
The First Sunday in Lent  February 21, 2021 
 

    

THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  LSB 809 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

  
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

  
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

  
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: O Lord, open my lips, 
   C: And my mouth shall declare your praise. Psalm 51:15 
   
   P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
   C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   Psalm 70:1 
 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and to call upon him in prayer and praise, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned 
in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as his people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking his grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

   C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen.  

 
   P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
       



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
   P: Let us pray. O Lord God, Your Son was tempted in the wilderness and overcame. When we 

encounter trial and temptation, lead us to look to Your perfect Son, that in Him we would 
have forgiveness and hope; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

   C: Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE – “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”  Vss. 1-3 LSB 531 

1 Hail, Thou once despisèd Jesus! 
    Hail, Thou Galilean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us; 
    Thou didst free salvation bring. 
Hail, Thou universal Savior, 
    Bearer of our sin and shame! 
By Thy merit we find favor: 
    Life is given through Thy name. 

  
2 Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, 

    All our sins on Thee were laid; 
By almighty love anointed, 
    Thou hast full atonement made. 
All Thy people are forgiven 
    Through the virtue of Thy blood; 
Opened is the gate of heaven, 
    Reconciled are we with God. 

  
3 Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory, 

    There forever to abide; 
All the heav’nly hosts adore Thee, 
    Seated at Thy Father’s side. 
There for sinners Thou art pleading; 
    There Thou dost our place prepare, 
Ever for us interceding 
    Till in glory we appear. 

Text: Public domain 

  
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING – Genesis 22:1-18, ESV 
     In this reading, God tests Abraham’s faith. Abraham obeys God in faith, believing that God is able to work all 
things for good. The result is that Abraham is strengthened in his faith.  
     After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. 
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to 
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 
again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he 
took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 



wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 
lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
     When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay 
your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The 
Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
     And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

  
THE EPISTLE READING – James 1:12-18, ESV 
     In this reading, James explains that God does not tempt people to sin, and He Himself cannot be tempted. 
     Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is tempted, 
“I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HYMN – “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy”  Vs. 3 LSB 434 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Mark 1:9-15, ESV 
     In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I 
am well pleased.” 
     The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, 
being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 



“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
THE HYMN – “Lamb of God”   LSB 550 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 
But You have sent Him from Your side 
    To walk upon this guilty sod, 
    And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 

  
ref O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 
O wash me in His precious blood, 
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

  
2 Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 
    The humble King they named a fraud, 
    And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

  
3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 
    To be led by Your staff and rod, 
    And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE MESSAGE   
 

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN – “Jesus, Lead Thou On”  Vss. 1-3 LSB 718 
1 Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won; 

    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland. 

  
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, 

    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many_a woe To our home we go. 

  
3 When we seek relief From a long-felt grief, 

    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more. 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  



He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 
 

   P: Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN –  “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”   LSB 418 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 

  
2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 

    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 

  
3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 

    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 

  
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 
  

 May God bless you and yours.  
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