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“Semper Fidelis, Semper Paratus” 
 

Two familiar mottoes of the United States Armed Forces are great for each and every 
Christian heart – Semper Fidelis, Semper Paratus – always faithful, always prepared.  Every true 
Christian sees each Advent and Christmas celebration not as an end, but as a means to help 
himself or herself for the Lord’s final return – BECAUSE they have heard the voice of the Lord say, 
“Blessed are these servants whom the Lord, when He comes, shall find watching.”   

There’s the story about an owner of a large estate who left his property in the hands of a 
caretaker and went to a foreign land to study and travel.  Even though he had 
been gone for many years, the caretaker was faithful in the care of the estate 
and kept it in constant readiness for his master’s homecoming.  He took special 
delight in showing the place to visitors.   

One day a stranger asked him, “How long has the master been away?”  
“Seventeen years,” came the reply.  “But you have kept everything so 
beautiful,” the visitor exclaimed, “as though you expected him home 

tomorrow.”  The caretaker looked at the visitor with a stern eye, “Tomorrow, did you say?  Not 
tomorrow, sir, but today!  Today my master may return!” 

Those who celebrate the Christmas season on “Main Street” don’t know the Lord and really 
won’t wait and watch for His coming.  But those who celebrate their Christmas in Bethlehem and 
see Mary kissing the face of her Child with thankful love and God 
there kissing our tear-stained faces with the kiss of grace and 
forgiveness and peace – those are the ones – the special people of 
God – who will be found faithful and prepared whenever Christ, their 
Lord and Savior, comes again.  It won’t be in humility this time – but 
in magnificent glory to take His children home.  God has made us 
heirs of the wonderful gift of salvation.  He has entrusted to us a “vast 
estate,” – secured by the cross of His only begotten Son and given by 
the grace of His Spirit.  He paid an enormous price to make us His and gave us such a fantastic 
future.  Let’s stay faithful!  Let’s stay prepared for His final coming.  As the hymn writer prays, 

 “Oh, keep us watchful, then, and humble.  And suffer us no more to stray; 
 Uphold us when our feet would stumble, Nor let us loiter by the way, 
 Fill all our nature with Thy light, O Radiance strong and bright.” 

 Please check the newsletter for our special services as we prepare our hearts for this 
incredible gift.  Come and celebrate this incredible love.  Joy in Jesus, 

 

In lieu of sending Christmas greetings to all the special people of Peace, a special contribution 
has been made in your honor to Focus on the Family.   

Christmas JOY and Christmas PEACE! 



  We invite you to join us for …     
   

 Wednesday, December 3 – Advent by Candlelight 
 7:00 PM Program, Desserts to follow. 

You are invited for this special program presented by The Balos Family.   
 It is a special evening to help prepare our hearts for Christmas.  
  Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share. 
 Please call the church office, 495-4306, with any questions.   
 

Imagine you are taking a guided tour of the Holy Land — 2,000 years ago.  
Your group had intended to reach Jerusalem this evening, but 
something happened on the way, and you find yourselves 
stuck for the night in Bethlehem. Desperately, your tour guide 
looks for something — anything — to show you in this historic 
old sheep-town. Join us on  
Wednesday evenings as we  
take a trip to  
Bethlehem together. 
 
Wednesday, December 10 – Advent Worship — “One Night in Bethlehem — At the Inn” 
  
Sunday, December 14 – Sunday School Christmas Program – 10:30 AM   
 
Wednesday, December 17 – Advent Worship — “One Night in Bethlehem — In the Field” 
 
Sunday, December 21 – Choral Sunday – 8 AM & 10:30 AM 
 The Adult and Handbell Choirs will present special music at each worship service. 
 
Wednesday, December 24 – Sermon Theme: “A Personal Christmas Greeting” 

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Worship – 7 PM 
Christmas Eve Holy Communion/Candlelight Worship – 10 PM 

 
Wednesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Worship – 6 PM 

Sermon Theme: “Teach Us to Count” 

Saturday/Sunday, January 3-4 — Epiphany Celebration 
Sermon Theme: “Rise and Shine”  

Handel’s “Messiah” 

will be performed by the Steuben 
County Festival Choir and members of 
the Ft. Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra. 
You are invited to attend this 4th 
annual performance at  
7:00 PM on Sunday, December 14th, 

in the new Furth Center at Trine University, Angola.  

Tickets are $5 and you are encouraged to purchase 
early online at www.trine.edu/furth/. (750 seats) 

Want to work only once 

every 10 weeks? 

Watch for details 

in the 

January Newsletter 



With White Elephant Gift Exchange  

 

1) Bring Your Own Wrapped Gift 

 (must be from your inventory—Do Not Buy) 

2)Must be Church Appropriate 

3)Be Creative! 

Basketball Basketball Basketball Basketball     

and and and and     

Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading  Cheerleading      

    

Orientations:   

December 6th &  January 3rd! 

Sunday December 7th after 10:30 Worship 

Sunday November 30th 

Wednesday, December 3rd, 10th & 17th (5:30-6:30) 



     St. Michael Lutheran Church, 
2131 Getz Road, is planning a “Walk 
Through the Old Testament” seminar 
9 AM — 3 PM Saturday, January 24, 
taught by the Rev. Dr. R. Reed 
Lessing, senior pastor at St. Michael. 
The seminar will employ hundreds of 
pictures that will help you see how 
Israel’s Scriptures repeatedly point to 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
     It might be easy for us to 
remember tidbits about the Bible — 
certain stories, characters or verses 
— but do we understand the Bible’s 
basic flow? Do we grasp the plot? Do 
we see the major themes that tie the 
whole thing together? Do we think 
long enough and hard enough to get 
the big point? Our Bibles actually 
make it difficult for us to see the big 
picture. Most of our Bibles divide 
nicely into 1,189 chapters and 
31,102 verses. Breaking the Bible 
into chapters and verses has some 
definite advantages. It’s much easier 

to say, “turn to John 3:16” than to 
say, “turn to that place in John, that, 
you know … it’s after Nicodemus, 
and it’s before the woman at the 
well, and kind of toward the 
beginning.”  
     Chapters and verses are helpful. 
We need to know the particulars of 
Scripture, but we will never truly 
appreciate the particulars until we 
get the big picture, and the big 
picture is coming to St. Michael. 
Child care is available, and lunch is 
provided. The cost is $10; the 
registration deadline is January 14. 
Call St. Michael at 432-2033 or 
register online at 
www.stmichaellcms.org. 
     Prior to serving at St. Michael, 
Lessing taught Hebrew and Old 
Testament at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, for 14 years. He has 
written or co-written six books 
related to the Old Testament. 

Special thanks to all of  our Fall Volunteers: 

Patti Baals, Aimee Biddle, Donna Biddle, Allison Hall, Monica Hunt, John Koch, Sarah Koch, 
Laurie Lehman, Morgan Lehman, Susan Lovell, Eric Piazza, and Amber Vonderau.   

These FABULOUS volunteers took one or two weekends throughout September, October 
and November to help lead Bible Stories, Games, and Crafts for our 4 year olds - 6th Graders!  
You can be a part of  this ministry in the Spring!  Watch for sign-up information coming soon! 

DECEMBER Schedule:  

December 7 – Final Recording for Christmas Program 

December 14 – Christmas Program practice (Sunday School hour) and 
presentation (10:30 Worship service). 

December 21 and 28 – Enjoy your family over our Christmas break! 

With Pastor Potts and his family leaving we will be in need of  someone new to take 
over coordinating volunteers for our Sunday School program in place of  Michelle.  If  
you are interested, please contact Michelle Potts as soon as possible and she will help 

walk you through how our Explore Sunday School  works! 

Learn the back story of Scripture  
in ‘Walk Through the Old Testament’ 

Good News for 2015!   
It’s never too early to think about and 
plan what you’re going to do that’s 
new and different in the upcoming 
year. Let me make a suggestion: Bible 
Study! Are you already in a group that 
gathers regularly to study the Good 
news found in Scripture? Let me make 
another suggestion: Join one! Sunday 
morning, Saturday morning, Thursday 
morning – a variety of study topics, a 
variety of leaders, a variety of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Let me give you a “teaser” that 
involves the Thursday 9:30 AM 
gathering. This is a group of men and 
women who not only study the Word 
of God together, but put that Word in 
practice as they deeply care for each 
other. They support each other in 
prayer and love as they pass through 
the joys and challenges of life. It is 
truly a unique group; I think you’ll like 
them.  Our study through the first 
three months will center on “Who is 
the Holy Spirit?” with insights to help 
us come to a deeper understanding of 
the “Comforter” and discover more 
clearly how He works in our lives. 
Please join us. May the Blessings of 
the Baby Jesus be yours throughout 



GREETERS & USHERS & LECTORS: Are needed for all services. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex.  

Contact our head Deacon, Gloria Winans , phone 260-833-2779, with any questions. 
 

USHERS – If you have children or grandchildren who would like to help (and you feel are capable), 
 feel free to let them help you with ushering. Their participation will make them feel a part  
 of the worship service. Please note: If you are unable to serve, please try to find a  
 replacement or contact our head Deacon, Gloria Winans, 260-833-2779.  
 If you do find a replacement, please notify the church office A.S.A.P. for the bulletin.  
 
ACOLYTES:     8 AM        10:30 AM      NURSERY 
12/7     Natileigh Mann/Victoria Miller Staffed by a 
12/14    Bryan Baas  Austin Sievers/Grant Korte  certified caregiver 
12/21      Nick Biddle/Dyer Ball      (7:45-11:15 AM) 
12/28 Brandon Baas Autumn Godwin/Mickaela Hendrickson 
 
ALTAR GUILD: Various members each week. 

Board of Directors 
Report 
for the month of  
November 
 
Minutes and reports 
were read and approved; 
followed by a lengthy 
discussion how we will 
begin filling the 
vacancies created by 
Pastor Chad’s acceptance 
of his call to Colorado.  

An exploration 
committee will be formed 
to research what is most 
needed in our church 
and more discussion will 
take place at the 
December meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Wolf, Secretary 

 

The Evangelism Team would like to cover each member of Peace 
Lutheran Church with a blessing that comes from the Babe of 
Bethlehem – blessings of “Peace on Earth, Good Will toward all 
Peoples;” the gift of salvation.  In order to experience these 
blessings, we need to be involved in them fully.  We are called, 
each one of us, to be the disciples of Jesus, and as followers we 
are called to reach out with the same Christmas message we 
celebrate this month: Christ is born, He lives, He wants to 
welcome home all who call him Lord and Savior.   
 
The task is left to us.  Are we equipped to deliver the message?   
 
The Evangelism Team is making plans for 2015.  They have been 
spending much time at their retreat and recent meetings 
prayerfully looking at how we, as God’s people in this place, can 
mature as His people and prepare ourselves to effectively disciple 
and equip others.  This is indeed a “TEAM” effort – not only of 
nine people, but the whole team of believers at Peace Lutheran 
Church.  Watch and pray.  A blessed Christmas to all! 
 

     The Peace Evangelism Team 



The Lutheran Witness 
It is again time for our congregation to have the op-
portunity to subscribe to the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
Read about exciting ways the gospel is brought to 
people everywhere, learn how Christians support 
those in need, share in the victories of fellow Chris-
tians, and be more informed about our church’s activ-
ities. For $8.50/year, you can keep in touch with the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations in our 
district, in the United States and worldwide. 
 
Return this form along with the subscription cost of 
$8.50 by January 4, 2015. 

(Please make checks to Peace Lutheran Church) 
 
NAME ________________________________ 
  
ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 
                ______________________________ 
 
 __  Renewal __ New Subscription 

For the holidays! 

Be sure to check out  
our website — 
Peace Lutheran Church  
Missouri Synod: 
 

www.plcms.org 
 

EMAIL ADDRESSES:  
 pastorb@plcms.org 
 pastorchad@plcms.org 
 jchurch@plcms.org 
 director@weecreations.org 

 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERSMEET OUR NEW MEMBERSMEET OUR NEW MEMBERSMEET OUR NEW MEMBERS    (officially received November, 2014) 

WELDON (ALFRED) BAAS II – Alfred was born in San Diego and raised in various places around the country. He 
works as a production manager at Miller Poultry in Orland. He is the father of five sons – Bryan, Brandon, Brady, 
Boston, and Brayden – Grades 7, 7, 4, 2, and K – at Prairie Heights schools. Alfred’s parents, Weldon and Evelyn, are 
also members of Peace. The Baas family lives in Orland and join us from Mt Calvary Lutheran Church in Lititz, PA.   

MIKE AND LINDA KEELE – Mike was born and raised in Wolcott, IN and is retired from Jack Eiser Sales where he 
worked as a vendor. Linda was born in Portsmouth, OH and raised in Fort Wayne, IN before working for Prudential 
Insurance, serving as the office manager. Their marriage has been blessed with two children, Douglas and Cindi, four 
grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter. The Keeles live in eastern Steuben County and join us by Adult 
Confirmation. 

JON AND SARAH KOCH – Jon was born and raised in Muscatine, Iowa and is a professor in the Department of 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at Trine University.  Sarah was born and raised in Lafayette, IN and will be 
teaching Science classes at Fremont High School beginning in January.  Their marriage has been blessed with three 
sons, Aiden, Oliver, and Daniel (Grades 5, 3, and 1 at Ryan Park Elementary in Angola.)  The Kochs are house 
hunting until their house sells in Wisconsin and join us from St. John’s Lutheran Church in Glendale, Wisconsin. 

MARK AND EHREN MORGAN – Mark was born and raised in Jackson, MI and works as Chief Head Technician at 
Horizon Bakery in Fremont.  Ehren (daughter of our member Steve Jackson) was born and raised in Fort Wayne and 
also works at Horizon Bakery as a production specialist.  They are the parents of five children, Corey, Dylan, Evan, 
Jacob, and Ema (still at home – Grade 5 in Fremont), and two grandchildren.  The Morgans live in eastern Steuben 
County and join us by Adult Confirmation.   

WANDA OBERST – Wanda was born and raised in Seymour and has worked as a domestic engineer for years.  Her 
marriage to Daniel has been blessed with two grown children, Lawrence and Dealia, and four grandchildren.  The 
Obersts live on a farm in eastern Steuben County and join us from St. John’s Lutheran in Rochester, MI. 

DANIEL THIELE – Dan was born and raised in Fort Wayne and is the office manager for Echo-German Mutual 
Insurance.  Dan’s parents, Ralph and Jan Thiele, attend Peace regularly, and his grandparents, Louis and Ella 
Schoenike, were charter members of our congregation.  Dan lives on Little Otter Lake and joins us from St. Mark 
Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. 



ALTAR GUILD 2015 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
 
The 2015 Flower Calendar is  available on the 
Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign 
up for the week (or weeks) you desire. Bouquets 

are $30 for two. Unless we hear 
differently from you, the flowers 
are automatically ordered from: 
 

 Out of the Woods Florists 
1601 N Wayne Street, Suite 

105, Angola IN 
(Located in Angola Square  

by Rural King) 
260-665-6808—1-800-922-4149 

 
Payments may be put in Carol Gepfert’s mailbox. 

         
WINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas PartyWINGS Christmas Party        
Thursday, December 11 6:30 PM 
at Club Paradise Restaurant, Lake James 

3861 N Bayview Rd., Angola, IN 
 

LADIES — You are all invited to attend the annual WINGS (Women in God’s Service)  

Christmas Social/Dinner on Thursday, December 11th.  
We will gather at Club Paradise Restaurant on Lake James anytime after 6:30 PM.  

Please sign up at the Information desk by Sunday, December 7th.  
Dinner will be served at 7:00 PM. Cost will be $12.99 plus gratuity. 

 
Come for great food, fellowship and the opportunity to bring Christmas joy 

to others in need. Watch for details in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 

Please call Judy Scharpenberg, 260-833-3651, with any questions.  

WINGS OutreachWINGS OutreachWINGS OutreachWINGS Outreach    
Supplies are being collected for the Seminary in 
Fort Wayne during December: 
 
Side Dishes: 
 Stuffing Boxed Potatoes 
 Rice  Noodles Dried Beans 
 
Concordia Seminary has the ability to purchase 
products for much less, so cash 
donations go much further. Gift 
cards from Walmart and Meijer are 
also very helpful.  

These cards may be purchased from our preschool  
thus helping BOTH the preschool AND the seminary. 
They appreciate gift cards during the holidays. All 
gift cards and cash donations should be put into 
envelopes and then into Judy Scharpenberg’s 
church mailbox. Thank you. 

———————————————————————— 

Camp Lutherhaven in Albion, IN is hosting its 23rd 
annual Women’s Retreat, January 23-25, 2015. All 
women are invited to this peaceful, inspirational 
getaway to enjoy spiritual renewal, worship and 
Christian fellowship. The theme is “Behind the Veil”. 
 
Come for a day or the whole weekend.  
Brochures with the registration form are at 
www.lutherhaven.org or at the Information Desk. 

Festival of Lights Musical 
“The Christmas Post”         

A group from Peace will be attending  
Lakewood Park, Auburn, IN 
Saturday, December 13, 2014 
         3:00 PM — Cost $5.00       
If you wish to carpool, meet at 2:00 PM, 
from the church parking lot. 

Only 30 Tickets are available.  
Be sure to sign up at the Information desk.  
Contact Alice Phillips with any questions. 



“Nurturing Young Hearts for Christ” 

Preschool & Daycare at Peace Lutheran Church 

DECEMBER  2014 
 
 November was another busy month at Wee Creations!  All the preparation by staff, WCM Board 

members, and parents really paid off as we saw so much excitement here for our events! 

 We kicked off the month with another great Family Fall Festival. We had over 170 people in 

attendance! The children from the Blue, Yellow, and Green rooms performed some of their favorite 

songs and finger plays to the delight of all the parents and grandparents. The festival included such 

carnival events as face-painting, pounding pumpkins, and plinko.  We also held a raffle, awarding 

various EDGE cards. For the second year, the meal provided by the Evangelism Committee of Peace.  

The food was wonderful and it was such  fantastic opportunity for the members of Peace to interact with 

our families.  Thank you to all of the WCM families, board members & families, staff & families, and 

people of Peace who donated their time, food, and talents to the Fall Fest! We couldn’t do it without your 

support! What a blessing to have such an amazing facility in which to host this fantastic fellowship event!  

 Our classroom Thanksgiving celebrations were very fun as well!  We served turkey and mashed 

potatoes along with some yummy treats prepared by the children.  Serving a meal family style and 

enjoying it as a classroom community is such a treat and contributes to the loving atmosphere we try to 

embody on a daily basis.  

 As you know, Bible stories are the cornerstone of our program.  The children in our Infants and 

Toddlers focus on one major Bible story each month and then read daily from our Children’s Bibles. Our 

three older classrooms each focus on one Bible story each week. During Chapel Pastor B 

and Pastor Chad have been teaching the children the Lord’s Prayer.  We work on two lines 

each week. We can’t wait to hear the children recite the entire prayer soon!  What a 

blessing to be able to share all the wonderful news of Jesus each month with young minds 

who soak it up like sponges! 

 We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the people of Peace.  The first-class 

facility (classrooms, playground, gym, sanctuary, everything!) that Peace offers to the families of Wee 

Creations in one of the best in our area! Our rooms are so big, well lit, CLEAN, and well-equipped.  It is 

truly a blessing to come to work each day knowing that our building is safe, secure and that our children 

are being cared for by an extremely qualified and loving staff! Thank you for giving WCM a beautiful 

facility! Thank you for maintaining our beautiful facility.  Thank you for enthusiastically supporting our 

fundraisers! Thank you for your continued support!  

The Staff and Board of Wee Creations 

 would like to wish you and your family a blessed Holiday Season! 

Come and visit us anytime!! Keep us in your prayers as we reach out to the families of 

Wee Creations, and thank you again for your continued support! 

       Servants of Christ —   Sara Miller & Staff 



December 

6 & 7, 2014 
1:00-5:00 p.m. 

Our 25th year! 

 

 

 

 

New & Improved 

Outdoor  

Christmas Light Display 

has been generously donated 
in loving memory of 

Kris Thiele 

Did you realize . . . 
With electronic banking 
it is possible to pay 
anyone who has an 
address?  ... including 
Peace Lutheran Church! 
For your convenience, 
you may make 
contributions using the 
online banking feature 
through your bank.  
A check will be 
automatically sent to 
the church. Thank you. 


