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Most of us remember Handel’s “Messiah” for the glorious Hallelujah Chorus. There are, 
however, many other choral numbers and arias in this masterpiece that are equally striking. 
Their attraction is a combination of their extraordinarily beautiful musical sound and verbal 
content. But the reality is, it is the words which give his composition its greatest glory. You see, 
the entire work of Handel’s Messiah is a collection of Scripture quotations. 

One of the Scripture passages which Handel puts to music in the “Messiah” are these words 
of Isaiah 9:6 — “For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” 

Handel’s musical portrayal of man’s sinful condition is followed by beautiful promises of God 
to send a Savior throughout the first part of this majestic composition. Then suddenly — these 
words of Isaiah explode into our ears — bringing great joy and excitement. The Holy Spirit has 
revealed to Isaiah some of the greatest news the world has ever heard. God is going to send His 
Son into the world as the Savior! And, His Son will become a man in order to carry out His plan 
to save man from his sins and death. The whole work of salvation will be on His shoulders. 

Of all the mysteries contained in the Bible, what follows is one of the most profound. 
Excitement builds as the music builds to a crescendo as Handel gives more details about God’s 
Messiah. This Son, born into the world as a child, none other than God Himself. His name (or 
identity) is Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
The unity of the Holy Trinity is brought forward here as the Son of God is born as the Messiah. 

Wonderful is who He is and what He is as the only true God. The Holy Spirit, the third 
person of the Trinity is revealed in the New Testament as the Counselor. The Everlasting Father 
can have no other meaning than He Who is the first person of the Trinity. The Prince of Peace is 
a designation given to Jesus Who would establish peace between God and man, the mediator, 
the man, Jesus Christ. 

As you listen to Handel’s “Messiah” this Christmas season (and I highly recommend it), and 
the music carries you along in exquisite intensity, listen to the words as they unfold the 
mysteries of God’s plan of salvation for you through His Son Jesus Christ. Your joy will truly be 
full as your heart thrills to the message of your forgiveness and the hope of everlasting life you 
have through God’s Son Jesus, the Messiah.  

May the blessing of Jesus’ coming FOR YOU always ring in your hearts! 

 
 
 

     In lieu of sending Christmas greetings to all our friends at  
      Peace, we have made a special contribution to  

     St Jude’s Children’s Hospital in your honor.   



  We invite you to join us for …     
   

Wednesday, December 2 – Advent by Candlelight 
7:00 PM Program, Desserts to follow. 

You are invited for this special program presented  
by The Buehrer Family.   

It is a special evening to help prepare our hearts for Christmas.  
  Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share. 

Please call the church office, 495-4306, with any questions.   
 

“A shepherd looked to the sky, received a promise, and believed.  His name was . . .”  During Lent we 
usually think about those shepherds out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  And then 
an angel appeared in the sky with a special message of the Savior’s birth and a promise that seemed too 
good to be true.  And then the sky lit up with angels signing the praises of our newborn King.  All that 
happened just over two thousand years when our God entered our world “in the flesh.”  But there were 
some shepherds in the Old Testament who also looked to the sky – and received a promise.  During this 
Advent season, we will be looking at two of them – Abraham and Moses.  Join us on Wednesday 
evenings as we take a trip to hear the promises they received – messages of great JOY. 
 
Wednesday, December 9 — “While Shepherds Watched — Abraham and Sarah” — 7 PM 
  
Sunday, December 13 – Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30 AM   
 
Wednesday, December 16 — “While Shepherds Watched — Moses and Joshua” — 7 PM 
 
Sunday, December 20 – Choral Sunday – 8 AM & 10:30 AM 
 The Adult and Handbell Choirs will present special music at each worship service. 
 
Thursday, December 24 – Sermon Theme: “A Most Unusual Birth Announcement” 

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Worship – 7 PM 
Christmas Eve Holy Communion/Candlelight Worship – 10 PM 

 
Thursday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship – 6 PM 

Sermon Theme: “Conquering the New Year” 

Saturday/Sunday, January 2-3 — Epiphany Celebration 
Sermon Theme: “A Most Unusual King”  

December 

5 & 6, 2015 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Our 26th Year! 



Dear Members of Peace, 
 
“Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”   
           Joshua 1:9 
 
Joshua had an interesting and difficult job. After Moses died, he was asked by God to do something 
amazing: even though he was comparably young to Moses, Joshua was selected to lead the children of 
Israel across the Jordan River into the Promised Land.  For those people, it meant finally doing what they 
had always been told about, but it came in a way they had never dreamed of.   
 
Peace is in a similar situation!   
 
As a congregation, we have a history – many, many years of God’s grace and favor! We have talked and 
prayed, discussed and dreamed, hoped and planned.  Because of God’s help, many of those ideas are 
already a reality! 
 
And as a congregation we have so much “kingdom work” still ahead of us! I wonder:  

Where will we be in our ministry to this area a year from now?  
What will we be doing?  
How will we have reached out with the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
Who will be in our midst?  
When will we have brought glory to God through our worship and deeds?  

 
Questions like these help us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, because the God-pleasing answers to those 
questions are accomplished in the grace of God. We know that it is always our Heavenly Father that 
has a PLAN for us (see Jeremiah 29:11)! And He has promised to be with us wherever we go.  
 
You will continue to hear about our Strategic Planning process in the weeks and months to come. This 
is an exciting and energizing way to seek God’s direction for us. As we do this, please know that God 
goes ahead of us. He is present yesterday, today and forever!  So let’s give God thanks and praise for all 
that He has done to bring us here and all that He will do in the days ahead. 
 
As our Strategic Planning group meets to talk, discuss, encourage, and dream – in all of our activities 
– our first task is to pray. Our second task is to plan. Praying first centers our hearts and minds in Jesus 
Christ and orients our plans to His will (see Jeremiah 29:12-13). In our prayers we ask for forgiveness of 
the sins of the past, we thank God for what went well, and we ask for a vision of 
direction for the plans of the future. Praying is always done in great humility and 
trust; it reminds us of our total dependence on God’s merciful hand.  
 
We ask you to please keep our Strategic Planning process and our group in 
your prayers! Please pray that our group is faithful to God’s direction. Please pray 
that we find the fruitful path that God through the Holy Spirit has planned for us 
in advance (see Ephesians 2:8-10)! 
 
To help confirm that God is faithful and true, this month I am including a list of Bible passages about 
trust, faithfulness, and Godly priorities. Let’s meditate on them and pray through these verses. Pass them 
along to friends and family. Use them in your meetings, Bible studies, and other activities – around your 
kitchen table and everywhere! 
 
And may God bless your lives, and our life together here at Peace! 
 
Pastor Teeple 

 — continued on the next page  



Basketball Basketball Basketball Basketball     

and and and and     

Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading      
    

Orientations:   

December 5th &  January 5th! 

— continued from previous page 
 
 
“But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose 
confidence is in him.  He will be like a tree planted by the 
water that sends out its roots by the stream.  It does not 
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.  It 
has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to 
bear fruit.”     Jeremiah 17:7-8 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make your paths straight.”    
    Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
“Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, 
Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you.”   
    Psalm 9:10 
 
“Let him not deceive himself by trusting what is 
worthless, for he will get nothing in return.”  Job 15:31 
 
“When I am afraid, I will trust in you.  In God, whose 
word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid.  What 
can mortal man do to me?”  Psalm 56:3-4 
 
“But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you did 
not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight 
of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into 
the land I give them.’”    Numbers 20:12 
 
“As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is 
flawless.  He is a shield for all who take refuge in him.”   
    Psalm 18:30 
 
 

 
 
“A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in 
the Lord will prosper.”    Proverbs 28:25 
 
“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and 
enjoy safe pasture.”    Psalm 37:3 
 
“Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed 
is he who trusts in the Lord.”   Proverbs 16:20 
 
“The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble.  He cares 
for those who trust in him.”   Nahum 1:7 
 
“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will 
do this; He will make your righteousness shine like the 
dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.”   
    Psalm 37:5-6 
 
“Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the 
Rock eternal.”     Isaiah 26:4 
 
“In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be 
put to shame.”     Psalm 71:1 
 
“In that day they will say, ‘Surely this is our God; we 
trusted in him, and he saved us.  This is the Lord, we 
trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his 
salvation.”     Isaiah 25:9 
 
“Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you 
may become sons of light.”   John 12:36 
 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.”   Romans 15:13 

 
 
 

 

 

Dress rehearsal — Saturday 2-4 PM 
Program — Sunday at 10:30 Worship Service 



The Lutheran Witness 
It is again time for our congregation to have the 
opportunity to subscribe to the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
Read about exciting ways the gospel is brought to people 
everywhere, learn how Christians support those in need, 
share in the victories of fellow Christians, and be more 
informed about our church’s activities. For $8.50/year, you 
can keep in touch with the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregations in our district, in the United States 
and worldwide. 
 
Return this form along with the subscription cost of $8.50 
by January 3, 2015. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 

 
NAME ________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 
                ______________________________ 
 
 __  Renewal __ New Subscription 

GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM      NURSERY 
12/6    Caleb Brewbaker/Mickaela Hendrickson available for all 
12/13    Bryan Baas    Jonathan Armstrong/Victoria Miller worship services, 
12/20   Hannah Hagerty   Dyer Ball/Audra James     (unstaffed) 
12/27 Brandon Baas     Natalie Brewbaker/Maddie Toigo 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Aldrich, Barb Bruick, Lynn Reed, Judy Scharpenburg 

Did you realize . . . 
With electronic banking 
it is possible to pay 
anyone who has an 
address?  ... including 
Peace Lutheran Church! 
For your convenience, 
you may make 
contributions using the 
online banking feature 
through your bank.  
A check will be 
automatically sent to 
the church. Thank you. 



For the holidays! 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 pastorb@plcms.org 
 pastort@plcms.org 
 kellerforever@yahoo.com 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 

Festival of Lights Musical 

“Yes Virginia!”         
A group from Peace will be attending  

Lakewood Park, Auburn, IN 

Sunday, December 13, 2015 
4:00 PM — Cost $5.00      

 
Only 30 Tickets are available 

Be sure to sign up at the Information desk.  
Contact Rich or Barb Bruick with any questions. 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS (officially received November, 2015) 

T.R. AND JENNIFER HAGERTY – T.R. was born and raised in Fremont, IN and is a firefighter, EMT, and 
the Public Information Officer for the Angola Fire Department.  Jennifer was born and raised in Angola, IN, 
is a Respiratory Therapist, and works as the Patient Relations Director at Cameron Hospital.  Their 
marriage has been blessed with two daughters – Hannah and Layla (Grades 7 and 2).  The Hagertys live 
in Angola and join us by Adult Confirmation and Calvary Lutheran Church.      

CHRIS AND JENNIFER JAMES – Chris was born and raised in Fort Wayne and is the Vice-President of 
James Electric.  Jennifer was born and raised in Angola and is a registered nurse working at Dupont 
Hospital.  Their marriage has been blessed with two daughters, Audra and Lucy (Grades 8 and 2).  The 
James family lives on Lake James and join us from Our Hope Lutheran Church in Huntertown, IN. 

BOB AND JENNIFER SHIREY – Bob was born and raised in Fort Wayne and is self-employed as a 
general contractor.  Jennifer was born and raised in Fort Wayne and is a retired French teacher.  They are 
the parents of six grown children, Laurie, Kristy, Emily, Thomas, Joseph, and Michael and sixteen 
grandchildren.  The Shireys join us from Holy Cross Lutheran in Fort Wayne and live on Lake George.   

DAVID AND JENNI SORG – David was born in Fort Wayne, IN and is a self-employed contractor working 
with Marketing, Sales, and Strategic Planning.  Jenni was born and raised in the Bay City, MI area 
recently retired as the Director of Engineering for GTE.  They are the parents of four children – Lisa, Sara, 
Lora, and Robert – and four grandchildren.  The Sorgs live on Lake George and join us from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, West Lafayette, IN. 

PASTOR JEFFREY AND GINA TEEPLE – Pastor Jeff was born and raised in Fort Wayne, IN and serves 
as one of our pastors at Peace.  Gina was raised in Grand Haven, MI and besides being a domestic 
engineer, is studying to be a deaconess.  Their marriage has been blessed with two children, Lauren and 
Elliot (Grades 5 and 1).  The Teeples are house hunting and join us from Faith Lutheran Church, 
Marinette, WI.   

BRUCE AND LINDA YERKS – Bruce was born and raised in the Harlan, IN and is the owner/manager of 
Yerks Seed, Inc.  Linda was born and raised in the Fort Wayne/Woodburn area and was the secretary of 
Yerks Seed, Inc.  Their marriage has been blessed with two children – Darren and Tracy – and four 
grandchildren.  The Yerks live on Lake George and join us from Christ Lutheran Church, Woodburn, IN. 



“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ” 

Preschool & Daycare at Peace Lutheran Church 

DECEMBER  2015 
 
 November was another busy month at Wee Creations!  All the preparation by staff, WCM Board 

members, and parents really paid off as we saw so much excitement here for our events! 

 We kicked off the month with another great Family Fall Festival. We had over 160 people in 

attendance! The children from the Blue, Yellow, and Green rooms performed some of their favorite 

songs and finger plays to the delight of all the parents and grandparents. The festival included such 

carnival events as face-painting, pounding pumpkins, and plinko. For the second year, funding for the 

event was provided by the Evangelism Committee of Peace through Lutheran Foundation grant monies.  

Thank you to all of the WCM families, board members & families, staff & families, and people of Peace 

who donated their time, food, and talents to the Fall Fest! We couldn’t do it without your support! What a 

blessing to have such an amazing facility in which to host this fantastic fellowship event!  

 Our classroom Thanksgiving celebrations were very fun as well!  We served turkey and mashed 

potatoes along with some yummy treats prepared by the children.  Serving a meal family style and 

enjoying it as a classroom community is such a treat and contributes to the loving atmosphere we try to 

embody on a daily basis.  

 As a ministry of Peace Lutheran Church, Bible stories are the cornerstone of our program. Each 

day our teachers share the love of Jesus with children through their words and actions.  During our daily 

routine, we pray with and for the children, share Bible stories and verses, and sing songs of praise to our 

Lord.  The children in all of our classrooms focus on one Bible story each week. During Chapel, Pastor B 

and Pastor Jeff develop a relationship with the children through songs and stories. What a blessing to be 

able to share all the wonderful news of Jesus each day with young minds who soak it up like sponges! 

We are excited to share the exciting news of Jesus’ birth in December!  

 We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the people of Peace.   

The first-class facility (classrooms, playground, gym, sanctuary, everything!) that 

Peace offers to the families of Wee Creations in one of the best in our area! Our 

rooms are so big, well lit, CLEAN, and well-equipped.  It is truly a blessing to serve in 

a ministry knowing that our building is safe, secure and that our children are being 

cared for by an extremely qualified and loving staff! Thank you for giving WCM a 

beautiful facility! Thank you for maintaining our beautiful facility.  Thank you for 

enthusiastically supporting our fundraisers! Thank you for your continued support!  

 

The Staff and Board of Wee Creations would like to wish you and 

your family a blessed Holiday Season! 

 

Come and visit us anytime!!  Keep us in your prayers as we reach 

out to the families of Wee Creations, and thank you again for your 

continued support! 

Servants of Christ—    

Sara Miller & Staff 



         
WINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas Party        
Thursday, December 10 6:30 PM 
at Club Paradise Restaurant, Lake James 

3861 N Bayview Rd., Angola, IN 
 

    LADIES — You are all invited to attend the annual WINGS (Women in God’s Service)                                

                                                Christmas Social/Dinner on Thursday, December 10th.  

Sign up at the Information desk by Sunday, December 6th.  
Cost — $12.99 plus gratuity 

Please bring an appetizer to share. Dessert will be provided. 
Mission: Please bring a non-perishable item for Project Help. 

Please call Judy Scharpenberg, 260-833-3651,  
      with any questions.  

ALTAR GUILD 

2016 FLOWER CALENDAR 
 
The 2016 Flower Calendar is  available on the 
Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign 
up for the week (or weeks) you desire. Bouquets 
are $30 for two. Unless we hear differently from 
you, the flowers are automatically ordered from: 

 
 Out of the Woods Florists 

1601 N Wayne Street, Suite 105, 
Angola IN 

(Located in Angola Square  
by Rural King) 

260-665-6808—1-800-922-4149 
 

Payments may be put in Carol Gepfert’s mailbox. 

WINGS OutreachWINGS OutreachWINGS OutreachWINGS Outreach    
Supplies are being collected for the Seminary in 
Fort Wayne during December: 
 
Side Dishes: 
 Stuffing Boxed Potatoes 
 Rice  Noodles Dried Beans 
 
Concordia Seminary has the ability 
to purchase products for much 
less, so cash donations go much 
further. Gift cards from Walmart 
and Meijer are also very helpful.  

These cards may be purchased from our preschool  
thus helping BOTH the preschool AND the seminary. 
They appreciate gift cards during the holidays. All 
gift cards and cash donations should be put into 
envelopes and then into Judy Scharpenberg’s 
church mailbox. Thank you. 

———————————————————————— 

Camp Lutherhaven in Albion, IN is hosting its 
annual Women’s Retreat, January 22-24, 2016. All 
women are invited to this peaceful, inspirational 
getaway to enjoy spiritual renewal, worship and 
Christian fellowship. The theme is this year is “Life 
Resurrected” based on Philppians3:10. 
 
Come for a day or the whole weekend.  
Brochures with the registration form are at 
www.lutherhaven.org. 

Family Promise Update — 
 
For one year now, Peace has been helping with 
the driving for Family Promise in Branch County. 
Thank you to all those who recently dropped off 
donations. The round trip between host church, 
Bethel Gilead Community and the Day Center in 
Coldwater is approximately one hour. In 2016, 
the weeks we are scheduled to help are: 
 
      Jan. 31-Feb. 7 Apr. 11-17 June 19-26;
  Aug. 28-Sept. 4 Nov. 6-13 
 
To volunteer or to have any questions answered, 
please put a note in the Fisher’s mailbox or call 
Susan at 517-238-5302. 



Church Text Message  & Email App 

To sign up for church text messages:  
Send a text to the number 81010.  
In the message type “@peacefre”.  

You will receive a text asking for your name.  
Respond with your first and last name.  

You will receive text messages from Pastor Teeple regarding 
church closings. 
 
To sign up for church emails: 

In your Internet browser, type www.remind.com/join/
peacefre 

Click on “Email” and type in your email address. 
Click “Enter”. 

You will receive a verification email in your inbox.  
Click on the link to verify your email. 

You will receive emails from Pastor Teeple regarding church 
closings or other important information. 


