
Lessons in Lent: Places of the Passion 
 The Lenten Season may not be the longest season in the Church Year, but it is one of the most 

important, if not THE most important season of the year. It is a �me for spiritual prepara�on through 

repentance and growth in faith for Easter. It is the �me of the Church Year when we look closely at the 

passion and death of our Savior. It begins on February 10 this year with a special day of repentance, 

Ash Wednesday, and culminates in the depth of sorrow and tragedy on Good Friday.  

 The name of the season, “Lent” does not really reflect the mood or message. “Lent” is an Anglo-

Saxon word which means the lengthening of days as Spring appears. But in the history of Chris�anity, 

the season of Lent was strictly observed and was a very meaningful season of the Church Year. It was: 

• A �me of PREPARATION – Candidates for bap�sm received examina�on and instruc�on, 

and they proved their worthiness by penitence and prayer. 

• A �me of PENITENCE – It was a �me for solemnity and sadness. Organs were stopped. 

Public entertainment outlawed. Lent was a �me to be sorry for your sins.  

• A �me of FASTING – Fas�ng was a spiritual discipline which helped one par�cipate 

with Jesus in His sufferings.  

• A �me of PRAYER – Chris�ans were par�cularly concerned about the development 

of their spiritual lives. Special bread was made out of flour, salt and water. It was 

shaped in the form of two arms crossed. We know it today as the pretzel. 

Over the years the prac�ces of Chris�ans have become lax as the relate to the observance of 

Lent. Many people today no long care for self-denial or the somber mood of Lent. Yet Lent can be a 

very frui9ul season of the Church Year as God’s faithful strictly and sincerely observe the season. It can 

be a �me of spiritual development and prepara�on for the Resurrec�on. 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM during Lent as we look at PLACES 

OF THE PASSION. Each week we will travel to a different loca�on and see our Lord’s Passion unfold for 

us. Jesus said in John 15:13, “No greater love can a Man have than this, that He lay down His life for His 

friends.” Jesus said that – AND THEN HE DID THAT! Here are the themes for our services: 

• Ash Wednesday – February 10: “The High Priest’s Palace: A Place for a Trial and Verdict” 

• Wednesday – February 17: “Gethsemane: A Place of Tempta�on” 

• Wednesday – February 24: “Pilate’s Court: A Place for a Subs�tute” 

• Wednesday – March 2: “The Upper Room: A Place of Service” 

• Wednesday – March 9: “The Way of Sorrows: A Place of Tears” 

• Wednesday – March 16: “Golgotha: A Place of Suffering” 

• Thursday – March 24: “The Last Supper: A Place for a Feast” 

• Friday – March 25: “The Cross: A Place of Death” 

• Easter Sunday – March 27: “The Empty Tomb: A Place of Life” (7 and 10:30AM) 

We are also looking for soup and dessert makers for a special �me of Fellowship from 5:30-6:30 

PM each Wednesday during the Lenten season. God bless you in your Lenten devo�on and worship. 
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GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact our head Deacon, Gloria Winans, 260-833-2779.  
 If you do find a replacement, please notify the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM        NURSERY  
2/7  Bryan Baas        Mickaela Hendrickson        Open but 
2/14       Caleb Brewbaker   Victoria Miller              unstaffed 
2/21        Hannah Hagerty       Dyer Ball          (7:45-11:30 AM) 
2/28           Brandon Baas    Audra James     
  
ALTAR GUILD:  Judy Hostetler, Donna Biddle 

Dear Friends, 

God’s peace to you in the name of Jesus, our Savior! 

Beginning February 21, during our Bible class hour, we will be holding a very special class for adults called 

Back to Basics. This is an introduc�on to the fundamentals of our Lutheran faith for members and non-members of 

our congrega�on!   

In a relaxed atmosphere, we will be covering many topics that are important to all Lutheran Chris�ans: 

√ How to tell the difference between God’s Law and God’s Gospel 

√ How to pray like Jesus 

√ A credible faith 

√ The anatomy of Bap�sm 

√ How to receive Communion 

√ Five things you should know about the Lutheran Reforma�on  

√ A few ways to read the Bible 

√ How to share your faith with someone 

The classes are intended to help you become acquainted, not simply with the Lutheran church, but with 

the most important part of the church – fellow believers!   

The class is open to everyone! Are you: 

• Wai�ng to become a member of Peace? This is the class for you! We are looking to receive new 

members in May, so this will pave the way!  

• A new member of Peace? This is the class to help you start out your journey with us on the right foot!  

• A regular par�cipant in our worshiping community? This will help you iden�fy some of the unique 

things we say and do here!  

• A long-�me member of Peace? This is the class to help you gain a fresh look at faith.  

Wherever you are in your walk with the Lord, we think this class is will benefit you – and be benefiLed by 

you!  It starts Sunday, February 21. We pray that, whether you come or not, you con�nue to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ!     Pastor Jeff Teeple 



Visitor Contacts 

You may already know that our pastors call and visit with 
visitors to our worship services. However, you may not know 
that the Evangelism Team makes an additional contact to some 
of those visitors. In 2015, 55 visitors received a phone call, 
text, email or postcard. Of those 55, 25 were first-time visitors. 
Of those first timers, 14 live within easy driving distance of 
Peace. Reaching out is important. Greeting people unknown to 
you is a great way to combine fellowship and worship. 

KEEP UP TO DATE KEEP UP TO DATE KEEP UP TO DATE KEEP UP TO DATE ————    
with a Sunday School 
Text Message App!!!  
Receive the latest news 
from Amber/Peace 
Sunday School. Simply 
text 81010 and reply 
with @peacekids and 
you will automatically 
be signed up. 

An hour and a half each week for that activity we commonly call “Church work.” Just think what 
an awesome impact a “time tithe” would have on our congregation! If we multiply our 
communicant membership — 575 souls (not including those younger than Confirmation age) — 
by 2.4 hours (10% of our week; a time tithe) — that’s 1380 hours — and multiply that by 
minimum wage X $7.25 = $4,168.75! Just think what such a gift of time could mean to our 
church’s ministries. 
 
One might think that an hour isn’t much, but I was fascinated by what happens 
every single hour. Every hour . . .  

. . . Your heart beats 4,800 times if you are at rest. 

. . . People drink 23.3 million Coca-Cola’s around the world. 

. . . 11 earthquakes rumble somewhere in the world. 

. . . Americans make 10 million telephone calls. 

. . . 198 marriages end in divorce. 

. . . 15,000 babies are born around the world. 

. . . We spend $201,000 on cat food and $409,000 on dog food. 
 
And speaking of time, there’s a hymn that’s not in our hymnal (thankfully) and yet a lot of 
people seem to be singing … 

Joyful, joyful, we ignore Thee 
God, we’re busy, God, we’re tired. 
We have fishing, we have traveling 
Visit friends, in hobbies mired. 
TV, Football, earn a living 
Raise the kids, mow the lawn. 
When it come to doing church work 
All our energy is gone. 

 
Time . . . a precious gift for your Lord! Is He getting back His share from the generous amount 
He has given into your stewardship? A continuing word of thanks to all those who continue to 
give of their time to serve the Lord in so many special ways here at Peace and in the 
community. May God continue to show you with joy as you serve Him. 
         Pastor Wayne Berkesch 



40 Things to Give up for Lent: The List 
by Phil Ressler  

Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent are just around the corner. As 
this season of Lent approaches, many of us think about something to 
“give up.” Unfortunately, these things often have little impact on our life 
and walk with Christ. 

With that said, I would like to offer up 40 things you might consider 
giving up for Lent this year. There is one for each day of the season. And 
these are things to give up not just for Lent, but for the rest of your life. 

1. Fear of Failure — You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just make sure you fall forward. 

2. Your Comfort Zone — It’s outside our comfort zones where new discoveries are made. 

3. Feelings of Unworthiness — You are fearfully and wonderfully made by your Creator.                     
(see Psalm 139:14) 

4. Impatience — God’s timing is the perfect timing. 

5. Retirement — As long as you are still breathing, you are hear for a reason. You have a purpose to 
influence others for Christ. Our work is not always tied to a paycheck. 

6. People Pleasing — I can’t please everyone anyways. There is only one I need to strive to please. 

7. Comparison — I have my own unique contribution to make and there is no one else like me. 

8. Blame — I am not going to pass the buck. I will take responsibility for my actions. 

9. Guilt — I am loved by Jesus and He has forgiven my sins. Today is a new day and the past is behind. 

10. Over-commitment — Do less better and accomplish more. 

11. Lack of Counsel — Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum. 

12. Impurity — Live lives pure and without blemish. 

13. Entitlement — The world does not owe me anything. God does not owe me anything. I live in humility 
and grace. 

14. Apathy — Life is too short not to care. 

15. Hatred — Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21) 

16. Negativity — I will put the best construction on everything when it comes to other people. I will also 
minimize my contact with people who are negative and toxic. 

17. The Spirit of Poverty — Believe that with God there is always more than enough and never a lack. 

18. Going Through the Motions — The more you invest yourself, the more you 
will get back. 

19. Complaint — Instead of contributing to the problem, be the solution. 

20. The Pursuit of Happiness — God wants something greater and more lasting 
than happiness. It is called joy. 

21. Bitterness — The only person I am hurting by holding on to this is myself. 

22. Distraction — Life is filled with distractions that will take our eyes off the prize. 

23. Giving up — God never gives up on us. 

24. Mediocrity — If you are going to do something, then give it all you’ve got. 

25. Destructive Speech — Encourage one another and all the more as you see 
the day approaching.  (see Hebrews 10:25) 

26. Busyness — It is a badge of honor to be busy. But that does not always translate to abundance. 

27. Loneliness — With Jesus I am never alone. He is with me wherever I go.                 ( —continued—) 



WINGS  Outreach 

Collecting the following items for Concordia  
Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of 
February: Baby Products Diapers & Wipes 
       Formula  Baby Food 

MEN’S BREAKFAST —  

meets the third Saturday of each month. 

Plan to come! 

Saturday,  
February 20, 2016 
8 AM-9:15 AM  

(We’ll be done by 9:30!) 

Dear Friends of Peace, 

Thank you for your prayers and condolences 

during Tom’s short illness and un%mely death. 

It gives us  much comfort to know you are 

thinking of us during this %me of sadness. 

   Ruth Lewis and Family 

——————————————————— 

We would like to thank everyone for all the 

prayers, cards and dona%ons given in memory 

of Coleen. Your loving concern has been much 

appreciated.     

               Larry Malcom and Family 

“PUT A LITTLE LOVE IN YOUR HEART!”   
is the theme for the WINGS upcoming benefit 

SPAGHETTI LUNCHEON.  Join us at Peace aMer the late 

service on Sunday, February 14 from Noon – 2pm.  

Please bring a salad and/or dessert to share.  The 

“Peace Band” will provide entertainment, but we’re 

also seeking other talented Peace people to “do their 

special thing” as part of the fun and fellowship.  Sign up 

in the Narthex to par�cipate.   

Two organiza�ons are benefiOng from this event: 

Lutherans for Life – a door offering at church and 

during the luncheon. 

Compassion Pregnancy of Angola –        

baby items collected in the narthex. 

Thank you for your generosity!

_______________________________________ 

SAVE THE DATE! 

2016 Women’s Retreat 

Saturday, April 23rd with Lynne Ford 

8:30 AM — 1 PM Funeral Dinners Update 

Beginning January 2016, Elaine Jones has 
offered to be the lead person for this 
ministry.  We will work together while she is 
transitioning into her new role.  Elaine has 
been helping on the funeral dinner team for 
several dinners and has a good idea of the 
job.  My sincere thanks to Elaine for 
undertaking this job.  I began my ministry 
on this team in 2010.  I will still be a 
member of the team, but will not be 
coordinating the dinner. 
  

I want to thank all those who have 
supported this ministry, whether preparing 
and serving food, doing table prep, cleaning 
up, or helping with getting the word out for 
donated food items.  

Judy Hostetler 

""""Thrivent Day ofThrivent Day ofThrivent Day ofThrivent Day of     ActionActionActionAction    ----        

Please join us on Sunday, 
February 21, (after the late 
service), for a hands-on 
mission project in the church 
gymnasium; eat lunch and 
help assemble kits for Hands of Mercy, 
and Operation Christmas Child.  Spread 
the love of Jesus all around the world 
from the comfort of our own gym.   
We will be done by 2pm.  Please sign up 
at the Information desk.”  





February 2016 
 
 Life is never boring at WCM!  Just when you think you can sit back, relax and enjoy the blessings, a 

new opportunity for serving children arises!  January always brings new enrollments and some children 

moving up to new classrooms. It is always amazing how quickly the new children join in and become a part 

of each classroom community.  

 As you know sharing the message of Jesus is the primary mission of Wee 

Creations. The Bible stories our children learned about this month included: Jesus in 

the Temple, the Baptism of Jesus, Jesus Calls the Disciples, and Jesus Blesses the 

Children. What a blessing to be able to share all the wonderful news of Jesus each 

month with young minds who soak it up like sponges! Chapels continue on Mondays at 

9:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary.  You are invited to join us anytime.   

 Our EDGE program (Earned Dollars Go to Education) continues to be such a 

blessing! You may have heard of similar programs at other churches, often going by the 

name of “Scrips.” Thank you to all who participated in 2015. We raised a little over $3000 using this 

program! Orders are place on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month. Please see the volunteers at the 

EDGE table on Sundays for more details!  

 

What Is Scrip? (We called it EDGE) 
Scrip is a term that means “substitute money”.  When you purchase scrip, you’re 

purchasing negotiable gift certificates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. 

You can use scrip to purchase everyday expenses like food, clothing, and other 

essentials, and with every purchase, you earn revenue for Wee Creations. 

 

Scrip is "shopping cart fundraising” 

By simply planning ahead on everyday purchases like groceries, gas, restaurants, clothes, entertainment, 

home repair, and even gifts for special occasions!   With each card purchased, WCM earns money that can 

quickly add up to thousands of dollars per year. 

 

Find Out More 

We have many cards available for immediate purchase! 100’s of other cards are available to order! Put your 

shopping dollars to work for Wee Creations!  

   

Another huge thank you goes out to all who have designated Thrivent Choice Dollars to Wee 

Creations! In 2015, we received almost $4000 in Thrivent Choice donations! Wow! What blessing! Thank 
you in advance for all your 2016 contributions!   

  

Finally, we want to thank you for your continued support through the offering envelopes! If you would like 

your donations to Wee Creations to go to something specific (such as our scholarship fund), please 

designate that on your offering envelope. In recent months we have also had many families experience job 

loss and difficult times, and our scholarship program has been a huge blessing to them, allowing their 

children to stay in our preschool. Our scholarship fund has really gotten a work out this year! Would you 

consider designating your Wee Creations donations to our Scholarship Fund?  

 

Thank you! Come visit us anytime! Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to the families 

of Wee Creations!    Servants of Christ —   Sara Miller & Staff 

“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 
Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran 



UPWARD @ PEACE  
NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS! 

 

This year is off to an amazing start! We have 148 children registered for 

basketball and cheerleading.  That is almost 50 more children than last year! 

Wow! What a blessing! We are so blessed to have a beautiful gym to host this 

awesome program.  Please come and visit us! We would love for the people of 

Peace to stop by and say hello to all of our basketball and cheerleading 

families.  

 

What is Upward?  

 Upward is a basketball & cheerleading program for children age 4 

through Grade 6.  

When?  

 Practice on Tuesdays 5-8 pm & Wednesdays 5-7 pm 

 Games on Saturdays 8 am  - 2 pm 

Dates?  

 January 5th—March 5th 

Where?  

 Peace Lutheran Church Gym 

How can I help? Volunteers are what makes this program a success!! 

Volunteers needed: 
• Greeters 

• Scorekeepers 

• Concessions 

• Set-Up & Clean-Up Crew 

• Many of these positions require an hour or less per week! 

• Can you help? 

 

Scott Miller, Upward League Commissioner 

Please contact me if you can help!  

upward@plcms.org 



SAVE YOUR  

POP TABS 
The Land of 
Lakes Lion’s 
Club is 
collecting pop 
tabs for the 
Ronald 
McDonald 
House in Ft. 
Wayne.  
 
This is an on-going project so 
whenever you collect a cup or bag 
full, bring them in to church and put 
them in the five gallon bucket 
marked with the Lion’s Club decal. It 
will be in the copy machine room 
under the desk. Thank you. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL  
MINISTRY     

 
   Winter is the perfect 
season to work on this warm 
project. 
 

    As  t h e 
shawls are 
finished, they 
may be left in 
the church 
kitchen or 
taken to the 
sewing rooms. 

 
Thank you for your help. 

28. Disunity — If two of you agree on earth about anything. It will be done 
for them by the Heavenly Father. (see Matthew 18:19) 

29. The Quick Fix — Rarely does true transformation happen overnight. 

30. Worry — God is in control and worrying will not help. 

31. Idolizing — Don’t assign anyone a standard they cannot live up to. 

32. Resistance to Change — Change is certain. It is not if we will change, 
but how we will change. 

33. Pride — Blessed are the humble. 

34. Small View of God — Don’t tell God how big your problem is, tell your 
problem how big your God is. 

35. Envy — I am blessed. My value is not found in my possessions, but in 
my relationship with my Heavenly Father. 

36. Ungratefulness — You have blessed in a way 
greater than you realize. 

37. Selfish Ambition — God has a mission for me 
that is bigger than me. 

38. Self-Sufficiency — Jesus is my strength. I can 
do all things through Him. (see Philippians 4:13) 

39. Sorrow — Weeping may tarry for the night, but 
joy comes in the morning. (Psalm 30:5b)  

40. My Life — Whoever loves his life loses it, and 
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it 

— continued from “The List — 40  Things to give up for Lent” 


