
The Seventh Sunday of Easter  May 16, 2021 
 

    
THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Before You, Lord, We Bow”      LSB 966 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow, Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring In joy and praise,  

Our hearts we raise To You, our King! 
  
3 May ev’ry mountain height, Each vale and forest green, 

Shine in Your Word’s pure light, And its rich fruits be seen! 
May ev’ry tongue Be tuned to praise 
    And join to raise A grateful song. 

  
4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; Your great Redeemer own; 

Believe, obey, rejoice, And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, Your sin deplore, 
    And bow before The Crucified. 

  
5 And when in pow’r He comes, Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs Send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 

Text: Public domain 

  
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
   C: Who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 
  
   P: If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?   
   C: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.  Psalm 130:3-4 
  
    P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and to call upon him in prayer and praise, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as his people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking his grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

   C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  

 
  
   P: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
 



 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
  

   P: Let us pray.  
Almighty and Everlasting God, we have been told of your grace through Christ our 

Lord. We have learned of the salvation you won for all mankind, when you sent him to the 
cross and raised him from the grave. Bless us to hear and retain this Word of grace always, 
that we may share it with our children and our children’s children, that they may be people 
who live in that grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

   C: Amen. 
 
  
THE HYMN OF PREPARATION — “God Himself Is Present”  LSB 907 

1 God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him  
And with awe appear before Him. 
God is in His temple; All within keep silence;  
Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 
He alone On His throne 
Is our God and Savior; Praise His name forever! 

  
3 Fount of ev’ry blessing, Purify my spirit, 

Trusting only in Your merit. 
Like the holy angels, Worshiping before You, 
May I ceaselessly adore You. 
Let Your will Ever still 
Rule Your Church terrestrial As the hosts celestial. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 THE WORD  

THE FIRST READING – Acts 1:12-26, NIV 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until 

the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 
me speak about.5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the 
Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 
sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,”they said, “why do you stand here looking 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b


into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  
THE SECOND READING – 1 John 5:9-15, NIV 

9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of 
God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this 
testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not 
believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—
we know that we have what we asked of him. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
  
THE ALLELUIA HYMN– “Now Thank We All Our God” LSB 895 

1 All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns with them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore 

Text and Tune: Public domain 
  
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – John 17:1-11, ESV 
      Holy Father, protect them by the power of[b] your name, the name you gave me, so that they 
may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by[c] that 
name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled. 

13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they 
may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has 
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.16 They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by[d]the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
THE MESSAGE   

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Amazing Grace”  LSB 744 
1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 
  
2 The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 
  
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): © 1991 Editorial Concordia. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26771b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26772c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777d


Text (sts. 1–5): Public domain 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 

Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN “Beautiful Savior”     LSB 537 
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
  
4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be Thine! 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 May God bless you and yours.  
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