
 

 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Retirement Celebration 

of 
Rev. & Mrs. Wayne C. Berkesch 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Fremont, Indiana 

8:00 & 10:00 AM Worship Services 

Sunday, August 7, 2016 
 

Following the Worship Celebrations,  

please plan to join us at 11:30 AM 

for a Luncheon and Fellowship 

in the Family Life Center. 
 

Sign up  

at the Information Desk  

or contact the church office,  

260-495-4306 
(Suggested donation - $5/family) 

Peace Lutheran Church 
FREMONT, INDIANA 

August Newsletter, 2016 



 
Mark your calendar for the  
               Fall Kick-off of  

Thursday Morning Bible Class  
September 8, 2016 

(same time — 9:30 AM; same place — Fellowship Hall) 

Dear Members of Peace, 

It’s hard to believe that the time of our retirement 
is getting so close.  These last few months have flown 
by very quickly.  August 6-7 will be a difficult weekend 
as we say good-bye to our beloved church family.  
We have so many great memories – and so many 
strong bonds - that this will be an extremely hard 
weekend for both of us.  But we believe that God is 
just repositioning us to serve in another part of His 
kingdom.  Our plans are to move to West Lafayette, 
IN to live near our son, George.  He is still teaching 
Grade 4 at Battle Ground Elementary School and 
having a great time as he touches young lives.  
Visitors are welcome – and we hope you can journey 
down sometime.  We’d love to see you.  Indiana fans 
are also welcome to come and visit us – even though 
it may be a little painful for some of you - since we will 
be living only a couple miles from Purdue’s campus. 

This move will also place us an hour closer to our 
daughter, Christine, and her family, in the Minneapolis 
area - only 8.5 hours instead of 9.5 hours travel time.  
Christine continues her work as an assistant research 
professor at the University of Minnesota.  Her 
husband, Bruce, is working as a computer analyst for 
a subsidiary of Citi bank, and of course, there is our 
grandson, Israel – growing and learning - and being 
as cute as ever.  Plans are to visit them often - travel 
to see other family members – assist other 
congregations with services and/or visits on a part-
time basis, substitute teach, participate in music 
programs, etc. etc. etc. – wherever the Lord leads. 

In the meantime, let’s continue to celebrate all 
that God has done through our working together – 
and that the work of the church never stops – sharing 
the message of Jesus and His incredible love for all.  
Also remember, that Christians never ever say good-
bye for the last time.  God bless. 

  Pastor Wayne and MaryAnn Berkesch     

     A heart-felt Thank You is extended to 

the members and staff of Peace Lutheran 

Church for their kind thoughts, prayers 

and visits during my recent, lengthy illness 

and rehab. 

     I feel blessed for the healing that has 

taken place and continue to gain strength 

and confidence. 

     May God bless all of you, 

    Meg Roemke 

TIME FOR TRINE 
It's hard to think about classes beginning in 

just a few weeks, isn't it? If you're like us, 

you're still trying to get all those neat summer 
plans carried out that you planned all winter. 

But time marches on and it's TIME for TRINE!!  

We will again be meeting and greeting new 
students at a Community Evening Event at 

Trine this month as classes begin once again. 
Students will be signing up to receive email 

and/or prayer support from Peace Lutheran 

Church - that would be US, ALL of us!  

Last year we tripled the # of students that 
requested our friendship and Christian 

support. That means we need many, many 
volunteers to sign up and be a part of this 

growing ministry. We can't do it without you.  

Please prayerfully consider being a prayer 
warrior for a couple specific students and/or 

an email support person who once a month 

emails a brief message to a few students. We 
are endeavoring to make this opportunity as 

easy and well-organized as we can.  

For now, after prayer, please commit by 
signing up at the Welcome Center to 

participate. The Lord has blessed this ministry 
and is challenging us to "up our game".  

Join up...be part of the team!!     

Peace Evangelism Team 



 

 

[This is a portion of a sermon from July 10 – for the whole congregation.] 

 

“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” he asked. “What is 

written in the Law? How do you read it?” Jesus asked.  

He answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” Jesus replied, “You have answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”		

	

And	so	Jesus	gives	the	famous	parable	about	the	“Good	Samaritan.”	In	the	parable,	we	see	that	the	

ones	we	would	expect	to	have	a	loving,	merciful	response	to	the	injured	man	go	around	to	the	other	side	of	

the	road	–	they	refuse	to	be	neighbors	or	to	see	the	injured	man	as	their	neighbor.	But	the	Samaritan	–	the	

outsider	–	comes	along	and	takes	the	injured	man	as	a	burden	onto	himself.	He	shows	him	mercy,	cares	for	

him,	pays	for	him,	and	restores	him.	And	we	realize	this	is	not	about	how	we	love.	This	parable	is	all	about	

WHO	Jesus	loves	–	but	it	is	also	all	about	HOW	Jesus	loves.		

Jesus,	who	did	not	sin,	became	sin	for	us.	He	then	sacri*iced	Himself	for	us.	He	shows	us	mercy;	He	

cares	for	us;	He	made	payment	for	us;	and	He	restores	us	back	into	community.	And	you	have	received	this	

freely;	so,	now,	freely	give	–	mercy,	care,	and	most	of	all	love.	He	Who	is	love,	gives	us	love,	so	that	we	can	love	

Him	with	all	our	heart…and	love	our	neighbor	as	ourselves.			

Now,	I	would	like	to	change	gears	just	a	bit	and	talk	about	these	truths	in	the	context	of	our	

congregation.	Pastor	and	MaryAnn	Berkesch	are	retiring	after	August	7.	(I	hope	you	knew	that!)	That	day,	we	

will	have	a	worship	service	to	thank	God	for	the	love	and	care	they	both	have	given	over	many	years.	Then	we	

will	do,	like	good	Lutherans	do,	and	eat	–	as	a	community	–	and	celebrate	together.		

But	there	is	a	question	lingering:	So,	what	happens	on	August	8?	What’s	the	plan?	What	are	we	going	to	

do?	Now,	please	know	that	I	fully	realize	that	these	questions	are	not	like	the	lawyer’s	questions;	the	lawyer	

was	trying	to	trick	Jesus.	And	these	questions	are	NOT	meant	that	way!	These	are	asked	with	real	concern.	

These	are	asked,	perhaps,	with	a	bit	of	fear	and	trepidation.	And,	truth	be	told,	these	are	questions	that	I	too	

have	been	asking	myself.	Okay,	so	what	is	going	to	be	required	of	me?			

But	I	want	you	to	know	that	this	reading	in	Luke	helps	considerably.	Not	just	the	parable,	but	the	

WHOLE	reading!	AND,	it	helps	in	at	least	two	different	ways.		

First,	it	reminds	us	to	put	*irst	things	*irst.	In	our	times	of	concern,	Jesus	re-directs	us.	And	where	does	

he	send	us?	Back	to	our	own	abilities?	Back	to	something	deep	in	ourselves?	Back	to	our	own	“If	I	was	in	

charge	of	the	world”	plans?	No!	We	are	sent	back	to	Scripture	–	to	God’s	Word.		

And	what	do	we	read	there?	We	read	there	of	a	Savior	who	is	compassionate	and	merciful.	We	read	of	

a	Savior	who	forgives	us	for	our	own	shortcomings	and	for	our	faults.	We	read	of	a	Savior	who	will	pick	us	up	

when	we	have	fallen	down	and	are	broken;	he	will	bind	up	our	wounds,	and	show	us	perfect	love.	He	will	be	

patient	with	us	during	times	of	transition	and	healing.	We	read	of	a	Savior	who	will	patiently	work	with	us	

during	dif*icult	times	–	giving	us	His	own	Holy	Spirit.	We	read	of	a	Savior	who	has	done	all	this	in	order	to	

place	us	in	a	community	of	love	–	that’s	what	we	are!	As	a	COMMUNITY,	we	praise	and	proclaim.	As	a	

COMMUNITY,	we	learn	and	love.	As	a	COMMUNITY,	we	care	and	celebrate	–	together,	as	we	continue	Growing	

in	Christ!			

The	Scriptures	remind	us	that	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	is	the	tie	that	binds	us	together	in	God’s	love.	And	

there	is	nothing	greater	or	stronger	than	the	love	that	God	has	for	us	–	not	our	own	strength	or	our	own	fears	

or	concerns.		

And	that	truth	leads	to	the	second	truth	we	*ind	in	our	Gospel	Reading.	This	strong	love	is	

demonstrated	in	very	practical	ways.	The	Samaritan	not	only	took	pity	on	the	injured	man.	He	WENT	TO	him	

and	BANDAGED	his	wounds,	POURING	oil	and	wine.	He	PUT	the	man	on	his	donkey,	TOOK	him	to	an	inn	and	

CARED	for	him.	He	PAID	for	the	man.	All	of	these	are	the	practical	expressions	of	perfect	love.	The	same	is	

true	for	individuals	and	congregations!		 	 	 	 	 	—	continued	on	the	next	page	 	



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
begins September 11th 
with all classes meeting 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Confirmation Class  
will begin  

Sunday, September 18 
Orientation for students and 
parents is 9/18/15 at 9:15 AM 

in the Spalding Room  
Don’t miss it! 

 
Calling All 

   SHOEBOX  
ENTHUSIASTS . . . 

 
IT IS TIME —  
for Back to School sales.  
Why not take advantage of 
those sales to buy early for 
the Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox project?  

Peace Lutheran was a 
2015 Relay Center and 
shipped over 1001 shoeboxes! 

—	continued	from	the	previous	page	

So,	we	have	attempted	to	put	God’s	love	into	practical	expressions.	Practically,	we	have	PRAYED	for	

clarity	regarding	God’s	will	for	this	congregation	of	His.	As	part	of	the	lengthy,	practical	Strategic	Planning	

Process	we	have	tried	to	IDENTIFY	and	OUTLINE	immediate	needs	and	concerns,	as	well	as	long	term	

possibilities.	We	are	practically	putting	together	a	twelve-month	PLAN	FOR	leadership	and	staf*ing	NEEDS,	as	

well	as	facility	and	ministry	POSSIBILITIES.	(I	hope	that	a	physical	plan	and	report	will	be	available	on	paper	

in	the	month	of	September	–	God	willing.)	We	have	looked	backward	in	thanks	to	God	for	all	that	He	has	

accomplished	in	and	through	this	congregation	over	the	past	30	+	years,	and	we	have	tried	to	the	best	of	our	

abilities	to	keep	moving	forward	as	Friendly	People	–	Growing	in	Christ,	and	in	His	love.	

So,	what	happens	on	August	8?	What	changes?	Well,	nothing	changes…and	everything	changes!	We	

will	sorely	miss	the	leadership	and	love	of	Pastor	and	MaryAnn.	And	it	will	feel	substantially	different.	That	

will	be	a	big	change	that	may	give	us	concern	and	questions.	But	we	must	continue	to	return	to	Scripture!	

There	we	will	read	and	remember	that	God’s	love	is	strong	and	nothing	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	His	

love.	We	will	read	and	remember	that	His	mercies	will	always	be	new	to	us	each	and	every	morning.	And	so	

nothing	changes.	In	faithfulness	to	His	own	promises,	God	will	continue	with	us	–	even	to	the	end	of	the	age.	

He	will	enable	us	to	share	in	His	love	by	reaching	out	to	the	fallen	–	whomever	they	might	be	–	with	the	

healing	power	of	Christ.	But	we	are	in	this	together!	We	will	need	to	get	off	the	donkey,	cross	the	road,	and	

pitch	in	to	help.	It	is	us	together	–	with	each	other	and	our	God!	

On	August	8,	just	as	we	do	each	and	every	day,		we	will	continue	to	PRAY	for	God’s	presence	and	

blessing.	We	will	continue	to	be	at	PEACE	with	each	other	–	as	our	name	reminds	us.	We	will	continue	to	GIVE	

UNDERSTANDING	to	each	other	during	unsettling	times	of	transition.	We	will	try	to	the	best	of	our	ability	to	

practically	act	on	the	plan	that	God	has	in	store	for	us	through	the	practical	expression	and	sharing	of	

Christian	love.		We	will	go	and	have	mercy	–	with	each	other	and	with	others	–	just	as	Christ	came	and	had	

mercy	on	us.		

Far	too	often,	life	gets	very	confusing.	Far	too	often,	we	look	for	help	in	all	the	wrong	places.	Not	just	

as	individuals	but	as	a	congregation	too.	Things	don’t	happen	the	way	we	want	them	to	happen.	And	things	

don’t	happen	according	to	the	timetable	we	would	lay	out	–	if	we	were	in	charge	of	the	world.	But	that’s	okay.	

When	we	are	redirected	back	to	the	Scriptures,	and	when	we	honestly	evaluate	ourselves	according	to	it,	we	

will	see	that	our	God	has	plans	for	us	–	plans	to	prosper	and	not	harm,	plans	to	give	us	hope	and	a	future.	He	

has	everything	under	control	–	we	are	safe	with	our	Good	Samaritan.			

May	the	peace	that	passes	all	understanding	guard	and	keep	our	hearts	and	minds	in	true	faith,	to	life	

everlasting.	Amen.		

	 Pastor	Jeff	Teeple	 	



GREETERS, USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Contact our Deacons with any questions. 

    
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons.  
 If you do find a replacement, please notify the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10 AM       NURSERY: 
8/7       Caleb Brewbaker      Dyer Ball     Available  
8/14        Hannah Hagerty    Audra James      but unstaffed 
8/21           Brandon Baas    Maddie Toigo    (7:45-11:15 AM) 
8/28       Natalie Brewbaker       Jonathan Armstrong 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Bonnie Handlin, Bonnie Schlegel 

 
If you would like to be a part of this ministry 
or have a special prayer request, for email 
please contact Sharon Aldrich, 260-3162535 
(cell), or email brissysmom13@gmail.com.  

PEACE NEWSLETTER is available: 

• online at plcms.org  

• or you may pick up a paper copy in 
the Narthex.   

The birthday/anniversary page is not online 
and will be placed in your church mailbox.  

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
  
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 pastort@plcms.org 
 kellerforever@yahoo.com 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 

Please contact Amber Vonderau 

at 260-414-81814 



Our group had an amazing time at the 2016 
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans!  
Thank you to everyone who supported our group 
through prayer, kind words, and financial support. 
We will be sharing our experience during the  
9:15 AM Sunday School hour  
on September 11th in the Fellowship Hall.  
Come listen to our youth share what they learned 
about their identity …  “In Christ Alone”.   

WINGS  
OUTREACH —  
School items are 
being collected for 
Concordia Seminary 
in Fort Wayne during 
the month of August:   
 Pencils 
 Scissors 
 Pens 
 Paper 
 Crayons 
 Notebooks 
 Markers 
 Erasers 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

        Volunteers from Peace will drive guests between Bethel-Gilead Community 

Church and the Day Center in Coldwater from August 28  - September 4.  To 

volunteer to help in this mission, please call Susan Fisher at 517-238-5302. 

        Homelessness can seem like an overwhelming problem.  Many people wonder 

what one person or congrega/on can do to truly make a difference.  Family 

Promise provides a way for churches to work together to help homeless 

families.  Each par/cipa/ng congrega/on provides overnight lodging and meals for 

up to 14 people for one week, several /mes a year.  Partner churches, like Peace, 

help with details during those weeks. 

         Family Promise enables us to meet important basic needs of homeless 

families.  Families with children make up the fastest growing segment of this 

popula/on.  Usually, over half of the guests are children, and most of the children 

are under the age of six.  Na/onally, more than 6,000 congrega/ons par/cipate in 

Family Promise with tens of thousands of volunteers who help families regain their 

independence.  Volunteers are the founda/on of this network.  Please consider if 

God is empowering you for this ministry. 


