
The Fourth Sunday of Easter  April 25, 2021 
  

    

THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”        LSB 466, Vss. 1-4 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom. Refrain 

  
ref Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 

    Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 
  
2 For three long days the grave did its worst Until its strength by God was dispersed. 

He who gives life did death undergo; And in its conquest His might did show. Refrain 
  
3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here. 

See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain 
  
4 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save. 

Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain 
Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   
   C: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 
  
   P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
   C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.  

  
   P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
  
  
THE KYRIE 
  
   P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  



  

   P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
   C: Amen.  
  
THE HYMN OF PRAISE— “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”    LSB 782, Vss. 1-2 
 

1 Gracious God, You send great blessings New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, For Your love we offer praise. 
Lord, we pray that we, Your people Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings May bring glory to Your name. 

  
2 By Your Word You formed creation Filled with creatures large and small; 

As we tend that endless treasure May our care encircle all.  
Lord, we pray that we, Your people Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings May bring glory to Your name. 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
 

 THE WORD  

THE FIRST READING – Acts 4:1-12, NIV 
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and 

John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were 
teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John 
and, because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day.4 But many who heard the 
message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five thousand. 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the 
high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s 
family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what 
power or what name did you do this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If 
we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 
being asked how he was healed,10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man 
stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 
cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 
mankind by which we must be saved.” 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  

THE SECOND READING – 1 John 3:16-24, NIV 
     16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother 
or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 



19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his 
presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 
everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and 
receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And 
this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he 
commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is 
how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE ALLELUIA  “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”        LSB 466, Vs. 5  

5 Christ has arisen; He sets us free; 
Alleluia, to Him praises be. 
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
He reigns triumphant, heavenly King.  

ref Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy; 
Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 
    Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
    Jesus is living, alleluia! 

Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – John 10:11-18, NIV 
     [Jesus said:] 1 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The 
man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that 
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 
one flockand one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to 
take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
 
 
 

THE HYMN  “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”        LSB 711, Vss 1,3,4 

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; Much we need Your tender care. 
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Your fold prepare. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have bought us; we are Yours. 

  
3 You have promised to receive us, Poor and sinful though we be; 

You have mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, Early let us turn to You. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, Early let us turn to You. 

  



4 Early let us seek Your favor, Early let us do Your will; 
Blessèd Lord and only Savior, With Your love our spirits fill. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have loved us, love us still. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, You have loved us, love us still. 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE MESSAGE   

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN  “Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing”        LSB 737, Vss. 1-3,7 

1 Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing, A cheerful trust maintain; 
For God, the source of ev’rything, Your portion shall remain. 

  
2 He is your treasure, He your joy, Your life and light and Lord, 

Your counselor when doubts annoy, Your shield and great reward. 
  
3 Why spend the day in blank despair, In restless thought the night? 

On your Creator cast your care; He makes your burdens light. 
  
7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, And trust His guiding love; 

Then like a rock your peace shall stand Here and in heav’n above. 
Text: Public domain 

  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 

Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   LSB 465, Vss. 3-4 



  
3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above 

    That we conquer through Your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day That by our lives we truly say: 
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  
4 Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 

    “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
    All the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

  
 May God bless you and yours.  
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