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What would make you really happy? How about being rich, young, and powerful? Yet in the 
Gospels, we read about a rich young ruler who was very sorrowful. Why? Because his wealth 
owned him. Read about it in Matthew 19:16-22. 

That rich young man would fit right in to our self-indulgent society. The 
Bible teaches that in the last days, the world will be dominated by a 
pleasure seeking society (II Timothy 3:4)  . . . and therefore I expect 
Jesus to return at any moment. 

Is it wrong to be rich?  

Or as Tony Campolo once said, “Can a Christian own a BMW?” 

Actually, the Bible does not condemn wealth. What God condemns is a self-indulgent attitude 
in regards to wealth. Here are a few of God’s promises for those who have a generous attitude 
in regards to their money (whether lots or little). 

♦ Good will come (“Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely.”     

- Psalm 112:5) 

♦ We will be honoring God (“ . . . whoever is kind to the needy honors God.”     

- Proverbs 14:31) 

♦ Rewards by God (“He who is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will 

reward Him for what He has done.” - Proverbs 19:17) The New Testament 
picks up this point about “lending to God” when it talks about “storing up 
treasures in heaven” and “whatever you did for one of the lease of these My 
brothers, you did unto Me.” 

♦ ANSWERED prayer (“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too 

will cry out and not be answered.” - Proverbs 21:13) 

♦ Blessings (“A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food 

with the poor.” - Proverbs 22:9) 

♦ Your needs met (“He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who 

closes his eyes to them receives many curses.” - Proverbs 28:27) 

The point is to keep things in perspective. Enjoy the blessings that God gives 
you this summer — but also pray that God will give you a generous heart. 
Thanks to so many who continue to support the ministry of Peace and so 
generously reach out to others as we share the loving care of our Savior. 

Pastor Wayne Berkesch 



GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10 AM       NURSERY: 
6/5                 Hannah Hagerty      Jonathan Armstrong              Available 
6/12          Brandon Baas     Mickaela Handrickson       but unstaffed 
6/19               Natalie Brewbaker            Victoria Miller 
6/26          Bryan Baas       Dyer Ball 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Kelly Foust, Carol Gepfert 

Family Promise 
 

    Family Promise is a social service agency that helps homeless 

individuals in Branch County, Michigan.  For over a year now, volunteer 

drivers from Peace have transported these guests between the Host 

Church, Bethel Gilead Community Church, where they sleep for a one 

week period, to the Day Center in Coldwater.  During the day, children 

go to school, some guests go to their jobs, and other guests work with 

social service agencies to find housing, employment, and meet other 

needs.  Our drivers will be busy during June 19 – 26 and August 28-

September 4. If you feel called to help drive one hour (or more!) during 

those weeks, please call Susan Fisher 517-238-5302 for more 

informa1on. 

        Summary sta1s1cs from January-December for 2015:  

⇒ INDIVIDUALS served:  88     

⇒ FAMILIES served: 30    

⇒ Children (ages 6-18):  20    Children (5 and under) :  21 

⇒ Average length of stay:  28 days 

⇒ FAMILIES securing permanent housing:  17    

⇒ From 2014 -2015, 68% of guests were s1ll in housing a>er one year.   

For more details, please read the CENSUS sheet and the newspaper 

ar1cle on the bulle1n board above the drinking fountain in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

PLEASE CALL 517-238-5302 TO SIGN UP TO DRIVE IN JUNE. 



From	Pastor	Jeff	Teeple:	 

Green	grass	and	blue	skies,	warming	water	and	the	sound	of	lawn	mowers…the	season	of	

growth	is	�inally	here!	I	look	around	at	the	new	growth	and	changes,	and	I	am	�illed	with	

appreciation	for	how	God	works	all	things	together	for	good!		

The	new	growth	and	changes	also	remind	me	of	all	the	exciting	things	that	God	

accomplishes	in	our	congregational	life	together	as	well.	Toward	that	end,	I	want	to	give	you	

an	update	on	the	following	areas.	These	are	areas	where	we	at	Peace	are	growing	because	of	

our	ongoing	Strategic	Planning.		

Identity and Mission:	We	have	a	wonderful	Mission	Statement:	“Friendly	People,	

Growing	in	Christ	–	Called	to:	Praise	and	Proclaim,	Learn	and	Love,	Care	and	Celebrate”	

This	statement	helps	provide	a	Godly	identity	in	our	congregational	life,	our	various	

ministries,	and	in	our	community.	We	are	re-committing	to	growing	in	our	

understanding	of	what	that	statement	means,	and	how	it	applies	in	our	worship,	our	

leadership	conversations	and	decisions,	and	all	our	activities	here	at	Peace!	Our	goal	is	

to	thank	God	for	giving	us	our	identity	–	and	then	intentionally	go	to	work	in	His	mission	

in	and	through	us	–	WE	PRAISE	AND	PROCLAIM!	

Organization:	Because	of	our	mission	identity,	we	want	to	grow	in	the	way	we	

understand	and	organize	ourselves	as	a	congregation.	We	want	to	grow	in	our	ability	

to	inform	each	other	of	all	the	possibilities	that	are	happening.	We	want	to	grow	in	the	

way	we	encourage	and	equip	each	other	to	be	active	Christians	here	and	in	the	

community.	The	goal	of	congregational	organization	is	not	�irst	and	foremost	

ef�iciency;	rather,	the	goal	is	to	help	ensure	that	every	individual	'inds	their	place	in	

God’s	loving	and	saving	work	accomplished	here	–WE	LEARN	AND	LOVE!	

Staf�ing and Leadership:	With	identity,	mission,	and	organization	comes	the	joy	of	

working	in	God’s	Kingdom	–	as	staff	and	volunteers.	And	with	the	upcoming	

retirements,	we	have	a	lot	of	work	to	prayerfully	consider!		To	the	end	that	God	is	

glori�ied,	we	are	reviewing	different	staf�ing	possibilities,	as	well	as	identifying	key	

areas	of	leadership	that	need	staf�ing	assistance.	Our	hope	is	that	God	will	lead	us	to	

�ind	the	right	people	for	the	right	position.	Our	goal	in	this	area	is	to	provide	staf'ing	

and	leadership	so	that	every	member	is	known,	cared	for,	and	appreciated	for	their	

individual	gifts	–	WE	CARE	AND	CELEBRATE!		

Campus and Facilities:	God	has	richly	blessed	Peace	with	many	physical	gifts	throughout	

the	years.	We	desire	to	grow	in	our	ability	to	faithfully	act	as	wise	stewards	of	those	

gifts.	Part	of	that	desire	means	utilizing	and	improving	our	campus	so	that	every	single	

person	–	member	or	guest,	young	or	old,	healthy	or	in�irm	–	�inds	Peace	Lutheran	to	be	

an	friendly,	accessible	and	welcoming	place.	Our	goal	is	to	provide	an	environment	that	

supports	our	identity	and	mission,	so	that	Peace	Lutheran	has	a	positive	impact	on	the	

lives	of	the	people	who	spend	time	here	–	WE	ARE	FRIENDLY	PEOPLE!	

Growing	and	changing	always	begins	with	God.	He	comes	to	us	as	He	promises	in	His	

Word.	He	invites	us.	Then	He	gives	us	His	Holy	Spirit.	He	gives	His	forgiveness.	He	takes	each	

of	us	from	being	a	“lost	and	condemned	person”	and	transforms	us	into	“a	new	creation.”	We	

are	the	Body	of	Christ!		

Because	we	are	forgiven	and	made	God’s	children,	together	we	�ind	ourselves	in	a	new	

season	too	–	GROWING	IN	CHRIST!	 



 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Retirement Celebration 

of 

Rev. & Mrs. Wayne C. Berkesch 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Fremont, Indiana 

8:00 & 10:00 AM Worship Services 

Sunday, August 7, 2016 
 

Following the Worship Celebrations,  

please plan to join us at 11:30 AM 

for a Luncheon and Fellowship 

in the Family Life Center. 



PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, 

YOUTH AND VOLUNTEERS OF 

PEACE: 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO BE A PART 

OF THIS YEAR’S VBS! WE ARE SO 

BLESSED TO HAVE SUCH 

WONDERFUL FACILITIES AND 

CAN’T WAIT TO USE THEM FOR 

THIS YEAR’S DEEP SEA 

DISCOVERY. 

WE NEED YOU  

TO MAKE THIS YEAR A SUCCESS! 

June 28-30, 2016 

9-11 AM 
Peace Lutheran 

VBS 



 

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 

Preschool & Daycare at Peace Lutheran Church 

JUNE 2016 
 
Dear Friends of Wee Creations: 
  
Thank you so much for everyone's help during the garage sale! It was a tremendous success as always. 
According to our calculations we had at least 300 volunteer hours to help make the sale successful! Wow! 
We could not have done it without your help!! Thank you!! 
  
Wee Creations has had a wonderfully successful year. We have been able to share the love of Jesus with 
over 100 children and their families! What a blessing!  
 
Would you like to help us finish our school year? You can help by praying for our children and their 
families. Pray for the love of Jesus to be forever in their hearts. Wee Creations is truly blessed by the 
unending support of Peace Lutheran Church and all of our members. 
  
What a celebration we had on May 26!  Twenty-two children graduated from our 
Pre-Kindergarten program. We congratulate our preschool staff on another 
successful year! The WCM children in the blue, yellow and green classrooms sang 
songs and recited finger plays.  The graduation ceremony included a slideshow 
highlighting our graduates complete with a little “Pomp and Circumstance.” We 
were excited to recognize FOUR children who went all the way through our 
program from baby through graduation! Two girls and two boys started as infants and have now 
graduated from preschool! Out of out 22 graduates, 10 children have been part of our program since they 
were they were 2 years or less. What a blessing to serve these families for so many years!  
 
One of the favorite activities in the Spring is “growing” butterflies and then releasing them.  This year, 
we also “grew” praying mantis and lady bugs. Releasing them into the garden was an exciting adventure! 
What an opportunity to marvel at God’s intricate creation process! 

 
The year isn’t over for the Wee Creations Staff!  We are looking forward to an 
exciting time of summer camp activities. Our summer camp schedule includes a 
visit to the Pokagon Nature Preserve, playing Putt-Putt, Tibbit’s Theater, a day of 
swimming and fun at Lake Luther—just to mention a few—along with having 
special guests. We are also looking forward to tending our garden this summer. 
We are so thankful that a plot is all prepared and waiting for our seeds. =) 
 

May God richly bless your day!   
 

In His Service, Sara Miller & Staff   



Thursday, June 16 … 6:30PM 
 

WINGS — Bring a salad or dessert to share! 
Meat and Drinks provided! 

  
IMPORTANT MEETING! We will be having elections for: 

 President, Christian Growth and Treasurer 
All women of Peace encouraged to attend! 

————————————— 

WINGS Outreach WINGS Outreach WINGS Outreach WINGS Outreach ————    Pasta, pasta sauce and condiments are being collected  

 for Students at Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of June. 

 
INDOOR 
PICNIC 

GOD’S POSITIVES TO OUR NEGATIVES! 

For all the negative things we have to say to ourselves, God has a positive answer for it: 

You say: “It’s impossible.” God says: “All things are possible.” (Luke 18:27) 

You say: “I’m too tired.” God says: “I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

You say: “Nobody really loves me.” 

    God says: “I love you.” (John 3:16 & John 13:34) 

You say: “I can’t go on.”  God says: “My grace is sufficient.” (II Corinthians 12:9; Psalm 91:15) 

You say: “I can’t figure things out.” 

    God says: “You can do all things.” (Philippians 4:13) 

You say: “I’m not able.” God says: “I am able.” (II Corinthians 9:8) 

You say: “It’s not worth it.” 

    God says: “It will be worth it.” (Romans 8:28) 

You say: “I can’t forgive myself.” 

    God says: “I forgive you.” (I John 1:9; Romans 8:1) 

You say: “I can’t manage.” God says: “I will supply all your needs.” (Philippians 4:19) 

You say: “I’m afraid.” God says: “I have not given you a spirit of fear.” (II Timothy 1:7) 

You say: “I’m worried and frustrated.” 

     God says: “Cast all your cares on ME.” (I Peter 5:7) 

You say: “I don’t have enough faith.” 

    God says: “I’ve given everyone a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3) 

You say: “I’m not smart enough.” 

    God says: “I give you wisdom.” (I Corinthians 1:30) 

You say: “I feel all alone.” God says: “I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) 


