
 

ASH WEDNESDAY CORPORATE CONFESSION 
February 17, 2021 

____________________________________ 

A CALL TO RETURN 

Through the words of the prophet Joel, God called to His people and commanded that they turn from their 
sinful ways and return to Him for His grace and blessings.  The images the prophet uses are vivid and 
disturbing.  The situation of God’s people is desperate and needs immediate attention.  This is a time for 
listening and responding to the call to return to faithfulness to the God who has ever been faithful to His people.  
“Return to the Lord, your God” is more than a verse sung as part of the liturgy.  It is a heartfelt directive for 
our lives as together we follow the pathway of Lent. 

____________________________________ 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC AND PASTORAL WELCOME 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of 

prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ.         
 From ancient times, the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-
denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and 
draws from it life and hope.          
 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 
power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter 
with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.     
 Reception of ashes is not required of any worshiper. Rather, it is a public act of confession 
for those who desire to receive. There is neither merit in receiving, nor shame in abstaining. Each 
worshiper decides for him/herself whether to receive ashes. Ashes may be received on the 
forehead or upon the back of the hand. If receiving ashes on the forehead, the worshiper is asked 
to simply keep both hands to the side. If receiving ashes on the back of the hand, simply present 
your hand to the pastor.          
 All worshipers are encouraged to spend this time in prayerful meditation on God’s Word – 
from the front of the hymnal; Psalms 22 and 51 may be used. 

  
 When the Imposition of Ashes has concluded, the following prayer is offered: 
 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and 
live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge 
that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the 
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promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” (LSB 419)  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY ADDRESS 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink.  Therefore, it is 
proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has 
been instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and who 
humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, 
from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had 
mercy on us.  For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law 
of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 
living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.”  It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and 
suffer is for your good.  As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities.  I 
give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort 
and establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of 
this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 
promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for 
our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our 
cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us.  
For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink 
from the one cup. For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made 
from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ.  Because of Him, we love 
one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth. May the almighty and merciful God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
As you are able, please stand. 

 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the sake of His 
Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering 
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 
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P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C Amen. 
 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s forgiveness, which God 
speaks through me? 

C Yes. 
 

P Let it be done for you as you believe. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He who calls you is faithful; He will 
surely do it.  Live in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE  
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation 
of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 
those in prison, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 

penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Joel 2:12-19, ESV  
 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. Who knows whether He will 
not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering and a drink 
offering for the LORD your God? 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the 
people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, 
weep and say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, and make not Your heritage a reproach, a 
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’” 

Then the LORD became jealous for His land and had pity on His people. The LORD 
answered and said to His people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and 
you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 6, ESV 
 

P Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck. 
C I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold;       

  I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me. 
 

P I am weary with my crying out; my throat is parched. My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God. 
C More in number than the hairs of my head are those who hate me without cause; 
 

P Mighty are those who would destroy me, those who attack me with lies.    
  What I did not steal must I now restore? 

C O God, You know my folly; the wrongs I have done are not hidden from You. 
 

P Let not those who hope in You be put to shame through me, O Lord GOD of hosts;   
  let not those who seek You be brought to dishonor through me, O God of Israel. 

C For it is for Your sake that I have borne reproach, that dishonor has covered my face. 
 

P I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my mother’s sons. 
C For zeal for Your house has consumed me        

  and the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me. 
 

P When I wept and humbled my soul with fasting, it became my reproach. 
C When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became a byword to them. 
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P I am the talk of those who sit in the gate, and the drunkards make songs about me. 
C But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD.  
 

P At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of Your steadfast love answer me in Your saving 
faithfulness. 

C Deliver me from sinking in the mire;         
  let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 

 

P Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, or the pit close its mouth over me. 
C Answer me, O LORD, for Your steadfast love is good;       

  according to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

EPISTLE READING  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10, ESV 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake He made Him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. Working together 
with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says, “In a 
favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no obstacle 
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we 
commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through honor and dishonor, 
through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet 
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SERIES HYMN “Break Your Hearts” 

Break your hearts with mourning And your pride in two, 
Ash and grief adorning Your repentance true. 
With your tears and fasting, From your God discern 
His ways everlasting: To your Lord return. 
 
See your Savior dying, Hung upon the tree. 
It is vain denying What is plain to see: 
While His heart is breaking, Still your God will earn 
Freedom in the making. To your Lord return. 
 
Gather all in number From both far and near; 
Even those in slumber Wait for trumpets clear. 
When the Lord grants blessing, Broken hearts will learn 
Joy beyond expressing; To your Lord return. 
 

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, ESV 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be 
seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and 
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But 
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others 
but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (LSB 426) 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED Printed on the inside of the back cover of the hymnal. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
needs. 
P Almighty God, grant that we, who have been redeemed from the old life of sin by our 
Baptism into the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, may be renewed by Your Holy 
Spirit to live in righteousness and true holiness; 
 

Lord, in Your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 

P God of love, through Your Son You have commanded us to love one another.  By the 
guidance of Your Word and Spirit, deliver us from impenitence and teach us the truth that we 
might confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and be reconciled to one another; 
 

Lord, in Your mercy; hear our prayer. 
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P O God, you resist the proud and give grace to the humble.  Grant us true humility after the 
likeness of Your only Son that we may never be arrogant and prideful and thus provoke Your 
wrath, but in all lowliness be made partakers of the gifts of Your grace;  
 

Lord, in Your mercy; hear our prayer. 
 

[Petition(s) for parish and special concerns may be inserted here.] 
 

P   Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE   

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  On the tree of the 
cross You gave salvation, that where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the 
serpent who by a tree once overcame likewise by a tree might be overcome.   
     Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS Tune-p208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, 

in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute.  We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not 
Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your 
promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:   
 

LORD’S PRAYER   
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD AND PAX DOMINI   
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

AGNUS DEI Tune – p210 
 

C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
 You take the sin of the world away; 
 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
 Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 In accordance with the teaching of Holy Scripture, we believe and confess that in this Sacrament we 
receive the true body and blood of Christ under the forms of bread and wine. Receiving the body and blood 
of Christ together at this Holy Table is confessing that we who receive this Sacrament share this common 
belief.  Because communion at the table of our Lord is such a confession of faith, worshipers who have a 
different understanding, or who hold a differing confession of faith, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, should first speak with the pastor before communing. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (LSB 611) 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” stanzas 1, 8 (LSB 636) 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P Let us pray. Loving God, You have reconciled us to Yourself through Your Son, Jesus Christ. In this 

body and blood may we, your children, stand before You righteous in this day of salvation; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION   
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” (LSB 423) 
  Bulletin acknowledgements: Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
   You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,  
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 


