
In the beginning, God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light 
was good.”  (Genesis 1:3-4) Light is so basic, so needed, and so wonderful. Light, like love, 
makes the world go round. 

As great as the physical presence of light is, the spiritual light God has given us is 
significantly greater. As God changes night into daylight, so He brings us out of spiritual 
darkness into His light. Psalm 18:28 says, “You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns 
my darkness into light.” We are a “chosen people” who live a life that declares “the praises of 
Him Who called (us) out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9) 

Jesus is the light. He is our power source. Without Him, we live meaningless lives without 
purpose. With Him we do have power to change lives. In His light we can turn away from self-
centered and self-indulgent lifestyles. He recreates us as selfless and generous people. As we 
live in His light, we don’t have a “spirit of timidity,” but a spirit “of power, of love, and self-
discipline.” (II Timothy 1:7) 

God brings our hearts and minds out of darkness, and with His light He guides our steps. 
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (Psalm 119:105) God uses His light 
for our protection. Romans 13:2 reads, “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let 
us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.” As God’s redeemed people 
we find courage in the words of Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation . . .” God’s 
light outshines all other light. His light guides us — protects us — and saves us. 

God’s light shining through us will be a witness of what God can accomplish in and through 
His people. For us to be God’s lights does not mean that we need to be successful business 
people so our lights will shine with money and affluence. Our 
lights don’t need to shine with great athletic, music or oratory 
skills. The purpose of our light, Jesus said, is to point others to 
our heavenly Father so He may be glorified. “Matthew 5:16) 
God wants lights of love that show the world His compassion, 
unselfishness, and forgiveness. We are to hold up His light so 
that others may see His love.  

May God continue to bless us as together we serve as 
beacons of light! 

Peace Lutheran Church 
FREMONT, INDIANA 

January Newsletter, 2016 

A special word of thanks for your love and support — and for all the Christmas cards, greetings, 
and gifts.  You are a generous people and we appreciate your kindness, love and support. 

Letting God’s Light Shine 



A Happy and Most A Happy and Most A Happy and Most A Happy and Most 

Blessed New Year Blessed New Year Blessed New Year Blessed New Year     

to our Peace Family!to our Peace Family!to our Peace Family!to our Peace Family!    
 

We invite you to begin 2016 with a 
commitment to become more deeply 
involved in God’s Word, on Thursday 
mornings, 9:30 AM, in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
The door is always open, the coffee pot 
on, and friends eager to hear God speak 
to us through His Word. Pastor Teeple will 
be leading our time together the first 2 
weeks in January. Then we will finish up 
our study of “Grace in the Empty Spaces”. 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016    

You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!You Are Always Welcome!    

 

HOME PLATE 2016 

Saturday, May 7, 2016 

Comerica Park, Detroit, MI 

9:30 AM Home Plate Baseball Clinic 

1:08 PM Tigers vs. Texas Rangers 

Tickets— $34.00 each 
(Checks should be made out to Peace Lutheran 

with “Home Plate” on the memo line —  
and given to Pastor B.) 

See Pastor Berkesch for more information. 

Sign up by Sunday, January 17thSign up by Sunday, January 17thSign up by Sunday, January 17thSign up by Sunday, January 17th    

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM      NURSERY 
1/3  Bryan Baas     Mickaela Hendrickson/Victoria Miller available for all 
1/10      Caleb Brewbaker Dyer Ball/Jonathan Armstrong worship services, 
1/17        Hannah Hagerty        Audra James          (unstaffed) 
1/24          Brandon Baas                      Maddie Toigo 
1/31     Natalie Brewbaker  Jonathon Armstrong 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Carla Kordes, Judy Hostetler, Gay Kirkton 



Dear Friends, 

A blessed New Year to you! May we all be given opportunity to recognize and thank God for His 
steadfast love through all generations, years, and seasons.  

I recognize that many faithful people don’t know much about evangelism, short of scattered visions of 
canvassing a neighborhood or mission work in distant countries. I also recognize that I desperately want 
to change those perceptions – because every person can share what God has done; every person is given 
a story to tell.   

Maybe you have never thought of it this way, but in its simplest form, evangelism is a brief moment of 
exchange. More often than not, evangelism happens during quiet conversations between two people. 
Evangelism can happen when another person recognizes that you live, see and understand things 
differently because of your faith.    

In many ways, our life as a witness to Jesus Christ is a commitment to long-term relationships with 
people. And, in the course of those relationships we are given ample opportunity to draw attention to 
God’s work in our lives – that is, to evangelize, to share the Good News that God is with us in his love, 
grace, and forgiveness.  

According to one researcher, people seldom are “suddenly catapulted into a relationship with Christ.” 
Rather, a relationship with Christ comes about over time as people are exposed to the message of Christ 
through their relationship with you!  When you share with others, you can make an eternal difference in 
their lives. That is a moment of evangelism. 

You are called to something precise, something very special.  You are called to witness to Jesus Christ 
to individuals that you are in relationship with.  

You are called by God to be a witness. A witness points to the working of Jesus in their own life.   

A witness says: “Jesus died for me!”  A witness says: “God is at work in my life!” Witnesses tell a very 
special story – their own life story. Witnesses tell the powerful story of how God works His love and grace 
in specific ways – through all the trials, tribulations, and even joys of their own lives.  As the witness tells 
his or her own story, that witness tells the story of God’s love at work in the lives of all people!  What a 
great story to tell! 

Take stock of all the relationships that you have, whether at home, work, school, or elsewhere. As you 
recognize the relationships that you are in – the relationships that God has brought into your life – be 
looking for opportunities to share your own story of God’s work in your life.  As you do, you will be acting 
as a witness to Jesus Christ. 

I have had the opportunity to make use of a series of devotions concerning witnessing and 
evangelism. I was moved in their simplicity and sincerity.   

So, I share this devotion with you this month to give you a sense of direction and clarity in your faith-
life.  May God grant you His peace – and many opportunities to share with others – in the New Year! 
 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”    (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
While visiting part of the family, my cousin and I got into a church related conversation.  I knew that 
she had grown up without going to church except for an occasional trip while visiting our 
Grandparents.  I asked if they were going to try to find a church to go to, but inside me I knew the 
answer would be “no.”  The conversation grew in intensity and emotion.  She confided in me that she 
was afraid to die, because she knew that if she didn’t love and accept Jesus she would not be going to 
Heaven.  I was sure to tell her that being a Christian was a gift given to her by God.  There was 
nothing that she could do that would make her deserve it. 

 — continued on the next page 



The Lutheran Witness 
       It is time for our congregation to subscribe to 
the LUTHERAN WITNESS. Read about exciting 
ways the gospel is brought to people everywhere, 
learn how Christians support those in need, share 
in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more 
informed about our church’s activities. For $8.50/
year, you can keep in touch with the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod congregations in our 
district, in the United States and worldwide. 
  
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$8.50 by January 10, 2016. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

  
NAME ____________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _________________________ 
  
                 _________________________ 
  
    __  Renewal     __ New Subscription 

(continued) 
Having grown up in the church loving and praising God, I had never thought of anyone being 
afraid of dying.  I made it my point to help her.  I bought her a Bible, and wrote her a long letter 
on different things I thought important for a growing faith.  I was sure to point out the rules that 
God had given us.  The Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer were very important to know.   
I was very happy to find out over Christmas that she had been reading her Bible devotedly. 
 
We all have the opportunity at some point in our life to witness or tell someone else about our 
Lord and his only Son.  What a wonderful message that God’s grace gave us the gift of eternal life 
through Jesus’ suffering death and resurrection.  This is what gives us confidence and takes away 
our fear of death.  Jesus wants us to let him carry our cares and fears.  Don’t ever be shy about 
sharing your faith with other people.  You never know what Jesus might be able to do through you.   

 
Questions for consideration: 

In which relationships do I see an opportunity to witness? 
Which stories has God given me to share? 
Do the stories point to God’s work? 
How is God’s love and grace at work in my life?  
 

Prayer: 
Dear Lord, Please give us strength to spread your love. Let us be bold about what we believe, 

and use that for letting your light shine. Forgive us for not taking the opportunities that 
we should to extend your love to others. Bless us in everything we do, Lord.  Amen. 

 
        Pastor Jeff Teeple 

——————————————————————————— 

Family Promise 

     A recently released statistic showed that 40% 
of people living in the U.S. pay 30% or more of 
their income for housing.  This is one of the factors 
that contributes to homelessness.  In the past 15 
years, Family Promise of Branch County has helped 
to house 419 families.   

     In 2015, Family Promise had 55 adults and 42 
children as guests at host churches.  If you are 
looking for a way to be more physically involved in 
mission in 2016, consider driving for Family 
Promise.  Members of Peace generously provide 
transportation at 7 a.m. and 5 p.m.  This usually 
means one hour on the road.  The guests you 
transport may change your life in ways you never 
imagined. For your long-term planning, Peace 
people will drive the weeks of: 

January 31 – February 7;  
April 10 – 17;   
June 19-26; 
August 28 – September 4 
November 6 – 13 

Please call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302, for more 
information. 



NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS & HELPING HANDS! 
 

The third year of Upward @ Peace is off to an amazing start! We have 115+ children 

registered for basketball and cheerleading and we aren’t even to our second evaluation! We 

are predicting that we will have around 150 children this year (which would be almost 

triple our first year!) Wow! What a blessing! We are so blessed to have a beautiful gym 

with amazing new baskets to host this awesome program.  With record setting numbers, 

that means that we need lots of extra helping hands! Can you help?  

 

What is Upward? Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for age 4—Grade 6. 

When? Practice on Tuesdays 5-8 pm and Wednesdays 5-7 pm 

  Games on Saturdays beginning at 8 am 

Dates? January 5th—March 5th 

Where? Peace Lutheran Church Gym 

How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!! 

Volunteers needed: 

• Basketball Head and Assistant Coaches 

• Cheerleading Coaches 

• Referees 

• Prayer Partner 

• Advertising 

• Halftime Activity Leader 

• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Evaluations & Orientation Volunteers 

• Concessions 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

• Many of these positions require an hour or less per week! 

• Can you help?  

 

Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner 

Please contact Scott Miller if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 



“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ” 
Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church 

January 2016 
 
 December was a fun filled, busy month at Wee Creations! We enjoyed learning about 

the Advent candles during Chapel. The highlight of the month was our Christmas Party. The 

parents and children from the Green, Yellow & Blue rooms enjoyed a pot-luck breakfast. 

Then Santa took time out of his busy schedule to visit and remind us of the true meaning of 

Christmas. The day was complete with the children entertaining us with their favorite 

Christmas songs.  We had over 200 people in attendance! It is so amazing to have such an 

outstanding facility to be able to accommodate such a large crowd! It was so wonderful to 

see the Gym bursting at the seams with Christmas Joy! 

 We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the people of Peace.  The 

first-class facility (classrooms, playground, gym, sanctuary, everything!) that Peace offers to 

the families of Wee Creations in one of the best in our area! Our rooms are so big, well lit, 

CLEAN, and well-equipped.  It is truly a blessing to come to work each day knowing that our 

building is safe, secure and that our children are being cared for by an extremely qualified 

and loving staff! Thank you for giving WCM a beautiful facility! Thank you for maintaining our 

beautiful facility.  Thank you for enthusiastically supporting Wee Creations thorough 

purchasing EDGE cards, Thrivent Choice donations, envelope contributions, donations and 

memorials! Thank you for your continued support!  

 The Staff and Board of Wee Creations would like to wish you and your family a 

blessed Holiday Season! 

 Come and visit us anytime!!  Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to the families 

of Wee Creations, and thank you again for your continued support! 

 

Servants of Christ—   

Sara Miller & Staff 
 



 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY     

 
Winter is the perfect season to work on 
this warm project. 
 
As the shawls are finished, 
they may be left in the 
church kitchen or taken to 
the sewing rooms. Thank you 
for your help. 

—————————————— 
WINGS OUTREACH 

 
    We will be collecting the over-the-counter 
medications for Concordia Seminary in Fort 
Wayne during the month of January: 

Tylenol (adult & children’s) 
Ibuprofen  Allergy medications 
Cough medications Motrin 

WINGS — A Cup and a Prayer for January 

How comforting a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate is  on  a  cold,  winter’s  day! How 
comforting we can be to those who are especially experiencing “winter” in their lives. 

During January you are invited to join WINGS prayer warriors in daily time of prayer 
while sipping on a cup of your choice of a hot beverage. Create your own prayer 
space with a warm quilt, rocking chair, quiet corner or whatever it takes to provide 
an atmosphere of prayer. 

Save  
the  
Dates! 

ALTAR GUILD 
FLOWER CALENDAR 

 
The 2015 Flower Calendar is available on the Bulletin 
Board in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up for the 
week or weeks you desire. Bouquets are $30 for two.  
 

Unless we hear differently from you, 
the flowers are automatically ordered 
from: 

 Out of the Woods Florists 
1601 N Wayne Street, Suite 105 

Angola, Indiana 
 

(Located in Angola Square  
by Rural King) 

260-665-6808—1-800-922-4149 
 

Payments can be put in Carol Gepfert’s mailbox. 

Spaghetti DinnerSpaghetti DinnerSpaghetti DinnerSpaghetti Dinner    
Sunday, February 14,Sunday, February 14,Sunday, February 14,Sunday, February 14,    

    at Noonat Noonat Noonat Noon    
(benefiting Lutherans for Life) 

2016 Women’s Retreat2016 Women’s Retreat2016 Women’s Retreat2016 Women’s Retreat    
Saturday, April 23Saturday, April 23Saturday, April 23Saturday, April 23    

Speaker — Lynne Ford  
(WBCL Radio) 

Sewing SistersSewing SistersSewing SistersSewing Sisters    
Year End Report for 2015Year End Report for 2015Year End Report for 2015Year End Report for 2015    

What a blessed year it has been to serve our 
Savior in so many ways. In fellowship we have 
experienced His love and healing comfort thru 
supporting one another.  

Thank you all for the donations and support at 
our gift table in the Fellowship Hall. We always 
welcome donations of fabric, thread, yarn and 
sewing machines. We continue to find new 
needs in our community and Family Promise 
will again be a focus in 2016. We will continue 
to support the Riley Kids as well.  

Even if you do not sew but want 
to be a part of this caring group, 
please come any Wednesday 
morning. There is a job waiting 
for you! 

Our Outreach donations: 

∗18 dog pillows to SC Humane Shelter 
∗140 pillowcases to Miles of Smiles — Riley 
∗72 quilts to RSVP for Riley Cancer Camp 
∗4 hats, 11 quilts, 2 afghans to CPC 
∗10 quilts to Family Promise 
∗119 hats, mittens, scarves to the Coat Drive 
∗ 14 walker bags, 16 catheter bags, 9 quilts, 
16 afghans to Lakeland, Cameron Woods 
and Northern Lakes 

That is over 100 quilts and 320 items  
hand-made for those in need! 

 



Special Gifts — 2015 
 
Thanks to your generous support over the 
last year, as a congregation we were able to 
support the following CHARITIES with special 
gifts at the close of 2015. We are indeed:  

“Blessed to be a Blessing.” 
Thanks again, for your amazing outreach. 

 
Local Missions              2015 
CASA of Northeastern Indiana           $500 
Compassion Pregnancy Center           $500 
Faith Community Health Clinic                   $1250 
Family Promise             $500 
Project Help of Steuben County          $2000 
RISE               $500 
Shop with a Cop                       $500 
Steuben County Luke 3:11 Coat Ministry      $500 
Steuben County Council on Aging          $1000 
Turning Point             $1000 
Women in Transition             $500 
              $8750 
Regional Missions 
Hope in a Handbag             $500 
Lutheran Military Veterans & Families          $500 
Lutheran Social Services of NE Indiana       $1000 
Ray of Hope (Children needing special surgeries)   $500 
Worship for Shut-Ins            $1000 
              $3500 
National/International Missions 
Adopt-A-Student           $2000 
English District Mission            $500 
Hope Seeds              $150 
Lutherans for Life             $500 
The Lutheran Hour (LLL)            $500 
Lutheran World Relief             $500 
MAG Aviation (Paul Jones)            $500 
Wheatridge Ministries             $100 
                                 $4750 
 
        Grand Total $17,000 

To God alone be the glory! 

Dear Members and Attendees, 

You are being invited to offer your 
valuable opinion in an important survey. 
Your feedback is important!   

We are seeking a large participation in this 
survey. The results will be used to gather 
information that will be very valuable in 
the development of the Strategic Ministry 
Plan for Peace. You can fill out the survey 
in one of two ways: 

1.  Pick up a paper copy at church, and 
return it to the tray. 

2.  Fill out the survey online by 
following the link posted at our 
website. 

Your participation and input is greatly 
appreciated! Thank you, 

Strategic Ministry Plan Team 

 
January 13, 2016 

 
6 PM—Handbells 

7 PM—Adult Choir 
 

Begin the New Year Begin the New Year Begin the New Year Begin the New Year 

by joining us!by joining us!by joining us!by joining us!    

For the New Year! 
Be sure to check out our website: 

 Peace Lutheran Church  
 Missouri Synod: 
 

plcms.org 
  

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 pastorb@plcms.org 
 pastort@plcms.org 
 kellerforever@yahoo.com 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 


