
Dear Peace and friends, 

The dark days of winter are here. And it has started me thinking about light…which of course 
brought to mind a familiar story – one we likely know well. 

On the night of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere took a midnight ride that the world may never 
forget. Revere had said to his friend,  

“If the British march by land or sea from the town tonight,  
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch  
Of the North Church tower as a signal light,-- 
One, if by land, and two, if by sea;  

And I on the opposite shore will be,  
Ready to ride and spread the alarm  
Through every Middlesex village and farm,  
For the country folk to be up and to arm”  

(recorded by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow).   

Paul Revere galloped on horseback through the villages and towns 
broadcasting the news and spreading the word to almost every house 
along the way.  

But I wonder: does the world know the other story about light, too? 

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). 

Jesus spoke these words to great crowds of people. In fact, there were so many people that 
Jesus had to go up on a mountainside in order to be seen and heard! It was his sermon on a 
mount. You see, as Jesus was saying these words about being a light to the world and a city 
on a hill, he was physically demonstrating to the people exactly what it meant!   

There was another time when Jesus physically demonstrated what it meant to be a light to the 
world. It was when he was lifted up on a hillside for crucifixion. Speaking about his death on 
the cross, Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am 
the one I claim to be and that I do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has 
taught me” (John 8:28). Jesus is the light of the world and he was lifted up on the cross on a 
hill for all to see and believe!  

Jesus was doing what the Father asked of him when he was lifted up on the cross. That is 
what he came to do – to give his life in exchange for yours and mine and the whole world. 

Now, how about your story?     ( — continued on  the next page) 
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(continued) 
 
You are doing what God the Father asks of you when you live lives of faith, holiness, and 
commission. Martin Luther teaches us in the Small Catechism that “God’s name is certainly holy 
in and of itself....[So, too] when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as 
God’s children also lead lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in Heaven!” 

You ARE the light of the world because you have 
the True Light – Jesus Christ.  Even if you 
consider yourself only one little candle, you are 
still valuable because of Christ in you! In a pitch-
black and fallen world, even one candle gives lots 
of light! That is what you are here to do – to let 
His light shine as you tell the story in your 
everyday life.  

Paul Revere made quite an impact as he called 
out the news ….and it all started with a little bit 
of candle light shining from a church’s steeple! 

My prayer for Peace is that we share with 
boldness and confidence the faith, hope, and love of Christ Jesus. Let’s broadcast the Good 
News! Let’s broadcast the Light of the World!  

God be with you in your mission field, 

Pastor 

——————————————————————————— 

Family Promise 

        Family Promise helps single females and families find 

housing.  While they are guests, food and sleeping quarters are 

supplied by various churches in Branch County.  We at Peace 

provide drivers during the week that Bethel Gilead Community 

Church houses guests.  Occasionally Bethel Gilead needs help 

filling the overnight host/ess posi$ons.  In this new year, will you 

consider if this is a mission place for you?  Two hosts are on duty; 

the other host would always be from the B.G. congrega$on.  Each 

host usually supplies her/his own bedding and has her/his own 

room with a cot with substan$al ma*ress.  Arrival $me is 8:00 

p.m.  The rest of the evening un$l 10 is spent socializing with 

guests who wish company and maybe playing games.  Departure 

$me is 7 a.m.  Ques$ons?  Call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302. 

For your long-term planning in 2017, Peace is scheduled to 
drive the weeks of: 

January 29 – February 4;  
April 2 – 8;   June 4— 10; 
August 6 – 12; October 8 – 14 
December 10-16 

We will collect paper products for the kitchen & bathroom 
for 3 weeks before each time. 

DOVES 
Devoted, Ongoing, Vibrant, 
Energetic, Servants. Let’s kick-off the 
new year with a potluck! Please bring 
a favorite dish and join Deaconess 
Intern Katelyn Lower in the fellowship 
hall for a pot-luck at noon on 
Thursday January 5, 2017 (right after 
Bible Class). We will enjoy food and 
fellowship as we collect ideas for 
DOVES activities in the coming year. 
I hope to see you there! 

Katelyn Lower 



    
A Blessed A Blessed A Blessed A Blessed     

New Year New Year New Year New Year     

to all!to all!to all!to all!    
 

As we continue to bask in the joy, 
celebration and power of the Birth 
of our King, let us carry that joy into 
the new year. Thursday Morning 
Bible Class is set to focus on 
“Gospel Power” at 9:30 AM, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
The door is always open, the coffee 
pot on, and friends eager to hear 
God speak to us through His Word.  
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017    

You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!    

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM      NURSERY 
1/1   9 AM Service only      available for all 
1/8          Hannah Hagerty  Jonathan Armstrong  worship services, 
1/15            Ema Morgan      Aiden Koch          (unstaffed) 
1/22     Natalie Brewbaker                  Maddie Toigo 
1/29          Grace Shelburne 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Donna Biddle, Gay Kirkton 

The Lutheran Witness 
       It is time for our congregation to have the 
opportunity to subscribe to the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS. Read about exciting ways the gospel is 
brought to people everywhere, learn how Christians 
support those in need, share in the victories of 
fellow Christians, and be more informed about our 
church’s activities. For $9.00/year, you can keep in 
touch with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
congregations in our district, in the United States 
and worldwide. 
  
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$9.00 by January 8, 2017. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

  
NAME ____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _________________________ 
  
                 _________________________ 
  
    __  Renewal     __ New Subscription 



On the twelfth day of Christmas, the Lord’s Epiphany! Greeting brothers and 
sisters in Christ and blessed Epiphany! As we start a new calendar year, we are already roughly 
two months into the church year. Unlike the secular 12 days of Christmas, the church celebrates 
the 12 days of Christmas leading up to Epiphany. The season of Epiphany is an important event 
for the church in the month of January. Epiphany always begins 12 days after Christmas on 
January 6. For us in the Lutheran Church, the visit of the magi or wise men is the main imagery 
associated with this time. We have just celebrated the Word 
becoming flesh and dwelling among us as Christ was born on 
Christmas, the promised Savior of a long awaited Advent. 
The Epiphany of these magi signifies God’s revelation of the 
Incarnate Christ to all nations.   

Matthew 2:9-11 “And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them 
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.”  

During this season of Epiphany and throughout the whole church year, we rejoice with great joy 
to come to our LORD’s house. Here we find our rest as we receive the gifts of God as His Word 
is proclaimed to comfort and preserve us in the faith. He hosts us here at His very table giving 
us His very own body and blood to sustain us unto eternal life. We see and taste our salvation. 
And through His church, and by the work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of the 
Word, Christ continues to be a light to those who sit in darkness. He guides and preserves us 
into peace and blessed communion with our LORD! 

“O God, who did look on humanity when they had fallen down into death and resolve to redeem 
them by the advent of your only-begotten Son, grant, we ask you, that they who confess his 
glorious incarnation may also be admitted to the fellowship of him their Redeemer; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” – Ambrose, Ancient Christian Devotional, p. 16. 

Blessings, Deaconess Intern Katelyn Lower 
————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sanctity of Life WeekendSanctity of Life WeekendSanctity of Life WeekendSanctity of Life Weekend-  

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. I praise you, 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well” 
           Psalm 139: 13-14. 
January 14 and 15 we will be rejoicing in the God –given gift of life and its sanctity from womb 
to natural death as we join in the observance of the nationwide Sanctity of Human Life Day. 
Please join us in prayer during our Saturday and Sunday worship services, as well as, your 
individual and family devotions as we pray for those who are suffering from life decisions or are 
currently facing life decisions. Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy. Amen. 
 
We will also be collecting a door offering for the Compassion Pregnancy Center of Angola. 
This center offers free pregnancy tests and counseling for pregnancy crises. They help 
individuals and families consider life options, provide a store to meet basic maternity and baby 
needs for families with children under two, promote sexual integrity, and provide post abortion 
support. This is a great organization with which Peace Lutheran can partner and share the 
Gospel. Please consider donating! 

The Fort Wayne March for Life will be January 21, 2017 Noon-2:00pm.  
Please prayerfully consider marching and being a defender of life.  

http://www.ichooselife.org/evnt/fort-wayne-march-for-life/ 
“By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God,  

so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible” Hebrews 11:3. 



NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS & HELPING HANDS! 
 

The third year of Upward @ Peace is off to an amazing start! We have 100+ children 

registered for basketball and cheerleading and we aren’t even to our second evaluation! We 

are predicting that we will have around 150 children this year (which would be almost 

triple our first year!) Wow! What a blessing! We are so blessed to have a beautiful gym 

with amazing new baskets to host this awesome program.  With record setting numbers, 

that means that we need lots of extra helping hands! Can you help?  

 

What is Upward? Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for age 4—Grade 4. 

When? Practice on Tuesdays 5-8 pm and Thursdays 5-8 pm 

  Games are on Saturdays beginning at 8 am 

Dates? January 3rd—March 4th 

Where? Peace Lutheran Church Gym 

How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!! 

Volunteers needed: 

• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches 

• Cheerleading Coaches 

• Referees 

• Prayer Partner 

• Advertising 

• Halftime Activity Leader 

• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Evaluations & Orientation Volunteers 

• Concessions 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

• Many of these positions require an hour or less per week! 

• Can you help?  

 

Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner 

Please contact Scott Miller if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 



January 2017 
 
 December was a fun filled, busy month at Wee Creations! We enjoyed learning about the 

Advent candles during Chapel. Pastor Jeff described the different candles of the wreath for the children. 

He explained that the candles are like a calendar that we can use to count the weeks until Christmas. 

The children especially enjoyed trying to blow out the candles (from their seats)! We also enjoy our 

visits with Deaconess Katelyn. She is beginning to develop special 

relationships with the children and has been an amazing helping hand at 

all of our events this Fall. We are so blessed that she has joined our staff!  

 The highlight of the month was our Christmas Party. The parents 

and children from the Green, Yellow & Blue rooms enjoyed breakfast. Our 

children entertained us with their favorite Christmas songs. Some sang 

loudly, some didn’t sing at all, but it is such a joy to watch them each year! 

Then Santa took time out of his busy schedule to visit and remind us of 

the true meaning of Christmas. We had over 200 people in attendance! It 

is so amazing to have this outstanding facility to be able to accommodate 

such a large crowd! It was wonderful to see the Gym bursting at the 

seams with Christmas Joy! 

 We would like to extend a hearty thank you to all the people of 

Peace.  The first-class facility (classrooms, playground, gym, sanctuary, 

everything!) that Peace offers to the families of Wee Creations is the best 

in our area! Our rooms are so big, well lit, CLEAN, and well-equipped.  It 

is truly a blessing to come to work each day knowing that our building is 

safe, secure and that our children are being cared for by an extremely 

qualified and loving staff! Thank you for giving WCM a beautiful facility! Thank you for maintaining our 

beautiful facility.  Thank you for enthusiastically supporting Wee Creations thorough purchasing EDGE 

cards, Thrivent Choice donations, envelope contributions, donations and memorials! Thank you for your 

continued support!  

 On January 25th, Peace is holding a winter pot-luck event to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of 

Wee Creations Preschool & Daycare! Put the event on your calendar and come help us celebrate! 

According to my calculations, it is possible that Wee Creations has served well over 1,000 children 

during our 25 years. It is truly amazing to thing about 

the effects of all those planted seeds. What a 

blessing to faithfully serve our community for so 

many years!   

 The Staff and Board of Wee Creations would 

like to wish you and your family a blessed Holiday 

Season! Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to 

the families of Wee Creations, and thank you again 

for your continued support! 

Servants of Christ—   

Sara Miller & Staff 

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 
Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran 



 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY     

 
Winter is the perfect season to work on 
this warm project. 
 
As the shawls are finished, 
they may be left in the 
church kitchen or taken to 
the sewing rooms. Thank you 
for your help. 

—————————————— 
WINGS OUTREACH 

 
    We will be collecting the over-the-counter 
medications for Concordia Seminary in Fort 
Wayne during the month of January: 

Tylenol (adult & children’s) 
Ibuprofen  Allergy medications 
Cough medications Motrin 

WINGS — A Cup and a Prayer for January 

How comfor$ng a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate is on a cold, winter’s day!  How comfor$ng 

we can be to those who are especially experiencing the “winter” in their lives.  During January, at 

8:30AM each day, all ladies of Peace are invited to join WINGS prayer warriors while sipping on a 

cup of your choice of hot beverage.  Create your prayer space with a warm quilt, rocking chair, 

quiet corner or whatever it takes to provide your atmosphere for prayer.  If you would like to be 

included in an email that reminds you each week and updates our prayer 

topics, please send an email to Judy Scharpenberg at kjscharp@mchsi.com 

or join our WINGS facebook page.  If you are already on the WINGS email 

list, you will automa$cally receive this at the beginning of each week. 

 

You can pick up a list of topics on the informa$on desk in the narthex. 

ALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILDALTAR GUILD    

FLOWER CALENDARFLOWER CALENDARFLOWER CALENDARFLOWER CALENDAR    
 
The 2016 Flower Calendar is available on the Bulletin 
Board in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up for the 
week or weeks you desire. Bouquets are $30 for two.  

 
Unless we hear differently from you, 
the flowers are automatically ordered 
from: 

 Out of the Woods Florists 
1601 N Wayne Street, Suite 105 

Angola, Indiana 
 

(Located in Angola Square  
by Rural King) 

260-665-6808—1-800-922-4149 
 

Payments can be put in Carol Gepfert’s mailbox. 

Sewing Sisters  Sewing Sisters  Sewing Sisters  Sewing Sisters      
Year End Report for 2016Year End Report for 2016Year End Report for 2016Year End Report for 2016    

The Sewing Sisters have had a busy year of 
sewing, quilting, knitting and repairs. With the 
Lord’s help we have donated the following: 

∗ 8 scarves, 31 pair mittens, 27 pair of 
gloves, 14 purchased hats, 76 hats, 15 
combo sets, and 2 purchased scarves to 
Calvary Church hat and mitten collection. 

∗ 1 quilt, 10 afghans, 8 hats and 3 pair 
mittens to Compassion Pregnancy Center 

∗ 5 quilts to Family Promise 
∗ 4 preemie hats to Cameron Hospital 
∗ 16 quilts, 2 afghans to Northern Lakes 
∗ 55 quilts for Riley Kids Cancer Camp 
 
This totals over 270 items for those in need! 
 
The knitters and crocheters have also made 
many prayer shawls. The congregation’s 
encouragement and support is 
much needed and appreciated. As 
always, fabric, thread or yarn and 
equipment donations are welcome.  
 
We are always looking for new 
people to share talents and learn new ones 
with us on any Wednesday. Our group road 
trips to Fort Wayne and Shipshewana, plus a 
few luncheons have been a lot of fun.  
 

Join us!  
Be part of this caring,  
Christian fellowship. 

 



Special Gifts — 2016 
 
Thanks to your generous support over the 
last year, as a congregation we were able to 
support the following CHARITIES with special 
gifts at the close of 2016. We are indeed:  

“Blessed to be a Blessing.” 
Thanks again, for your amazing outreach. 

 
Local Missions              2016 
CASA of Northeastern Indiana           $500 
Compassion Pregnancy Center           $500 
Faith Community Health Clinic                   $1250 
Family Promise             $500 
Project Help of Steuben County          $2000 
RISE               $500 
Shop with a Cop                       $500 
Steuben County Luke 3:11 Coat Ministry      $500 
Steuben County Council on Aging          $1000 
Turning Point             $1000 
Women in Transition             $500 
              $8750 
Regional Missions 
Hope in a Handbag             $500 
Lutheran Military Veterans & Families          $500 
Lutheran Social Services of NE Indiana       $1000 
Ray of Hope (Children needing special surgeries)   $500 
Worship for Shut-Ins            $1000 
              $3500 
National/International Missions 
Adopt-A-Student           $2000 
English District Mission            $500 
Hope Seeds              $150 
Lutherans for Life             $500 
The Lutheran Hour (LLL)            $500 
Lutheran World Relief             $500 
MAG Aviation (Paul Jones)            $500 
Wheatridge Ministries             $100 
                                 $4750 
 
        Grand Total $17,000 

To God alone be the glory! 

Youth Events for JanuaryYouth Events for JanuaryYouth Events for JanuaryYouth Events for January    

January 6January 6January 6January 6----8 8 8 8     
High School Retreat at High School Retreat at High School Retreat at High School Retreat at     

Camp Lutherhaven.  Camp Lutherhaven.  Camp Lutherhaven.  Camp Lutherhaven.      
    See Amber for details. 

    

Random sledding WILL HAPPEN Random sledding WILL HAPPEN Random sledding WILL HAPPEN Random sledding WILL HAPPEN 
over break and/or on weekends.  over break and/or on weekends.  over break and/or on weekends.  over break and/or on weekends.  

To get the alerts, join the Facebook 
page for Peace Lutheran Sunday 

School or text Amber at  
260260260260----414414414414----8184 8184 8184 8184     

to get on the text list.   
I have access to the church bus…I have access to the church bus…I have access to the church bus…I have access to the church bus…    

I’ll come get ya! Beep, beep!I’ll come get ya! Beep, beep!I’ll come get ya! Beep, beep!I’ll come get ya! Beep, beep!    
    

My sincere thanks to the anonymous people 

who left special gifts on my desk around 

Christmastime! I don’t know who you were, but 

you made my day, and I am very grateful! 

Thank you! 

Pastor 


