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“Are We Having Fun Yet?” 
 

Over and over again, I’ve been reading that polls indicate that we are a 

nation obsessed with the pursuit of fun.  Now there is nothing wrong with wanting 

to have fun.  I love to have fun. 

 However, an “obsession with fun” means:  having fun is my number one 

priority! Now that’s not good. The Christian life is filled with a lot of exciting 

adventures, but there are certain aspects of it that hardly quality as “excitement” 

or “fun!” Sometimes Bible study and prayer seem tedious. Holding Biblical 

standards may seem to have very few benefits in the short term. Teaching a 

Sunday School class year after year can get to be a grind. Planning to share your 

faith with a neighbor brings sweat to your forehead. 

 If our whole goal is FUN, then there is no room for these Christian activities.  

What is needed in our day of “the pursuit of fun,” is a solid Christian commitment.  

The starting points for Christian discipleship are always prayer and personal 

Bible study. These might not always be fun, but they are necessary for Christian 

growth. From this flows the awareness that we must use our spiritual gifts and 

abilities to minister to others. Again, this is not always fun. 

 After all, we don’t deserve fun. What we deserve is hell, because God 

teaches us that we are all sinners. But in His grace, we have been rescued 

through Jesus Christ . . . rescued so that we might serve God and others now, 

and have the confidence of eternal life. 

 So . . . enjoy the blessings that God has given you. Have fun. But don’t let 

the pursuit of fun consume your life. Let Jesus Christ consume your life!  

 

— Pastor Wayne Berkesch   



WINGS  

OUTREACH 
 
Supplies are 
being collected 
for Concordia 
Seminary 
in Fort Wayne 
during 
the month 
of July: 
 
Peanut Butter 
Jelly      
Soups 
Crackers 

Falling in Love With the Author 
     A young lady once laid down a 
book she’d just finished, with the 
remark that it was the dullest 
story she had ever read. 
     In the course of time she 
became engaged to a young man, 
and one night she said to him, “I 
have a book in my library whose 
author’s name, and even initials, 
are precisely the same as yours. 
Isn’t that a singular coincidence?”  
     “I do not think so,” he replied. 
     “Why not?” she asked. 
     “For the simple reason that I 

wrote the book,” he answered. 
     That night, the young lady sat 
up until two o’clock reading the 
book again. And this time it 
seemed the most interesting story 
she’d ever read. The once-dull 
book was now fairly fascinating, 
because she knew and loved the 
author. 
     So, a child of God finds the 
Bible interesting because he 
knows and loves the Author! It is 
his Father’s message, addressed 
to him. 

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
    
USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10 AM       NURSERY: 
7/3     Caleb Brewbaker  Audra James   Available 
7/10       Hannah Hagerty  Maddie Toigo     but unstaffed 
7/17         Brandon Baas         Jonathan Armstrong 
7/24     Natalie Brewbaker      Mickaela Hendrickson 
7/31           Bryan Baas   Victoria Miller 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Lynn Reed, Carol Gepfert, Donna Biddle 



 

Make a joyful noise to the L���, all the earth!  

Serve the L��� with gladness!  

Come into his presence with singing!  

Know that the L���, he is God!  

It is he who made us, and we are his;  

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  

Give thanks to him; bless his name! 

For the L��� is good;  

his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. 
          — Psalm 100 

   

What a joyful noise worship is! The songs, the prayers, the ambient noise of children 

(and adults!) moving around and exploring God’s house…it’s all a joyful noise as we “serve 

the Lord in gladness and come into His presence.”  

In worship, we earnestly and intentionally focus our attention toward God. Like the 

words of the prayer before communion says: it is good and right to do so.  

That being said, when we take time to care and celebrate with each other – like when we 

share peace – we have a moment to look each other in the eyes and embrace each other in 

Christian love.  

Looking around the sanctuary at Peace during those times of movement, I’m amazed at 

the congregation God has gathered us to be! On any given weekend, we often have 2ive 

generations of people worshiping together – from infants to those in their nineties!  

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise: …his faithfulness to	all	

generations.” In some ways, we are the embodiment of Psalm 100! Praise God! 

I think there is a strong connection between our worship life together and our mission 

and identity as a congregation! “Friendly People, Growing in Christ – Called to: Praise and 

Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate” 

The most obvious example of this is in our worship. Gathered as friends, we 

grow in our faith toward God and our Christian love for one another. We 

praise and proclaim the Triune God, learning more about Him and receiving 

His love. We care for others in our prayers and fellowship. We celebrate with 

ALL the people of God!  

In a good way, a little bit of noise can be a really big deal! It reminds us that we 

are alive by God’s grace, and “we are His!” What a wonderful way to think 

about our identity! 

— Pastor Jeff Teeple 



 
 

 

I’m itching to get my bag packed.  I can’t wait to worship with 18,000 other Lutheran 

teens and adults!  From July 15-20th our group will be heading down to The Big Easy-

New Orleans.  While there we will start our day with a large group Bible study, spend 

the day in the convention center listening to speakers, attending seminars, playing in 

the activity center, and growing closer as a group.  The evening is filled with a Mass 

Event, in which all 18,000 people come together to worship and grow in our faith 

through the message.  The day runs from 8 AM until after midnight, so when you see 

the adult leaders afterwards, buy us a coffee or tuck us in for a nap.   

We are going to need it! 

Your prayers of safe travels and of open hearts would be gladly accepted! 

Thank you to everyone who dove in and 

helped make VBS a fun and Christ-filled 

week.  The volunteers and kids learned 

that God know us, hears us, and loves us.  

God will be with us wherever we go! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited to the  

Retirement Celebration 

of 
Rev. & Mrs. Wayne C. Berkesch 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Fremont, Indiana 

8:00 & 10:00 AM Worship Services 

Sunday, August 7, 2016 
 

Following the Worship Celebrations,  

please plan to join us at 11:30 AM 

for a Luncheon and Fellowship 

in the Family Life Center. 
 

Sign up  

at the Information Desk  

or contact the church office,  

260-495-4306 
(Suggested donation - $5/family) 



CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

High School Graduates – 2016  

Matthew Armstrong – Fremont High School – Core 40 with Academic Honors – and also Core 40 Technical 
with Academic Honors.  Matt is joining the Army National Guard - leaving for basic training on July 5th 
with advanced training to follow in Heating and Air-Conditioning.  In Fall of 2017, he plans to attend 
IUPUI and pursue a Business Degree. 
 
Alex Biddle – Angola High School – plans to attend IPFW to study Music Therapy  
 
Parker Graber – Angola High School – Academic Achievement Award, Top 10% of Class, French and 
National Honor Society Cords, Pleasant Lake Lions Club Scholarship, and the Ball State University 
Presidential Scholarship – plans to attend Ball State University to major in Meteorology.   
 
Brady Johnson – Prairie Heights High School – 21st Century Scholar, Nucor Foundation Scholarship, Ball 
State University Scholarship – plans to attend Ball State University to study Business Administration. 
 
Josh Mann – Fremont High School – plans to attend Trine University to study Criminal Justice 
 
Alivia Naus – Angola High School – Nucor Foundation Scholarship, Academic Bowl Senior Award, and 
National Honor Society cords - plans to attend Purdue University and study Computer Science. 
 
James Purkey – Angola High School – National Honor Society cords – Academic and Technical Honors - 
plans to attend IUPUI and major in business. 
 
Hannah Roudebush – Angola High School – plans to attend college to study psychology. 
 
College and beyond –  
 
Allison (Wolf) Blackburn – IPFW with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Nursing – plans to 
work at Parkview Noble in the Med/Surg Unit. 
 
Saige Driver – Ball State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Communications.  Saige is working for WOWO Radio as a staff writer.   
 
Katie Foust – IPFW with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Education – plans to be an elementary education 
teacher in the Northwest Allen County school system.  She received A/B honors throughout her 4 years in 
college. 
 
Kaitlin Kobelak – Valparaiso University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Healthcare Leadership with 
minors in business and psychology - plans are to find a position in the health care industry.   
 
Haley Naus – Ball State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary Education with a major 
in English – plans are to teach high school English and English as a second language. 
 
Lorin Reidenbach – Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Management and Marketing.    
Plans:  move to Chicago and work at Starcom MediaVest Group as a Media Associate. 
 
Gina Teeple – Master of Arts in Deaconess Studies – will serve as an Admissions Counselor at Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN. 



 

PEACE NEWS 

The Peace Newsletter is available: 

• online at plcms.org  

• or you may pick up a paper 
copy in the Narthex.   

The birthday/anniversary page is not 
available online and will continue to 
be placed in your church mailbox.  

WEBSITE — www.plcms.org  
                          
EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 pastorb@plcms.org 
 pastort@plcms.org 
 kellerforever@yahoo.com 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 

One Nation Under God? 
 

Do you know the Preamble to the State of the 
Indiana Constitution or any state of these 
United States? 
 

40 states include God in their Preamble, 
4 states refer to a supreme ruler, 
1 state speaks of the creator, 
1 to the author of existence, 
1 has the supreme ruler in its preamble, 
1 the sovereign ruler 
1 refers to divine guidance, and lastly 
1 state addresses the great legislator of the 
universe 

 
No Preamble requires anyone to worship God. But, 
William Penn wrote, “Those people who will not be 
governed by God will be ruled by tyrants.” 
 
 
The Indiana Preamble states: 

“We the People of the State of Indiana, 
grateful to Almighty God for the free 
exercise of the right to choose our form 
of government…” 

You are invited 

to hear Lindsay Bienz talk about 

her experiences going to 11 Countries in 11 Months. 

Sunday, July 31, 2016 — 9 AM (Fellowship Hall) 

Refreshments and coffee will be served. 


