centered, 
quality, and developmentally appropriate education. Our school also marked another special milestone 
this year, we are now serving 2nd generation children. One of the little girls in our very first preschool 
class is now a grown-up and brings her little boy to Wee Creations. What an amazing blessing!  

 The children of our community will forever be grateful to the exploratory committee of Peace 
Lutheran Church that provided the seed money and the enthusiasm to get our preschool off the 
ground!  Over the years our program and grown and changed, but one thing has never changed, the 
vision to serve the children of God’s kingdom with the best program we can offer.  

 Thank you! Come visit us anytime! 
Keep us in your prayers as we reach 
out to the families of Wee Creations 
and look forward to the next 25 years!  

 

Servants of Christ—    
Sara Miller & Staff 

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 

Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran 



EASTER is COMING 
 
We are asking anyone  who would like 
to bring flowers for Easter to purchase 
their own at the store/florist of their 
choice. Please have them at the church 
by Saturday at 9 AM, April 15th.  
 
You may pick them up following the 
10:30 AM Worship service on Easter 
Sunday. Thank you for adorning our 
church for this special day. 

WINGS 
UPCOMING EVENTS … 
 

Thursday, March 16, 6:30 PM —  
WINGS will have presentations of Springtime Renewal by 
some of our own professionals. Plan to attend! 

Contact Judy Scharpenberg if you  have questions … 260-833-3651. 

Friday-Saturday, March 31-April 1 
Indiana District, LWML Retreat 

at the Farmstead Inn, Shipshewana, Indiana 
See the Information Desk for registration forms or more information.  
Contact Sharon Aldrich with any questions. 

Women’s Retreat — Saturday, May 6, 2017 
8:30AM—1PM with Suzanne Burden 

She will share with us practical ways to prioritize our busy lives. 
Cost $10. (Lunch included.)  

Please sign up or contact Judy Scharpenberg if you can help. 

WINGS OUTREACH —  

Beverages are being collected 
during March for the Seminary 
in Fort Wayne: 

Coffee Tea Juice 
Kool-aid  Lemonade 

Care Board: This month we will be 
“addressing” our college student members.  
 
If you have not submitted the name and 
address of a college student loved one who 
is a member of our Peace Lutheran Family, 
please provide this information to  
Katelyn Lower.  
 
Please prayerfully consider selecting a name 
off the Care Board in the Fellowship Hall. 
Thank you for helping to love our neighbors 
in this tangible way! 


