
“HE IS RISEN INDEED!!!” 
 
“He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the place where He lay.” 

        Matthew 28:6 

Glad tidings of great joy! That’s what God’s angel called the Christmas message. “I bring you 
good news of great joy!” These same words are repeated in the Easter message given by the 
angel at the empty tomb of Jesus. He is risen — just as He said.” That’s what I call glad 
tidings of joy. It fills our lips with joyous Easter songs like “Hallelujah! Jesus lives!” and “He’s 
Risen, He’s Risen, Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

The words: “He is risen!” assure us that God has fully accepted us back as His dear children. 
Because of Jesus, God has declared us a just and righteous people (a holy nation—I Peter 1:9) 
“He was raised for our justification,” says God. So now we are just and righteous people in 
God’s sight. 

He is risen! Also tells us that all the promises of Jesus are true. Weeks before His death Jesus 
had said that on the third day He would rise again. And, on the third day, Jesus did just that 
— and fulfilled His promise. In fact, the Good News is that He fulfills all promises. 

He is risen! assures us that those who belong to Jesus will live forever. Just as Jesus told 
Martha, “Because I live, you will live also,” now He lives, and He guarantees life for us. 

He is risen! tells us that we, too, shall arise from our graves. Christ was the first fruits of 
them that sleep in the grave. Notice how it doesn’t say “die”, it says “sleeps.” Christ was the 
first fruits — and we shall be the later fruits. Like Him, we will wake up from death’s prison. 

So let’s celebrate — not only on Sunday — but on each and every day of the week. 
And on Sundays we continue to gather and celebrate the good news of Easter — 
He is risen. Risen Indeed. Alleluia! 

Another BIG celebration takes place at the end of this month on Sunday, April 24th as 
seven of our Youth will confirm their Christian faith through the Rite of Confirmation. We 
extend our congratulations to the following and their families — Brandon 
Baas, Bryan Baas, Dyer Ball, Caleb Brewbaker, Mickaela Hendrickson, 
Audrey James and Victoria Miller. During the month of March, they 
professed their faith through their witness speeches sharing the lifelong 
verse that they have chosen. May God bless each of them in their faith walk 
— in their commitment — and in their witnessing. 
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GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up at the Information Desk in the Narthex.  

Contact our Deacons with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part of  
 the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact one of our Deacons. If you do find a replacement, please notify  
 the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:         8 AM            10:30 AM       NURSERY 
4/3  Brandon Baas      Dyer Ball    Open but       
4/10         Natalie Brewbaker   Maddie Toigo       unstaffed 
4/17      Bryan Baas             Audra James          
4/24          Caleb Brewbaker        Jonathan Armstrong 
 
ALTAR GUILD:  Ann Clark, JoAnn Rowe 

We had an amazing Upward Basketball and Cheerleading season here at Peace Lutheran Church! 

Every week we carried out the Upward Mission: Promoting the Discovery of Jesus Through Sports. We 

were able to share the love of Jesus with 148 children and their families. We helped guide the 

children mentally, athletically, spiritually, and socially. During each practice session and game we 

focused on three virtues.  

• First we focused on TRUST and the Bible verse “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.                   

Do not depend on your own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5 

• Second we focused on the virtue of RESPECT and the Bible verse “Show proper respect to 

everyone.” 1 Peter 2:17  

• The third virtue was GRATITUDE and the Bible verse “Give thanks no matter what happens.       

God wants you to thank Him because you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18  

• We concluded the season with “God’s Big Story”- For God so loved the world that He gave His 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” -John 3:16 

It was such a blessing to be a part of this amazing ministry! We couldn’t have done it without all the help 

from our wonderful volunteers. We were so proud to recognize 

over 70 volunteers who gave their time and energy to our 

children this year! Thank you for all of your prayers and support! 

We are so blessed to have a beautiful gym to host this awesome 

program. We are looking forward to next season! 

          Scott Miller, Upward Commissioner 

WEBSITE—www.plcms.org.  

EMAIL ADDRESSES — at church:  
 pastorb@plcms.org  
 pastort@plcms.org 
 kellerforever@yahoo.com 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 

at Peace Lutheran Church 



 

       March 14, 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Peace, 
 
 It has been twenty-two years since Peace Lutheran Church called me to serve as its 
pastor, and I am writing to tell you that the time and season of my retirement from full time 
ministry is approaching.  As it says in the book of Ecclesiastes, “For everything there is a 
season and a time for every purpose under heaven.”  I plan to retire from being your pastor 
in August, 2016.  By that time, I will have been in full time ministry as either a teacher, music 
director, principal, or pastor for 40 years, having served over 22 of those years here at Peace. 
 
 During my years at Peace, I have appreciated your faithfulness, commitment, 
generosity, open-mindedness, ease of laughter, and warm-hearted support that have brought 
me the deepest rewards of ministry.  We have faced many challenges and experienced many 
mountaintops together – and the ministry we have shared has been a rich source of joy and 
fulfillment in my life.  It has been a great opportunity to work with you through various 
building projects and to see the mission and ministries of our church expanded.  Sharing in 
the trials and triumphs of your lives as we traveled the journey of faith together has been a 
great blessing.  Thank you for the trust that you have placed in me as your pastor over these 
years. 
 
  I will continue to keep the work and ministry of Peace in my prayers – asking God to 
continue to bless all that you do to extend His kingdom as you seek to fulfill His mission in 
and through this vibrant faith community.   
 
       With heartfelt thanks and joy in the Lord, 
 
 
 
       Pastor Wayne Berkesch 
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2016 Confirmands2016 Confirmands2016 Confirmands2016 Confirmands    

 
Brandon Joseph Baas “Commit your way to the Lord.” 
     “The Lord’s Supper”       Psalm 37:5 
 
Bryan James Baas  “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.”  
     “God”        Psalm 23:1 
 
Dyer James Ball  “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” 
     “Angels”          Acts 16:31 
 
Caleb Patrick Brewbaker “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and      
     “Creation”   only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish  
    but have eternal life.”     John 3:16 
 
Mickaela Dawn Hendrickson  “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will  
     “Heaven and Hell”   give you the crown of life.”      Revelation 2:10 
 
Audra Janelle James Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
     “Baptism”    Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light  
    of life.”      John 8:12 
 
Victoria Catherine Miller “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and  
     “Faith”  courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged,  
  for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
        Joshua 1:9 

       215 Deborah Drive 
       Fremont, IN  46737 
       March 14, 2016 
 
Peace Lutheran Church 
355 E State Road 120 
Fremont, IN  46737 
 
Dear Members of Peace, 
 I am writing this letter to inform you that I will be retiring as the Director of Choirs of Peace this 
coming summer. It has been an honor and privilege to teach, direct choirs, and lead musicals as well as 
school music programs in various congregations for over 39 years. I have truly enjoyed serving here at 
Peace with such a willing and dedicated group of members for the last 21 years. I have enjoyed 
directing both the Adult Choir and the Handbell Choirs and other musicals that I have been given the 
opportunity to lead.  Many times I have told the choirs, “Wednesday is the best day of the week.”   
 Even though I am looking forward to my retirement, I will miss leading this special ministry.  
With God’s guidance, we have accomplished much while I have strived to build a strong foundation for 
the future.  I pray that God will continue to bless the work and ministry of the choirs of Peace – that His 
praises will be sung and His glory will continue to ring through the hearts of all.    
 
       In His service, 

 
 
MaryAnn Berkesch 



 
Weldon Baas 
MaryAnn Berkesch 
Donna Biddle 
Pat Brewbaker 
Kay Bright 
Donna Burkholder 
Miriam Cook 
Sue Drewes 
Tom & Susan Fisher 
Carol Gepfert 
Anne Griffith 
Marion Hatcher 
Sandy Heilman 
Carol Hepp 
Inge Hermann 
Judy Hostetler 
 

Phyllis Kleinknight 
Gladys Kruse 
Donna Lagemann 
Don & Ellen Luepke 
Ken Miller 
Anna Roembke 
Lynn Wachtmann 
Mick & Cindy Wiebke 
Alice Zielke 
Nancy Zimmerman 
 
This is a partial list of all those 
who have shared generously.  
Our thanks to all the soup, 
bread and dessert makers  
during this Lenten season.  

WINGS OUTREACH —  
Items are being collected for Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne during the month of April: 
canned fruit and canned vegetables. 

————————————————————————— 
LWML Spring Rally — will be at Zion Lutheran in Garrett, Indiana, on Saturday, April 30th. 

All Women of Peace Lutheran Church  
are invited to our 8th annual Women’s Retreat 

“Count it all PEACE”  

Saturday, April 23, 2016 

9:00 AM– 1:00 PM 
(Registration begins at 8:30 AM) 

Cost of $10 includes a delicious brunch. 
Lynne Ford from WBCL Radio is the 
guest speaker, who will inform, inspire, 
and challenge us to not only speak 
love, but also act out our love 
realistically in our daily lives.  

“At the Crossroads …Count it all Peace” 
 

This is a day you won’t want to miss!  
Food, fellowship, fun, music, door prizes, 
inspiration, love — SURELY the presence 

of the Lord is in this place! 

Contact Judy Scharpenberg, 260-833-3651; or email kjscharp@mchsi.com 
for reservations and tickets.  

Tickets are also available after Worship services. 



There are a lot of opportunities this month to be involved in having fun 
and growing in your faith.   

See where you can be involved! 

 

Camp comes to Peace!Camp comes to Peace!Camp comes to Peace!Camp comes to Peace!    
All youth Sunday School classes will meet in the 

Loft at 9:15 on Sunday, April 10th.  A leader from 

Camp Lutherhaven will be here to share information 

about the camp and will lead them in camp songs.    

Cupcakes and Canvas 
You are invited to the Family Life Center on April 16th for Cupcakes 
and Canvas from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Someone from The Window Nook Art 
Studio in Auburn will be coming to lead us in a 
painting of three crosses on a hill.  Sign-ups can be 
found on the Sunday School Facebook page or at the 
Information Desk.   The cost is $15 per person. 

Confirmation RetreatConfirmation RetreatConfirmation RetreatConfirmation Retreat    
2nd year confirmands- It’s 

time to pack your bags and 
head out into the great 

outdoors (sort of…) 
We will meet at church at 5:30 

P.M. on Friday, April 8th and 

carpool to Camp Lutherhaven.  

Come with your bellies full.  

Dinner will not be served.  

Snacks will be provided late at 

night. We will spend Friday and 

Saturday nights there.  The 

weekend will consist of digging 

deeper into our personal faith 

walk, playing games, meeting 

other 8th graders from fellow 

churches, and staying up WAY 

past Amber’s bedtime!  S’mores 

too, of course!  On Sunday we 

will have worship, lunch, and 

return home.  



“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ since 1992” 

Dear Friend of Wee Creations:  

 

Thank you so much for your financial support of Wee Creations during 2015! The people 

of Peace Lutheran Church are truly a blessing to our program! Your donations allow us to 

keep our tuition prices lower which directly benefits our families!   

 

Thank you for your donation in one or more of the following ways: 

EDGE program    Garage Sale 

Thrivent Choice   Your Peace Offering Envelope 

Memorial Donations    Other donations given directly to Wee Creations 

 

The tuition our families pay covers the salaries of all of our staff.  Without your support 

we wouldn’t have been able to provide the following: 
 

New washer and dryer, professional development teacher training materials, 
Conference attendance for directors and several teachers, One in Christ Curriculum 
for our classrooms, supplies and snacks for our classrooms, Happy Times 
subscription for our each of preschool children, Graduation Bibles, Family 
Programming, new blinds for the classrooms, and many other wonderful items that 
help make Wee Creations one of the best Preschool & Daycare programs in our area! 

 

What a privilege to know that the people of Peace are helping us spread the word of God 

to the children of our community!  What a privilege to receive so much support from 

many groups and individuals in our church family!  We are blessed! God bless you as you 

continue to be people in God’s Service!          Sincerely in Christ,  

         Sara Miller, Director  

Preschool & Daycare Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church 

Income   Expenses  

EDGE program $2,982  Curriculum $1,682 

Garage Sale $3,226  Equipment $3,083 

Thrivent Choice $4,100  Family Programing $674 

Peace Lutheran Church $3,600  Mileage $546 

Peace Offering Envelopes $9,273  Pre-Employment Screening $3,608 

Memorial Dona-ons $6,830  Professional Development $2,778 

Other dona-ons given directly to WCM $1,300  Snacks $7,543 

Tuition & Fees $306,493  Supplies (Classrooms, Diapering, Office) $5,973 

Total Income $337,804  Other Expenses $3,027 

   Payroll $308,890 

   Total Expenses $337,804 



    
    

Don Luepke    
 
“And so we begin the fourth year of “Garden of Peace: The Growing Place.” 
Again, the first portion of the name identifies who and what we are and the 
second why we exist, as we grow both physically and spiritually. It is time to get 
ones' hands dirty in experiencing the wonder of the Lord's creative process. This is a unique ministry 
of Peace Lutheran to help church and community members to experience the joy of gardening and 

to share the fruits of the harvest with others. There are no better optimists 
than gardeners. Each year we live in anticipation of the warming of the soil, 
the sprouting of seeds, and those green leaves pushing their way through the 
soil. They seek light just as we seek the Light of the World. 
 
And so it is time once again to sign up for a plot. Note: if you request a plot, it is 
necessary that you make the commitment to maintain the assigned garden 
area throughout the entire growing season. Priority in assignments will be given 
to gardeners who have had plots in prior years as they have worked to develop a 
particular area. 
 

Each plot is approximately 10’ by 18’. If you wish to reserve an area, you need to sign up in one of two ways: 

 1) Use the sign-up sheet that is available at the Information Desk at the front of the church. 

 2) Contact Garden Mentor, Don Luepke via email at donluepke@juno.com and give your name, e-mail 
address, and telephone number and if you were a gardener last year indicate if you wish the same 
plot. We ask that this be done by Sunday, April 10, so that we can develop our organizational plan. 

All Peace gardeners will be responsible for maintaining their plot throughout the 2016 growing 
season.  We also want to be able to reach out to members of the lakes community and perhaps 
mentor them in establishing a garden and producing food and flowers for their homes.  It’s a matter 
of mission and ministry. After all we are Peace Lutheran Church:  

“Friendly People – Growing in Christ,  
Called to Praise and Proclaim, Learn and Love, Care and Celebrate!” 

Let’s get growing!Let’s get growing!Let’s get growing!Let’s get growing!    

Family Promise Report 
Training for any current and future volunteers with Family Promise will be held on Tuesday, April 
5. The session on volunteer/guest relationships will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will last about 1.5 
hours. It will be held at the United Methodist Church, 26 Marshall Street, in downtown 
Coldwater.  Interested? Please call Susan Fisher, 517-238-5302 (VM available) to reserve your place.  

Lynn Wachtmann of Peace has joined the Family Promise Board. He can be reached at 419-233-
3262 or lrwculligan@gmail.com Thank you, Lynn, for your new service to the organizational 
structure of Family Promise.      

The next time Peace people will drive is April 10 –17th. Drivers leave Bethel-Gilead Church in 
southern Branch County at 7 a.m. and the Day Center in Coldwater at 5 p.m. Your round trip 
transporting guests takes about one hour. Come be a blessing – and blessed! Sign up with Susan. 



Sale Dates:Sale Dates:Sale Dates:Sale Dates:    

April 28April 28April 28April 28----30303030    

THURS & FRI  

8am-6pm  

SAT 8-10am  

Volunteers are needed  

to help set-up, work during the 

sale, and to clean up! 

Sat 10-12 (clean-up)  

Thank you for your support! 

355 E. State Road 120 

Fremont 

Peace Lutheran 

Church Gym 

Do you have extra stuff?  

Item Donations  

Sun 4/24-Wed 4/27 

 

☺ Donations: Gently-used baby through 

adult clothes, toys (both children’s and 

big kid’s) furniture, working appliances 

(large or small), kitchen gadgets, tools, 

mowers, any boating items, sports 

equipment, etc. We take it all—large or 

small! Your donations are tax-

deductible!!  Be sure to pick up your tax

-deduction form! 

☺ We will be unable to accept TVs or 

computer monitors or non-working 

electronics. Please make sure all 

electronics are working.   


